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Welcome to this Professional Development Session

* Sixteenth years of teaching in London state secondary schools
* Worked in four schools in north, east and west London boroughs

* | have been a Geography Teacher for 16 years, including being a
Head of Department, Lead Practitioner and currently | am an
Assistant Headteacher

* Pearson examiner for GCSE and International GCSE Geography
for 15 years.

* Currently | am Team Leader for GCSE Geography A Papers 1
and 2, Principal Examiner for International GCSE Geography
Paper 1, and Examiner for International GCSE Geography Paper
2 and International GCSE Pakistan Studies Paper 2.
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GCSE Geography A: Exam Insights May/June 2024

This training is for teachers of the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A specification and will
provide feedback and insights on the May/June 2024 exam series. The session will focus on the
performance of some of the key questions in the series and provide analysis to support. The
session will point out key statistical performance data that may help with your planning for the year
ahead.

Delegates will:
* receive feedback on the performance of candidates in the May/June 2024 exam series

* consider the variation of candidates’ performance on different questions and explore why
performance varies

* discuss the Examiner’s Report
* address common issues and FAQs.

* areminder the examiners reports can be found on the Pearson website:
Geography A (9-1) from 2016 | Pearson gualifications

© Pearson Education 2024


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Improving the accessibility of our assessments

This year there were some changes made with the
aim of increasing accessibility:

* The 4-mark explain questions were (1+1) + (1+1)

* The SPaG marks were move to Section B on
Paper 1 and 2

* Added instruction to remind candidates to refer to
resources in their responses in our 8-mark
'‘Examine’ and certain Explain/Suggest questions.
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Overview of exam performance




Overview of exam performance

Geography A
Overall grade boundaries Max Mark 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 (1)
1GAOQ Geography A Subject 256 209 193 177 157 138 119 84 50 16 0

Paper(s) 01 02 03

Notional component grade boundaries MaxMark 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U

1GAO0 Geography A Raw 94 74 68 63 55 48 41 28 16 4 0
Paper 01

1GA0  Geography A Raw 94 73 67 62 54 47 40 28 16 5 0
Paper 02

1GAO0  Geography A Raw 64 59 54 49 44 40 36 26 16 7 0
Paper 03

GCSE Geography A
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023
Pearson Edexcel A | 6.7 6.5 16.3 15.4 28.5 26.9 43 40.9 56.1 54.7 67.4 66.9 81.9 81.6 92.4 92 98.3 98




Analysis of 2024
examination papers




Analysis of Paper 1 — The Physical Environment

* Candidates use of resources (AO4) continues to improve year on year.

* Candidates find applying their knowledge and understanding (AO3) challenging.

* Candidates find achieving the third mark on 3-mark ‘explain one’ questions a challenge.
* Candidates are losing marks on the maths/stats questions.

* Incorrect case studies used.

* |ncrease in rubric error this series.



AO3

Student responses — Examine Ao

~ w
(d) Study Figures 2b and 2c in the Resource Booklet.

Examine the role of different physical processes in the formation of the coastal
landforms shown in Figures 2b and 2c.

You must use evidence from Figures 2b and 2c in your answer.
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landforms shown in Figures 2b and 2c.

You must use evidence from Figures 2b and 2c in your answer.
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Student responses — Explain one (3-mark)

(i) Explain one reason why rainfall totals vary across the UK.

You must use evidence from Figure 5b in your answer.
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Student responses — Explain one (3-mark)

(i) Explain one reason why rainfall totals vary across the UK.

You must use evidence from Figure 5b in your answer.
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I Student responses — Incorrect case study

In this question, four of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and for your use of specialist terminology. AO 2

emerging or developing country.

erging or developin
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Math/Stats Errors

(i) Calculate the median temperature shown in Figure 7a.
Answer to one decimal place.
You must show your working in the space below.
20 Qo7bi
g, M., 13, lec(7,19,7°21 , 20.3%, Yo,42
l 7 ¢lq > 3 (o ‘ (e) Study Figure 7b in the Resource Booklet.
Calculate the percentage of the UK's woodland found in Wales.
(® Answer to one decimal place.
36 e °C You must show your working in the space below.
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Analysis of Paper 2 — The Human Environment

* 8-mark exam questions had similar performance to last year.

* (Candidate performance is stronger on the ‘explain’ two resource-based questions (AO2 and AO3).

* Candidate performance is weaker on the ‘explain’ two questions without a resource (AO1 and AO2).
* Compare questions there is a mark reserved for using data.

* Candidates need to read questions carefully to ensure their response is written from the correct
perspective.

* Key terms — there are teacher/student friendly glossaries on the Pearson website.
* Graph questions left blank.



AO2

AQO3

In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.

(f) Evaluate whether, in a named developing or emerging country, the positive 3
impacts of rapid development outweigh the negative impacts. QO2f
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Student responses — Evaluate

In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.

(f) Evaluate whether, in a named developing or emerging country, the positive

impacts of rapid development outweigh the negative impacts. 8 qozf
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Student responses — Assess AO2 AO3

(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and organisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of water resources.
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(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and organisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of energy resources.
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Student responses — Assess
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Student responses — Explain two (with a resource)

(v) Suggest two advantages of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.

Use evidence from Figure 2¢ in your answer.
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Student responses — Explain two (with a resource)

(v) Suggest two advantages of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.

Use evidence from Figure 2¢ in your answer.
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Student responses — Explain two (without a resource)

(d) Explain two historical factors that have led to global variations in the level of
development. o
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I Student responses — Explain two (without a resource)

(d) Explain two historical factors that have leld f5global variations in the level of
development.
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Analysis of Paper 3 — Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork
and UK Challenges

* Candidate responses to familiar fieldwork questions has improved.

* ‘Explain one’ method is a different demand to ‘Describe one’ method.
e Sampling strategies.

* Candidate responses to unfamiliar fieldwork improved.

* Candidates gained higher marks on Q5 UK Challenges than in previous years.



Describe / Explain one method

(a) (i) Describe one fieldwork method that could have been used by the students to
measure sediment size.
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(i) Explain one disadvantage of using this fieldwork method.
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Describe / Explain one method

(@) (i) Describe one fieldwork method that could have been used by the students to
measure sediment size,
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(i) Explain one disadvantage of using this fieldwork method.
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Common mistakes and
tips/ideas for how to avoid them




Common mistakes across all papers

Exam technique reasons:

Writing style for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate command
words (8-mark questions).

4-mark (2+2) questions without a resource (AO1
and AO2) — breadth of knowledge.

Developing a chain of reasoning — depth of
knowledge.

Missing out graph completion questions

Not following the rubric (one decimal place etc,
iIncomplete working) on 'calculate questions

Imbalance of AO3 andAO4 content for responses
to 'examine' questions

Rubric issues in terms of completing both optional
guestions

Content-related reasons:

* Application of knowledge (AO3) — on
‘examine’ questions — explaining in depth
the processes responsible for what is
shown in the resource.

* Recall of geographical vocabulary.

e Superficial K+U of detailed content linked
to Section C 8-mark questions



Writing style for ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate command words
(8-mark guestions)

Command Word Visual Definition AO's
Describe Give main characteristics of AO2 OR AO4
_ something (AO4) OR state steps ina
process (AO2).
Compare Give both the similarities and AO2 OR AO4
@ differences of something.
Explain ~— Give developed reasons for how or | AO2 OR AO1
1= why something happens. & AO2 OR
AO2 & AO3
Suggest Use your K&U to explain & justify |[AO2 OR AO1
why something might happen, & AO2 OR
AO2 & AO3
Examine Explain how each factor contributes | AO3 & AO4
to the formation and how each
(8 marks) interrelate (work together) (AO3)
using evidence from the resource to
support (AO4) and decide which
factor(s) contribute most
significantly to the formation.

GCSE Geography A Specification Issue 4 (pearson.com)

Command Word Visual Definition AQ's
Assess Explain all relevant AO2 & AO3
factors involved (AO2)
(8 marks) 3 and weigh-up to decide
which is most important OR
(AO3).
@ﬂ Explain relevant evidence | AO3 & AO4
from figure (AO4) and
weigh-up to decide which | (4 marks per
is most important (AO3). AOQ)
Evaluate Weigh-up the prosand | AO2 & AO3
cons of something
(8 marks) (including evidence to
/ support) (AO2) and reach
¥ a justified conclusion OR
(AO3).
Weigh-up the prosand | AO3 & AO4
cons of information from
figure (AO4) and reach a | (4 marks per
Justified conclusion AQ)
(AO3).
Discuss Give pros and cons of AO2 & AO3
~— issue (A02) and make a AQ4
(12 marks) = Jjudgement (AO3), using
*xE evidence from figures to | (4 marks per
v x= support point(s) (AO4). AQ)



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse2016-l12-geography-a-issue4.pdf

Assess command word

Explain all relevant factors involved
(AO2) and weigh-up to decide which
is most important (AO3).

% Other causes of
& drought....

(e) Assess the following statement.

Hydrological drought can be influenced
greatly by human actions such as....

‘Drought is mainly due to natural causes.

Drought is.... Meteorological
drought is....

This means
that....

Question: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2019



Evaluate command word

Weigh-up the pros and cons of

something (including evidence

to support) (AO2) and reach a
justified conclusion (AO3).

o
.“ ‘ .. Higher HDI
i GDHPI/gGlslz o Generally higher
tax spend on
(d) Evaluate the following statement. services....

The impacts of hurricanes (tropical cyclones) are less serious in developed countries
than in emerqing or developing countries.

Generally lower

Lower Lower HDI tax spgnd on
GDP/GNI.... score.... services....

Question: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2020



Application of knowledge (AO3) — on ‘examine’ questions

What can you see in the Figures?

How does geography explain what you see?

Source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2024

1. What geology?

2. What landforms can you see?

3. What type of wave might be dominant?
4. What processes have created these

landforms?




shown.

AO4 —What do we see in the Figure?

. Stack with
Vegetation
) Arch a nharrower
on cliff top
base
Waves

Collapsed
arch

High tide
waterline

Headland
made
from chalk

Image source: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Geography A Paper 1 2024

Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of the coastal landforms

AO3 - How does geography
explain what you see?

Discordant coastline with alternating
bands of hard and soft rock.

Headland, cave, arch, stack

Destructive waves are likely dominant.
Headlands are exposed to more wave
energy due to refraction of the waves.

the dominant processes are erosion
(hydraulic action and abrasion), although
weathering (biological, chemical)
contribute to the landscape along with
rock falls (landslides).



Conclusion/summary




Summary

* There are variations on candidate performance across the three
papers, with paper 1 having the lowest performance and paper
3 the highest.
* There are some common strengths across the three exam
papers:
o Candidates are using the resources provided more
effectively in their responses

* There are some common challenges across the three exam
papers:
o Writing responses to meet the demands of 'assess' and
‘evaluate' questions

o Explain/suggest one 3-mark questions often present a
challenge

o Explain two 4-mark questions without a resource often
present a challenge.







Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and
are here to support you throughout the year.

<_T

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign
up to receive regular updates from your Subject
Advisor on gualification news and support for your
subject here.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html

©

Pearson

Find out more

For more professional development
courses please see Pearson’s
Professional Development Academy
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https://pdacademy.pearson.com/

Your Feedback
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an
invitation to share your thoughts about
the session. Your feedback is invaluable
to us, as it helps us tailor our
professional development materials to
better meet your needs. Please don't
hesitate to let us know what you’d like to
see more of and what areas you think

could be improved.
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