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Introduction
This paper was the third of the ‘unseen’ versions of 5GB3 and probably the most accessible
for candidates. With a clearly synoptic focus on the issue of declining global biodiversity
and its causes, the material included in the booklet would have been more familiar than
either the Ogallala aquifer in 2015 or Jamaica’s tourist industry in 2014. Many of the
questions could be answered effectively by simply using the Resource Booklet selectively
and intelligently and many did exactly that. Most required one or two extended points to be
made and it was the ability to extend that discriminated most. Some candidates struggled
to add any developed ideas to basic statements whilst others could add an example or a
qualification to those initial points. The final question (Question 5) required candidates to
be attentive to the command words used if they were to access the higher levels of the
mark scheme. Above all this paper examines the flexibility of candidates in their thinking
and especially rewards their skills of assessment and evaluation. There were some very
impressive answers at the top end of the cohort.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
There was a wide range of possible answers available in the Resource Booklet and the
question posed few problems for the vast majority.

Examiner Comments

Careful reading of questions is obviously
essential. Unfortunately here the candidate
doesn’t do so and isn’t awarded any marks.

Examiner Tip

Underline or highlight key words so as to better
understand the focus of a question; its main
point.

Question 1 (b) (ii)
This proved to be problematic for some because they struggled to understand why some
species might be more vulnerable than others so they frequently repeated the question in
their answers asserting truisms such as ‘they are more vulnerable because they are "living
in more vulnerable areas"' without any extension.

Examiner Comments

The Resource Booklet provided the source of well
over 75% of answers across the whole paper for
candidates who knew where to look. Although
slightly off-beat this is a legitimate use of the
booklet - ‘Hunting’, and the candidate has found
a reason for that hunting.
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Examiner Tip

When you open a Resource Booklet for the
first time read it all through before writing
any answers - tough to do but important.

Question 2 (b) (ii)
The question was essentially a test of whether candidates understood the main factors that
contribute to population growth, namely changes in birth and death rates. A small minority,
missing global in the question and perhaps carried along by the active national debate
regarding international migration unfortunately included that in their answers. Very few
addressed the inherent difficulty of any predictions and the large cumulative increase of
quite small changes in, for example, birth rates. The Resource Booklet did offer some
assistance but it wasn't always 'seen'.

Examiner Comments

This example is not untypical of the type of
intelligent error that can be so exasperating
in our candidates. Whilst what is written here
is true enough it has not been applied to the
question set, so doesn’t score any marks.

Examiner Tip

Always re-read your answers - carefully check
whether you need to make a small modification
to the wording of your answer to make it
relevant to the question asked.
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Question 2 (c) (ii)
The question was designed to prod candidates towards the idea that population growth
would stimulate further changes that would in turn increase threats to species. Candidates
were inventive in identifying a basic cause but less good in spelling out why this posed a
threat.

Examiner Comments

‘Outline’ questions expect one basic point
to be extended with a little detail as is done
here - the point about nutrients being a good
twist. The response was awarded both marks.

Examiner Tip

Always try to develop a point with an example or
a little detail unless the question command word
discourages it as in ‘State...’ or ‘Name...’

Question 2 (c) (iii)
The Resource Booklet gave a very direct prompt to the relevant resource and text in the
Resource Booklet which most, but by no means all, candidates found. Others, missing the
prompt, struggled to find a legitimate reason.

Examiner Comments

As in other examples this illustrates good
use of the Resource Booklet by the candidate
who scores both marks.
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Examiner Tip

Try to think ahead - the most important question
on these papers is the final one. Might this idea
about TNCs land-grabbing be useful in your
answer to that question? If so make a quick note
in the Resource Booklet not to forget it!

Question 2 (c) (iv)
This two reason question discriminated in that many candidates found something sensible to
say about one reason for variation but many struggled to find a second. The most obvious
help from the Resource Booklet was the map of ‘hotspots’ but it wasn’t ‘seen’ by many as
being relevant here.

Examiner Comments

Although this answer scored full marks it
did so by the narrowest of margins - as in
many other cases the decision would have
been easier if the candidate had used real
examples.

Examiner Tip

Try to add examples when you can - remember
that you cannot lose marks if the examples
are, by any chance, wrong or irrelevant. You
can never lose marks, just fail to gain them.
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Question 2 (d) (ii)
The most popular answer relied on the arresting idea in the Resource Booklet that China’s
economic growth stimulated demand for power which led to a very significant power station
building programme.

Examiner Comments

This is a curious response that is not helped
by its non-specific vocabulary as in ‘good’. It
did not score any marks.

Examiner Tip

Choose your words carefully - what is a ‘good’
economy’? If you mean it has a higher income
per person then say just that!

Question 2 (e) (ii)
This was as much a test of knowing the conventional list of continents as it was of the
distribution of global wealth. Many failed at the first of these hurdles with countries
substituting for continents, albeit countries that are indeed home to many wealthy people. It
was, in truth, very disappointing.

Examiner Comments

America is the obvious problem here - a
continent? Not by convention.
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Examiner Tip

Just now and again revise your basic knowledge
of global geography - just a few minutes a month
maybe!

Question 2 (e) (iii)
This tested the understanding of the term 'social' as it was an understanding of the process
that links educational and health inequalities with wealth and income inequalities. Many
vaulted this hurdle with ease but often failed to add anything other than a statement about,
for example, life expectancy.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response from a
candidate who had some idea about the
meaning of the word ‘social’ and who scored 2
marks.

Examiner Tip

Some words are critical to understand on this
and other papers. A quick short-list would
certainly include economic, social, political and
environmental.
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Question 3 (a)
The idea that there is a limit of some sort was widespread but not always as a demographic
idea – few candidates saw it in terms of a given population number.

Examiner Comments

This definition was a typically confused one with an
interesting twist about our impotence to engage
with the problem - many candidates had the idea
of it being some sort of limit but didn’t focus on
population. This response scored 1 mark.
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Examiner Tip

There are several key theories across the
subject material and the key terms that they
use are important. Make a note of them.

Question 3 (b)
Somewhat to the general surprise of the marking team Boserup was rather better
understood than Malthus; although few candidates understood that population growth
is/was the necessary stimulus for technological change but most managed to say two
sensible things about the relationship, despite being oblivious of that. On Malthus they were
often less convincing especially over food production and the consequences of population
exceeding that of production.
This response scored 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

There are a few pretty fundamental ideas in this
specification as, indeed, there are in others. Few are
more important than the debate between (neo) Malthusian and Boserupian opinions. Since the new
specification will focus on the resource/consumption
debate it should be central in teaching.

Examiner Tip

Not everyone views the world in the
same way - this debate matters and it
helps to get it clear.
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Question 4 (b)
As on the higher paper the main difficulty here was the mismatch between the data
candidates had in front of them and their preconceptions about how more developed
countries, or more accurately their populations, would care more about the environment
than the poor and needy in developing economies. As commented before a clash between
data and ideology usually results in a victory for ideology so many answers simply ignored
the data.

Examiner Comments

This is a fairly typical example of a candidate
who more or less side-stepped the question and
scored no marks. In reviewing it with them it
would be interesting to know why they didn’t
use any data from the surveys or, presumably,
ask themselves why several countries are
included and why the results were different
from place to place.
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Examiner Tip

The command word ‘Explain..’ is an instruction
to give reasons - with four marks available
at least two would be useful. You will not get
credit for just describing a situation, as here.

Question 5
As on the higher paper Option 1 was by far the most popular choice and it became a
little disappointing to read quite so much unreconstructed neo-Malthusian rhetoric. Most
candidates simply stated that population posed the largest threat and very few spotted
the fact that population was likely to go on growing for some time, thus ‘population must
be reduced now’ became the leitmotif of these answers. The best answers added some
evidence from the booklet and, just occasionally a little Knowledge and Understanding from
elsewhere on the specification. There were some very good responses from foundation
candidates and they are certainly not incapable of this sort of approach, especially if welltrained, as many are. At the bottom end of the mark range Question 5 was not answered
at all or, perhaps, just with a few bullet pointed comments. However, C grade answers
were sometimes quite impressive and candidates often insisted on justifying their choice,
although the question did not explicitly ask them to do so.
This response just reaches Level 3.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good answer but it rather fades. Up until the middle of the answer it is well focussed on the
chosen option, brings in a good deal of Knowledge and Understanding as well as Resource Booklet
material and makes good evaluative points about links with economic growth. However, it then offers
up a detailed account of superconducters which is not tied to the chosen Option at all and on the last
page the material is dominated by an exposition of the changing global population - in fact it is very
hard to guess what the focus is from any part of this page.

Examiner Tip

Try to plan your extended writing to make sure that it stays on track and addresses the
question. If you think that you might be contradicting yourself make that relevant by adding
- 'some may argue that...' which would then become counter-argument, which would be
admissible in this type of summative question.
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Paper Summary
Of all the papers in this summer's Specification B series this might prove to be the most
interesting and informative for centres that are taking on the 'new' Specification B in
the autumn. The loss of a Foundation paper has implications for both the delivery of
the material and the preparation of candidates for what will be a challenging test for
previously foundation level candidates in 2018. In this specification the content for Unit 3
is now more identifiable with its focus on resource exploitation in one of two contrasting
forest environments: tropical rainforest or taiga, whilst the format of the paper is pretty
much fixed in stone. The lessons learned both this summer and in 2014 and 2015 will be
invaluable.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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