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[bookmark: _Toc435777747]GCSE Geography B (1GB0) - Grade characteristics
On the 18th of March the Secretary of state announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). Exam boards will be contacting schools, colleges and other exam centres asking them to submit:
· a centre assessment grade for every student in each of their subjects (the grade they would most likely to have achieved if they had sat their exams and completed any non-exam assessment)
· the rank order of students within each grade for each subject (for example, for all those students with a centre assessment grade of 5 in GCSE maths, a rank order where 1 is the most secure/highest attaining student, and so on)

This document has been created to provide guidance on the key characteristics we would expect to see students display at specific grades, in order to help you make informed decisions when you review your students work in a subject.

[bookmark: _Toc442638993]Holistic approach to grades
You will need to grade your students using all the evidence available to you to determine what grade they would have most likely achieved had they sat the examination in the summer.  To reach this decision you and all the teaching staff will want to consider a wide range of information where it is available.  This may be through mock examinations results, non - examined assessments (NEA) and other general records or evidence of performance across the course of study.  It is only through reviewing all evidence available that you will be able to form a holistic view of likely candidate performance based on professional judgement. 
Keep in mind there are lots of different ways a student could make up the marks needed to achieve a grade, a student who performs very well on paper 1 and poorly on paper 2, may achieve the same grade as a student who has a solid performance on both papers
We are unable to show student examples of a specific grade due to the number of ways a grade can be achieved. However, each year we release indicative grade boundaries for each paper and NEA that give an indication of a student’s performance on that part of the qualification.
Past papers, mark schemes and indicative grade boundaries are available on our qualification subject pages.
Grade Characteristics
We have worked closely with our senior examining team to get their expert views and review student work at key grades for GCSE Geography B. We have used this expertise to develop grade characteristics for students at Grade 7 and 4 for GCSE and International GCSE qualifications and Grade A and C for A levels and International A levels.

We have provided three descriptions for each of these grades, highlighting characteristics of students who are high achieving within the grade, securely with the grade and those who have only just achieved the grade. This will enable you to start to place students within grades and also allow you to start the process of rank ordering your students.



GCSE Geography B - Grade 7 Characteristics
	[bookmark: _Hlk38797612]Grade 7
Most secure students
	· MCQs almost 100%.
· ‘Explain’ questions almost uniformly at full marks or one mark below. 
· Strong responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >60% at Level 3 and the rest usually at high Level 2 because of some weaknesses with the ‘assessment’ element.
· Likely to score 6/7/8 on at least one of the ‘unseen’ 1GB02 Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these latter note the good balance between AO3 and AO4.
· Strong performance on fieldwork questions in Section C of 1GB02 – note the generally high marks on both ‘familiar’ and ‘unfamiliar’ 8-mark questions – for either 8b/9b (familiar) or 10d/11d (unfamiliar).
· Strong performance on 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 8-12 (without SPaG) showing ability to offer argument and counter-argument as well as covering all options.


	Grade 7 
Secure students
	· MCQs almost 100%.
· ‘Explain’ questions more often than not at full marks or one mark below but a few exceptions (e.g. 2e on 1GB01 and 3(c), 6(b) and 6(c) on 1GB02).
· Strong but uneven responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >40% at Level 3 and the rest usually at high Level 2. 
· Likely to score 5/6/7 on at least one of the ‘unseen’ 1GB02 Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these latter note the balance between AO3 and AO4, favouring AO4.
· Good performance on fieldwork question in Section C of 1GB02 – note the generally higher marks on the ‘familiar’ (8b and 9b) than ‘unfamiliar’ (10d/11d).
· Good performance on 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 6-10 (without SPaG) showing ability to offer argument and counter-argument but patchy coverage of alternatives to the chosen option. 


	Grade 7
Borderline students
	· MCQs >80% but possible errors with 2 ai (1GB01), 6ai (1GB02) and 3bii (1GB03).
· ‘Explain’ questions at full marks in about 50% of cases but a few exceptions where scores will be significantly lower (e.g. 2biii, 2e and 2f on 1GB01: 2(c), 3(c) ,6(b) and 6(c) on 1GB02 and 2(c) on 1GB03). Weaknesses usually lack of development of points or too descriptive, rather than explanatory.
· Uneven responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >30% at Level 3 and the rest usually at high or mid-Level 2. Most common weakness was failure to offer evidence to support the offered view. 
· Likely to score 4,5,6 on at least one of the ‘unseen’ 1GB02 Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these latter note the balance between AO3 and AO4 strongly favouring AO4.
· Good performance on at least one fieldwork question in Section C of 1GB02 – note the generally higher marks on the ‘familiar’ (8b and 9b) than ‘unfamiliar’ (10d/11d).
· Sound performance on 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 5-8 (without SPaG) showing some ability to offer argument and counter-argument – perhaps one counterargument but limited coverage of alternatives to the chosen option.






GCSE Geography B - Grade 4 Characteristics
	Grade 4
Most secure students
	· At least 60% of MCQ’s answered correctly – stronger on 1GB01 than the other two papers.
· Calculation questions mostly navigated successfully although 3 a (i) on 1GB03 rarely correct.
· State and identify questions also largely successful with occasional gaps as with 2 (a) (i) and 5 (a) (iii) on 1GB02.
· Explain questions generating uneven marks on all papers but especially on 1GB02 where some questions are unanswered; others, usually two-mark tariff questions on 1GB01 and 1GB03 generating full marks on one or two occasions e.g. 2 (a) (i) on 1GB01.
· Unpredictable responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >35% at mid-Level 2 but the rest highly variable with some Level 1 response and perhaps on unanswered. Higher scores usually a result of better factual recall and application but focus on questions is often unclear.
· Likely to score 4+ on at least one of the ‘unseen’ 1GB02 Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these note a lack of balance between AO3 and AO4 – perhaps no AO4 in some cases (resource is ignored).
· Variable performance on the fieldwork questions in Section C of 1GB02 with some, but limited understanding of the keywords, e.g.  accuracy and reliability, site and location – dominantly descriptive responses to the ‘familiar’ (8b and 9b) but limited focus on question on the ‘unfamiliar’ 8-mark question (10d/11d) so often L1/L2 boundary. 
· Uneven but sometimes full responses to 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 4-7 (without SPaG) showing some ability to offer evidence for one point of view argument; very little imported from AO2 


	Grade 4 
Secure students
	· At least 50% of MCQ’s answered correctly – stronger on 1GB01 than the other two papers but errors her too – look at 3 (a) (ii).
· Calculation questions mostly navigated successfully although 3 a (i) on 1GB03 rarely correct and errors also on 1 (c) (i) on 1GB01.
· State and identify questions mostly successful with some gaps as with 2 (a) (i) and 5 (a) (iii) on 1GB02 but also 1 (a) and 1(c) on 1GB03.
· Explain questions generating very uneven marks on all papers but especially on 1GB02 where several questions are unanswered; others. Two-mark tariff questions on 1GB01 and 1GB03 generating better relative marks than 4-mark ‘Explain two...’ questions very similar to ‘most secure’ candidates.
· Highly unpredictable responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >25% at mid-Level 2 but the rest highly variable with some Level 1 response and perhaps one unanswered. Higher scores usually on the 1GB01 1 (h) which is dominated by AO2 but little development – many errors of interpretation elsewhere, especially on 2 (g) on 1GB01 and 3 (e) on 1GB03.
· Likely to score at least level 2 on at least one of the ‘unseen’ 1GB02 Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these note a lack of balance between AO3 and AO4 – perhaps no AO4 in some cases (resource is ignored) – Q7 likely to be misinterpreted.
· Highly variable performance on the fieldwork questions in Section C of 1GB02 with limited understanding of the keywords, e.g.  accuracy and reliability, site and location – sometimes exclusively descriptive responses to the ‘familiar’ (8b and 9b) but vey weak focus on question on the ‘unfamiliar’ 8-mark question (10d/11d) so often L1/L2 boundary. 
· Uneven and often quite brief responses to 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 3-6 (without SPaG) showing some ability to offer evidence for one point of view argument; usually nothing imported from AO2.


	Grade 4
Borderline students
	· At least 40% of MCQ’s answered correctly – stronger on 1GB01 than the other two papers but errors her too – look at 3 (a) (ii) – not a good discriminator at this level.
· Calculation questions navigated successfully in half of the cases although sometimes with errors costing the second result mark. 3 a (i) on 1GB03 was rarely correct at this level and many errors also on 1 (c) (i) on 1GB01 – again not the most useful discriminator at this level.
· State and identify questions sometimes successful with many gaps as with 2 (a) (i) and 5 (a) (iii) on 1GB02 but also 1 (a) and 1(c) on 1GB03 – answers sometime partial with, perhaps, only one answer offered.
· Explain questions generating very uneven marks on all papers but especially on 1GB02 where several questions are likely to be unanswered. Two-mark tariff questions on 1GB01 and 1GB03 generating better relative marks than 4-mark ‘Explain two...’ questions. Very rarely do the latter generate more than 2/4 marks because of lack of development of either point made.
· Highly unpredictable responses to the 8-mark Assess/Evaluate questions across 1GB01 and 1GB03 with >15% at mid-Level 2 but the rest mostly at the top-end of Level 1 but as many as two at 0 marks. Higher scores usually on the 1GB01 1 (h) which is dominated by AO2 but little development – many errors of interpretation elsewhere, especially on 2 (g) on 1GB01 and 3 (e) on 1GB03.
· Unlikely to score at more than low level 2 on either of the unseen questions on 1GB02- the Q4 and Q7 8-mark questions – in these note a lack of balance between AO3 and AO4 – with no AO4 in some cases (resource is ignored) – Q7 likely to be misinterpreted and rarely out of L1.
· Weak performance on the fieldwork questions in Section C of 1GB02 with very limited understanding of the keywords, e.g.  accuracy and reliability, site and location, enquiry question, secondary data/primary data – sometimes exclusively descriptive responses to the ‘familiar’ (8b and 9b) but vey weak focus on question on the ‘unfamiliar’ 8-mark question (10d/11d) so often L1/L2 boundary. Several unanswered elements.
· Uneven and usually brief responses to 1GB03 Q4 with marks generally 2-5 (without SPaG) showing some ability to offer evidence for one point of view argument; usually nothing imported from AO2. Often only one point made and occasionally no response at all given time pressure.



Support 
We understand it is an uncertain time for you and your students at the moment. Our overriding aim this summer, as with any exam series, is to make sure that every learner receives a grade or award that reflects their knowledge and understanding of the subject they have studied. 

We are eager to make sure that you have all the necessary information and support that you need during this time
· there is a large range of support available via the subject pages on our website (including exam papers and NEA with commentaries and marks)
· we will be providing guidance on rank ordering your students shortly
· you can contact us via our Ask the Expert Service
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