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• Sixteenth years of teaching in London state secondary schools

• Worked in four schools in north, east and west London boroughs

• I have been a Geography Teacher for 16 years, including being a 

Head of Department, Lead Practitioner and currently I am an 

Assistant Headteacher

• Pearson examiner for GCSE and International GCSE Geography 

for 15 years.

• Currently I am Team Leader for GCSE Geography A Papers 1 

and 2, Principal Examiner for International GCSE Geography 

Paper 1, and Examiner for International GCSE Geography Paper 

2 and International GCSE Pakistan Studies Paper 2.

Welcome to this Professional Development Session
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This training is for teachers of the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A specification and will 

provide feedback and insights on the May/June 2024 exam series. The session will focus on the 

performance of some of the key questions in the series and provide analysis to support. The 

session will point out key statistical performance data that may help with your planning for the year 

ahead.

Delegates will:

• receive feedback on the performance of candidates in the May/June 2024 exam series

• consider the variation of candidates’ performance on different questions and explore why 

performance varies

• discuss the Examiner’s Report

• address common issues and FAQs.

• a reminder the examiners reports can be found on the Pearson website: 

Geography A (9–1) from 2016 | Pearson qualifications

GCSE Geography A: Exam Insights May/June 2024

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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1. Welcome and Introduction

2. Overview of exam performance

3. Analysis of 2024 examination papers

4. Common mistakes and tips/ideas for how to avoid 

them

5. Conclusion/summary

6. Q&A

7. Subject Advisor support/future events

Agenda
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This year there were some changes made with the 

aim of increasing accessibility:

• The 4-mark explain questions were (1+1) + (1+1) 

• The SPaG marks were move to Section B on 

Paper 1 and 2

• Added instruction to remind candidates to refer to 

resources in their responses in our 8-mark 

'Examine' and certain Explain/Suggest questions.

Improving the accessibility of our assessments



Overview of exam performance



Overview of exam performance



Analysis of 2024 
examination papers



• Candidates use of resources (AO4) continues to improve year on year.

• Candidates find applying their knowledge and understanding (AO3) challenging.

• Candidates find achieving the third mark on 3-mark ‘explain one’ questions a challenge.

• Candidates are losing marks on the maths/stats questions.

• Incorrect case studies used.

• Increase in rubric error this series.

Analysis of Paper 1 – The Physical Environment



Student responses – Examine 
AO4

AO3



Student responses – Examine 
AO4

AO3



Student responses – Explain one (3-mark)



Student responses – Explain one (3-mark)

✓.

✓.

✓.



Student responses – Incorrect  case study

AO2

AO3



Math/Stats Errors



• 8-mark exam questions had similar performance to last year.

• Candidate performance is stronger on the ‘explain’ two resource-based questions (AO2 and AO3).

• Candidate performance is weaker on the ‘explain’ two questions without a resource (AO1 and AO2).

• Compare questions there is a mark reserved for using data.

• Candidates need to read questions carefully to ensure their response is written from the correct 

perspective. 

• Key terms – there are teacher/student friendly glossaries on the Pearson website.

• Graph questions left blank.

Analysis of Paper 2 – The Human Environment



Student responses – Evaluate
AO2

AO3



Student responses – Evaluate AO2 AO3



Student responses – Assess AO2 AO3



Student responses – Assess AO2 AO3



Student responses – Explain two (with a resource)

✓.

✓.

✓.



Student responses – Explain two (with a resource)

✓.

✓.

✓.

✓.



Student responses – Explain two (without a resource)



Student responses – Explain two (without a resource)

✓.

✓.

✓.

✓.



• Candidate responses to familiar fieldwork questions has improved.

• ‘Explain one’ method is a different demand to ‘Describe one’ method.

• Sampling strategies.

• Candidate responses to unfamiliar fieldwork improved. 

• Candidates gained higher marks on Q5 UK Challenges than in previous years. 

Analysis of Paper 3 – Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork 
and UK Challenges



Describe / Explain one method



Describe / Explain one method

✓.

✓.

✓.

✓.



Common mistakes and 

tips/ideas for how to avoid them



Exam technique reasons:

• Writing style for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate command 

words (8-mark questions).

• 4-mark (2+2) questions without a resource (AO1 

and AO2) – breadth of knowledge.

• Developing a chain of reasoning – depth of 

knowledge.

• Missing out graph completion questions

• Not following the rubric (one decimal place etc, 

incomplete working) on 'calculate questions

• Imbalance of AO3 andAO4 content for responses 

to 'examine' questions

• Rubric issues in terms of completing both optional 

questions

Common mistakes across all papers

Content-related reasons:

• Application of knowledge (AO3) – on 

‘examine’ questions – explaining in depth 

the processes responsible for what is 

shown in the resource.

• Recall of geographical vocabulary.

• Superficial K+U of detailed content linked 

to Section C 8-mark questions



Writing style for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate command words 
(8-mark questions)

GCSE Geography A Specification Issue 4 (pearson.com)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse2016-l12-geography-a-issue4.pdf


Assess command word

Question: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2019



Evaluate command word

Question: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2020



Application of knowledge (AO3) – on ‘examine’ questions

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2024

What can you see in the Figures? How does geography explain what you see?

1. What geology?

2. What landforms can you see?

3. What type of wave might be dominant?

4. What processes have created these 

landforms?



Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of the coastal landforms 
shown.

1. Discordant coastline with alternating 

bands of hard and soft rock.

2. Headland, cave, arch, stack

3. Destructive waves are likely dominant.  

Headlands are exposed to more wave 

energy due to refraction of the waves.

4. the dominant processes are erosion 

(hydraulic action and abrasion), although 

weathering (biological, chemical) 

contribute to the landscape along with 

rock falls (landslides).

AO3 – How does geography 

explain what you see?AO4 – What do we see in the Figure?

Image source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2024
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base
Arch
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waterline
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Collapsed 
arch



Conclusion/summary
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• There are variations on candidate performance across the three 

papers, with paper 1 having the lowest performance and paper 

3 the highest.

• There are some common strengths across the three exam 

papers:

o Candidates are using the resources provided more 

effectively in their responses

• There are some common challenges across the three exam 

papers:

o Writing responses to meet the demands of 'assess' and 

'evaluate' questions

o Explain/suggest one 3-mark questions often present a 

challenge

o Explain two 4-mark questions without a resource often 

present a challenge.

Summary 



Question and answer 

session



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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