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Introduction
This report covers responses from the Foundation tier paper of GCSE Geography
Specification B. The unit one paper was one hour long. The paper comprised of four
compulsory sections and two optional sections. Each section started with a resource based
activity, followed by one or two extending questions. The question paper was designed to be
progressively more difficult.
The aim of the unit/paper was to provide candidates with a broad and varied understanding
of the natural environment. Question paper completion required candidates to apply a range
of skills. Candidates needed to be able to interpret and read maps, diagrams and charts.
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Question 1 (b) (i)
The majority of candidates produced accurate answers to this question, with a good range
of threats being identified. Credit was given to both direct threats (eg lava flow) and
indirect threats (eg houses collapsing due to the volcano triggering localised earthquakes).
Vague statements referring to ‘people dying’ and ‘everything being destroyed’ were not
scored.

Examiner Comments

No mark awarded as the candidate identified an impact rather than a threat.

Examiner Comments

An appropriate threat was identified.

Examiner Tip

The term 'threat' refers to the various hazards associated with natural disasters. A threat causes
harm/damage.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Candidates were required to define what a destructive plate boundary is (eg where two
plates... collide/smash together/subduct) as well as give an extending statement to gain
both marks on this question. The majority of candidates produced strong responses to this
item. A common mistake was for candidates to mix-up the different plate boundaries.

Examiner Comments

A good answer. The candidate identified the plates involved, referred
to subduction and highlighted the outcome of mountain building.

Examiner Tip

One of the strengths of this response is the language the candidate has used. Candidates
should always try to include as many geographical terms in their response as they can. This
approach shows the examiner that the candidate has a good knowledge of the topic and
removes the potential for 'grey' areas.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate only just scored one mark. The term 'rubs' is a little open to
interpretation and some examiners may have argued that this candidate appears
to be describing a conservative plate boundary. Candidates should use terms which
make the response clear without doubt.
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Question 1 (c)
The response to this question was very strong. A wide range of actions were identified
and most responses included clear and relevant extension. As the question simply asks for
‘actions’, credit was given to both preparations and responses (short and long term). Some
candidates identified a valid action (such as building stronger houses) but provided weak
extension, eg simplistic statements such as “this will decrease deaths” or “reduce damage”.
These developments were not sufficient for the additional mark available.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified two actions and provided clear extension.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate identified two actions but provided no extension.

Examiner Tip

Whenever the 'describe' command word is used candidates are required to extend their
response to score full marks. Candidates often lose marks by listing rather than describing.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
Although answered well by most, some candidates lost marks by referring to human causes
of climate change. As with previous questions on this topic, methane from cattle ranching
and paddy fields were considered to be a human, rather than natural cause, as the rapid
expansion of these types of farming over the past 50 years has mainly been the result of
human decisions and actions.  

Examiner Comments

The candidate failed to score as 'rising sea levels' are an effect
of change, whereas the question focused on causes.

Examiner Comments

This was the most common correct response. Large eruptions can add so much
ash to the atmosphere that the sun's rays are blocked out, leading to a fall in
global temperature.

Examiner Tip

When revising for an exam, make good use of the specification. Make
sure all the terms are understood. It is often a useful revision exercise to
try and convert specification statements into likely GCSE questions.

GCSE Geography 5GB1F 01

9

Question 2 (b) (ii)
Most candidates produced strong responses to this question. For full marks the candidates
needed to identify an appropriate human action and provide some extension. The most
common correct response referred to ‘driving cars leading to an increase in carbon dioxide
emissions’. A considerable number of candidates lost marks by mixing-up climate change
with ozone depletion.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified transport but failed to explain how it leads to an increase
in greenhouse gases. The candidate attempted to extend their answer by providing
different examples of transport rather than answering the question.

Examiner Comments

A good response. Cattle farming was linked
to increased methane emissions.
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Examiner Tip

Methane from cattle or rice fields is considered a
human cause of greenhouse gases as the expansion
of these types of farming over the past 50 years has
resulted from of human decisions/actions.

Examiner Comments

Human activity identified and described - full marks.
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Question 2 (c)
The focus of this question was ‘economic’ impacts, so credit was not given for social
or environmental consequences. Candidates needed to make a clear reference to jobs,
businesses, trade, expenses and taxes in order to score on this question. As the command
word was ‘describe’, for full marks a candidate needed to develop at least one of their
identified impacts. The question was UK focused and a number of candidates lost valuable
marks by specifically referring to other regions, in particular Bangladesh and Egypt.
The most common correct responses referred to either farming or tourism (both types
of industry) and related a change in their fortunes to either increasing or decreasing
temperatures.

Examiner Comments

A good response. Two economic impacts were identified with extending statement.

Examiner Tip

The specification requires candidates to know the difference between economic,
social and environmental impacts. Economic impacts refer to money matters. Correct
responses to these types of questions will usually focus on the costs, jobs and trade.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate failed to score as the impacts identified were environmental rather than economic.
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Question 3 (a)
Most candidates produced accurate responses to this question. Extracting relevant
information from the resource was awarded, as were answers based on the candidate’s own
knowledge.

Examiner Comments

Full marks - two advantages identified.

Examiner Tip

Part (a) answers are almost always resource based. Some candidates lost
marks on this question by trying to answer the question from their own
knowledge rather than extracting information from the article.
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Question 3 (b) (i)
Almost all candidates chose the correct option.

Question 3bii
The majority of students correctly identified 'inland' as the gap filler.

Question 3c
Although the majority of candidates were able to produce a strong response to this
question, the concept of the biosphere proved challenging to some. It was often mistaken
for the atmosphere and in some cases confused with the ozone layer. The most common
correct answer related to the balancing of the earth’s atmosphere through photosynthesis or
the provision of essential goods, such as food and medicine.

Examiner Comments

A clear and focused response, which identified the role of the biosphere as a
regulator of atmospheric gases and flood defence.

Examiner Tip

Make sure candidates are familiar with the concepts and terminology used in
the specification, such as the 'life support system'.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate identified two life support systems in their first statement, but offered no
extension for either. The second statement was off-focus referring to the atmosphere
rather than the biosphere.
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Question 4 (a) (A)
Almost all of the candidates were able to identify the process of evaporation.

Question 4aB
The vast majority of candidates correctly identified precipitation. Candidates who referred to
types of precipitation, eg rain or snow, were also credited.

Question 4b
Almost all candidates were able to identify a human action that can lead to a decline in
water quality; some struggled to provide an extending statement. The most common
correct response referred to some type of pollution (normally sewage or industrial waste)
being released into the water course, resulting in the water becoming contaminated/leading
to the spread of disease. Overly simplistic responses referring to ‘dirty’ or ‘muddy’ water
were not credited.

Examiner Comments

The candidate failed to score full marks due to their simplistic language. At GCSE
level, referring to rivers as being 'dirty' isn't sufficient as an extending statement.

Examiner Tip

From June marks will be awarded for literacy and grammar on Geography exam papers.
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Question 4 (c)
A significant minority misinterpreted this question, confusing an insufficient/unreliable
water supply with poor water quality. Candidates frequently referred to polluted waters
leading to the spread of disease. This common response relates to water quality and
as such did not gain any marks. Where candidates stated that locals are forced to use
polluted waters because alternative supplies are unreliable, credit was given. A significant
number of candidates were unable to name a suitable location. As with previous questions
requiring a named location, 'Africa' was not considered a valid destination. Africa is a very
large continent with a wide variety of regions; it is not specific enough to be acceptable as
a named location on any question. Although no mark was awarded for naming a suitable
location, candidates who failed to identify an appropriate destination were unable to score
full marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate gained marks for explaining that in areas of water shortage people may be forced to
drink contaminated water and for the final statement about crop failure and falls in income.

Examiner Tip

When a question asks the candidate to identify a named region, full marks can only be gained
when an appropriate location is stated. Named locations can refer to regions within a country,
specific countries or even groups of countries with similar characteristics - for example, on this
question candidates could have referred to the Sahel region of Africa as the entire region suffers
from water shortages.
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Examiner Comments

First statement fails to score as the candidate is talking about poor water quality not a lack of
water. The second statement identifies an appropriate problem and provides extension.
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Question 5 (a)
There was a good response to this question. Not surprisingly, the most common response to
this item related to erosion. Identification with a brief extending statement scored both
marks. Successful responses identified that erosion was most effective at the base of the
cliff, causing the top to become unstable and to collapse. Less successful responses referred
to a lack of coastal defences rather than identifying a process.

Examiner Comments

A clear description of a likely process that may have caused the cliff to collapse.
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Question 5 (b)
A strong item for the vast majority of candidates. The most common answers referred to
land lost and property damage.

Question 5 (c)
Although a small number of candidates focused their response on unsuitable locations,
particularly Spurn Head spit, the vast majority concentrated on landforms and were able to
put together strong responses. The effects of erosion on cliffs was common amongst midlevel responses, whilst higher level answers tended to focus on the arch to stack sequence.
The main ‘elevator’ for moving between levels was the amount of explanation. Aconsiderable
number of candidates achieved lower scores as they focused their answer on coastal
defences rather than landforms. All candidates should be familiar with the terminology used
in the specification.

Examiner Comments

A Level 3 response, as the candidate identified a suitable
location. They highlighted the process of erosion and outlined
the change from cave to stump. More explanation of the
processes involved needed for full marks.
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Examiner Comments

A Level 2 response. The candidate identified the formation of a bay and briefly explained its
development. A greater focus on the hardrock headlands was needed for further marks.

Examiner Tip

The key to gaining full marks on levelled responses is the depth of explanation. To achieve full
marks candidates are normally required to clearly explain two actions, landforms, responses. Long
lists with little development score few marks. For a maximum score on a question that refers to a
named location, case study specific information will be required.   
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Question 6 (a)
Although candidates answered the question well, a significant number of students failed to
score on this item. The most common incorrect responses referred to tectonic processes,
with earthquakes and constructive plate boundaries frequently being used to explain the
valley's formation. For full marks only a brief extending statement is needed.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified erosion but offered no extension. For full marks the candidate needed
to explain how erosion works or name a specific type of river erosion.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate identifies the process of transportation and briefly outlines how rocks are moved
downstream - full marks.
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Question 6 (b)
Like its cross over question on 5, the vast majority of candidates produced strong responses
to this question. The most common responses referred to crops being destroyed or houses
being damaged.

Question 6 (c)
As with 5(c) the main ‘elevator’ for moving between levels was the amount of explanation.
Level 1 responses included little (or no) explanation; whereas level 2 responses had
to include some explanation, although this may have been rather basic/vague; whilst
level 3 responses had to include clear explanation. Candidates who failed to name a
specific location were limited to 4 points. To achieve level 3, candidates had to include
both physical and human causes in their answer, for full marks both human and physical
causes had to be clearly explained. A considerable number of candidates lost marks by
highlighting climate change as the flood cause but then only referred to sea level changes
and coastal inundation, rather than the impact of glacier melt or increasingly erratic rainfall
patterns.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified a human and physical cause of flooding but
provided only the most basic explanation.

Examiner Tip

The key to gaining full marks on levelled responses is the depth of explanation. To achieve
full marks candidates are normally required to clearly explain two actions, landforms,
responses. Long lists with little development score few marks. For a maximum score on a
question that refers to a named location, case study specific information will be required.
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates produced strong responses to this question. For full marks candidates were
required to make two accurate statements. Due to the wording of the question, there was
no requirement to include graph data. Therefore, an answer which identified the general
increase and also highlighted the faster rates since the 1980s would have scored both
points. Although there was no requirement for data, the best responses often included
accurate graph readings and change calculations. If a candidate had chosen to include data
in their answer, only precise figures were accepted.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified the general increase but failed to score full marks as
the second statement was explanation rather than description.

Examiner Tip

On a 'describe the graph' question candidates are simply required to say what they see.
Often the most successful responses include accurate graph readings or identify periods
with different rates of change.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate identified the general increase and supported with graph data. Full marks were given.
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Question 7 (b)
As with the comparable questions on section B, the vast majority of candidates produced
strong responses to this question. The most common correct responses referred to overfishing and habitat destruction.  Candidates who simply stated ‘fishing’ or ‘more fishing’
were not credited.

Question 7 (c)
To help achieve consistency through the paper, the main ‘elevator’ on section C levelled
responses was again the depth of explanation. For full marks, students needed to focus at
least part of their response on a specific location. Weaker responses referred to general
disagreements without explaining the opposing views and only explained one 'side' of the
conflict.

Examiner Comments

Level 3 response. The candidate referred to two examples (zoning in St Lucia/
quotas in the North Sea) and provided clear explanation of how the actions
identified help to manage marine ecosystems.
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Question 8 (a)
The vast majority of candidates scored well on this item. Candidates who focused on the
cactus tended to achieve the highest scores.

Examiner Comments

The candidate identified two adaptations.

Examiner Tip

Some candidates lost marks on this question by mixing up their adaptation - i.e.
referring to the cacti's long roots and linking these to water storage.
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Question 8 (b)
Almost all candidates were able to identify an appropriate adaptation.

Question 8 (c)
Again the main ‘elevator’ for moving between levels was the amount of explanation. To
reach level 3, candidates needed to make the link between their identified action and
sustainability. Environmental, economic and social sustainability were awarded.

Examiner Comments

A Level 3 response, detailed and informative. A good level of explanation and excellent use of
subject specific terms.
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Paper Summary
The general level of response on this paper was of a high standard. Most candidates
demonstrated a clear understanding of the foundations of each topic and many were able to
write with focus and provide in depth responses.
Candidates had the choice of answering either sections 5 or 6 and 7 or 8. As with past
papers, the 'Coastal Change and Conflict' topic proved most popular in section B. In contrast
to previous series, 'Marine Environments' had fewer candidates than 'Extreme Climates'.
The breakdown in both cases was approximately one third, two thirds.
Candidates completing the 'Extreme Climate' topic were given the choice of focusing on
either a hot, arid or arctic region. Hot arid locations, in particular Australia, was again
most popular but did not necessarily generate the best answers. Candidates studying polar
landscapes were often able to provide responses of equal quality.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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