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Introduction

This paper forms Component 2 of the linear assessment series for the Pearson Edexcel GCSE
(9-1) Geography B specification.

Paper 2 covers a range of geographical, physical, and human issues in the UK and assesses
candidates’ geographical investigations in two settings. It is a 94-mark paper, broken into
three sections.

Section A: The UK's evolving physical landscape.
Section B: The UK's evolving human landscape.

There is optionality in Section C. Section C1 investigates either coastal change and conflict or
river processes and pressures. Section C2 investigates either dynamic urban areas or
changing rural areas.

Each section covers a range of topics within the specification. Four additional marks are
allocated to the extended writing question within Question 7 - the Evolving human
landscape. These marks are for correct spelling, punctuation, and the accurate use of
grammar and specialist terminology (SPGST).

Each question is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives (AOs) and includes
multiple-choice questions, short open responses, calculations and 8-mark extended writing
qguestions. There is also a range of exam command words that candidates need to be familiar
with, the most common being 'describe’, 'explain’, '‘compare’, 'assess' and 'evaluate'.

There is a year-on-year improvement in candidate performance in this paper, reflected in a
slight rise in the mean mark. There was evidence of centres paying close attention to the
structure of the paper, the content and command words. Performance in the extended
writing 'assess' and 'evaluate' questions was broadly similar to 2023 for Question 4 and
Question 7; however, performance had increased slightly for Questions 8(e) and 9(e).
Candidates picked up more marks in the lower tariff ‘explain one’ questions where they can
provide an explanatory point. This was especially noted in Section C, which was stronger than
in any previous years.

Centres should be congratulated on the progress made in fiel[dwork investigations. A large
majority of candidates could explain fieldwork methods, their usefulness, and improvements
with clarity and confidence. There were more 2-mark 'explain' questions, which increased the
accessibility of some questions, easing the time pressure on candidates. Questions 10/11
had far fewer incomplete or unanswered final questions. AA reports and the PE's marking of
the final question suggest that this problem had significantly reduced.

3 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



The challenges observed in this examination series are nothing new. The topics in
specification B, are populated with a very considerable range of specialist terms which
frequently provide the foci for examination questions. Candidates must learn and apply key
geographical terminology correctly throughout their Geography studies.

Candidates answering Question 4 and Question 7 must use evidence from the figure in their
answers. The impact of this was to increase the number who picked up at least 1 AO4 mark
for doing just that; using evidence from the figure.

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and comments
for a selection of questions.
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Question 1 (b)

These two mark ‘Explain..." questions are a common feature across all three GCSE B papers.
They require a basic explanatory point which gains one mark, and then development of that
point gains the second. For example, 'lt is more mountainous in the west' (1) followed by an
explanation of relief rainfall for the second mark. With a modal mark of 1, this question was
accessible to the majority although for candidates at Grade 4 and below, the second mark
was often elusive. The most popular choice was a description of the formation of rainfall, but
many could not relate their answers to Western regions. Some candidates recognised that
the northwest had mountainous regions, and this caused rain, but did not expand for the
second mark to include an explanation of relief rainfall. Other candidates identified that SW
winds from the Atlantic hit the west; however, knowledge of this was not extended enough to
explain why this caused more rain.

(b) Explain one reason why precipitation is higher in the western regions of the UK.

W e wesreunn vePcan o tha Ule

™,

[ ™, .
\/ / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate identifies that the western areas are more
upland/mountainous, and then explains the role this plays in the
process of relief rainfall. The answer follows a logical pathway
effectively.

A ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
'Explain’ nearly always means 'say why'. Make sure your initial point is
extended. Use connectives such as 'this means that' or 'this is
because'.
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Question 1 (c)

This question was more accessible than Question 1(b) for candidates, with a mean mark of 1.
Many candidates acknowledged that the UK has been impacted by tectonic processes and
provided a variety of explanations for this, with extensions. The majority of examples
included: plates colliding (1) causing fold mountains (1) and past volcanoes erupting (1)
leaving igneous landscapes (1). Many candidates included impressive place knowledge about
the formation and location of igneous and sedimentary rocks in the UK.

(c) Explain one way in which tectonic processes have affected the physical landscape
of the UK,

{‘bﬁ'*'o.mu ............... Q#@LwﬁL&hmu(, ................ r_j R o P U |

................................... LAY BIAS,... o TR m‘i'\}'xsg,hrbr«’rk,hw.um")

N / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

In this basic 1 mark response, the candidate identifies that tectonic
processes result in more mountainous regions. However, there is no
development of how the upland areas were formed or detail of the
movement.

5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Point marked questions dominate this and other GCSE papers. You
need to make one explanatory point for each mark with the second

mark being a development from the first.
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Question 2 (a)(ii)

The majority of candidates gained at least 1 mark by making a basic ‘groynes reduce coastal
erosion’ point. There were differing levels of response to this question; at the higher end,
candidates linked their knowledge by explaining how the engineering prevented longshore
drift, trapped sediment and thus reduced erosion. The third mark was gained by identifying
the impact this may have had on the coast and communities. For example, it reduces
flooding or protects infrastructure. The modal mark was 2.

(i) Trimingham is a village situated on a coastline that is being eroded rapidly,
threatening its economy.

Explain how hard engineering has been used to protect this coastal landscape
and community.

N 1{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This candidate identifies that groynes trap sediment through the
reduction of longshore drift. The point is then extended, explaining
how this reduces erosion. The third mark is awarded by detailing how
the hard engineering protects the infrastructure.

3 marks.

U\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Point marked questions dominate this and other GCSE papers. You
need to make one explanatory point for each mark with the second

and third mark being a development from the first.
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Question 2 (b)

A high mean mark and a modal mark of 4 reflected a secure knowledge and understanding
of why coastal erosion is faster in some parts of the UK. For many, this may be a result of
their personal engagement with fieldwork. Many candidates responded by acknowledging
that rock type and wave type were large influences in the rates of coastal erosion. The
responses varied with extension, with some identifying that sedimentary rocks and
destructive waves erode faster, with no further development. Those candidates scoring 4
marks acknowledged that soft rock has a more vulnerable structure, either naming a rock or
its weakness, and also providing characteristics of the waves that cause damage for the
second development mark. Others pointed out that coastal management can cause varied
erosion rates, but many did not expand on this knowledge.

(b) Explain two reasons why coastal erosion Is faster in some parts of the UK than in
others.
(4)
1 .40, SOME.. QICOS . OR.ENE . Mk .. NS, DM SARON......
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

There are two correct ideas here. The first point draws upon the most
popular response by candidates in this question, the geology. The first
mark is awarded for the idea that some rocks are more resistant than
others and the second mark is from the example of sedimentary rock,
which the mark scheme allowed. The third mark was awarded for the
basic 'beach management' idea but no link to erosion rates and
consequently, no development mark.

3 marks.

s ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

if you have local detail, then use it.
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Question 3 (a)

The overall response to this question was a little disappointing. Many candidates identified
that this question referred to the Bradshaw model and could identify at least one difference.
This was largely, that the upper course was more narrow and slow flowing. However, these
were not extended to include the reason why this is the case, to include vertical erosion for
the upper course, lateral erosion or the increase in tributaries in the lower course. The modal
mark of 1 was almost exclusively awarded for a correctly named difference between a rivers
upper and lower course. As in previous years, there were clear misconceptions about the
features of a rivers course, with many responses naming the upper course as the fastest part
of the river.

el )

River Processes and Pressures

3 (a) Foranamed UK river that you have studied, explain one difference between its
upper course and its lower course.

(2)

Named UK river

.............. Debdn ook
e hetrse. N, MWM'J L’J ......... uﬂo
Lovar

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Two differences identified here, but no development point.

1 mark.
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River Processes and Pressures

3 (a) Foranamed UK river that you have studied, explain one difference between its
upper course and its lower course.
(2)

Named UK river
me&av&rw

AL ww!cﬁ»a&%w ..... b AX, LQM%M
cﬂ;mgh_kuwwamv cg_a:.r_\rxw‘g:

B R R N R Ry R A R R LA A YRR

Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A typical 2/2 response.

This candidate identifies that the lower course has a greater velocity (1)
due to less friction (1).
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Question 3 (b)

Unlike Question 2(b), this was not as well answered with a mean mark of 2 and an
unexpected, polarised response. Some candidates appeared to be able to provide a plausible
process of erosion and a suitable explanation of that process. The most popular route was,
as expected, hydraulic action, although not always identified as such. As with many other 4-
mark 'explain' questions, this discriminated quite effectively with the top end of the cohort
finding the words to explain their chosen process and develop the idea. Some candidates did
identify landforms created by erosion with a plausible extension. This was appropriately
rewarded. There were few, if any, blank responses observed through marking.

[b}‘éxplain two ways in which rivers can erode the landscape.
(4)

Abf 6$,00 S  cnee.  Marec\ 1S Corred

____________________________________ "'V&WIQ{SCH?.’GESQ'O(\\?
o rive bed., ThS. ciolers Y he nves
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2. }’bdrng‘c .............. C{CL\GA .................................. (,Jnt?/e ............... Hq L 80('(?3 __________________________

________________________________________________ Mlcaolsc.qpe  Qeuae. ove hime.
e mve leecoMmes. . cu ole”\) .....................................................................................

[N

\/ / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This response was a common route for candidates to achieve full
marks.

This response has two correctly named erosional processes with clear
development of how the process impacts upon the landscape.
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(b) Explain two ways in which rivers can erode the landscape. o ";‘:"

(4)

L ROvers Can evode. \ae .t o.nd.a.cn.pe_bg;

e vock porcing (k to loreol opoct
z%ﬂﬁmmumm&mm ...... e
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outsS l‘d\n% Cosasing Q\’b&m)(fml for Question 3 = 6 marks)

a\__

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

An excellent example of a detailed response. The candidate clearly
understands the processes of erosion and applies that knowledge to
landscape features such as meanders.

4 marks.

A
-~ P
T\ ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip

Try using knowledge of physical processes to explain how changes in
landscapes and landforms are created.
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Question 4

The first ‘Assess..." question on this paper produced a relatively high mean mark. There were
significantly fewer blank responses and although the AO3 material in Level 1 answers was
patchy, a significant number did pick up an AO4 mark. This was often linked to the bullet
point statements rather than evidence from the map. More developed answers offered
several possible impacts (many discussed human impacts) and drew AO4 evidence from both
the map and written information. Relatively fewer candidates picked up on the temporal
element of this question and the long-term implications of having continuously dry months
in June, July and August. Generally, it was only the Level 3 responses that made any comment
at all about the geographical distribution of temperature change. The most successful
candidates addressed the command ‘assess’ and made judgements about the significance of
the impacts on rivers and lakes.

Common themes in candidate responses were:

e Plant growth and rates of transpiration.
e Evaporation rates in rivers and lakes.
e Areduction in biodiversity in rivers and lakes.

Candidates who reached the higher levels typically:

e Made clear references to the provided figure (AO4) and integrated this data into their
explanations (AO3).

e Provided detailed and well-structured answers.

e Assessed the impacts on rivers and lakes and provided an overall judgement.
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Assess the possible impacts of the weather in the sun%ﬁmr of 2022 on the rivers and
lakes of the UK. N oagua Uife  impddked

You must use evidence from Figure 2 in your answer.
(8)
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~ < ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments
This is a good response and a typical Level 2 - 6 mark answer.

The candidate uses the resources offered, drawing from both the map
and the text. The AO3 points made are all plausible but are simple in
their explanations and are stated rather than explored. For example, at
the top of the second page, the candidate suggests that plants and
animals are affected but doesn't provide any more information.
Similarly, the candidate refers to the soils being less saturated, a
correct observation but no more detail is offered. There is an attempt
to assess the impacts with a conclusion which is plausible, but not
entirely correct.

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
Remember the golden rule of 'Assess..." questions linked to a resource.
You will get some reward if you describe what you see.

In this question, a comment that temperature changes have a clear
West to East pattern would gain a mark.
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Question 5 (a)(i-aii)

The vast majority of candidates were familiar and well prepared for the numeracy skills
needed to calculate the percentage increase. This resulted in an overall high mean and
modal mark and noticeably fewer blank answers than previous years.

(i) Identify the region with the smallest increase in FDI between 2015 and 2019,
(1

(i) Calculate the percentage (%) increase in the FDI into the London region
Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

%m iﬂ i CIVPS
% A e A WY

(2)

Answer S%q%

N { ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate identifies the correct methodology
245/416 x 100 and the correct answer of 58.9%.

2 marks.

-
i

V ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
In two mark calculate questions, one mark will be awarded for your
working out, and a further mark will be awarded for the correct
answer.
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Question 5 (a)(iii)

Many candidates misinterpreted this question. The command word 'compare' rewarded
candidates for comments such as 'more FDI in London', but the most obvious reason why
some candidates failed to score 3 marks was the temptation to ‘explain’ the differences thus
anticipating Question 5(a)(iv), but not rewardable.

7 > \

(iii) Compare the importance of London in attracting FDI, with the rest of the UK.

rester H‘Icm NS,
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ﬂ( < ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This is a sound answer. The first mark is awarded for 'London is
significantly greater'. This candidate then adds their own manipulation
of the data 'an extra £245 billion' which is a good focus on the skill of
comparison. They also compare it to the North West with data to
support.

3 marks.

@4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
'Compare' questions do not need an explanation as to why there are
differences.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02 18



(iili) Compare the importance of London in attracting FDI, with the rest of the UK.
(3)

Lkonden..\nas BINT T Yo% TUA oS, TS Y0V = B
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_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 1 mark, as London attracts 'more FDI'. The
candidate does not offer any more comparisons and instead offers
reasons for the differences, which is not awarded.
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Question 5 (a)(iv)

This was well answered by the majority. The most popular response was the reasonable idea
that some regions such as London offered a greater amount of skilled labour in the service
sector, so foreign TNCs are attracted to it. Some added that this impact might be amplified by
a greater diversity in available employment.

(iv) Explain one reason for the regional variations in FDI in 2019,

............. aﬁ-‘r‘i la,m.ul NI md—(ﬂ-ﬁzﬂr-{,

W-u ... ar.o&ﬂw L. D-I A d’tﬂw- .................. PO

(2)

N,

ﬁ/ { ResultsPlus
b/‘----. Examiner Comments

There is no reason outlined for the regional variations in this response.

0 marks.

&4\ ResultsPhus
<

| Examiner Tip
Don't rewrite the question - it is a waste of time and won't improve
your mark.
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(iv) Explain one reason for the regional varlatlons in FDIin 2019. mnweAe

/

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a fairly unusual answer, but a thoughtful one. It expresses the
view that remoteness and/or infrastructure is a reason for regional
variations and provides an excellent explanation as to why, linking it to
trade and commerce.

2 marks.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

This was generally answered well with a large majority of candidates achieving 2 marks. This
is a familiar part of the specification and candidates confidently discussed the environmental
impacts of car usage, such as increased costs for petrol and climate change. The responses
demonstrated a good understanding of sustainability issues identified in Topic 3.7a of the
specification.

(i} Suggest one reason why the % of people travelling to work by car has
declined.
(2)

h'\l- Jo WML Oprammant s gdwod de. . B uke NG h—mm@w S
UL wu%\ommxcxxarumw
ARG AN C I s roanuon k.. Oiateh Sund by tes fn beovdh Vo v Ss e

q Q- St Ao ook so. Hasa.. ot as | veer Yook veladas on. ¥ay
| vood7 05 ity Criode Bretivouic fusey, wrign Wl o Gebol wedwalrg . )

.JII:\ —
i{ 1{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

The basic idea is sound, and the development is thoughtful so a clear 2
mark answer.

’“ V \ ResultsPlus
\4

| Examiner Tip
Don't write too much for these 2-mark questions. The 4 lines provided
should be more than enough.
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(i) Suggest one reason why the % of people travelling to work by car has
declined.

.......... peq Cheraeol Lohen
@rwom%@msu\b <
& NS

o

¢ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This response identifies the reason using locational detail and then
explains that people use public transport because of costs. The answer
follows a logical pathway effectively.

2 marks.
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Question 6 (b)

This four mark ‘Explain..." question proved to be challenging for some. This question was
more or less lifted directly from the specification (Topic 5.4a) - a 'major UK city' case study.
Many candidates struggled to differentiate between the concepts of growth and character,
often conflating economic growth with population growth; these responses were accepted
where there were appropriate levels of extension. While candidates could explain the
influence of international migration on cultural diversity, there were misconceptions and a
tendency to rely on media portrayals rather than objective analysis. Many candidates
identified a culture change but didn't fully extend the answer to gain an extension mark.
Those candidates who described more cultural diversity could have given some local or
studied details about the rise of different religious buildings such as mosques or synagogues
in parts of the city. In many responses there was a focus on the 'causes' of change rather
than the 'impact' of change which was self limiting. However, candidates would receive credit
for the cumulative causation effect such as population growth which has created more jobs
and economic growth in an area.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02 24



(b) Fora UK city that you have studied, explain two ways in which international
migration has influenced its growth and character.

(4)

|

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, the response was awarded 2 out of 4 marks for two basic ideas.

Firstly, one mark was awarded for the idea of 'population growth' but
the extension is a cause and not an impact. The idea of 'more diversity'
was awarded with no development idea.

//f \I

\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Underline keywords in questions - a problem here was 'international’'
which was missed by a number of candidates.

25 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02



(b) For a UK city that you have studied, explain two ways in which international
migration has influenced its growth and character.

UK city

W ug:‘-u'ﬂcg hn.a

character=

MU OC 03 ola.’u-t.rﬁ&ta from_ depgerent e .

N 2{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

A sound example of a 4 mark response.

The first point indicates more population growth in the form of skilled
workers, which contributes to economic growth. The second point
provides some basic locational detail to explain how London has
become more culturally diverse.
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Question 6 (c)

Candidates generally performed well on this question, identifying key factors such as
deindustrialisation and depopulation. Specific references to case studies like London’s old
industrial areas or general points about factory closures and migration patterns were
common. Similarly to Question 6(b), the detail regarding case study information was lacking
in several different responses. Some candidates used knowledge from other parts of the
specification, such as regeneration, and effectively applied it to the question in its extension.

The majority of candidates scored 2 or more on this question.
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(c) For a UK city that you have studied, explain two reasons why some parts of this

city have experienced decline.
(4)
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pavtdh oy AL fo MRALRe (Whazws Ukeunndrt (alolood Takt), |
NG WALV NUAK. (LA 0 AR e awtan. AL mu..%m
RONVY. WA ORI ¥V RAG. LVY, O g AL S0 e . s -

2. S Ot A lae ). intvie. ot ad. g dla fo........ |
Mo wOMALMEDA., WALE L e, Conilt adfOxd. expraiC... ,
PP I L Gty B8 OV mm KO rar MWL te |

(Total for Question 6 = 11 marks) i

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
A sound example of a 4 mark response which identifies two reasons
for decline: deindustrialisation and, as a consequence, people move
away seeking work and suburbanisation, because of affordability and
space.

Examiner Tip
Learn a few details about your chosen major UK city case-study - not
too many, but some numeric and place data. This question would
certainly have benefitted from this knowledge.

<R
S \ ResultsPlus

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02 28



Question 7

The second ‘Assess..." question produced the highest overall mean and modal mark. Most
candidates could explain reasons for population growth variations, citing factors like
studentification, job availability, and cost of living. However, many did not reference the
provided information from the figure (AO4) and relied heavily on their knowledge, without
developing points in detail or making overall judgements. Many candidates focused on one
part of the figure, predominantly the table, and missed out on the written bullet points.
Those candidates who had a good understanding of the UK population distribution including
location and proximity proceeded to make more accurate comments about growth.

Common themes in candidate responses were:

e Studentification: Many candidates highlighted how university towns and cities attract
younger populations due to the presence of educational institutions. This influx of
students impacts the age structure, leading to a younger demographic in urban areas.

¢ Job Availability: Candidates frequently cited access to employment opportunities as a
major factor influencing urban population growth. Cities with diverse and numerous job
opportunities tend to attract younger working-age adults, contributing to a younger age
structure.

e Cost of Living: Some candidates noted that urban areas often have a higher cost of living,
which can deter older populations from residing there. Conversely, rural areas, with
generally lower living costs, might be more attractive to older adults and retirees.

e Migration: International and domestic migration were also mentioned, with candidates
explaining how cities attract migrants looking for better economic prospects, thus
impacting the age structure by increasing the proportion of younger adults and families.

Candidates who reached the higher mark bands typically:

e Made clear references to the provided figure and integrated this data into their
explanations.

e Provided detailed and well-structured answers.

e Explained the impact of economic opportunities in urban areas attracting younger
populations while also discussing the appeal of rural areas for older adults, using this to
explain why some areas have experienced changes but didn’t grow more quickly.

¢ Included case studies or specific examples to support their points, such as the influence of
educational institutions in Cambridge or the industrial decline in Sheffield leading to
urban-rural migration patterns.

In those examples where candidates presented limited knowledge of UK cities, this question
seemed challenging. Candidates who were able to link information together, such as the
population size and the percentage growth were able to provide stronger, more developed
responses. A final group of candidates spent a significant proportion of their response
regurgitating the information within the resource and therefore did not provide much
reasoning or assessment (AO3) in their answer.
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It is important to reiterate that the sifting of information from a table and accompanying text
is a central skill within this specification and clearly involves 'thinking like a geographer".
There are no AO1 or AO2 marks, so candidates should focus on engaging with the resource
(AO4) and then developing the point with reasoning or judgements which would gain AO3
marks.
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< { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This is a good response with a wide range of ideas. As with most full
mark answers, this example is not perfect. There is no expectation that
candidates have any detailed knowledge of any identified places on
the table, any more than on the temperature map for Question 4.

So, candidates tend to concentrate on the city that they know more
about, in this example, it is London. The AO3 is strong with a wide
range of reasons for population growth including studentification,
affordable housing, recreational opportunities and urban-rural
migration. They have good AO4 drawn from the table and use it
effectively to suggest reasons for its growth. A good example of this is
when the candidate comments on two universities being
geographically close to Bristol, resulting in studentification being the
main cause of its growth. This candidate also discusses not only the
'between' element of the question but also the 'within'. This answer is
not the strongest 8/8, but it demonstrates that a well organised
candidate who understands the structural demands of this type of
question can do very well.

8 marks
SPGST: 4 marks

Total: 12 marks

\ Examiner Tip
When preparing for exams, use examples of answers to deconstruct
their strengths and weaknesses. How would you improve this answer

with one sentence?
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Question 8 (a)

A set of strong responses shown here. Many candidates identified a strategy that they used
to investigate coastal management, the most popular being groyne drop height and beach
profiles. Extension of these varied in detail, but most commonly candidates stated how the
method would aid them in investigating the effectiveness of management. Some candidates
misread the question and included qualitative responses, but this was a small proportion.

8 You have carried out your own fieldwork investigating the impact of coastal
management on coastal processes and communities.

Name your coastal fieldwork location.

................................ Telphol

(a) Explain one way that you collected quantitative data to investigate the impact of
coastal management on coastal processes and communities.

%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A typical 2 mark response, linking groyne drop height to erosion levels.
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Question 8 (b)

Once again candidates scored well on this question. The most popular route taken was
highlighting the challenge of human error and poor methods. Whilst it may seem good
practice to deliberately teach flawed methods to allow candidates to reflect upon this type of
question, it would also be beneficial to teach high-quality geographical methods to increase
the quality of fieldwork that candidates engage with.

(b) Explain one reason why the quantitative data that you collected might not all be
accurate,

N { ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark for a basic point about the samples
location.

CT\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Data collection can always be improved and it isn't just a question of

quantity.
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(b) Explain one reason why the quantitative data that you collected might not all be
accurate.

(2)
SmmﬂQum\D\eQ\zeMeuwxngﬁWQO_a*Q
Cfpue,c;teamugmmbao\ﬁqum S
VEpvegQ,mmnmmeuAM{zgw&}mmm

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In contrast to the first example, this candidate has provided a basic

point about sample size and developed it well enough for the second
mark.

2 marks.
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Question 8 (c)

This question proved challenging to many candidates. Many described the method and
chanced upon the link to the investigation. The most popular choices were field sketches and
questionnaires. It had a rather polarised response. Those who were unfamiliar with the term
struggled to score any marks whatsoever, and many left the question unanswered. This is a
good example of the importance of technical specialist language within the subject.

(c) Explain one way in which the qualitative data that you collected helped your
investigation.

(2)

WL AR N G 0 K0k U Locads. Yaoushl
..... 0oL .. WL&@&LM?&W LA, L’U-LPEﬁ\

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, there is a basic identification of the method and a clear comment
on its usefulness to the investigation.

2 marks.

STy AT A ¢
(c) Explain way in which the qualitative data that you collected helped your
investigation.

(2)

e N Usedha quertionasre... aunlh. aSked [dcals
................. Yagly 0pinions...on. e . coasial.. M agemen ..
ﬂus wvwd s Yo ulew) HMas negative.. asief
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This was a common choice and justified.

2 marks.
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Question 8 (d)

Many candidates were able to evaluate their fieldwork and provide areas for improvement. A
vast majority of candidates reported that accuracy and validity of data through sample size,
times of day, repetition of data collection, and type of sampling were key issues within their
fieldwork. The use of examples such as GPS devices and mobile apps for data recording is
welcomed and those candidates who provided this detail, usually provided a more detailed
explanation. At other levels, ideas were incomplete or not extended. The mean scored 3 and
the modal was 4.

(d) Explain two ways in which you could have improved your investigation.

(4)

wydec . %F’Gﬁ ....... W ............... L

1o eachother, [ha me mede

wnrelcadole. 0o the dato. Genn 't on accu
rtprecentetron o} the Sk

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

A thoughtful answer that fully addresses the 'improvement' element of
the question. There are two clear ideas here, one which addresses the
'seasons’ and the other which focuses on sampling.

Both ideas have appropriate development and thus 4 marks.

- .'::" . ResultsPlus
o

Examiner Tip

If asked for two ways, make sure they are clearly different.
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Question 8 (e)

As with Question 4 and Question 7, this question produced stronger responses than had
been the case in previous years and it is becoming increasingly evident that the overall
majority of candidates and centres are back in the field.

The standard answers to Question 8(e) and Question 9(e) tended to be dominated by
outlining the advantages and disadvantages of the location and issues section of the table,
but a large majority of candidates completely ignored the enquiry question and themes in
parts of the text. The stronger responses had some AO4 drawn from the table but also
reflected on the strengths and weaknesses of the many aspects identified in the resource.
Level 3 answers also made attempts at balancing their arguments, making judgements on
how appropriate the outline plan was, and providing suggestions of what was missing and
how it may be improved. Common strengths included being close to the road/method
used/two beaches, and common weaknesses included distance/private beach/secondary
data. Candidates who only gained marks in Level 1 often listed several strengths and
weaknesses with little or no extension.

One unexpected theme that was present in many candidates' responses was the failure to
recognise how far 20km is and many suggested that the locations were 'close' together.

You must use evidence from Figure 6 in your answer.
(8)

........ On.me hand ., tha a. Shrength. of . their. enquay.
cwcsewn W0 . &kgo.ﬁcc, ..... and.. Sbec.;.ﬁao_u%..... sk ine

fpm ........ e SO Klen On. loa.%, h ............. _b .ea..chm. ...... So. tm ___________________________
atuolonk felg colhect  Ehe dote .
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~ / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
The candidate approaches the response in a systematic way,
discussing the strengths and then weaknesses, and concluding with an
attempt at an overall judgement, that is justified. The arguments are
sound and the AO4 is good. The opening overview is a little confused
but the candidate does pick up on the relevance of the fieldwork
methods and the enquiry question. AO3 is sufficient and steers clear of
the temptation to lift the phrases from the table.

Level 3 - 7 marks.

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

Remember that all conclusions are likely to be partial - avoid extremes
in your answers.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02 42



Question 9 (a)

This was answered well by most candidates, although a slightly lower mean compared to
Question 8(a). Candidates were able to provide a plausible quantitative method of data
collection and link this to flood risk. Where no marks had been awarded, it was usually
candidates who confused quantitative and qualitative methods.

9 You have carried out your own fieldwork investigating the influence of drainage basin
and channel characteristics on flood risk.

Name your river fieldwork location.

(a) Explain one way that you collected quantitative data to investigate the influence
of drainage basin and channel characteristics on flood risk.
(2)

A2 Yoo . p.drﬁ:gg ...... eaph cike vo ¢ 2eRNVE_ Koo . o oWsraceal.

N,

ﬂ( < ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This is an example where the candidate confused quantitative for
qualitative data.

0 marks.

&4\ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Make sure that you identify the keywords and/or phrases in a question
- in this case, 'quantitative' is the essential focus.
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9 You have carried out your own fieldwork investigating the influence of drainage basin
and channel characteristics on flood risk.

Name your river fieldwork location.

Bm' bm\( ....... e

(a) Explain one way that you collected quantitative data to investigate the influence
of drainage basin and channel characteristics on flood risk.

(2)

L m &mmcxm@m ....‘r!.cfs qm?f.\,

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear quantitative method and then a developed link to flood risk.

2 marks.
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Question 9 (b)

Many candidates could identify a weakness in their data collection with a large proportion
indicating that human error was to blame. There were, of course, different standards of
development. Others identified that their equipment may not have been reliable or modern
enough for the task. Clearly, centres have worked hard to train candidates to identify
potential weaknesses of their chosen quantitative data techniques and extend that idea.
Where no marks had been scored, this was also down to the candidates confusing
quantitative and qualitative methods.

(b) Explain one reason why the quantitative data that you collected might not all be
accurate.

(2)

Wey UV, ew;e} . ke Sa (o delfxur wa

fDeans,

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The first mark was drawn from 'not enough data for a mean' and the
second mark for the development of 'time constraints'.

(A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Be clear about the definitions of quantitative and qualitative data

collection.
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Question 9 (c)

As with Question 8(c), this question proved challenging to a significant number of candidates.
Many described a method and chanced upon the link to the investigation. It was clear from
the responses that those who knew what qualitative data was were able to offer reasoning as
to how it helped the investigation. Again, the most popular choices were field sketches and
questionnaires. The minority who did not know the term would struggle to score a mark and
many left the question unanswered. This is a good example of the importance of technical
specialist language within the subject.

(c) Explain one way in which the qualitative data that you collected helped your
investigation.
(2)

Ne. complered o skeich ot eackh sWe . g helped us

e Yo o W= N (o

N
\/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

A common choice with a valid extension.
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Question 9 (d)

As in Question 8(d), candidates were able to identify the limitations of their investigations,
and responses to this question were strong. A small number of candidates in the river
section referred to ‘behaviour of the group’ which wasn't creditworthy.

(d) Explain two ways in which you could have improved your investigation.
(4)

LMSe . OeYler QuiRnaecab...
to..m Al .  Sucg... the . dare.
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;'fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ_ffﬁﬁﬁﬁ"”"""f""'”"fffffﬁﬁﬁﬁffffﬁﬁﬁﬁ'.f'""""ﬁﬁﬁfﬁffﬁ.... AL .....{ﬁﬁjﬁij t—,momhowfﬁ
ke } gczzr,...._

wectHuf}

\(/gResuits’F’lus
Examiner Comments

Here, there are two simple suggestions for improvement. The first
point gains a development mark for the accuracy link. There is not
enough extension of the second point for any credit.

3 marks.
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Question 9 (e)

As with Question 4 and Question 7, this question produced stronger responses than had
been the case in previous years and it is becoming increasingly evident that the overall
majority of candidates and centres are back in the field.

The standard answers to Question 8(e) and Question 9(e) tended to be dominated by
outlining the advantages and disadvantages of the location and issues section of the table,
but a large majority of candidates completely ignored the enquiry question and themes in
parts of the text. The stronger responses had some AO4 drawn from the table but also
reflected on the strengths and weaknesses of the many aspects identified in the resource.
Level 3 answers also made attempts at balancing their arguments, making judgements on
how appropriate the outline plan was, and providing suggestions of what was missing and
how it may be improved. Common strengths included being close to the road/method
used/two beaches, and common weaknesses included distance/private beach/secondary
data. Candidates who only gained marks in Level 1 often listed several strengths and
weaknesses with little or no extension.

One unexpected theme that was present in many candidates' responses was the failure to
recognise how far 20km is and many suggested that the locations were 'close' together.
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You must use evidence from Figure 7 in your answer.
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AN /
oS ResultsPlus

/'--.. Examiner Comments
A strong response that has a good range of ideas and a fair grasp of
what the strengths and weaknesses are. It is a little narrow in focus but
what it does, it does well.

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

In 'Evaluate' questions, try and produce a balanced argument and form
a conclusion drawing upon evidence.
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Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both the enquiry question and the
outline plan.

You must use evidence from Figure 7 in your answer.
(8)
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N
\/ 2{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is narrowly drawn but has a few basic points to make. Limitations
of breadth are obvious but also the limited use of the data provided in
the resources despite the candidate's notations.

Level 2 - 4 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Remember that all fieldwork will have flaws in design and not just the
inevitable errors made when collecting data.
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Question 10 (a)(i)

It is essential that candidates are prepared for the unfamiliar part of these fieldwork

questions. Although they may not have had any part in the real planning process for their

own fieldwork experience, it is important that they have background on the important

constraints on that exercise. The most common route was to identify a sampling technique

and develop the point. Some candidates correctly explained how census data might have
helped with choosing a range of locations.

' \

(a) (i) Explain one method the students could have used to select the residential

areas to carry out their fieldwork.
(2)
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\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There are 2 marks awarded here.

One for explaining a basic method and a second mark for an
appropriate development of that method.
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Question 10 (a)(ii)

This question performed well with a high mean and modal score. The most common points
included human error, subjectivity, time of day and weather conditions impacting the results.
Stronger answers discussed the small sample size and the subjective nature of the surveys.
Some candidates mistakenly thought the survey was completed by local residents rather
than by the students themselves, leading to inaccuracies in their responses. A few responses
lacked depth, merely stating the surveys were unreliable without explaining why.

3 W oprLveLTIeTM -
; txplam two reasons why the results of their environmental quality survey

might be unreliable. -
(4)
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\( 2{ ResultsPlus

_‘/'--.. Examiner Comments
This answer has a very clear focus on data collection issues and is
explicit in both parts.
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Question 10 (a)(iii)

This question produced a normal distribution of candidate responses with the modal mark at
1, as was the mean. Those who scored 0 most often confused primary data collection with
qualitative and quantitative data, again reinforcing the importance of geographical
terminology. The most common methods discussed were questionnaires, traffic counts and
field sketches. Many candidates detailed how they conducted these methods during their
fieldwork and in most cases was answered well.
T NAAVANRAANGN VYT
(iii) Explain how one other method of primary data collection might have helped

their investigation.

(2)

V / ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

Here, there is an appropriate method for the first mark and a good
development of the point for the second.

|~

: (iii) Explain how one other method of primary data collection might have helped
; their investigation.
(2)

V { ResultsPlus
b/“--. Examiner Comments

Here, there is an appropriate method for the first mark and a good
development of the point for the second.
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(iii) Explain how one other method of primary data collection might have helped
their investigation.

Anbb Ml |
la W e

N\

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There is nothing creditworthy here as the candidate responded with
data presentation methods.

(2)
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\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Always read the question properly and highlight keywords.
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Question 10 (a)(iv)

The most successful route to full marks in this question was identifying specific data points,
such as the highest EQS values, and then using this to substantiate their answers. A few
responses lacked precision, failing to quote the exact numerical data which resulted in 1
mark. Very few answers explained why the evidence helped to reach the conclusion.

’ 5 i
i
(lv) The students concluded that the residential area in the rural-urban fringe had :
the best environment.
Explain one piece of evidence to support that conclusion.
(2)
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g < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The 'highest score' and for identifying the score '18/20' from the figure.
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Question 10 (b)

Overall, candidates had a very clear understanding of the specialist terms in this question
and could confidently distinguish between primary and secondary data. This was the first
hurdle. At the lower end, candidates could describe their data methods well such as
environmental quality surveys, questionnaires, traffic and pedestrian counts, field sketches,
and secondary data sources. However, while many provided detailed descriptions, they often
failed to explain the significance of these methods in investigating the quality of life in urban
areas. Stronger responses linked methods to research aims and objectives showing an
understanding of how the data supported their enquiry question or hypothesis. Common
issues included a lack of critical evaluation and overly general explanations of the methods
used.
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(b) You have carried out your own fieldwork, investigating how and why the quality
of life varies within urban areas in the UK.

Assess the importance of your own (primary) data and secondary data in reaching

your conclusions,
(8)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly identifies the enquiry question and describes
briefly the methods used. The candidate does describe the link
between primary and secondary data but with limited strengths and
weaknesses when linking them to the conclusions. There is some very
brief coverage of secondary data and it does not give examples of
what this data was. There is some limited assessment towards the end
of the response.

Level 2 - 5 marks.
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Question 11 (a)(i)

It is essential that candidates are prepared for the unfamiliar part of these fieldwork
questions. Although they may not have had any part in the real planning process for their
own fieldwork experience, it is important that they have background how sites are chosen.
The most common route was to identify a sampling technique and develop the point. Some
candidates correctly explained how census data might have helped with choosing a range of
locations.

i " R
g (a) () Explain one method the students could have used to select the rural
g settlements to carry out their fieldwork.
g (2)
R
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Examiner Comments

’ 4 ResultsPlus
A

There are 2 marks awarded here.

One for the identification of a sampling method and a second for an
appropriate development.
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Question 11 (a)(ii)

This question performed well with a high mean and modal score. The most common points
included human error, subjectivity, time of day, and weather conditions impacting the results.
Stronger answers discussed the small sample size and the subjective nature of the surveys.
Some candidates mistakenly thought the survey was completed by local residents rather
than by the students themselves, leading to inaccuracies in their responses. A few responses
lacked depth, merely stating the surveys were unreliable without explaining why.

¢
14

2 (i) Explain two reasons why the results of their environmental quality survey
2 might be unreliable.
(4)
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~ ResultsPlus

/---. Examiner Comments

A thoughtful answer that addresses subjectivity and 'limited street
surveys' as the two elements. Both are developed.
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4 marks
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Question 11 (a)(iii)

This question produced a lower than normal distribution of candidate responses with low
modal and mean marks. Those who scored 0 most often confused primary data collection
with qualitative and quantitative data, again reinforcing the importance of geographical
terminology. The most common methods discussed were questionnaires, traffic counts, and
field sketches. When candidates detailed the correct fieldwork method, they usually then
went on to confidently explain how it helped during their fieldwork.

(iii) Explain how one other method of primary data collection might have helped
their investigation.

N
\/ { ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark for the identification of a correct
primary fieldwork method. There is no development identified here.
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Question 11 (a)(iv)

The most successful route to full marks in this question was identifying specific data points,
such as the highest EQS values, and then using this to substantiate their answers. A few
responses lacked precision, failing to quote the exact numerical data which resulted in 1
mark. Very few answers explained why the evidence helped to reach the conclusion.

( N

(iv) The students concluded that the rural settlement 40 km from the city had the
best environment.

Explain one piece of evidence to support that conclusion.

N

Y { ResultsPlus
b/“--. Examiner Comments

This has one main idea - the best score.

1 mark.

\

| Examiner Tip

Unfamiliar fieldwork questions are based on a scenario that you need
to read very carefully.

"
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Question 11 (b)

Overall, candidates had a very clear understanding of the specialist terms in this question
and could confidently distinguish between primary and secondary data. This was the first
hurdle. At the lower end, candidates could describe their data methods well such as
environmental quality surveys, questionnaires, traffic and pedestrian counts, field sketches,
and secondary data sources. However, while many provided detailed descriptions, they often
failed to explain the significance of these methods in investigating the quality of life in urban
areas. Stronger responses linked methods to research aims and objectives, showing an
understanding of how the data supported their enquiry question or hypothesis. Common
issues included a lack of critical evaluation and overly general explanations of the methods
used.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 02 66



(b) You have carried out your own fieldwork, investigating how and why deprivation '

varies within rural areas in the UK.

Assess the importance of your own (primary) data and secondary data in reaching
your conclusions.

(8)
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Level 3 - 8 marks

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A strong response that has a good range of ideas linked to the
importance of both primary and secondary data. There is a good
attempt at focusing on the word 'importance'. The strongest points link
the methods with the importance of coming to suggest how data
helped with conclusions. The structure aids discussion and there is a
good grasp of the methods used. What it does, it does well!
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are given the following
advice:

e Focus on Terminology: Reinforce the importance of understanding key geographical
terms and concepts that are present throughout the specification.

o Develop Analytical Skills: Emphasis should be placed on critical evaluation and analytical
thinking rather than description.

e Use of Resources: Encourage candidates to consistently reference and incorporate figures
and data provided in the exam, especially in 8-mark responses such as Questions 4 and

e Keep practising ‘Assess’ style questions across the whole course - they carry over a third
of the total marks and are the most challenging questions on the paper.

o Fieldwork Practice: More practical fieldwork experience could help candidates better
understand data collection methods and their implications.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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