
 

 

Paper 3 Examiner Marked 
Student Responses 

GCSE (9-1) Geography A 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Geography A (1GA0)  

 
 



1 

 

Contents 
 

Introduction        page 2 

Question 5d, indicative content, and mark scheme page 3 

Examiner marked student responses    page 7 

   



2 

 

Introduction 
 
This guide has been put together to help you understand the requirements of 
the UK Challenges question in Paper 3: Geographical Investigations and it 

includes examiner marked student responses to the sample assessment 
materials (SAMs).  

 
Question 5 UK Challenges (Paper 3, Section C) will always draw from one or 
more of the four themes in Topic 8 UK Challenges: 

 
 8.1 The UK’s resource consumption and environmental sustainability 

challenge. 
 8.2 The UK settlement, population and economic challenges. 
 8.3 The UK’s landscape challenges. 

 8.4 The UK’s climate change challenges. 
 

Please see our Getting Started Guide for advice on the topics that these 
themes relate to. In Topic 8 students are required to draw on their 
knowledge and understanding of the physical and human characteristics of 

the UK from Components 1 and 2, and use their geographical skills to 
investigate a contemporary challenge for the UK. It is within this topic that 

students can really apply their geographical knowledge and understanding 
from across the specification and to ‘think like a geographer’. 

 
The resources for Question 5 will include geographical information about a UK 
challenge. Question 5 will be a structured question that ramps in demand, 

starting with low tariff questions that require students to use the resources 
and show knowledge and understanding of the related specification content, 

culminating in a 12 mark extended response question that uses the 
command word ‘Discuss’.   
 

The final 12-mark extended response question will assess students’ ability to 
investigate the different sides of an issue affecting the UK. Students will be 

required to use information from the resources and knowledge and 
understanding from the rest of their geography course of study to support 
their answer. There is an equal emphasis on AO2, AO3 and AO4 in this 

question. Students are assessed on their ability to demonstrate 
understanding of the issue (AO2), application of understanding to provide a 

balanced, well-developed argument leading to supported judgements (AO3) 
and using geographical skills to obtain accurate information that supports 
their argument (AO4). 4 marks will also be available for spelling, 

punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/Edexcel-GCSE-Geography-A-(9-1)-Getting-Started-Guide.pdf
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Paper 3: Section C - UK Challenges  
 

Question 5d  
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Mark scheme  
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Student answers to 5d 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 8 marks. 
 
In order to fully discuss the view, students must consider the different 

impacts that population growth and immigration might have on UK 
ecosystems and establish a clear argument about whether the long-term 

impact will be good or bad.  
 
Students are assessed on their ability to demonstrate understanding of the 

pressures of population growth on the UK’s ecosystems (AO2), application 
of understanding to provide a balanced, well-developed argument leading 

to supported judgements about the view that UK population growth and 
net migration will create pressures on the UK’s ecosystems (AO3) and 
using geographical skills to obtain accurate information from the resources 

to support their argument (AO4).  
 

There is no preferred view – credit is awarded for the depth, breadth and 
balance of the discussion. 
 

In this response, the candidate has provided an imbalanced argument 
about the impacts of population growth and net migration on UK 

ecosystems. The focus of the answer is mainly on the view that pressures 
will be placed upon UK systems, with little consideration about the other 
side to this argument. 

 
Despite the response being somewhat imbalanced in terms of the 

argument about the impacts of population growth and net migration, the 
candidate has developed their ideas and used the resources effectively to 
support the points they have made – this has successfully lifted the 

answer to the top of Level 2. However, to move this answer into Level 3, a 
greater understanding of the interrelationships of places, environments 

and processes is needed, which would provide a more balanced answer; 
for example, a consideration about how ecosystems can be managed in a 

sustainable way to withstand the pressures and negative impacts of 

population growth and net migration. 
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Examiner´s comments 
This response is awarded 12 marks. 

 
Crucially for Level 3, the candidate has provided a well-written response 
that contains a balanced and well-developed argument that discusses 

both sides, demonstrating accurate understanding of the concepts and 
processes related to the question. 

The candidate has developed their points in depth with a counter 
argument that is accurately supported through the use of the resources. 
The conclusion summarises the candidate’s thoughts towards the view set 

in the question and the answer is well structured with the use of 
paragraphs and geographical terminology.  

A common Level 2 answer will often focus on the negative impacts on UK 
ecosystems that will arrive as a result of population growth and net 
migration; this is quite a one-sided approach, and it is encouraging to see 

this candidate consider the counter-argument (even though they reach 
the conclusion that pressures will increase in the final sentence). This 

approach has lifted the answer into Level 3, and the use of geographical 
skills to obtain accurate information from the various resources to support 
the argument has moved the answer to the top of band. 
 


