
Unfamiliar questions



Question 1a – river investigation

2



Question 1a – mark scheme
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Question 1a – look at together
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Question 1a – delegate marking
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Question 2c – coastal investigation 
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Question 2c – mark scheme 
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Question 2c – look at together 
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Question 2c – delegate marking 
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Type of data presentation technique – proportional circles

I used located proportional circles to represent changes to the sediment characteristics along the 
beach to allow for comparison to be made between each survey site.  



Question 2b – coast investigation 
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Question 2b – mark scheme 
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Question 2b – look at together  
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Question 2b – delegate marking  
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Familiar questions



Question 1a – river investigation  
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Question 1a – mark scheme  
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Question 1c – river investigation  
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Question 1c – mark scheme   
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Question 1c – look at together 
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It means similar sites can be used further down the river, which wouldn’t be possible with other 
sampling approaches, like random sampling. 



Question 1c – delegate marking 
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It means similar sites can be used further down the river.



Question 3ai/ii – urban investigation 
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Question 3ai/ii – mark scheme 
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Question 3ai/ii – look at together
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(i) Environmental quality of a place
(ii) One limitation of this recording is it is subjective



Question 3ai/ii – delegate marking
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(i) Environmental quality of a place
(ii) A limitation of this recording sheet is it relies on the use of people’s opinions 

because the options to choose from can be interpreted differently, therefore the 
results produced can be unreliable.



Practice Marking
(Level-based)



Question 1e – river investigation
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Question 1e – mark scheme
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Question 1e – look at together
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I could investigate how the width and depth of the river changes        
downstream to see if it matches how we expect a river to behave. Also, I could 
investigate the different landforms that are found along the course of the 
river.



Question 1e – delegate marking
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One of the enquiry questions that could be investigated at the river environment in 
Figure 1a is, ‘does the discharge of Ashes Hollow increase downstream?’. This could be 
investigated through the collection of sediment samples along several sites, starting 
from a site in grid square 4293 to a site further downstream towards the mouth of the 
river. To generate enough to prove or disprove the enquiry question, it would ideal to 
collect primary data at 3 sites. Health and safety would have to be considered in 
relation to the accessibility of the river channel at the chosen sites before commencing 
the data collection, which could be determined through secondary research.
Another enquiry question that could be investigated along with same stretch of river is 
changes in bedload, ‘how does the river bedload change downstream of Ashes 
Hollow?’. This would require the collection of bedload samples along different sites of 
the river, which would need to be a minimum of 3 sites spaced along the upper, middle 
and lower course. The accuracy of the data collection would need to be taken into 
consideration because the collection of bedload can lead to subjectivity, therefore 
secondary research could be used to support the findings.



Question 4d – rural investigation
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Question 4d – mark scheme
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Question 4d – look at together
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For my rural fieldwork, I counted the number of people at different places for a few 
minutes and made a note of this on my recording sheet. I also looked around at the 
area and gave it different scores on how it looked.



Question 4d – delegate marking
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For my rural fieldwork investigation, I conducted the collection of my primary fieldwork data at 
three different sites around the village of Grasmere in the Lake District. One of the primary 
fieldwork techniques I used for my investigation was a pedestrian count. This involved recording 
the number of people passing by at each site for a total of 2 minutes. One of the limitations of this 
method was that at site 3 there were a lot of people, therefore this made it difficult to keep track 
of all the people. This I believe could have resulted in our group not recording an accurate number 
of pedestrians, therefore making our results unreliable. Secondly, we only recorded the number of 
pedestrians for 2 minutes, which only created a small representation of the footfall for that site at 
that time of the day. It would have been beneficial to have used our own counts and compare 
these to secondary data completed by someone else.
Another primary data collection technique I used for my investigation was an environmental 
quality survey. This involved recording our views on the quality of the environment based on 
factors like the amount litter and appearance, giving each survey site a rating of between 0 – 5, 5 
being the most negative. One of the limitations of conducting this method was it involved our 
views, and therefore was subjective because in our group we had different views on how to rate 
the factors. Similarly to the pedestrian count this was completed at the three sites at different 
times of the day and we only used our scores, rather than finding secondary data to make 
comparisons.
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