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Introduction

The scenario chosen for this year's paper was the reasonably well-known 'case-study' of
Ecuador and the debate about its oil, both within the country and beyond in the international
community. In 2013, the left-leaning President Correa embarked on a complex plan to
preserve the extraordinary biodiversity of the rainforest interior where the vast majority of oil
is located but also to appease the increasingly vociferous complaints from the native
American population about the destruction wrought by oil companies. It became well-known
because Correa asked for contributions from other sovereign states to pay Ecuador to leave
the oil in the ground. One European government, Norway, responded positively but there
was limited support elsewhere. Centres who had used previous iterations of this paper to
prepare their candidates will have noted similarities with the debate in Ghana (2022 ) and
indeed other scenarios covered in textbooks and revision guides.

In terms of level of demand, the 2024 paper had very much the same mix of questions as in
previous years. There were five multiple choice questions (MCQs) of which the most
demanding proved to be Question 1(a)(ii) which was essentially a maths question testing
candidates’ ability to measure area. Question 2(b)(ii) also proved to be challenging with only
half of the candidature knowing what CITES actually did. At the other end of the performance
spectrum, Question 1(b)(ii) and Question 3(a)(ii) both had >80% correct answers, which is
usually the way that candidates at the lower end of the ability range garner their marks. In
addition to the MCQs, there were a further six questions which used ‘identify’ or ‘calculate’ as
the command word. Most of these questions produced very much the expected profile of
performance with at least 70% of candidates finding the right answer and, in some cases,
nearer 90% as with Question 3(a)(i) and Question 3(e)(ii) (a 2-mark question).

However, two of the 2-mark questions proved to be far more challenging, for very different
reasons. Question 1(a)(iii) required candidates to “....explain one physical reason why
rainforest cannot grow in some parts of Ecuador’. The modal mark was zero and the mean a
disappointing 0.92. The most obvious choice of location was the presence of the Andean
cordillera which is where some gathered their only mark. The impact of mountains on
climate and therefore the distribution of the tropical rainforest biome was competently
explained by a disappointingly small minority. Suffice it to say that climatology is something
of a dark corner for many candidates which centres are no doubt, only too well aware. The
second ‘problem’ 2-mark question was the apparently innocuous Question 3(f)(i) which asked
for ‘two unconventional fossil fuel sources' to be named. This is straight off the specification,
but the modal mark was zero and nearly 80% of the candidates were on that mark. Most had
a go, but the responses offered strongly suggest that they didn’t know what ‘unconventional’
meant with unsurprising results.
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These short answer questions carried 16 marks in total with another 16 marks coming from
the 4-mark ‘Explain’ questions. Each of these were 2x2 questions with either two reasons
sought or, as in the case of Question 1(c), ‘one strength and one weakness' to be explained.
Generally speaking, these questions did what they are supposed to do and were answered
with increasing security across the cohort’s ability range. The mean marks were in around 2
out the 4 available and the modal mark was either 2 or 4. More details are provided in the
appropriate question section along with exemplars of candidate responses.

Of course, centres are only too well aware that this paper has three questions that, between
them carry exactly half of the paper’s total. Two 8-mark questions that use either ‘assess’ or
'evaluate’ as the command word and the grand finale in the 16-mark (with 4 SPaG marks
included) ‘justify your choice.’ These questions discriminate and sadly are often not
attempted at all by those at the lower end of the cohort. That is an enduring shame given
that all three questions have marks available for using material in the resource booklet which
should allow all candidates the opportunity for gleaning at least a few marks which may
make all the difference to their final grade. The mean and model masks for the two 8-mark
questions were 4.4 and 5 for Question 3(d) and 4.2 and 5 for Question 3(f)(ii). The modal
mark for Question 4 was10 (including the SPaG) mark whilst the mean was 8.0. Please see
the question specific comments for further guidance.
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Question 1 (a)(i)

A simple opening question and most candidates got it right. The commonest error was a
result of not reading the question correctly translating it into something akin to 'Where is
Quito' so, 'near the equator' works for that version but not the question actually asked.

The modal mark was 1 with 71% getting this right.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

Most candidates offered the idea that mountains might be an issue, but many of them
couldn't really identify why that might be the case. A particular weakness/absence being a
lack of understanding about why it gets colder with altitude. This was a poorly answered
qguestion with over 40% scoring 0. As noted elsewhere and in other examiners' reports, many
candidates, even at the Grade 7 boundary, have a weak grasp of climatological and
meteorological processes.

(i} Using Figure 1 and your own knowledge, explain one physical reason why
rainforest cannot grow in some parts of Ecuador.
(2)
.............. mBaM%maPmt;Mthﬁngmm'&mh\ureﬂm
Soul ..:.\fa....._._____QQ.T..........__&.e.e.?..........Q.nD.u.o§1 ........... O h,s:ck .............. eno uc}\ ........ %? rbt%‘ﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂ g
kDQ\mmSgBaim%nrlﬂ ............ Canpal... ﬁ-nﬂa g

N
\/ / ResultsPlus
/'--‘: Examiner Comments

This response recognises that the mountains are an issue (1) and then
develops this with two, albeit related ways with because the soils are
'not deep enough or rich enough for big trees'. They would get the
second mark for either of these. (1)

i ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
Don't rewrite questions. Many candidates started their answers to this
question with 'One physical reason why rainforest cannot grow in
some parts of Ecuador is...". It's a waste of time because it can never
gain any marks. Note that this candidate has started with 'because...".
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

The first mark was not difficult to access because Figure 2 (text) offered the candidates both
deforestation and climate change so correctly pulling these from the resource would get
them halfway on both parts. The second mark proved much more elusive with distribution
being a stumbling block, so the question discriminated quite effectively as 'explain...’
questions often do. The modal mark was 2 with a mean of 2.49.

(i) Using Figure 2 and your own knowledge, suggest two reasons why the
distribution of Earth’s biomes is changing over time.
(4)

TRy, /d&f;@#zrﬂnaﬁmzﬂtﬂ&x’a/ﬂ;/cﬁ/
v @Zf'on e F Maleiiali.. ond... Lesoucel. }i’}r
Aum MA.....Lou @{-y Jeadin g Oe:./f‘./'o\.&n FNU

.....,Gd' Lowkho Liomed .. &LW o

2. B adio. Stekey.. that. . cfu’le /-7 W b o

by O ina. F ach..the f?u{..lff becanae a}

N

~ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
Nothing for the first part because there is no relevant link to the

resource booklet (RB). For the second part, there is 1 mark for the
climate change reference but this is not developed.

TOTAL = 1.

-~ 4 \ ResultsPlus
~_

) Examiner Tip
A keyword in this question was 'distribution'. Remember to focus on
these keyword in answers.
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(ii) Using Figure 2 and your own knowledge, suggest two reasons why the
distribution of Earth’s biomes is changing over time.

(4)

.............................................................................

a\__

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

1 mark for use of natural resources (1) and a second mark for its
development - taiga for medicine (plausible if not the most obvious
resource in the taiga) gets the 2nd mark. (1)

In the second part, climate change is enough for first mark (1) but the
development is too weak to credit.
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Question 2 (a)(i)

Not a complicated or, indeed, mathematically challenging task but the text did need reading
carefully which was sadly not the case for some. The commonest wrong answer was 3.5
(billion) suggesting that these candidates may have stopped reading Figure 5 before they got
to 'half the estimated value of the oil'. About a quarter of candidates got this wrong.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This too was not mathematically demanding but, once again, candidates needed to
understand the data rather more clearly than some did. These candidates didn't 'see' that
the final row was the TOTAL for all three global regions. Perhaps they simply didn't see that
all they needed to do was to subtract 70.7 from 100. Perhaps they imagined that this was too
simple a mathematical task?
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Question 2 (c)

This also seems to have been quite fertile ground for gathering marks. Figure 3 and Figure 4
have a good deal of text which is ‘liftable’ material and that is fine because candidates need
to ‘lift’ the right material, which is a skill in itself (AO4). The modal mark was 4 with 30% of
candidates getting full marks and only 13% falling to score anything at all.
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(c) Using Figure 3 and Figure 4, explain one strength and one weakness of global
actions to protect rainforests.

(4)
Strength
LREDDs . hebp prevenr . degoredeon . This de e
_________ becesnoe Mmmmwmhm

Weakness

They,... are. . Aselhaan fu(lecx Psa. o ecEAERS
b;m AL ﬁa@cd CAMNRDRD ... ma‘amt A=

dordle. owp . Counem . dinibest... fuundin o ﬁﬁ)&)ﬁ;

Y 1{ ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments

This is a full mark answer despite it appearing on first reading to be
something of a mirror as in 'some countries can' which increases forest
protection whilst the second is 'some countries can't or won't' which
reduces donations.

However, assuming that all are agreed that the first part is worth 2

marks we are afforded some detail in the about 'developed' countries

being reluctant and the fact that it is 'voluntary'. These extra

refinements make the 'weakness' section also worthy of 2 marks - thus
4 marks overall.

’“ V \ ResultsPlus
\4

| Examiner Tip
In these 4-mark 'Explain' questions, make sure that you have a balance
with both sections having one basic point and a second point which
should be a development of the first.
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(c) Using Figure 3 and Figure 4, explain one strength and one weakness of global

actions to protect rainforests.
(4)
Strength
............. 2 m:mmhmhz.\ghvbanwmigh
\‘vt\f‘h ................... ?4.&'::4..\, ............. A SR CEARD. ... ALY PO TS T TS Y. U2 o S

This is an example of how, having gathered two marks in the first part
the candidate is unable to reverse the idea effectively when the RB did
suggest a couple of potential routes taken in the first exemplar.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

This question was answered successfully by the vast majority of candidates - the few who
opted for 'oil' were presumably working on the assumption that since oil was the centre of
the scenario they had been presented with, it must be the largest export. Perhaps they failed
to look at the resource. Over 90% got this right.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

All this question required was for candidates to know what constitutes a 'physical' cause and
then find one on Figure 6.

Most did this successfully. The 30% who got this wrong mostly opted for falling oil-prices as
their answer were perhaps guilty of either missing the word 'physical’ in the question or not
understanding it.
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

This question is based on two resources so both answers have to have a resource based
starting point. The resources are not unusually challenging but, as before, candidates do
need a decent specialist vocabulary to unlock all of the available information.

This question is harder to unlock than some of the other 4-mark 'Explain..." questions.
Candidates know from Topic 7 (people and the biosphere) there is a relationship between
wealth and consumption and both figures (but especially Figure 6) provided a good deal of
material for them if they could dig it out. Many could do this for the first reason, mostly using
Figure 5 but were often less efficient with the second which has less obvious resource
foundations. Unsurprisingly, the modal mark was 2 (31% of candidates) with 20% getting full
marks but a disappointing 24% failing to score anything at all.
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(i) Using Figures 5 and 6, suggest twe reasons why Ecuador’s consumption of

energy has grown at a faster rate than its population.
)

(a
AL /}’ ........ o{ P eeds e Qe oil @Cﬁé‘gg S
" f é}l e Meggoo 000 Aged with

oX\e¢ covckaes e JcCuc,iBo{ uﬂL Mnovl ..cheteY. . e

il Qreduks  pwud D bm ........ aeded S

2. nQu\ch—‘as\ U\W“J 3"\\ S Qe cmp:rca ke . o¥el

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

At first reading, this seems a little confused but there is a logic here -
getting oil out of the ground and exporting it in itself uses more oil and
that is why oil consumption has gone up. Convoluted but plausible for
2 marks.

There is nothing in the second part.

—
.-'f “\_\I

\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Take care to read through the resource booklet right at the start of the
exam. It needn't take long, but it'll be invaluable.
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(i) Using Figures 5 and 6, suggest two reasons why Ecuador’s consumption of
energy has grown at a faster rate than its population.
(4)

wath @usts the Wugh st of enegy oy w needed: Ao M populodasm
PuRas - Mo pople Wi UG B U9 b B g {oskes

a\___

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

COVID 19 meant people were at home (1) causing more energy to be
used (1) Second pointisn't particularly clear but gets 2-marks. Larger
GDP likely to consume more energy (1) having to export more goods

(1).

The second part of this was also in the previous exemplar and indeed
many other candidates. It isn't the first explanation to come to mind
but as remarked it is plausible.
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Question 3 (c)

This question is based on Topic 9.i b, so it is recalled knowledge. The question does not insist
on two renewable energy sources but on two impacts which may very well come from one
energy source. That is most likely to be HEP which crops up more often in the whole
specification than other renewable energy sources. There is no help from the RB. Close to
30% of candidates managed to gather all four marks, which was the modal mark. However,
very nearly a quarter failed to score anything at all. The main issue appeared to be a lack of
an understanding as to what constitutes a 'renewable' energy source.
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(c) Figure 7 shows how oil production can have a Fvegative impact on the
environment.

Using your own knowledge, explain two ways in which renewable energy
production can also have a negative impact on the environment.
(4)
1...H.si&d.m.g,\gem.c...,....pmm ......... ' k&nm\nc\mw&ama,knmvm

decouwdd B dores Aeks b land aeeds. s e Ceosed

..... Vol ensmoment

..... e Yoines. . . . . i .

a\_

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

HEP requires large areas of land to be cleared (1) and may cause
flooding (1). The points here are linked. One mark for point 2 for wind
turbines looking unnatural. Land cleared is repeated from the first
answer and because the question focused on impacts, these have to
be different.

3 marks in total.

,/:;w
\ ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip

Remember that all the question asked will require you to use the RB -
this is an example.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 03 20



PAWATLRY 2 T W WAJVADVIAT I IVLRALVLITLY W ruiwrl W 19Tl VT IR )
“W(c) Figure 7 shc\!zvs how oil praluctlon can have a negative impact on the J U

environment.

Using your own knowledge, explain two ways in which renewable energy
production can also have a negative impact on the environment.
(4)

. pe
1 .ﬁne.u.ga.....m.,..g....f:@ue:ﬁ.....s;.&.....memnm......mm%.....!o..u.x_._...'.m..e.sz.q.u.:e.s:..e.;....mgf_..

arRa.0f ..\.Lm.-.:!....ft.n.g.mr.s.......E.ps.....m.s:agé....!rs:e..p.t.....%c.n.m.n.....T...ﬁ..f.:.....mgg.9.....&@.9&..}.......
fand
L £0T 0Xea. LUuntoce sty nave £o e cleared ad. nouwan. ..
@ J0EFS
&%unv;?mm;hmmmmm«mmﬂ«tgumgjmemmmmmmuu
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Hevert Iy, POANS. G ey (N0 T GLoW. M e Laa R 1@33&;{1
SN, MRVIYIgg W ' O decren,se ‘N xcd.\uf?_(SIhj

N\

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer avoids the 'double' impact issue of the first exemplar. The
two impacts here are the clearance of rainforest and the 'destruction of
habitats'.

Biofuels require large areas of land (1) so large areas of rain forests
have to be cleared (1). HEP floods large areas of land (1) destroying
habitats (1.

<0
S | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Remember that if you are asked for two impacts it isn't quite good
enough to offer just one impact albeit for two different causes.
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Question 3 (d)

Figure 7 is a photograph showing visible deforestation, the laying of pipelines and heavy
machinery. There is no text.

Figure 8 is rich in text with an accompanying map and is likely to have been used much more
than Figure 7.

There is much to be lifted which can crowd out the all-important AO3 ‘deconstruction’ of
information and the candidates who ‘synthesises relevant information’ so candidates need to
make good connections between different strands of information. A feature of Level 3
answers is their ability to do this.

A characteristic of Level 1 answers is that candidates are inclined to be extreme in their
judgments. The threats are often millenarian with all lifeforms being wiped out, or all
surviving. This tendency is also apparent in Question 4.

A route for some was to contrast the issues facing ‘fully protected’ environments with ‘partly
protected’ areas. Some worked hard here to explore what might happen at the boundaries of
these different spaces. These 8-mark questions will discriminate, as they are designed to.
Pleasingly most candidates had a go with fewer empty responses; less than 8% scored 0
marks. About 20% were Level 1 and 16% Level 3 answers . The majority were placed in Level
2 with 5 being the modal mark and 4.4 the mean. Getting middle-ability candidates to glean
one or two more marks on the 8 - mark questions and the 16-mark final question would
obviously have a significant impact on overall centre performance. Probably the best route
for most would be to use the resource booklet more critically .

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 03 22



(d) Using evidence from Figures 7 .and 8, mﬁ:&ﬂmﬁto\’uunmaﬁoml Park
(YNP) and its communities.
(8)
O Lot o~ (0 (- leakous e L) |
........... Qv KRk Ao {INP. A5 A TSy R o AT PR ... ..
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Y &{ ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments

This is a strong response. It is notable for excellent AO3 in which
material that is clearly, although not always explicitly, taken from the
(AO4) RB provides a platform for further development. Biodiversity is
addressed as are food web-chains and food webs to illustrate the
inherent interdependence of fauna and flora. There is a thoughtful
discussion about the difficulty of protecting the YNB given its proximity
to unprotected areas. There is assessment here too identifying TNCs

are the most culpable.

It scored 8 marks.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 03 24



(d) Using evidence from Figures 7 and 8, assess the threats to Yasuni National Park
(YNP) and its communities. ' |
(8

...... AEVARS. ... OANE....2.. DT Bplovakiens 13 8o vese *e
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NS ResultsPlus

/'--. Examiner Comments
This answer has decent AO4 and it does attempt to assess as in ‘the
least threats...’ and ‘the more least (sic) threats’ but the supportive
evidence is sketchy and sometimes hard to follow as with the last few
lines focussing on international relations.

This is obviously better than Level 1 on both AO3 and AO4 descriptors
but is not challenging for Level 3 either.

5 marks.
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(d) Using evidence from Figures 7 and 8, assess the threats to Yasuni National Park
(YNP) and its communities.
(8)

1= Cut... Gﬁﬂwl’*a“-h Cauge  a lass
o€ habib | ohich  can cause  the  popdabhon

becmmr)g Pollytex . 16 ,,.(:’l%g betr) b ppes &
...... € 8¢ damoge  can. come. frem. ICads.

|

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A very brief response of seven lines of text. What is here is not without
some merit as it traces the impact of habitat loss through two more
stages which include some obvious errors as in pollution of ‘nearby
rivers and seas'. The fact that there is a chain of reassigning is enough
to get 2 marks.

f"-_\l

M4\ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
It is always worth adding more to an answer if you can - just think
about what the RB has to offer.
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Question 3 (e)

Figure 9 provided a very respectable range of possible answers for candidates, so the
question produced a large number of 2 mark answers with nearly 90% getting this right.
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Question 3 (f)(i)

This question is another that was targeted at AO1 knowledge and is unrelated to anything in
the RB. As referenced in the introduction to the paper this proved to be, quite unexpectedly
something of a graveyard with close to 80% failing to find one, let alone two examples of
'unconventional' fossil fuel sources. The relevant part of the specification (Topic 9.4b) reads
as follows:

'Environmental costs (negative impacts on water quality and ecosystems) of developing new
unconventional oil and gas sources (tar sands, shale gas) in ecologically-sensitive and isolated
areas.'

This is the second part of the detailed content embedded in the key idea which is: 'The
world's continuing reliance of fossil fuels increases pressure to exploit new areas.'

Two examples are literally 'specified' and 'fossil fuels' are referenced in the key idea. There
are dark corners of any specification, but it was, nonetheless, a surprise that this is clearly
one of them especially given how central the debate about fossil fuels is to the whole of this
topic.

(f) Study Figure 10.
(i) Figure 10 mentions unconventional fossil fuels. >

Using your own knowledge, name tweo unconventional fossil fuel sources.
e

o VAR QAP e SRRSO

[,
,

\'/ / ResultsPlus

/'--.". Examiner Comments

We allowed both fracking and shale gas in the mark scheme although
well aware that fracking is a process rather than a name for a fuel
source.

However, we only allowed fracking or shale gas/oil so this scored 1
mark.
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(f) Study Figure 10.
() Figure 10 mentions unconventional fossil fuels.

Using your own knowledge, name two unconventional fossil fuel sources.

So, 1 mark for fracking (see previous) and 1 mark for tar sands.
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Question 3 (f)(ii)

Assessment should involve an attempt to come to a judgement. It is a challenging command
word and some just ignore it and answer a different question. Specifically, something along
the lines of: "Who emits most CO , and why?'

The reading of Figure 10 prompted most to offer a three-part division:
Developed = most

Emerging = second most but growing

Developing = least.

This was often supported by some data with a minority approaching the data by
manipulating it in some way e.g. adding together USA, UK and other developed = 58.5 % but
only 1.2 billion people so a per capita point can be made.

Others wrote out one or more of the bullet points but often left it without comment. A small
number took the 1750 hint and suggested that the developed world have cleared up their
act. Only a tiny number mentioned global shift of manufacturing as a factor despite the
heavy ‘China’ hint here. An even smaller number made any comment about variations within
a country despite the Yasuni being an obvious example.

The question performed much like Question 3(d), also an 8-mark question. The modal mark
was, once again, 5 marks and the mean was 4.2. Candidates who did spot the temporal
element reference here would, all other things being equal, generally get into Level 3 or
failing that, because of limitations elsewhere, to the top of Level 2. As noted in the
commentary provided for Question 3(b) getting, for the purposes of this example, Grade 5
candidates to improve their performance by better deconstruction of the question on this
question, Question 3(d) and most critically Question 4 would have significant impact on their
ultimate grade.
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(ii) Using evidence from Figure 10, assess which countries are most and least
responsible for carbon dioxide emissions over time.
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ﬂ( < ResultsPlus

b/-----.. Examiner Comments

As with many other examples, there is no account of the over time
element in this answer. For many candidates, the temporal element
was ignored despite the very heavy steer in the text that accompanies
the resource. This answer shows a tenuous grasp of the relationship

between high income countries and industry. There is some confused
vocabulary and a limited grasp of economic geography.

Low level AO4, and not a lot of AO3 so 4 marks.

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Remember that there will be variations within and between countries,
and over time.
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(i) Using evidence from Figure 10, assess which countries are most and least
responsible for carbon dioxide emissions over time. '
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b/“--. Examiner Comments

This is significantly stronger than the previous example and is on the
cusp of Level 2 and Level 3. The AO4 is quite strong with an overview of
the relative contribution to greenhouse emissions. There is some
reflection on that data and it comes to a view, a simple assessment but
largely coherent. It also recognises (at the top of the second page) that
developed countries have a history of carbon dioxide emissions as

'they have released' the most CO?.

So, this was given 6 marks.

\

| Examiner Tip
Underline or highlight the keywords in a question - in this case most
and least responsible.
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Question 4

Over the past few years, many centres have trained their candidates to answer this most
challenging of the questions on the paper by covering the following sub-questions:

1. What is so good about your option?
2. What is not so good about the other two options?
3. What are the drawbacks of your own chosen option?

Suffice it to say that Level 1 answers sometimes do the first, rarely do the second and almost
never do the third.

However, there are other elements to this question to look out for:
1. Have they spotted ‘long-term future’ in the question?

2.If so, is it clear what they mean when using the term?

3. Have they taken the hint about ‘for all of Ecuador’s people'?

4. If so, how have they approached it: ‘indigenous people’ and the ‘rest’ or something more
complicated?

Even the best answers will have gaps in their coverage. Those 'best' answers often
introduced the relatively accessible idea that none of these options come without some
drawbacks. The candidates who write to a Yes/No/ Maybe formula would be better advised
to adopt a 'Maybe the best/Maybe not perfect/ but better than the others because...'
approach.
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Select the option you think offers the best long-term future for all of Ecuador’s
people.

Justify your choice.

Use information from the Resource Booklet and knowledge and understanding from
the rest of your geography course to support your answer.

(12)
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response.

It is not at the top of Level 3 because it is quite narrowly argued and
could offer more RB evidence to support its case. It could also be more
attentive to ‘carefully’ and ‘all of Ecuador’s people’. Option 2 is selected.
On the first page, it is suggested that the government will gain tax
revenue to ‘help develop the country’. This argument is continued on
the next page when the candidate suggests that the government can
restrict oil output and thus raise its price. This is a sophisticated idea
and entirely of the candidate’s making. It was important not to hold
back in crediting this because that is not, of course, the way that global
oil prices work and Ecuador’s output is far too small to have that effect.
We cannot expect a GCSE candidate to have that knowledge. The idea
passes a plausibility test. The answer goes on to identify how the tax
revenues could be used to offset losses to indigenous peoples caused
by the oil industry. The candidate also offers a criticism of their chosen
option (a common characteristic of Level 3 answers). The material on
‘acid rain’ also passes a plausibility test and builds on it by observing
how tax revenues might help in offsetting the negative impacts of oil
exploitation by replanting forest. The very brief criticism of the other
two options includes a slip of the pen over ‘option 2’ in the penultimate
line and these reflections could have been developed.

However, an impressive and thoughtful Level 3 response. The SPaG
places it into Level 2 for 3 marks.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
Remember that no option will be perfect - it'll be a choice between
imperfect options.
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Select the option you think offers the best long-term future for all of Ecuador’s

Justify your choice.

Use information from the Resource Booklet and knowledge and understanding from

the rest of your geography course to support your answer.
(12)
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¢ / ResultsPlus
/'--.". Examiner Comments

An unusual response from this candidate who takes the statement in
Option 1 literally and constructs an open letter to ‘foreign
governments'. There are occasional AO3 observations here based on
AO4 material from the RB as in ‘this data was taken in 2017 but it has
not improved much'. The polemical nature of the answer is not an
issue but the muddle over the ‘you spend 4.9 billion of oil’ is
problematic undermining the coherence of the argument.

It was placed in Level 2 and awarded 5 marks with a further 2 marks
for the SPaG.

ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Most decisions made by governments will benefit some people, but
almost never will everyone benefit. Try to pick out winners and losers
for each of the three options offered.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following
advice:

1. Pay attention to the key terms in Topic 7, 8 and 9 - make a list.

2. Use past papers and talk through the expectations of both resource based and non-
resource based questions.

3. Pay particular attention to the different types of questions: MCQ and short answer
'ldentify/Calculate, 4-mark 'Explain' questions and, lastly (but not least) the extended writing
trio (8/8/16).

4. Introduce key concepts, many of which will always be useful whatever 'scenario’ is
presented; these include:

a. rural/urban contrasts

b. short-term/long term impacts

c. different players e.g. governments, populations, TNCs

d. opportunity cost of capital - money spent on one thing cannot be spent on another
e. externalities - unlooked for effects on 'third' parties

f. Sustainability - what does it mean?
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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