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Introduction

This was the sixth series of the Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Geography A specification. This
Examiner’s Report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 3 -
Geographical Investigation: Fieldwork and UK Challenges - in particular, analysing the
majority of questions in terms of what went well and where common mistakes and
underperformance was evident.

This paper consists of three sections. Of the 64 marks, up to 4 marks are awarded for
spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. The exam includes
multiple-choice questions, short open, open response, calculations and 8-mark extended
writing questions. The command words which are used in this paper are defined on page 43
of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment
Objectives (AOs).

In Section A: Physical Environments, candidates are required to answer either Question 1
(River Environments) or Question 2 (Coastal Environments), dependent on their chosen
fieldwork investigation.

This section is awarded a total of 18 marks.

In Section B: Human Environments, candidates are required to answer either Question 3
(Urban Environments) or Question 4 (Rural Environments), dependent on their chosen
fieldwork investigation.

This section is awarded a total of 18 marks.

In Section C: UK Challenges, candidates are required to answer all questions, with 4 marks
available for spelling, punctuation and grammar on Question 5(d), giving a total mark tariff of
28 for this section.

For this series there was an increase in the overall mean mark for the paper with candidates
demonstrating improved performance across some of the questions which could be
attributed to several factors. One of these might be related to candidates'’ fiel[dwork
opportunities post-COVID. Secondly, candidates understanding of how to approach the
questions may have contributed to improved performance. Finally, for the 12-mark question
candidates were able to ‘get to grips' with the content and incorporate the evidence from the
resources into their response with greater degree of accuracy. Alongside this, it was noted by
examiners there was an improvement in the way candidates structured their response to this
question. Overall, these factors could have resulted in the rise of the paper mean mark for
this series.
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Question 1 (a)(i-ii)

In this unfamiliar fieldwork question, candidates were asked to describe one fieldwork
method that could have been used by the students to measure river depth. In a large
proportion of the responses seen by examiners, candidates often talked about the fieldwork
equipment the students could use with most candidates mentioning a meter ruler. For
candidates to achieve the second mark, they were required to say how the ruler would be
used to measure the river depth.

In the second half of this question, candidates were required to explain one disadvantage
associated with measuring river depth. For candidates to achieve the full marks, examiners
were looking for a development for WHY it was a disadvantage. For a large proportion of
candidates, the WHAT was presented which tended to be related to ‘rocks on the riverbed’,
but not all candidates were able to offer WHY this was a disadvantage. In some cases, some
candidates talked about the method being inaccurate in isolation with no context. It is
important in this type of 2-mark question that candidates connect the idea of the students'
accuracy being affected with something first.
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If you answer Question 1, put a cross in the box X .

1 A group of students collected data to investigate changes at six sites along a river
channel.

(a) (i) Describe one fieldwork method that could have been used by the students to
measure river depth.

(2)
............ The. studenss. could. (se 0. mere. . culel. Steek. 1. measure the. .

I the (OARRs B .a00ans.. e S ek - L huo SWOUC Woeow: !
hsmh the. (xR ua.ga.w $he.. ,slzbgﬂd:gm:q‘mm Sl et

eot&gs n eax” i moltiple places
(Ii)ng?‘flin one disadvantage of using this fieldwork method. odong :hué.b ﬁug
(2)

ﬂfg- ..... ORI GRRPEVA

|

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scored 4 marks.

The candidate has indicated the students could use a ruler to measure
river depth and then developed this to say how they would use the
ruler.

In the second half, the candidate has identified a disadvantage of
measuring river depth linked to the uneven nature of the river bed and
developed this to say why this would be a disadvantage.
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Question 1 (b)(i)

The scatter graph was plotted accurately by most candidates. However, there were some
occasions when candidates didn't complete the graph. It is important that centres remind
candidates to read all the information set out in a question so that they don't miss out on
marks unnecessarily.
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Question 1 (b)(ii)

For this unfamiliar fieldwork question, candidates were asked to calculate the mean width of
the river using the data provided in the table. Most candidates were able to do this accurately
and show their working out to arrive at an answer to one decimal place. When candidates
didn't score the two marks, it was reported by examiners that this was often due to two key
reasons. The first one was related to candidates not showing their working out and only
providing the answer. The second one was related to candidates not showing their full
working out. It is important for this type of question that candidates do show their full
working out and don't indicate ‘how’ to work out a mean.

(i) Study Figure 1b in the Resource Booklet.
Calculate the mean width of the river.
Give your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

(2}
O-‘&O*r l. '50*4.-.0:,¢ 600 ‘l‘s-dﬂ S '}5'26. 3
263 1 f- G. 384
&G
Mean width ... GG m
/ ResultsPlus

\’//'ﬁ-‘: Examiner Comments

This response scored 2 marks.

The candidate has shown the correct working out for calculating the
mean and then written the answer to one decimal place.

s ResultsPlus
LD

Examiner Tip
When candidates are asked to show their working out, it is important
they show this in full with all the stages indicated in the space
provided.

7 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 03



Question 1 (b)(iii)

In this 2-mark 'identify' question, most candidates were able to select the two correct
statements about the river data in Figure 1b. When candidates didn't score full marks, it was
reported by examiners that candidates either only selected one statement or didn't select the
correct statements. It is important that candidates read the question in full and understand
that when asked to do one or two things, the words will be bold to indicate this.
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Question 1 (c)

In this extended 8-mark familiar fieldwork question, candidates were required to evaluate
the following statement about their own geographical investigation.

‘My fieldwork data supported the expected changes to river discharge downstream (width,
depth and velocity).’

While the mark scheme identifies the indicative content for this question, this is not an
exhaustive list and candidates were awarded marks for relevant understanding,
interpretation and skills which were not listed. Ultimately, when deciding on the final mark,
examiners used the level descriptors to allocate a 'best fit' level to the response and then
decided where, within the level, the response fell. The level descriptors are the same for all
‘evaluate’ questions, and across all the papers in both GCSE Geography specifications. It is,
therefore, important that centres and candidates become familiar with them and how they
are applied in the context of the paper and specific question that is being asked. In the case
of these questions, the assessment objectives (AOs) which were being examined were AO3 (4
marks) and AO4 (4 marks).

To demonstrate evidence for AO4, candidates needed to provide information relating to their
own fieldwork which examiners reported was often about the data collection methods used
to gather data on the width, depth or velocity. In a large proportion of responses seen that
included specific ‘fieldwork colour’, this included naming survey sites and the frequency of
data collection. It was reported by examiners that some of the best responses were
supported with actual data. Where candidates didn't always achieve the higher marks, this
tended to be related to making judgements about whether the fieldwork data gathered
supported the expected changes. Candidates would benefit from further support with this
part of the extended questions.
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(c) You have studied a river as part of your geographical investigation.
f:: [Evaluatglthe following statement about your fieldwork.

ool _
My fieldwork data supported the expected changes to river discharge downstream
{{\g_idth, depth and velocity).

(8)
Title of your geographical investigation
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Examiner Comments

This response scored Level 2 - 5 marks.

The candidate has provided two examples of the fieldwork data
collection methods they used to gather fiel[dwork data for their river
investigation. The candidate has described how they collected the data
and provided examples of specific frequency and sampling strategies
for AO4. There is some evidence of partial developed points for AO3,
but these need to be developed in greater depth to evaluate whether
the data collected supported their expected change to river discharge.
Alongside this, to provide evidence of Level 3 AO4, the candidate could
have included specific survey sites and data they had collected to
support their judgements.
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Question 2 (a)(i-ii)

In this unfamiliar fieldwork question, candidates were asked to describe one fieldwork
method that could have been used by the students to measure sediment size. In a large
proportion of the responses seen by examiners, candidates often talked about the fieldwork
equipment the students could use with most candidates mentioning a calliper or ruler to
measure the short and long axis of the sediment. For candidates to achieve the second mark,
they were required to say how the piece of equipment would be used to conduct the
method.

In this second part of the question, candidates were required to explain one disadvantage
associated with measuring sediment size. For candidates to achieve the full marks,
examiners were looking for a development for WHY it was a disadvantage. For a large
proportion of candidates, the WHAT was presented which tended to be related to difficulty in
measuring the unusual shape of sediments but not all candidates were able to offer WHY
this was a disadvantage. In some cases, candidates talked about the method being
inaccurate in isolation with no context. It is important in this type of 2-mark question that
candidates connect the idea of the students' accuracy being affected with something first.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

The scatter graph was plotted accurately by most candidates. However, there were some
occasions when candidates didn't complete the graph. It is important that centres remind
candidates to read all the information set out in a question so that they don't miss out on
marks unnecessarily.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

For this unfamiliar fieldwork question, candidates were asked to calculate the mean gradient
of the beach using the data provided in the table. Most candidates were able to do this
accurately and show their working out to arrive at an answer to one decimal place. When
candidates didn't score the two marks, it was reported by examiners that this was often due
to two key reasons. The first one was related to candidates not showing their working out
and only providing the answer. The second one was related to candidates not showing their
full working out. It is important for this type of question that candidates do show their full
working out and don't indicate ‘how’ to work out a mean.
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Question 2 (b)(iii)

In this 2-mark 'identify' question, most candidates were able to select the two correct
statements about the beach data in Figure 2b. When candidates didn’t score full marks, it
was reported by examiners that candidates either only selected one statement or didn't
select the correct statements. It is important that candidates read the question in full and
understand that when asked to do one or two things, the words will be bold to indicate this.
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Question 2 (c)

In this extended 8-mark familiar fieldwork question, candidates were required to evaluate
the following statement about their own geographical investigation.

‘My fieldwork data supported the expected changes to beach morphology (gradient and
width) and sediment size.”

While the mark scheme identifies the indicative content for this question, this is not an
exhaustive list and candidates were awarded marks for relevant understanding,
interpretation and skills which were not listed. Ultimately, when deciding on the final mark,
examiners used the level descriptors to allocate a 'best fit' level to the response and then
decided where, within the level, the response fell. The level descriptors are the same for all
‘evaluate’ questions, and across all the papers in both GCSE Geography specifications. It is,
therefore, important that centres and candidates become familiar with them and how they
are applied in the context of the paper and specific question that is being asked. In the case
of these questions, the assessment objectives (AOs) which were being examined were AO3 (4
marks) and AO4 (4 marks).

To demonstrate evidence for AO4, candidates needed to provide information relating to their
own fieldwork which examiners reported was often about the data collection methods used
to gather data on the width, depth or velocity. In a large proportion of responses seen that
included specific ‘fieldwork colour’, this included naming survey sites and the frequency of
data collection. It was reported by examiners that some of the best responses were
supported with actual data. Where candidates didn't always achieve the higher marks, this
tended to be related to making judgements about whether the fieldwork data gathered
supported the expected changes. Candidates would benefit from further support with this
part of the extended questions.
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Question 3 (a)

In this familiar 4-mark fieldwork question, candidates were asked to explain two methods
they had used in their urban investigation. Most candidates were able to identify two
appropriate methods which examiners reported were commonly environmental quality
surveys (EQS), questionnaires and pedestrian counts. What candidates didn't always show
evidence of was developing their initial point about the method to say WHY they used this
method. This question had a different command word to the previous unfamiliar 2-mark
‘describe’ question for questions 1(a)(i) and 2(a)(i). In some cases, candidates described HOW
they conducted their urban data collection method and not WHY they did it.
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| If you answer Question 3, put a cross in the box [,
3 )(a}l You have studied an urban area as part of your own fieldwork.

Explain two methods you used to collect your fieldwork data.
(4)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scored 4 marks.

The candidate has identified two data collection methods linked to an
urban study and developed both of them to say why these methods
were used.

AR
R \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
In this 'explain’ question, it is important that candidates develop their
initial points to give reasons why. In the context of this familiar
fieldwork question, it is the reason why the methods were used for
their fieldwork investigation.
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Question 3 (b)

In this ‘explain’ 2-mark question, candidates were asked to give an advantage of a technique
used to present their urban fiel[dwork data. Most candidates were able to choose one of their
data presentation techniques with a bar chart being one of the most popular seen by
examiners. Some candidates misread the question and talked about a data collection
method. It's important candidates take their time reading the question and understand the
differences between data collection methods, data presentation techniques and sampling
strategies.

(b) Explain one advantage of a technique used to present your fieldwork data.
(2}

Technique used

\/ / ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

This response scored 1 mark.

The candidate has identified an advantage of using a scatter graph. In
order to achieve the second mark, the candidate would need to say
why this is an advantage of using this data presentation technique.
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Question 3 (c)

In this 2-mark 'explain’ question, candidates were required to give a disadvantage of using a
sampling strategy with the most common strategy seen by examiners being random
sampling. As per previous series, candidates struggle to get to grips with sampling strategies
in terms of both knowing what they are and the advantages and disadvantages of using
them. This was evident in this series with many candidates failing to offer a suitable
disadvantage of using a chosen sampling strategy. Some candidates, as in Question 3(b),
misread the question and answered about their data collection method. Candidates would
benefit from a greater understanding of sampling strategies with this appearing to be a
repeated knowledge gap.

GCSE Geography A 1TGAO 03 20



Question 3 (d)

This familiar 2-mark fieldwork question required candidates to explain one of their
secondary data sources and say why it helped to support their investigation. Most candidates
were able to recall their secondary data source with common responses such as Census
data. However, not all candidates were successful in saying why the secondary data
supported their investigation which limited them for the second mark. When candidates did
develop their point about the type of secondary data, there was a degree of variability in how
candidates approached this. Some candidates made generic comments about it providing
them with additional information to support their primary data collection. The best
responses provided a developed point that directly linked to their fiel[dwork intentions and
why the secondary data source supported their investigation.

21 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 03



Question 3 (e)

In this second of the 8-mark unfamiliar extended fieldwork question, candidates were asked
to evaluate the following statement.

‘The students’ method shown in Figure 3 to collect data was accurate and reliable.”

This question was well attempted and most of the responses seen by examiners had a good
range of discussion relating to the data collection method presented in Figure 3. The best
responses identified the strengths of the 5-minute sample and the simple classification
system to make the investigation feasible and achievable. In some cases, some candidates
noted the approximate nature of the 500m intervals and the potential missed
information/characteristics between sites. The use of the evidence from Figure 3 and
supporting judgements enabled candidates to reach the higher marks in Level 2 and into
Level 3.

Similarly to previous series, many candidates structured their response with two clear
paragraphs weighing up the accuracy and reliability of the data collection method and then
bringing this altogether with a conclusion at the end.
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(e) Study Figure 3 in the Resource Booklet.

A group of students were investigating the quality of the environment in an
urban area.

Evaluate the following statement. /

[‘Ihe students’ method shown in Figure 3 to collect data was accurate and reliable. J
—_—
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Examiner Comments

This response scored Level 3 - 8 marks.

The candidate has a balance of AO3 and AO4 to consider the accuracy
and reliability of the students' method in Figure 3. The candidate
extracts specific evidence from the Figure for AO4 throughout the
response and uses this to support the judgements made. The
candidate builds on each of their points and considers how the
approach used by the students might have affected the investigation
to demonstrate good evidence for AO3. The candidate brings together
their findings with an overall conclusion at the end.
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Question 4 (a)

In this familiar 4-mark fieldwork question, candidates were asked to explain two methods
they had used in their rural investigation. Most candidates were able to identify two
appropriate methods which examiners reported were commonly environmental quality
surveys (EQS), questionnaires and pedestrian counts. What candidates didn't always show
evidence of was developing their initial point about the method to say WHY they used this
method. This question had a different command word to the previous unfamiliar 2-mark
‘describe’ question for Questions 1(a)(i) and 2(a)(i). In some cases, candidates described HOW
they conducted their rural data collection method and not WHY they did it.
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Question 4 (b)

In this ‘explain’ for 2-marks question, candidates were asked to give an advantage of a
technique used to present their fieldwork data. Most candidates were able to choose one of
their data presentation techniques with a bar chart being one of the most popular seen by
examiners. Some candidates misread the question and talked about a data collection
method. It's important candidates take their time reading the question and understand the
differences between data collection methods, data presentation techniques and sampling
strategies.
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Question 4 (c)

In this 2-mark explain question, candidates were required to give a disadvantage of using a
sampling strategy with the most common strategy seen by examiners being random
sampling. As per previous series, candidates struggle to get to grips with sampling strategies
in terms of both knowing what they are and the advantages and disadvantages of using
them. This was evident in this series with many candidates failing to offer a suitable
disadvantage of using a chosen sampling strategy. Some candidates, like in Question 3(b),
misread the question and answered about their data collection method. Candidates would
benefit from a greater understanding of sampling strategies with this appearing to be a
repeated knowledge gap.
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Question 4 (d)

This familiar 2-mark fieldwork question required candidates to explain one of their
secondary data sources and say why it helped to support their investigation. Most candidates
were able to recall their secondary data source with common responses such as Census
data. However, not all candidates were successful in saying why the secondary data
supported their investigation which limited them for the second mark. When candidates did
develop their point about the type of secondary data, there was a degree of variability in how
candidates approached this. Some candidates made generic comments about it providing
them with additional information to support their primary data collection. The best
responses provided a developed point that directly linked to their fieldwork intentions and
why the secondary data source supported their investigation.
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Question 4 (e)

In this second of the 8-mark extended question for this exam paper, candidates were asked
to evaluate the following statement.

‘The students’ method shown in Figure 4 to collect data was accurate and reliable.”

This question was well attempted and most of the responses seen by examiners had a good
range of discussion relating to the data collection method presented in Figure 4. The best
responses identified the strengths of the 5-minute sample and the scaled questions to make
the investigation feasible and achievable. In some cases, some candidates noted the
approximate nature of the 100m intervals / cold, wet Tuesday in November and the potential
missed information/characteristics between sites. The use of the evidence from Figure 4 and
supporting judgements enabled candidates to reach the higher marks in Level 2 and into
Level 3.

Similarly to previous series, many candidates structured their response with two clear
paragraphs weighing up the accuracy and reliability of the data collection method and then
bringing this altogether with a conclusion at the end.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

For this 2-mark ‘describe’ question, candidates were asked to indicate the pattern of the
predicated increase in flood risk in Scotland. The best responses demonstrated candidates
were able to spot that East Scotland had the highest flood risk and West Scotland had the
lowest flood risk which was supported by extraction of the percentages. In some cases,
examiners reported that candidates didn't read the question correctly, which resulted in
responses relating to the whole of the UK rather than just focusing on Scotland.
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Question 5 (a)(iii)

In this 2-mark ‘state’ question, candidates were asked to give two possible reasons why flood
risk is expected to increase in the UK by 2080. Many candidates answered this question
successfully with popular reasons including global warming, deforestation, and rising sea
levels.
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Question 5 (b)

For this 3-mark ‘explain’ question, candidates were asked to give one impact of flooding on
people in the UK illustrated in Figure 5b. Most candidates could successfully extract one
impact of flooding indicated in Figure 5b to achieve the first mark. The two most common
impacts candidates used was the flooding of properties and the mental health impacts. This
was then supported by a reason why this would impact on people with common responses
relating to people being forced to relocate or businesses requiring time to repair. In this
series, a larger proportion of candidates were able to provide a further developed point to
say why this would impact people.

Study Figure 5b in the Resource Booklet.

(b) Explain one impact of flooding on people in the UK.
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N / ResultsPlus
< Examiner Comments

This response scored 3 marks.

The candidate has provided one impact of flooding illustrated in Figure
5b and then double developed this to say why this is an impact on
flooding.

7\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

When candidates are asked to explain one impact as in this question, it
is important they develop their point with a chained explanation. This
can be achieved with phrases such as 'this means that... / which then

leads to...".
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Question 5 (c)

Overall, this 4-mark ‘explain’ question was answered well by candidates, with many able to
provide two approaches to managing flood risk and build on each approach to say why they
would be suitable for reducing flood risk. The most common responses seen by examiners
included river and coastal engineering approaches such as sea walls and raised
embankments.

(c) Explain two approaches to managing flood risk in the UK.
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Examiner Comments
This response scored 4 marks.

The candidate has identified two approaches to managing flooding
and developed both of these points to say why they would help reduce
the risk of flooding.
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Question 5 (d)

In this 12-mark extended writing question, candidates were asked to discuss the following
view.

‘With the increasing possibility of flooding in the UK, the costs of managing the risks
successfully are likely to outweigh the benefits.’

For this series, there was an improvement in the responses seen by examiners in comparison
to previous series. Examiners reported that most candidates were able to extract information
from the Figure(s) to demonstrate evidence for AO4 and use this to decide if managing the
risks successfully was likely to outweigh the benefits. It was felt that candidates' use of the
resources for this series was particularly successful, and candidates seemed to ‘get to grips’
with the data presented to them and integrate the evidence into their responses to support
their points with a greater degree of accuracy.

Examiners noted that some candidates were lacking AO2 content to their answers and
therefore demonstrated a lack of wider understanding of the course which affected their
ability to achieve the higher marks at the top end of L2 and into L3. When candidates did this
successfully the responses would typically link to climate change, hydrology, the fluvial
system, as well as impacts on the economy, doing so with excellent reference to key
terminology.

This question also had 4 marks allocated for the assessment of spelling, punctuation,
grammar and use of specialist terminology. Most candidates achieved either 2 or 3 marks.

Candidates were not awarded any of these marks if they did not answer the question or if
their response did not achieve any marks for the main content being assessed. The use of
paragraphs was one element which contributed to this mark and should be encouraged as it
helps to structure candidates' responses.
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(d) Use the information from the Resource Booklet (Figures 5a to 5e) as well as
knowledge and understanding from the rest of your geography course.

‘With the increasing possibility of flooding in the UK, the costs of managing the risks
successfully are likely to outweigh the benefits!

Discuss this view.
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(Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)

(Total for Question 5 = 28 marks)

N

Y { ResultsPlus
b/‘----. Examiner Comments

This response scored Level 3 - 12 marks and 4 marks for SPAG.

The candidate has provided a balanced response which considers both
sides of the view. The candidate explores the view through effective
use of the resources throughout the response for AO4 to support the
judgements made. The judgements demonstrate understanding of the
topic which is further supported by evidence of the candidate's wider
geographical knowledge from other areas of the course. This provides
strong evidence for both AO2 and AO3. The candidate brings together
their ideas relating to the view with a substantiated conclusion.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

e [tisimportant that candidates use knowledge and understanding from conducting their
own fieldwork investigations to answer the familiar fieldwork questions through providing
evidence from their investigation. Candidates could do this through mentioning specific
survey sites they visited, the frequency of the data collection methods, and fieldwork data
(if relevant).

¢ In the 2-mark familiar and unfamiliar ‘explain’ fieldwork questions, candidates should
consider the WHAT and WHY. For example, if candidates are asked to explain one of their
fieldwork data collection methods, they should say what the method was and why they
used that method for their investigation.

e Ensure that candidates have a clear understanding of sampling strategies. The
specification outlines the three strategies that candidates should understand: random,
systematic and stratified. Candidates should understand why they have used a specific
sampling strategies and what the associated advantages and limitations are of each
strategy.

e Provide candidates with opportunities to practise unfamiliar fieldwork questions by using
specimen and previous summer exams so that they become familiar with the different
stages of the fieldwork enquiry process.

GCSE Geography A 1TGAO 03 38



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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