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Introduction

This report provides an overview of candidate performance in the 2025 Pearson Edexcel GCSE 
(9–1) Geography B Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues. The paper continues to assess a broad range 
of skills, including the application of geographical knowledge, understanding of UK-specific 
contexts, and the ability to evaluate fieldwork and enquiry processes.

The paper retained its familiar structure. Section A examined the UK’s evolving physical 
landscape, Section B focused on the UK’s human landscape, and Section C allowed for choice 
between coastal or river processes and urban or rural change. Most candidates opted for rivers 
or coastal investigations alongside the urban fieldwork investigation.

Each question is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives (AOs) and includes 
multiple-choice questions, short open responses, calculations and 8-mark extended writing 
questions. There is also a range of examination command words that candidates need to be 
familiar with, the most common being ‘describe’, ‘explain’, ‘compare’, ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate’.

The overall exam performance was similar to 2025. The report also noted that the optionality 

within the paper did not disadvantage candidates based on their chosen routes.

Candidates generally responded well to short 2-mark questions, particularly those requiring 
explanation of urban inequality, regeneration impacts, and erosion levels at different rates. 
Responses were often concise and focused, with increasing use of case study detail and 
geographical terminology. However, in the 4-mark questions, some answers lacked development 
or failed to fully address the command words.

Fieldwork questions continue to improve year on year. Candidates demonstrated growing 
confidence in identifying and explaining both quantitative and qualitative methods, with beach 
profiling, field sketches, and photographs being the most commonly cited techniques. The 
application of theory such as the Bradshaw Model was more secure in river contexts than coastal, 
though some candidates struggled to link theory to their own data.

Extended writing 8-mark questions continue to show steady improvement, especially at the grade 
2, 3, and 4 levels. These questions, including those requiring assessment of conclusions or 
secondary data, were more consistently attempted than in previous series. These responses were 
observed across Questions 4, 7, 8E, 9E, 10B, and 11B. Stronger responses distinguished 
themselves by offering balanced arguments, using resource data/information, and integrating 
skills from both AO3 and AO4. Candidates who excelled often demonstrated a clear structure, 
addressing the question directly and exploring themes within the resource. In contrast, weaker 
responses tended to rely on copying data or presenting undeveloped points, missing 
opportunities to fully assess the material.

Overall, candidate performance in 2025 reflects steady progress in exam technique and 
understanding of geographical enquiry. Centres are encouraged to continue supporting students 
in developing analytical skills, applying theory with precision, and using case study detail to 
strengthen responses.
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Question 1(b)

Two-mark ‘Explain…’ questions are common across the GCSE B papers and require candidates to 
make a clear, relevant point (1 mark) and then develop that point to show understanding (second 
mark). In this case, candidates were expected to identify a physical impact of glaciation and then 
explain how or why this feature formed.

For example, a valid response might be “Glaciation formed U-shaped valleys” (1 mark), followed 
by “The movement of glaciers eroded the valley sides and floor through abrasion” (1 mark).

While most candidates could name a glacial landform such as U-shaped valleys, corries, or 

ribbon lakes, many struggled to explain the processes behind their formation, which is 

necessary to access the second mark.

A common error was the inclusion of freeze-thaw weathering. While freeze-thaw is associated 
with cold climates and upland areas, it is a weathering process, not a direct impact of glacial 
movement. As the question asked specifically for an impact of glaciation, marks were only 
awarded for features formed by erosion or deposition by ice, such as U-shaped valleys, corries, 
and moraines.

Some candidates also included misconceptions about sea level rise or melting ice flooding 
habitats—concepts more closely related to climate change than to the shaping of upland 
landscapes by glaciation.

To achieve full marks, candidates need to clearly identify a glacial landform and support this with 
an explanation that demonstrates how glaciation created it, avoiding confusion with unrelated 
processes.
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The candidate demonstrates basic understanding of the impact of glaciation by identifying

the transformation from a V-shaped to a U-shaped valley. Although the explanation lacks

logical sequencing, they attempt to explain this change through erosion, showing partial

understanding of geomorphological processes.

'Explain' is prompting candidates to explore cause-and-effect relationships. It’s about saying

why something happens, not just what happens.
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Question 1(c)

This question was more accessible than 1b. Two-mark ‘Explain’ questions require candidates to

state a valid reason (1 mark) and then develop it with linked explanation or reasoning (1

additional mark). In this case, candidates needed to identify a factor that influences the rate of

erosion and then explain why it causes differences between rock types.

A typical full-mark response might be “Some rocks are softer than others” (1 mark) followed by

“Softer rocks like clay or sandstone are more easily worn away by processes like hydraulic action

or abrasion” (1 mark).

Most candidates could identify a correct factor such as rock hardness, resistance, or rock type,

but fewer provided clear development to explain why this caused erosion to occur at different

rates.

Commonly seen answers simply stated “Some rocks are harder than others” which correctly

identified the reason but lacked development. To achieve the second mark, candidates needed to

explain that harder rocks resist erosion, or that softer rocks erode more quickly under coastal or

river processes.

To gain full marks, candidates must move beyond identifying a characteristic to explain how that

characteristic influences erosion rates.
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In this response, hard and soft rock are identified as the reason why rocks are eroded at

different rates. The candidate  does not provide any extension to this point. This response

scores 1 mark.
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This answer correctly identifies the level of rock resistance as a factor influencing erosion

rates. The candidate then extends this by explaining that rocks with lower resistance erode

more quickly than those with higher resistance. 2 marks.

Point-marked questions dominate this and other GCSE papers. You need to make one

explanatory point for each mark with the second mark being a development from the first.
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Question 2(a)ii

This was correctly answered by the majority of candidates with the most popular responses

identifying the large boulders in the forefront of the image.
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Question 2(b)

The majority of candidates gained at least 1 mark here. The majority of candidates correctly

identified a relevant difference, with the majority focusing on the orientation of rock layers as

either parallel or perpendicular to the coastline. Some also referenced variations in rock banding,

which demonstrated a solid understanding of the geological context.

Many candidates successfully earned the second mark by explaining how this difference

influences erosion patterns and landform development. For example, they clearly linked

discordant coastlines to the formation of headlands and bays due to differential erosion, while

concordant coastlines were described as having fewer such features because of more uniform

erosion.

This shows that a substantial portion of candidates not only recognized the key difference but

also effectively explained the coastal landscape consequences, meeting the full requirements of

the question.
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This candidate was awarded one mark for a correct difference identified. Discordant

coastlines have headlands and bays, concordant ones do not.
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This answer earned 2 marks because it clearly explains the key difference between

concordant and discordant coastlines. The candidate correctly identifies that a concordant

coastline is formed when rock strata are parallel to the coast, and a discordant coastline

occurs when the rock strata are perpendicular to the sea. The explanation is extended by

describing the typical features formed by each type of coastline. For concordant coastlines,

the candidate mentions that they usually form bays and coves, while discordant coastlines

typically form headlands and bays.
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Question 2(c)

Candidates performed very well on this question. The most common and well-explained impact

was rising sea levels leading to increased flooding along coastlines. Many candidates not only

identified this impact but also clearly explained how higher sea levels cause more frequent and

severe coastal flooding, demonstrating a strong grasp of the processes involved.

Other candidates also referenced impacts such as increased erosion or loss of habitats, though

these were less frequent. Overall, the majority showed a clear understanding of both the cause

(climate change causing sea level rise) and the effect (more flooding) successfully meeting the

criteria for full marks.
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The candidate identifies that climate change causes the melting of ice glaciers in the Arctic,

leading to rising sea levels. This, in turn, results in the flooding of coastal landscapes. The

response correctly connects the cause and effect, fulfilling the criteria for full marks.

For a 2-mark question, the response should explain the process in basic terms and link it to

a specific impact on the coastal landscape. Be concise but specific. Mentioning both the

change (e.g. melting glaciers) and the resulting consequence (e.g. flooding of coastal areas)

ensures you meet the requirements for full marks. Avoid vague statements and focus on a

direct impact-and-effect relationship.
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Question 2(d)

Candidates generally demonstrated good understanding of soft engineering approaches to

managing coastal erosion. Most successful candidates referred specifically to beach

replenishment or beach nourishment, explaining how adding sediment to the beach helps to

mitigate the effects of erosion by maintaining or increasing beach width.

However, a sizeable number of candidates mentioned groynes or sea walls, which are hard

engineering methods and received no credit. To secure marks, candidates needed to go beyond

simply naming methods and clearly explain why soft engineering techniques manage erosion

effectively—for example, by working with natural processes, being cost-effective, or having less

environmental impact than hard engineering.

Some candidates only listed methods without explanation, limiting their marks. Clear explanation

of the benefits or mechanisms of soft engineering was essential for full credit.
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This answer earned 2 marks because it clearly explains the process of beach replenishment

as a soft engineering strategy. The candidate identifies that extra sand and pebbles are

added to the beach, which makes the beach wider. This helps to manage erosion by making

it take longer for the original beach to erode. The answer addresses both the method and its

effect on coastal erosion, meeting the criteria for full marks.

Simply naming the engineering method without explaining its effect wouldn’t have been

enough, as the question specifically asks to explain.
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This was a common mistake by many candidates. The answer it incorrectly referred to

groynes, which are a hard engineering strategy, not a soft engineering technique. 0 marks.

Make a list of key terms that cause misunderstanding and do your best to learn them before

the examination.
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Question 3(c)

Most candidates correctly identified a cost, typically that hard engineering is expensive, and a

benefit, usually that it protects areas from flooding. Many were able to secure the benefit

explanation mark by clearly describing how hard engineering reduces flood damage and protects

people and property.

However, fewer candidates developed the cost explanation beyond stating “it costs a lot.”

Stronger responses explained the wider repercussions of expensive flood defenses on local

communities, such as budget constraints for other services or long-term maintenance challenges.

This limited some candidates from achieving full marks on the cost side.

A notable number of candidates misunderstood the question focus on flood risk, particularly

river or urban flooding, and instead discussed coastal flooding or coastal defenses. While this was

off the main topic, examiners often credited responses where the explanation of costs or benefits

could logically apply to flood risk management in general.

For example, explanations about expensive flood defenses or protection from flooding were

sometimes accepted even if the context was coastal rather than rivers, as the underlying

principles of hard engineering remain relevant.

Nevertheless, to maximize marks, candidates should be encouraged to address the specific

context of the question—in this case, flood risk management related to rivers or inland flooding

rather than coastal flooding.
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This answer received 4 marks because it clearly explains one cost and one benefit of using

hard engineering to manage flood risk. The cost is well described, stating that structures like

embankments and dams are extremely expensive to build and require a large amount of

capital to maintain them. The benefit is also clearly explained, noting that hard engineering

methods often last a long time and provide extended protection from flooding compared to

soft engineering methods. Both points are accurate, relevant, and show understanding,

fulfilling the requirements for full marks. Additionally, the use of specific examples and a

direct comparison with soft engineering strengthens the response and demonstrates a good

level of geographical knowledge.

You can never lose marks in a geography examination – you can fail to gain them. Never

cross out an answer unless you replace it and never leave questions unanswered.
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Question 4

The clear design of the question significantly shaped candidate responses, encouraging direct

reference to the resource provided. This approach resulted in notably fewer empty scripts or

zero-mark answers compared to other questions. Most candidates used the resource effectively,

triggering explanations about physical processes linked to river discharge and seasonal variation.

Better responses showed analytical development, applying AO3 skills to evaluate impacts on

flood risk.

Strengths:

• Many candidates responded well to the assess command, presenting balanced conclusions

about physical and human influences.

• Most used the resource to support their arguments, identifying factors such as seasonal

rainfall, soil saturation, and vegetation cover.

• Strong answers included detailed analysis and precise geographical terminology such as

interception, percolation, and infiltration—enhancing clarity and depth.

• Candidates who considered human activities (e.g. urbanisation or land-use change) alongside

physical processes produced more rounded evaluations.

• Linked AO3 development was evident in higher-level responses, strengthening the quality of

assessment.

• The best answers include a range of physical causes assessed well and then human factors to

balance argument, and then used this to assess, using language such phrases as ‘more so’,

‘less so’, ‘on the other hand’, ‘more importantly’ and ‘less significant’.

Areas for Improvement:

• Some candidates simply copied data from the resource without applying it to flood risk or

river discharge, limiting AO3 performance.

• A number of responses were explanatory but lacked comparative assessment between

physical and human factors.

• Few candidates explored potential limitations of the resource or questioned the reliability of

its data.

• Broader connections to prior learning—such as impacts of climate change or river basin

management—were rare.

• In typed responses, poor punctuation sometimes hindered clarity, suggesting the need for

focused practice on written communication.

Summary: Candidates generally performed well, especially in identifying physical processes. To

improve further, they should aim for more critical application of the resource, compare physical

and human influences with clear judgement, and work on clarity in expression and punctuation

when typing.
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This answer received full marks because it provides a well-rounded and detailed assessment

of the physical and human factors responsible for river flooding. The candidate effectively

uses evidence from Figure 3, linking the highest river discharge to increased rainfall in the

winter months, demonstrating the importance of physical processes like precipitation.

Additionally, the answer discusses the role of urbanisation, highlighting how development

on floodplains reduces natural infiltration and increases surface runoff, which exacerbates

flooding. The candidate refers to  both physical and human factors (although this is not

necessary for achieving top levels), assessing their relative significance and acknowledging

how they interact to contribute to flooding. By balancing both perspectives and using

evidence effectively the response meets the criteria for full marks. Level 3-8 marks.

For 'Assess…' questions linked to a resource, begin by describing what the data shows. You

can earn marks by identifying clear patterns. For instance, from November to April,

discharge is mostly below the mean, while from May to October, it consistently rises above

the mean indicating a seasonal trend.
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Question 5(a)i

This question assessing candidates’ ability to calculate the mean performed better than the 

following question (5aii), indicating strong familiarity with calculating averages from data. 

Most candidates approached the task confidently, demonstrating secure understanding of 

the method, adding values and dividing by the total number of entries. The decision not to 

require candidates to write out the method saved time and allowed for more focused 

responses, though those who included their working were still able to gain credit if the final 

answer was incorrect. The clarity of the question and the routine nature of the 

skill contributed to confident responses, with very few blank or misinterpreted responses.
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This candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of how to calculate the mean

percentage, providing the correct answer to one decimal place.

Although there is no requirement to show your working, it will always be beneficial to the

candidate as if the answer is incorrect there is still an available mark for a correct method.
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Question 5(a)ii

The vast majority of candidates were familiar and well prepared for the numeracy skills required 
to determine the number of people employed in manufacturing in London. A key change this 
year meant candidates were no longer required to write out the calculation method, which 
helped streamline responses and save time. However, candidates were still encouraged to 
include their method, as doing so could earn a mark even if the final answer was incorrect. This 
adjustment contributed to a noticeably fewer blank or zero-mark responses compared to 

previous years.
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2 marks. The response shows a correct method and answer.

Know the difference between mean, median and mode.
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Question 5(b)

Overall, this question was answered well, with many candidates correctly identifying key reasons

for the decline in employment in the UK’s secondary sector. The most common and accurate

responses referred to the impacts of globalisation, particularly the outsourcing of manufacturing

to countries with lower labour costs, and mechanisation, where automation has replaced many

manual jobs.

Some candidates also referred to the emergence of the quaternary sector and increased

employment opportunities in the tertiary sector, although these points were less frequently

mentioned. Stronger answers demonstrated clear understanding by using terms such as

deindustrialisation and outsourcing, and by linking improved education and skills to a shift

towards other economic sectors.

However, a minority of candidates showed limited understanding of the question, citing

unrelated factors such as immigration or the cost of living crisis. A number of responses were too

vague, for example stating “people get more pay elsewhere” without explanation or context.

While some candidates attempted to link demographic changes to a decline in manufacturing

employment, these were often underdeveloped or lacked clarity.

A common area for improvement was the development of ideas, as many responses listed valid

reasons but did not expand on them to gain full marks.
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This answer scored 4 marks because it provides two clear and well-explained reasons for the

decline in the percentage of people employed in the UK’s secondary (manufacturing) sector.

The first reason is that improved education leads to a more skilled workforce, pushing

individuals into higher-skilled tertiary and quaternary jobs instead of manufacturing. The

second reason is outsourcing, where companies move manufacturing jobs to countries with

cheaper labor, resulting in fewer manufacturing positions in the UK. Both reasons are

relevant, accurately explained, and demonstrate a clear understanding of the factors

contributing to the decline in the sector, meeting the requirements for full marks.
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Question 5(c)

This four-mark ‘Explain’ question revealed a significant gap in candidates’ understanding of the

term ‘population structure’. Many responses mistakenly focused on population density or the

number of people living in each region, rather than addressing the intended focus on age

demographics. This confusion often led to vague or irrelevant answers that lacked the precision

required for higher marks.

While some candidates did correctly identify differences such as a more youthful population in

urban areas, they often failed to develop their points with a clear explanation of why these

differences exist. Responses that mentioned factors like employment or higher education

opportunities in cities, or the appeal of rural areas to older populations, were generally more

successful.

A common limitation in weaker responses was the lack of reasoning. Candidates often stated

differences in population structure without exploring the underlying causes, which restricted

their ability to access the top marks. There was also a tendency for some candidates to treat age

as an afterthought, with limited connection to geographical context.

Overall, stronger answers were those that demonstrated understanding of age-related patterns

in population structure and linked them explicitly to urban and rural characteristics such as job

availability, lifestyle preferences, and migration patterns.
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This answer earned 2 marks because it clearly distinguishes the population structure of

urban and rural areas. It explains that urban areas are predominantly made up of young

people, often due to universities and education, while rural areas have a higher proportion

of older people, typically due to retirement and a desire for a quieter lifestyle. Both points

accurately describe the population structures of each area.

30 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



This answer scored 0 marks because it focuses on population density rather than

population structure, failing to explain any difference in the age, occupation, or

characteristics of the populations in urban and rural areas.
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Question 6(a)i

This question was generally well answered, with the majority of candidates able to identify key

characteristics of the Central Business District (CBD), such as tall buildings and high pedestrian

density. Very few responses failed to recognise any CBD features.

Commonly cited examples included high-rise buildings, a dense urban layout, and large crowds,

all of which demonstrated a sound understanding of the topic. References to shops were also

frequent, with specific examples such as “Primark” used to support points made.

Some responses were more limited, offering vague descriptions such as “buildings,” “green

space,” or “facilities,” which lacked the precision needed for higher marks. Nevertheless, most

candidates showed a secure grasp of the question and performed well overall.

32 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



Question 6(a)ii

This question was generally well understood, with most candidates able to identify how green 
spaces contribute to improved quality of life. Common responses included references to 
relaxation and mental health benefits, as well as environmental improvements such as better air 
quality due to trees absorbing carbon dioxide.

Many candidates also identified the role of green spaces in encouraging exercise, often linking 
this to enhanced mental wellbeing. Stronger answers made clear and explicit connections 
between green spaces and quality of life, highlighting the benefits for both physical and mental 
health, such as stress reduction or improved respiratory conditions.

While most responses demonstrated a secure understanding of the topic, some candidates 
struggled to fully develop their ideas or failed to clearly link their points to the broader concept of 
quality of life. Nonetheless, a wide range of valid reasons was seen, and overall performance on 
this question was positive.
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This answer received 2 marks because it correctly explains that green spaces provide a place

for people to enjoy the outdoors and get fresh air, benefitting from the clean oxygen

produced by vegetation. The explanation is clear and relevant, addressing how green spaces

improve quality of life in the city.
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Question 6(b)

The focus on a ‘named UK city’, as in other examples in the past, was to operate as an aide

memoire for candidates. There was no credit given for naming a city or, indeed, a penalty for not

naming one. This question was generally well answered, with most candidates correctly

identifying a negative impact of regeneration and referencing a named UK city—typically London,

Birmingham, or Newcastle. The most frequent point was rising house prices leading to

displacement of local residents, especially in areas like Stratford or Hackney. Some candidates

included local detail to support their explanation, which improved clarity. A few responses

confused regeneration with general urban change or gave positive impacts, limiting marks. Most

answers showed good understanding and were developed enough to access both marks, though

some spent longer than necessary on a 2-mark response.
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This answer received 2 marks because it explains that regeneration in Leeds can raise

housing prices, which may displace local residents as they can no longer afford to live in the

area due to the increased cost of living. The point is clearly developed by linking rising prices

to the negative impact on local people.

Case study knowledge needs to be learnt—this paper has relatively few so make sure they

are secure.
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Question 6(c)

This question asked candidates to explain two reasons why some parts of a named UK city 
experience higher levels of inequality. Most candidates were able to identify at least one 

valid reason but struggling to develop both points fully. Responses were often generalised, 

with limited use of case study detail or clear explanation of how the factors contributed to 

inequality.

Many candidates referred to differences in job types and pay across areas, but few explained how 
this leads to unequal access to housing, services, or opportunities. Some used ideas from earlier 
questions such as regeneration to support their answers, noting that investment in certain areas 
can drive up house prices and displace lower income residents. However, this was not 
consistently linked to inequality outcomes.

Common themes included variation in education quality, employment opportunities, and 
investment levels. A few candidates mentioned migration, but explanations were often vague or 
based on misconceptions. Stronger responses named specific cities such as London, Birmingham, 
or Newcastle, and referred to contrasting areas within them, for example Stratford versus 
Hackney in London or Solihull versus inner city Birmingham. These answers showed clearer 
understanding of how spatial and economic factors contribute to inequality.

Most candidates scored at least two marks here.
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This response gained full marks because it clearly gives two detailed reasons for inequality

in Leeds. It explains how areas like Harehills suffer from deindustrialisation, leading to

unemployment and poor services, while areas like Holbeck have benefited from

regeneration and investment. The answer uses specific place names and links causes to

effects, showing clear geographical understanding.

You should be able to identify by name a number of contrasting areas of your chosen city—

you won’t get any credit for just naming them but it will help you remember their

chracteristics more effectively.
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Question 7

The question assessing how 15-minute cities contribute to urban sustainability yielded strong 
responses from most candidates. Most candidates showed good understanding of the 

concept, particularly the environmental benefits such as reduced traffic, lower emissions, and 

increased active travel. Stronger answers used the provided resource effectively and 

demonstrated awareness of the ‘sustainability stool’—addressing environmental, social and 

economic factors.

Strengths:
• Many candidates were confident with the command word assess, often concluding their

answers clearly.

• Frequent points included reduced traffic, lowered emissions, and active travel options like

walking and cycling.

• Better responses incorporated all three sustainability pillars, structuring their answers clearly

and referencing the full resource.

• Use of geographical terminology was generally strong, contributing to high-scoring answers.

• SPaG was mostly well handled, with many achieving top marks for language accuracy.

Areas for Improvement:

• Answers were often weighted heavily toward environmental sustainability, with limited

assessment of social (and especially economic) dimensions.

• Many responses leaned more toward description and explanation rather than balanced

assessment.

• Few candidates discussed potential drawbacks of the model (e.g. construction disruption or

implementation challenges).

• Wider contextual links—such as integration with public transport or cycle hire

schemes—were seldom made.

• Repetitive sentence structures occasionally weakened clarity, and some typed responses

showed poor punctuation, affecting readability.

Summary: Candidates generally understood how 15-minute cities promote sustainability,

especially environmental benefits. To improve, they should ensure more balanced coverage of all

sustainability pillars, incorporate critical viewpoints, and develop varied language use.

Strengthening punctuation skills—particularly in typed exams—will also help to convey ideas

more clearly.
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This example received full marks because it demonstrated a strong understanding of how

15-minute cities contribute to urban sustainability, addressing all three sustainability pillars:

environmental, social and economic. The response clearly applied the concept by explaining

how reduced reliance on cars leads to less pollution and noise, benefitting the environment.

It also analysed how 15-minute cities create social sustainability by fostering community

connections and economic sustainability by reducing commuting costs, allowing more

disposable income. The candidate effectively used evidence from the provided resource and

structured the answer well, with a clear focus on the broader impacts of the model. The

response showed a balanced evaluation, considering the long-term benefits without delving

into drawbacks, and was communicated clearly with good language and geographical

terminology. Level 3 - 8 marks

Remember that most conclusions are only partly accurate — so avoid using extreme or

absolute statements in your answers.
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Question 8(a)

This question was generally well answered, with most candidates able to identify a plausible 
quantitative method of data collection and link it to how coastal management has affected beach 
morphology. The majority referred to techniques such as beach profiling or sediment analysis, 
and successfully connected these to changes caused by management strategies like groynes or 
sea walls. As a result, many candidates achieved both marks.

Where marks were not awarded, it was typically due to candidates misunderstanding the 
question and failing to identify a valid fieldwork technique.
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This answer received 2 marks because it provides a clear explanation of the method and

how the data was collected. The first mark is awarded for explaining the basic method of

measuring the groynes' drop height at random points along the beach. The second mark is

given for detailing how the data was collected, specifically using a meter ruler.
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This answer received 2 marks because it explains both the basic method and why it was

used. The first mark is for describing the method of measuring the drop height of the

groynes. The second mark is awarded for explaining why this method was used, specifically

to assess how it affects beach morphology, such as trapping sediment and influencing

beach width, which provides insight into the impact of coastal management.
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Question 8(b)

This question was generally well answered, with most candidates able to identify a valid

qualitative method and explain how it related to their investigation of how coastal management

affects beach morphology. The most common responses were field sketches and photographs,

which were often linked to visual evidence of changes caused by defences such as groynes or sea

walls. These methods allowed candidates to record features like sediment build-up, beach

gradient, and erosion patterns.

Many candidates successfully explained how these techniques helped capture spatial differences

and supported analysis of coastal processes. A number of responses included annotations or

described how repeated photographs could show change over time. Where marks were not

awarded, it was usually due to confusion with quantitative methods or vague descriptions that

lacked explanation of how the method related to beach morphology. Overall, performance

reflected growing confidence with key terminology and appropriate method selection in

qualitative fieldwork.
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This answer received 2 marks because it clearly explains both the method and its purpose.

The candidate describes using annotated photographs as a qualitative fieldwork method.

They then explain that these photographs were used to collect information and opinions

about the beach and to detail the coastal management present, providing valuable insight

into how the beach is being managed.
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Question 8(c)

This question was moderately well answered, with most candidates referencing the Power’s Index

or coastal case studies. While these were relevant, explanations were often brief or lacked direct

links to fieldwork data. Responses commonly described sediment shape or coastal defences but

didn’t fully show how theory supported analysis.

Stronger answers explained how beach morphology aligned with expected patterns from

management strategies, such as sediment build-up behind groynes. Weaker responses confused

theory with method or gave vague descriptions. Overall, candidates are becoming more familiar

with coastal theory, but clearer application and connection to data are needed for full marks.
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This answer received 2 marks because it clearly explains how a geographical theory helped

understand the data. The candidate mentions the idea of longshore drift, which helped

explain why some parts of the beach had less sand and why one side of the groynes was

higher than the other. This provides a clear link between the theory and the observations

made during the investigation, addressing the question fully and effectively.
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Question 8(d)

Most candidates scored 2 marks on this question, showing basic understanding of secondary

data but limited ability to explain its importance. Stronger responses identified specific sources

such as OS maps or geology maps, explaining their use in selecting fieldwork sites or

understanding landscape context. Some referred to the role of geology in site choice, drawing

from Figure 8.

Weaker answers confused secondary with primary data, often mentioning questionnaires or EQS

incorrectly. Others gave vague explanations without linking to their own investigation. While

awareness of key terms is improving, candidates need clearer, well-developed reasons and

examples to access the full 4 marks.
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This answer received 4 marks because it provides two clear reasons why secondary data

was important for the investigation. First, the candidate explains that OS maps were used to

help plan the survey by identifying accessible areas. Second, they mention that council

records provided information about the types of beach management in the area, which

helped guide the investigation. Both reasons are relevant and well-explained, justifying the

full 4 marks.

When asked for two reasons make sure that they are obviously different.
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This answer received 4 marks because it clearly explains two reasons why secondary data

was important for the investigation. The first reason is that the candidate used a geology

map to identify suitable sites with specific geological features, ensuring that the sites chosen

were appropriate for studying coastal management techniques. The second reason is that

the candidate utilized Google Maps and GIS to identify and compare potential sites, helping

to plan the most efficient route and optimize time for data collection. Both reasons are well-

explained and directly contribute to the success of the investigation, justifying the full 4

marks.
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Question 8(e)

Most candidates focused on strengths, with fewer evaluating weaknesses, although some offered

a thoughtful critique of both.

Stronger responses provided balanced arguments, referencing sample size, question design, and

the reliability of results. A few candidates considered how the phrasing of questionnaire

categories or the method of selection could influence outcomes. Whilst most focused on

accuracy, the mark scheme allowed this interpretation.

Weaker answers tended to copy data or make basic statements without explanation. Many

mentioned sample size but didn’t explore its impact on the validity of the conclusion. Some

candidates misunderstood the question or failed to use the resource effectively.

Overall, performance showed improvement, with fewer blank responses than in previous series.

Candidates are increasingly confident in evaluating fieldwork conclusions, but clearer

understanding of reliability and more critical reflection on method design would help more reach

higher levels.
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This answer received 8 marks because it provides a detailed and well-reasoned assessment

of the strengths and weaknesses of the student’s conclusion. The candidate points out that

the small sample size of 17 responses limits the representativeness and reliability of the

data, making it unlikely to reflect the views of the broader population. The response

highlights that the greatest agreement on hard engineering was only 29%, which weakens

the conclusion. Additionally, the answer identifies the survey’s limited scope, as only 3

questions were asked, and the survey was conducted in one day, introducing potential bias.

The explanation of how subjective data collection methods, such as biased questions and

inadequate sampling, further reduce the reliability of the results strengthens the response.

Overall, the answer provides a thorough evaluation, using evidence from Figure 8 to support

the critique, making it deserving of the full 8 marks. Level 3- 8 marks

Remember that these levels-marked 'assess' questions focus on extracting information from

the resource (AO4) and then providing logical connections and judgements (AO3) supported

by that extracted information.
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Question 9(a)

This question was generally well answered, with most candidates able to identify a plausible 
quantitative method of data collection and linking it to the influence of channel characteristics on 
flood risk. The majority referred to techniques such as river width or velocity, and successfully 
developed the second mark by explaining how they collected the data, a significant difference to 
how candidates approached the alternative 8a. As a result, many candidates achieved both 
marks.

Where marks were not awarded, it was typically due to candidates misunderstanding the 
question and failing to identify a valid fieldwork technique.
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This response clearly stated a basic data collection method—measuring river depth with a

metre ruler and explained its purpose, which was to see how deep the river was. This links

the method to assessing flood risk, meeting both criteria for full marks.
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This answer gets 2 marks because it clearly explains how they measured the width, depth,

and velocity of the river. It also says why they did this — to find out how much water the

river holds and how fast it flows. This shows both the method and the purpose, which is

what the question asks for.
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Question 9(b)

This question was well answered, with most candidates identifying valid qualitative methods such

as field sketches and photographs. These were linked effectively to observations of riverbank

conditions, erosion, or flood defences. Responses often described how these methods captured

visual evidence and supported analysis of physical processes and flood risk.

Where marks were lost, candidates confused qualitative with quantitative methods or failed to

explain the link to river processes. Overall, answers reflected increasing confidence with fieldwork

terminology and method selection.
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This response earned 2 marks because it clearly explains one qualitative fieldwork method

(sketching diagrams) and how it helped the investigation (by analyzing changes in the shape

of the river and surrounding land in different river sections). It links the method directly to

the understanding gained, which satisfies the requirements for full marks.

Be clear about the definitions of qualitative and quantitative data.
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The response describes a presentation technique rather than a qualitative fieldwork

method, so it does not fully address how the data was collected to help the investigation.

Be clear about the definitions of qualitative and quantitative data.
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Question 9(c)

This question was well answered, with most candidates confidently applying the Bradshaw Model 
to their river fieldwork. There was strong evident of clear understanding of how theory can aid 

data interpretation. Candidates often compared patterns in velocity, discharge and 
sediment size with the model’s expectations, using this to assess their findings.

Stronger responses directly linked their data to the model’s predictions, while weaker ones lacked 
clear connections or gave vague mentions of theory. Very few candidates used case studies in the 
rivers option—those that did struggled to achieve 2 marks as these were less developed. Overall, 
answers reflected growing confidence in using geographical theory to support fieldwork analysis.
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This response was awarded 2 marks because it clearly identifies a relevant geographical

theory (Bradshaw’s Model) and explains its application to the investigation. The candidate

explains that the model helped them understand how river characteristics change as you

move further upstream.

Always explain how the case study or theory directly helped you understand or interpret

your data.
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Question 9(d)

Most candidates scored 2 marks, showing basic understanding of secondary data but limited

assessment of its importance. Stronger responses referred to sources like OS maps, geology

maps or Environment Agency river level data, explaining how these supported site selection or

helped interpret seasonal variation and flood risk.

Some candidates used the Bradshaw Model to compare their results with expected downstream

changes, though this was less common. Weaker answers confused secondary with primary data

or gave vague explanations without linking this to their own investigation. Overall, candidates are

becoming more familiar with key terminology, but clearer examples and developed reasoning are

needed to reach full marks.
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The candidate achieved 2 marks by giving two valid but undeveloped reasons: to compare

their results with existing data and to check if their findings aligned with theory. However,

the explanation lacked depth, such as how this helped improve reliability or understanding

in the investigation.
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This response was awarded 4 marks because the candidate gives two clear, developed

reasons for using secondary data. They explain that flood risk maps showed how urban land

increased runoff, raising flood risk, and that a newspaper article provided past flood events,

highlighting high-risk downstream areas. Both points are relevant and well-explained, fully

meeting the question requirements.
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Question 9(e)

Most candidates focused on strengths, with fewer evaluating weaknesses, though some offered a

thoughtful critique of both.

Stronger responses provided balanced arguments, referencing sample size, question design, and

the reliability of results. A few candidates considered how the phrasing of questionnaire

categories or the method of selection could influence outcomes. While most focused on accuracy,

the mark scheme allowed this interpretation.

Weaker answers tended to copy data or make basic statements without explanation. Many

mentioned sample size but didn’t explore its impact on the validity of the conclusion. Some

candidates misunderstood the question or failed to use the resource effectively.

Overall, performance showed improvement, with fewer blank responses than in previous series.

Candidates are increasingly confident in evaluating fieldwork conclusions, but clearer

understanding of reliability and more critical reflection on method design would help more reach

higher levels.
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The response shows some understanding of the data by explaining that some people agree

hard engineering is a good idea, which supports the conclusion. It also mentions that many

people were unsure, which is a weakness because it means the public may not have a clear

opinion. The answer points out the small sample size of 17 people, explaining this limits how

reliable the results are. It uses numbers from the table to back up these points. However,

the explanation is sometimes unclear and could be more detailed. The answer shows some

good points but doesn’t fully explain or develop all ideas, so it fits into bottom of Level 3.

Level 3- 7 Marks.

Remember that these levels-marked 'assess' questions focus on extracting information from

the resource (AO4) and then providing logical connections and judgements (AO3) supported

by that extracted information.
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Question 10(a)i

Candidate responses to this question varied considerably. While most showed an understanding

that the figure should be used to form an enquiry question, often centring on types of shops and

comparison between locations, a significant minority misunderstood the task and instead

recalled their own fieldwork questions unrelated to the figure, leading to low scores and a mean

mark of just 1. Effective answers demonstrated a grasp of how to frame a geographical enquiry,

occasionally showing consideration of shop diversity or consumer patterns, but many lacked

precision or feasibility. To raise performance, candidates should focus on tailoring their enquiry

to the resource given, ensuring the question is specific, comparative, and rooted in the unfamiliar

geographical enquiry. Clear familiarity with enquiry design and better interpretation of figures

would support stronger, more accurate responses.
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This response gained 2 marks because it poses a clear, focused, and measurable enquiry

question. It compares tourist and non-tourist shops in two contrasting towns, making it

appropriate for data collection and fieldwork.

Make sure your enquiry question is clear, focused, and measurable. It should compare or

investigate a specific aspect (e.g. shops, traffic, land use) between two locations or over

time. Use keywords or phrases like "compare", "investigate", or "to what extent", and ensure

it’s something you could realistically collect data on during fieldwork.
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Question 10(a)ii

Candidate understanding of the reliability issues in shop classification was generally sound. 

Many recognised the limitations of the “other” category and acknowledged how grouping 

diverse shops into a vague label could lead to unreliable data. Several responses also 

identified human error in assigning shops to categories, though fewer developed this into 

explanations of inconsistency or subjectivity. Some candidates recognised the challenge of 

distinguishing between tourist and non-tourist shops, pointing to differing opinions on 

classification and a lack of sufficient categories to capture variety. The strongest answers 
explored how these factors undermine data validity and influence result interpretation, though 
many responses remained underdeveloped or lacked clarity in justification.
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This answer got 2 marks because it clearly explains that shops can serve both tourists and

locals, making classification tricky, and that the classification relies on personal opinions,

which can reduce reliability.
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Question 10(a)iii

This question proved challenging for many candidates due to a misinterpretation of the term

"record". Rather than explaining how retail land use could be recorded, a significant number

discussed how data was collected or presented, with incorrect suggestions such as bar charts or

pie charts. The most frequently cited correct method was the use of a tally chart, though many

candidates failed to explain how this would be applied, missing the opportunity to gain full

marks. Land use surveys were also mentioned, and candidates who described how to

systematically walk along streets, categorising and marking shop types onto a base map or

recording sheet, tended to score more highly. To succeed with questions of this nature,

candidates need to distinguish clearly between data collection, recording, and presentation, and

ensure they explain their chosen method with appropriate detail.
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This response clearly explains a simple and appropriate method: walking around the street,

counting each type of retail shop, and recording the data. It shows an understanding of a

direct observation and tally method, which is a common and effective way to record retail

land use in fieldwork. The answer is straightforward and relevant, meeting the criteria for

full marks.

78 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



Question 10(a)iv

Thanks to a generally solid grasp of data collection improvement strategies, the majority of

candidates were able to achieve two marks or more on this question. Many identified practical

ways to enhance reliability, such as increasing sample size by surveying additional locations or

repeating data collection across different days. Several recognised the potential bias of

conducting fieldwork in familiar areas and proposed collecting data from unfamiliar locations to

improve objectivity. Other suggestions included standardising the number of shops surveyed in

each category or refining sampling techniques. Although a few responses focused on alternative

methods rather than improving existing ones, candidates were generally well prepared and

capable of expanding their points to secure both marks.
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This answer received 2 marks because it clearly explains one way to improve data collection:

asking workers or owners what the shop is used for. It also explains why this helps, stating

that it reduces bias and makes the data more accurate. By providing both the method and

its benefit, the answer meets the requirements for full marks for one improvement.

However, since the question asks for two ways and only one is given, it only earns 2 out of 4

marks.
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This response clearly explains two different ways to improve data collection, providing

reasons for each. First, repeating the survey at different times of the year helps capture

seasonal changes in shop types and retail land use, making the data more complete and

reliable. Second, asking the public for their opinions offers valuable insights into how

effectively the land is used, adding depth and accuracy to the data. Both improvements

show understanding of how to collect better, more detailed data, which meets the full mark

criteria.
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Question 10(b)

This 8-mark question prompted candidates to assess the accuracy and reliability of results from 
their own fieldwork investigating how and why quality of life varies in urban areas. There was a 

noticeable improvement in candidate understanding and preparation compared to 

previous series. Most candidates could distinguish between accuracy and reliability and 

attempted to relate these to their data collection, though few accessed the highest level due 

to underdeveloped assessment or generic discussion.

Stronger responses gave specific examples of methods used—such as environmental quality 
surveys, perception studies, or noise counts—and showed an awareness of how consistency in 
timing, location, and technique contributed to reliable results. These candidates also assessed 
possible inaccuracies, including subjectivity in scoring, sample bias from location choice, or 
uncontrolled variables like weather conditions. There was increasing evidence that students were 
being encouraged to reflect critically on why their methods were chosen and how this affected 
the validity of their findings.

Less successful answers focused too heavily on describing fieldwork rather than assessing data 
quality, or discussed results without linking back to method. Some confusion remained around 
the terminology, with candidates using “accuracy” and “reliability” interchangeably, or failing to 
connect their definitions to their own investigation. In several cases, candidates discussed 
improvements they could make without referring to current limitations or linking directly to how 
results may have been affected.
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This response clearly explains the methods used, such as the environmental quality survey

and questionnaires, and links them to how they helped answer the investigation question

about quality of life. It acknowledges that the survey was subjective and could be influenced

by people not knowing what to put, which affects accuracy. It also mentions bias from local

residents potentially impacting reliability and points out the small sample size as a limitation

reducing representativeness. The inclusion of both primary and secondary data and the use

of a quality of life index show an attempt to increase reliability and accuracy by comparing

results. However, the explanation remains quite general and doesn’t go into detailed

analysis or suggest improvements. Overall, it shows a good understanding but would need

more depth, clearer explanations, and critical evaluation to score higher marks. Level 2-6

marks.
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Question 11(a)i

Candidate responses to this question varied considerably. While most showed an understanding 
that the figure should be used to form an enquiry question, often centring on types of shops and 
comparison between locations, a significant minority misunderstood the task and instead 
recalled their own fieldwork questions unrelated to the figure. Effective answers demonstrated 

a grasp of how to frame a geographical enquiry, occasionally showing consideration of shop 

diversity or consumer patterns, but many lacked precision or feasibility. To raise 

performance, candidates should focus on tailoring their enquiry to the resource given, ensuring 

the question is specific, comparative, and rooted in the unfamiliar geographical enquiry. Clear 

familiarity with enquiry design and better interpretation of figures would support stronger, 

more accurate responses.
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This response earned 2 marks as it clearly states what is being compared (shop types),

where they are (rural vs urban), and allows for practical fieldwork. It is focused, relevant, and

achievable.

Make sure your enquiry question is specific, comparative, and clearly linked to a place. Use

words or phrases like "how", "why", or "to what extent", to show focus and make it suitable

for investigation.
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Question 11(a)ii

Candidate understanding of the reliability issues in shop classification was generally sound. 
Many recognised the limitations of the “other” category and acknowledged how grouping 

diverse shops into a vague label could lead to unreliable data. Several responses also 

identified human error in assigning shops to categories, though fewer developed this into 

explanations of inconsistency or subjectivity. Some candidates recognised the challenge of 

distinguishing between tourist and non-tourist shops, pointing to differing opinions on 

classification and a lack of sufficient categories to capture variety. The strongest answers 
explored how these factors undermine data validity and influence result interpretation, though 
many responses remained underdeveloped or lacked clarity in justification.
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This answer earned 2 marks because it gives a valid reason why classification might be

unreliable—it points out that non-tourist shops require more detailed classification and

repeated visits for better quantitative data. Despite some wording issues, it shows

understanding of the problem with reliability by mentioning the need for clearer categories

and more data, which meets the criteria for full marks.
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Question 11(a)iii

This question proved challenging for many candidates due to a misinterpretation of the term

"record." Rather than explaining how retail land use could be recorded, a significant number

discussed how data was collected or presented, with incorrect suggestions such as bar charts or

pie charts. The most frequently cited correct method was the use of a tally chart, though many

candidates failed to explain how this would be applied, missing the opportunity to gain full

marks. Land use surveys were also mentioned, and candidates who described how to

systematically walk along streets, categorising and marking shop types onto a base map or

recording sheet, tended to score more highly. To succeed with questions of this nature,

candidates need to distinguish clearly between data collection, recording, and presentation, and

ensure they explain their chosen method with appropriate detail.
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This response clearly describes a valid method: setting a specific area and using a tally to

count retail stores. It also explains why this method is useful — to estimate how much land

is dedicated to retail. The answer shows understanding of both the practical step and its

purpose, which meets the criteria for full marks.
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Question 11(a)iv

Thanks to a generally solid grasp of data collection improvement strategies, the majority of

candidates were able to achieve two marks or more on this question. Many identified practical

ways to enhance reliability, such as increasing sample size by surveying additional locations or

repeating data collection across different days. Several recognised the potential bias of

conducting fieldwork in familiar areas and proposed collecting data from unfamiliar locations to

improve objectivity. Other suggestions included standardising the number of shops surveyed in

each category or refining sampling techniques. Although a few responses focused on alternative

methods rather than improving existing ones, candidates were generally well prepared and

capable of expanding their points to secure both marks.
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This response clearly explains two distinct ways to improve data collection. The first way is

by observing multiple streets or sites to see how data varies by location, which provides a

more comprehensive understanding of the retail distribution. The second way involves

asking the public about their shopping habits, especially regarding tourists, which adds

valuable opinion-based and personal data. Both points show thoughtful consideration of

improving accuracy and depth in data collection, meeting the full criteria for the question.
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To earn 2 basic marks for improving data collection methods, you can suggest simple but

effective steps. First, asking more specific questions helps make the information clearer and

more useful. Second, increasing the number of people asked improves the reliability of the

data by providing a wider range of responses. These basic improvements show an

understanding of how to make data collection better. 2 marks.

94 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



Question 11(b)

This 8-mark question prompted candidates to assess the accuracy and reliability of results from 
their own fieldwork investigating how and why quality of life varies in rural areas. this reflects 
a noticeable improvement in candidate understanding and preparation compared to 

previous series. Most candidates could distinguish between accuracy and reliability and 

attempted to relate these to their data collection, though few accessed the highest level due 

to underdeveloped assessment or generic discussion.

Stronger responses gave specific examples of methods used—such as environmental quality 
surveys, perception studies, or noise counts—and showed an awareness of how consistency in 
timing, location, and technique contributed to reliable results. These candidates also assessed 
possible inaccuracies, including subjectivity in scoring, sample bias from location choice, or 
uncontrolled variables like weather conditions. There was increasing evidence that candidates 
were being encouraged to reflect critically on why their methods were chosen and how this 
affected the validity of their findings.

Less successful answers focused too heavily on describing fieldwork rather than assessing data 
quality, or discussed results without linking back to method. Some confusion remained around 
the terminology, with candidates using “accuracy” and “reliability” interchangeably, or failing to 
connect their definitions to their own investigation. In several cases, candidates discussed 
improvements they could make without referring to current limitations or linking directly to how 
results may have been affected.
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This response identifies key factors affecting the accuracy and reliability of the investigation,

such as the use of questionnaires, environmental surveys, and census data, and offers some

basic evaluation of their strengths and weaknesses. The candidate recognizes potential

biases, like the elderly respondents skewing opinions, and notes the use of box and whisker

diagrams to improve reliability by ruling out anomalies. However, the explanation lacks

depth and detailed analysis, with limited discussion of how these factors specifically impact

the results or clear distinction between accuracy and reliability. There is also minimal critical

evaluation of the data’s limitations or suggestions for improvement. Overall, the response

shows a reasonable understanding but does not provide the thorough, well-justified

assessment required for the highest marks. Level 2 - 6 marks.
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Paper Summary

Candidates are expected to use accurate geographical terminology from the specification to

access higher marks. Misuse or vague language can limit responses.

Marks are awarded for distinct and well-developed ideas, especially when explaining or

assessing factors. Repetition or overlap may reduce credit.

Extended writing questions require clear understanding of command words. For example, ‘assess’

involves weighing importance, while ‘evaluate’ demands balanced judgement supported by

evidence.

Candidates should refer to the level descriptors in the specification to guide the depth and

development required for each question.

Time management is essential. Responses should be planned and structured, with diagrams

used purposefully to support written answers.

Some questions involve numerical skills, such as calculating averages or interpreting data.

Confident use of a calculator and clear working are recommended.

Overall, successful responses demonstrate confident use of terminology, precise case study

application, and structured extended answers aligned with command words.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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