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Introduction

This Examiner’s Report covers responses from Paper 2 GCSE Geography A in 2025, with exemplar
responses from actual scripts used to exemplify good practices and demonstrate how the Mark
Scheme was applied.

The structure of the Question Paper remained the same as in 2024 and is outlined below; please
note that this Question Paper is based upon Issue 4 of the specification, which can be
downloaded from the Pearson website:

In Section A (Changing Cities), candidates are required to answer all questions.
In Section B (Global Development), candidates are required to answer all questions.

In Section C (resource Management), candidates are required to answer all questions in Question
3 (the ‘overview’ section of this component) and then either Question 4 (Energy Resource
Management) or Question 5 (Water Resource Management).

The paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks, up to 4 marks are available for
SPAG in Section B (a change that took place for the 2024 paper and will continue to be applied for
all future series). The question types in the paper include a range of multiple-choice questions,
low-tariff short open-response questions, calculation and higher-tariff extended open-response
questions. The command words used in the Question Paper are defined in the specification. Each
question is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives (AOs), and this information is
included in the Mark Scheme.

Two changes from the 2024 series to improve the accessibility of the Question paper for
candidates and to achieve greater consistency across different subjects were:

+ More explicit instructions to candidates where evidence from resource material is required.
« For 2-mark ‘calculate’ questions, 2-marks are immediately awarded if the correct answer has

been given by the candidate, regardless of the working out shown.

| hope that you find this document useful and that it helps you to reflect upon the performance
of your candidates that sat this paper, and to improve the performance of your candidates in
future examinations.
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Question 1(b)i

Overall, most candidates answered this question well and in an accurate manner. Candidates
were usually able to identify the correct height for the bar and locate it accurately on the graph.
The most common error was locating the bar in the wrong place on the graph. Other errors
included inaccuracy drawing the bar or misinterpreting the scale for the height of the bar. To
further improve their answer, it is recommended extra attention is paid to the accuracy of the bar
to ensure that it depicts the correct height.
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(b) Study Figure 1a below.
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(i) Complete Figure 1a by plotting the data in the table below.

(1)

Area

Year

Percentage (%)

Africa

1950

6

GCSE Geography A 1GAO 02



.'\ o
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

1 mark for accurately plotting the data onto Figure 1a.
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Question 1(b)iv

Most candidates were able to identify the overall trend between Asia and America (North and
South), correctly noting that Asia experienced an increase while America saw a decrease, and
many supported their observations with relevant data. However, a common issue was that
candidates often only made a single comparative comment, which limited their ability to access
the full three marks available. Some candidates focused on comparing specific years rather than
the trends. This suggests that many students may not fully understand what is meant by the term
“trend” or how to compare it effectively. Additionally, a small number of candidates referred to
the wrong continents, indicating a misreading of the question or graph. Another frequent error
was the inclusion of explanations for the trends, despite the question not asking for reasons. To
improve, candidates should ensure they understand how to compare trends using appropriate
data, avoid unnecessary explanations, and read questions carefully to ensure they are referring
to the correct regions.

(iv) Compare the trend for Asia with the trend for America (North and South).

You must use data from Figure 1a in your answer.
(3)
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y { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks: Increase in Asia but decrease in America (1) Use of
accurate supporting data (1) Comparison of predicted change between 2015 and 2050 (1)
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Question 1(c)i

There were a range of successful answers to this question, the most common featured pull
factors relating to better job opportunities and education. Correct answers varied in length but
mostly gave relevant answers; a few candidates gave push factors as reasons for migration. The
most successful candidates answered this question concisely with comparative language like
‘more’, ‘less’ or ‘better’. These words enabled them to quickly give reasons for migration to cities
in developing/emerging countries. These candidates understood what was required of the
command word ‘state’. The most common errors were candidates stating factors like ‘jobs’
without a comparative like ‘more job opportunities’ or ‘better jobs'. Some candidates were vague
with their reasons like ‘housing’ - with few citing reasons that would not be true of an urban area,
like lower crime rates. Some candidates misread the question as reasons for migration to
developing / emerging countries (and not cities within them) and therefore lost marks here. Few
candidates gave clear reasons for migration to rural areas, which were uncreditable. Some
candidates answered the question correctly but answered in 2 or more sentences. The command
word ‘state’ does not require this level of detail and as such some candidates used valuable time
giving reasons for their answer where reasons were not needed.

The population of cities in developing/emerging countries is growing due to natural
increase and migration.

(c) (i) State two reasons for migration to cities in developing/emerging countries.

\? / ResultsPlus

L Examiner Comments

No credit for this response as the answer is too vague; reference to 'better' or 'more' is
needed for a mark.
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The population of cities in developing/emerging countries is growing due to natural
increase and migration.

(c) (i) State two reasons for migration to cities in developing/emerging countries.

...... 1.Cistes. OMar. betse-.. m@@....u

2 GibiGs. hm@ beﬁsar educabion...

(2)

AN
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks for two legitimate reasons for migration to cities in
developing/emerging countries.
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Question 1(c)ii

Overall, candidates generally responded well to this question, with the majority correctly
identifying and explaining two reasons for high natural population increase in cities in developing
or emerging countries. Stronger responses clearly linked their points to natural increase, typically
citing high birth rates due to limited access to contraception, lower levels of
education—particularly for women—and improvements in healthcare reducing death rates.
These answers were often well-developed, with candidates expanding on their points and
showing good understanding. A common error among weaker candidates was focusing on rural-
to-urban migration rather than natural increase, showing confusion between different population
growth processes. To improve, candidates should ensure they carefully read the question and
tailor their answers specifically to natural increase, clearly distinguishing it from migration-related
population growth.

(i) Explain two reasons why the rate of natural population increase is high in
many cities in developing/emerging countries.

AN
\( { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks: In the first section: High birth rate (1) with reason -
many migrants of child-bearing age (1). In the second section: Idea of falling death rate (1)
with reason - better healthcare (1).
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Question 1(d)

Overall, this question was handled very well by most candidates, with most achieving full marks
simply by accurately describing the relationship shown in the figure—that fewer cars on the road
lead to lower emissions. A small minority, however, struggled when they attempted to
paraphrase rather than directly state how the strategies worked, suggesting that the task may
have been too straightforward to fully stretch everyone's understanding. Typical responses
focused on the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ), explaining that drivers must pay a fee to enter
the city centre, and on car-sharing schemes, highlighting how sharing vehicles reduces the total
number of cars in use. Candidates almost universally linked these measures to sustainability and
climate-change mitigation, demonstrating a solid grasp of the environmental context. Where
errors did occur, they most often involved vague wording or unnecessary paraphrasing, which led
some students to lose marks by failing to specify exactly how each strategy operates. A few
responses also concentrated solely on emission reduction without clearly explaining the
underlying mechanism—for example, describing "less pollution" without noting that drivers are
discouraged from driving or that passengers combine journeys. To improve, candidates should
aim to be precise in their descriptions, Going beyond simple recall by adding a brief
evaluation—perhaps noting the cost, social impacts, or potential limitations—will demonstrate
deeper understanding.

(d) Study Figure 1b in the Resource Booklet,
Suggest one way transport strategies can make urban living more sustainable,

You must use evidence from Figure 1b in your answer.
(3)
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This response was awarded 3 marks: identification of a scheme shown on the resource (1) +
less cars on the road (1) + means less CO2 emissions (1) = 3 marks.
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Question 1(e)iii

Correct answers tended to focus on the accessibility of the sites due to flat land or the proximity
to main roads such as the dual carriageway. Many candidates used 4 or 6 figure grid references
correctly to confirm the map feature they had identified. Typical answers that were correct
identified a primary road (also referred to as a main road, motorway or named directly from the
map) this was then developed with wider accessibility to the larger Birmingham area or being
able to commute for work. Other points identified were the hospital though not linked with
employment but increase life expectancy or quality of life. The most common error was
candidates referring to the excluded elements of schools and train stations. A lot of well-
developed answers focused on these areas. Some candidates confused the primary route/dual
carriageway with a motorway showing a lack of understanding around OS map symbols or
forgetting to check the key on page 5. Some candidates referred to places of worship but then
could suitably develop this point for the second mark. As the common reason for not scoring any
marks was the candidate reference to the school and railways station - the main advice is to read
the question carefully so as not to miss the instruction. The other piece of advice would be to
make sure what you are referring to is visible on the map provided.

(iii) The housing development will be close to schools and railway stations.
Suggest one other reason why this is a good location for the development.

You must use evidence from Figure 1¢ in your answer.

(2)

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'--'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks: Close to the A441 (1) + which provides transport links
to the rest of Birmingham (1) = 2 marks.
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(i) The housing development will be close to schools and railway stations.
Suggest one other reason why this is a good location for the development.

You must use evidence from Figure 1c in your answer.

e Fe noousing. i Close koo
h@.&P\‘la&h ................

N
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark for the identification of a reason (near a hospital), but
this has not been expanded upon for the second mark.

14
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Question 1(f)i

Generally, quite a well answered question where most candidates were able to obtain full marks
(2). Those good answers contained reference to the site of the city in relation to its salient
physical features. For instance, where candidates used Mexico City as their named example, their
answers frequently contained reference to Lake Texcoco, the high plateau (2,240m) or the city
being surrounded by mountains. Indeed, characteristic of answers where candidates had
thoroughly learnt their case study of a city in a developing / emerging country, were such specific
locational details. For example, those offering Mumbai contained such details as along the coast
of the Arabian Sea or being in the Maharashtra region of western India. For Sao Paulo, one saw
reference to the plateau of the Brazilian Highlands or 70kms from the Atlantic Ocean. Other
correct responses were in relation to where the named city was within the continental area or it's
country e.g. Mumbai - in Asia, on the West Coast of India. The most common case study locations
seen included Mumbai, Lagos, Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City, Sao Paulo, Dar-es-Salaam. In terms of
popularity the clear leaders were Mexico City, Sao Paulo, Mumbai, Rio de Janeiro. Lagos, Dar-es-
Salaam. There was clearly some confusion on the part of some candidates about the actual
requirements of the question. Instead of offering salient “site” or “situational” facts, they would
cite human facts about their named city e.g. contains slum areas with reference to Mumbai or
alternatively write down examples of “pull” factors that were responsible for the rapid growth of
the city. For some candidates who provided a suitably named city, they would then spoil this by
providing some clearly inaccurate / unacceptable specific locational detail e.g. Mexico City is in
central Mexico.

(f) You have studied a major city in a developing/emerging country that has
experienced rapid growth.

(i) State two facts about the location of this city.
(2)

Named city

,

p / ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks as two correct facts have been stated about the
location of Mexico City.
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Question 1(f)ii

While some candidates appeared daunted by the 8 marks and left this question blank, scoring
zero, many had a good go at describing the main features of a rapidly growing urban area. Most
were able to identify the clear two sides to a city, in vague descriptions, the strengths and
weaknesses. Some were able to develop this into threats and opportunities, showing clear
understanding of the urban issues. A few showed real flair with up-to-date place specific
knowledge and were able to truly evaluate the duality of the developing and emerging city they
had chosen. Mumbai, Mexico City, Lagos, Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro featured in many answers
with many candidates aware of the key urban issues such as housing (favelas/slums) and the
informal economy. Better answers were able to evaluate and weigh up the pros and cons of a
youthful and eager population, along with growing businesses and local economy, mixed with
increased crime and changing urban landscapes. Exemplar answers structured their argument
referring to the social, economic, environmental and political and made sure they evaluated
throughout, coming to a well-considered conclusion at the end, which touched on the future and
urban areas going forward. Some candidates ignored the instruction for a developing/emerging
city and wrote about Birmingham/London/Bristol, etc. in which case no marks were awarded.
Many candidates were able to list all the problems in the urban area but not explain or evaluate
the pros and cons of a rapidly growing city. Where problems and benefits were both considered
they were often not supported with place specific examples, or no conclusion was evident - so
the question was left unanswered - were there more problems than benefits? Showing
knowledge and place specific details to support their main points about the make-shift housing,
informal economy or changing pressure on services, made for a higher-level answer. Writing in
clear paragraphs which each addressed an urban issue, while also evaluated the threats and
opportunities presented, made for a much more high-level discussion. Ensuring a conclusion that
linked back the question, ensured students have not just description but had truly evaluated the
urban issues.
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(i) Evaluate the view that the rapid growth of this city has created more
problems than benefits.
(8)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 6 marks. The candidate has included several benefits and
problems of rapid urban growth for the named city, with some place-specific detail; there is
also a conclusion which provides some evaluative comments about the overall impact.
Expect explanations that have been developed further to demonstrate a greater
understanding of the impacts of urban growth for Level 3.
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(i) Evaluate the view that the rapid growth of this city has created more
problems than benefits.

R@?}i 6(‘ [P0 ) AN,
( ooet e d’ OH@“E:

T il ok fepfﬁe O &R _poPc
AW, (O Bans.. XL Give thoo Sorenree
...................... [

Mooce. Ropt gam«" el e
_help danlogmk /el -

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has provided a basic explanation for
two problems caused by rapid growth, but there are no place-specific details or
consideration of the benefits of this process.

20
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(iiy Evaluate the view that the rapid growth of this city has created ,
problems than . HSCONES L
(8)
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This response was awarded full (8) marks as it provides a well-developed, balanced
discussion about the problems and benefits of rapid growth; the case study material about

Mumbai is not extensive, but is sufficient, and a conclusion that is supported by evidence
has been provided.

22
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Question 2(b)

Very few candidates answered this correctly; they did not know what the ‘index’ was although
some candidates did have a go at answering the question, lots left it blank. Those who scored
marks on this question mainly got 1 mark for identifying ‘corruption perception index’ or ‘CPI' but
then failed to write a credit worthy development. Those candidates that got 2 marks were able to
identify ‘corruption perception index’ or ‘CPI"’ and then went on to say that it scored on a scale of 0
- 100 and described the different levels.

(b) Describe one index used to measure political corruption.
(2)

........ cowgdn  goxuoton Mde ek a4 0-100 Seale, with
\Oomgm’&a*aﬂ

N
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks: A correct index to measure political corruption has
been identified (1) + some further description about this index (1) = 2marks.
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Question 2(c)ii

On Q2cii, most candidates who correctly identified physical factors went on to explain their
impact on GDP well enough to earn full marks. The most common factor correctly linked to a lack
of development was Uganda being landlocked, and the subsequent limits on trade. Candidates
who chose climatic factors generally answered well, although some failed to clearly make the link
between climate and crop yield/exports/farmers’ incomes therefore missing out on the extra
mark. The most common error was candidates missing/misunderstanding the focus on physical
factors, instead choosing human factors to explain such as demographic or political factors. Also,
despite the answer space being split into two sections, some candidates gave a very detailed
explanation of one factor which was unable to earn more than 2 marks.

(i) Suggest two ways that physical factors might have contributed towards

Uganda’s GDP per capita shown in Figure 2a.
(4)

T2 PR %, ASROIRA S, AROSDL IR A000. OFNOMA. O SOSN00. O ......

COOASD.L L OSNOMNTD. %memwgmmmwwem,

AN
y { ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks. In the first section, there is a developed point about a
lack of rainfall (1) which would have a negative impact on farming (1). In the second section,
it suggests that Uganda is landlocked (1) which would limit trade (1).
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(i) Suggest two ways that physical factors might have contributed towards
Uganda'’s GDP per capita shown in Figure 2a.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. There is a developed point (1+1) in the first section
about Uganda possibly being landlocked. In the second section, there is a plausible suggest
about natural hazards (1) but this idea has not been developed further for a second mark.
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Question 2(d)ii

Overall - responses were very good. And seemed to be an improvement on previous years with
the maths type questions. The majority of candidates scored full marks on this question, and the
move to allowing full marks for correct answers without showing working would have helped in
this regard. Most common errors involved candidates:

+ Forgetting to multiply by 100 so ending up with the decimal in the wrong place

* Putting numbers the wrong way around ie 17m / 150000 x 100. So had some understanding
of the correct formula, but misapplying it.

+ Using power functions and then inserting the wrong number of zeros into their final answer.

(i) Cambodia has a population of 17 million people.

Calculate the percentage of Cambodia’s population that have been provided
with clean water by this project since 2006.

Write your answer to two decimal places.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)

190,099

I7}000203u

2.6y

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks as the candidate has written the correct answer
(despite the working out being incomplete).
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(il Cambodia has a population of 17 million people.

Calculate the percentage of Cambodia’s population that have been provided
with clean water by this project since 2006.

Write your answer to two decimal places.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)
156,000

Xloo = 0.09 Y,

17,000, 200

AN
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark: the answer is incorrect, but the working out is sufficient
for one mark.
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Question 2(d)iii

Most candidates were able to identify the improved access to clean water and the connection
between this and health. Many candidates referred to waterborne diseases and life expectancy.
Candidates are reminded to use connectives, for example by using a simple PEEL/PEDAL type
structure to make sure that ONE point is fully expanded upon. Not many responses focused on
hygiene and education - almost all were about the cleanliness of the drinking water.

(i) Suggest one way this project has improved quality of life.

(3)
LAass. provices. dean.  wokts 4. ML DuoaL . ORANOG... QAN %ur\:.
Ag Ok need Y0 ol £0.0. 000040 L. can waker. 3o can. ot amg.....

.'\_ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response awarded 3 marks: Provides clean water (1) + young girls don't have to walk
miles to fetch water (1) + which means they can get an education / better job (1) =

(iiiy Suggest one way this project has improved quality of life.
(3)
LGloes peode actas o ceon ) Safe drfben
ARAXCC AN SESONYS A lene  deSeasex...

N s%xe— Qs Haet} e A Obled

.'\_ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
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This response was also awarded 3 marks: Access to safe, clean drinking water (1) + less
diseases being spread (1) + life expectancy will go up (1) = 3 marks.

30
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Question 2(d)iv

This question was generally answered well with most candidates achieving the mark. The most
common correct answer was identifying that it was a small-scale project and only benefitted a
small percentage of the population of Cambodia. Some responses cited "water might run out"
which was not related to the question. Some candidates had the right idea to achieve a mark but
failed to write the answer correctly for example "funds" was sometimes written "instead of "no
funding to repair filters". Candidates need to think in terms of writing a full sentence rather than
stating words related to a correct response.

(iv) State one possible limitation of the project shown in Figure 2b.

1

N
ﬂﬁesnﬁsﬂlﬁ

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark for the correct idea that the scheme only impacts a
relatively small proportion of Cambodia’s total population.
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Question 2(e)

Most candidates demonstrated a sound understanding that transnational corporations (TNCs)
can contribute to development by creating jobs, and many were able to explain how this leads to
improvements in development indicators. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) was also a popular
point raised, but students often struggled to develop this idea fully, for example, by explaining
how FDI might involve building factories or infrastructure. As a result, many responses did not
reach the top marks. A common issue was the failure to provide a second valid way in which
TNCs can raise development, or the inclusion of inaccurate points. Many students appeared to
misunderstand the nature of TNCs, describing them as charitable organisations that donate
money, build schools, or construct hospitals, rather than as profit-driven businesses investing for
financial return. While some candidates correctly noted that TNCs may invest in education and
training for their workforce, this was often misrepresented as simply “building schools” without
linking it to the company’s operations or interests. Going forward, students need a clearer
understanding that TNCs are not charities, and that their contributions to development are
typically tied to their business activities and investments.

(e) Explain two ways transnational corporations (TNCs) can raise the level of
T —————
@ development in a country.

(4)

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks: There is a developed point in the first section about
generating employment opportunities, and a developed point in the second section about
the knock-on effect of improvements to infrastructure.

32 GCSE Geography A 1GAO 02



Question 2(f)ii

The amended approach to marking this type of question allowed a good proportion of candidates
to score the full marks available for giving the correct answer of 10. Those that dropped marks
either failed to answer as a whole number as requested and instead gave answers to 1 or 2dp.
Some weaker candidates failed to achieve any marks as they either forgot to do the initial
subtraction (to give 6.7) or divided this by 70.8 instead of 64.1.

(i) Calculate the percentage increase in Egypt’s life expectancy between 1990
and 2023.
Write your answer to the nearest whole number.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)

i = 708

763 b7 _seorloh
el Gle. o

N
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks as the candidate has given the correct answer of '10".
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Question 2(g)

The highest-scoring responses for 2g had a strong ‘evaluative’ thrust, as they focused on the
‘importance’ aspect of the question, and would then explore at least three factors or reasons,
offering mini conclusions and an overall judgement. Many secure responses reverted to case
study reproduction, with good detail but lacking the evaluation requested by the question.
Weaker responses were typically vague and general in their comments, or strongly one sided,
focusing on the core and not periphery. There were plenty examples of well learned and applied
case studies, India - Maharashtra (Mumbai) vs Bihar being the most common, the best of which
built the role of physical factors to set up the foundation for different rates of progression,
building in historical and recent economic and globalisation factors to establish different rates of
progress. This led to application of concepts of ‘multiplier effect’ to reinforce the economic and
social differences. These attained the AO3 grades as well as those who brought their answers to a
well-reasoned concluding paragraph which drew together the primary factors to explain the
core/periphery differences, with a statement regarding the ‘most important'.

To improve answers, candidates needed to provide more place specific information, particularly
of peripheral regions; they must also ensure that they meet the command word by providing a
judgement about which factor(s) has been most important in their chosen country.

34 GCSE Geography A 1TGA0 02



In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.

(9) You have studied the uneven development wrthlni named developing/emerging | |

country.
Assess th€ importance of the different reasons that have led to the growth of a RN
‘core'yegion and less developed regions on the ‘periphery” & 5
| TRRRYEROTE: (8)
R s
VRGBS

Named developing/emerging country
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks, plus a further 3 marks for SPAG. The candidate has
provided some generic details about why ‘core' and 'peripheral' regions emerge, but without
place-specific detail. The partial explanation helps to lift this response into Level 2, but one
would expect this to be supported with more explicit case study material for a higher mark.
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(g) You have studied the uneven development within a named developing/emerging
country.

Assess the importance of the different reasons that have led to the growth of a

‘core’region and less developed regions on the ‘periphery’
(8)

Named developing/emerging country

\ﬂ(kicg

< \edig

Y

Gﬂd- Q&&nmd‘m .

nﬁm 2 R Wﬁ(ﬂk X%\W}; 'mwb&rnm&%m-——,

Sorm. of o o’ reagom i Yk Srclcls. Clabirrolearran

Lo i 0w Y. . “’\J_« SEa. T O-UJ?‘-*- e Vo
\TQ\-D(& NI L0

(o donger. ondl ma-\' Wm&\« \«75 ..... ;,\ngz. ..... enelconeunay

e Wak Y veonAd be mom %MC\’DWQ&WW‘L—

‘ymcpﬂlsg,qs«—h e Nodba gl
\malnsumm"@hw bhone. ¥ha ‘T’f\l‘m\o.yﬂwk,\pq oS .

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02

37



W.anadd. <orveel. doseloprmsed iy hes oczon. A\Ne
lisguvee oloresir coatin \ndisn 0n M Rotiser o e Yon gecters
\@c‘x)\\\um\mmte%w g o %d)rf*smccb-wh\vww\rm\f

st lead Yo o clearence ng-wryg&l%mc&wm&&a
Mhpaakm\ ‘t'alﬂﬁQMa

(Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)
(Total for Question 2 = 34 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 34 MARKS
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Examiner Comments
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This response was awarded full (8+4) marks. The candidate has explained a range of
economic and historical factors that have led to the development of specific ‘core' and
'peripheral' areas within India. There is good use of local colour to enhance descriptions,
and each point has some degree of explanation as to the impact it has on creating uneven
development within India.

(g) You have studied the uneven development within a named developing/emerging
country.

Assess.the importance of the different reasons that have led to the growth of a
‘core’ region and less developed regions on the ‘periphery’.
A Qspona.- (8)

Named developing/emerging country
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 6 (and 4 marks for SPAG) marks, just getting to the top of Level
2. It is clearly rooted in India, with some good supporting details about different regions.
There is a limited range of ideas presented by the candidate, but these have been clearly
and coherently explained and are appropriate in answering the questions.
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Question 3(a)iii

Similarly to 2dii and 2fii - the updated approach allowed most candidates to score the full marks
available by answering with 25%. Many candidates here would have lost marks in previous years
due to incomplete workings (ie not showing the *100). The most common errors were either 4/12
*100 = 33.3% or starting the calculation with 12/3 rather than 3/12.

(iti) Calculate the percentage of the 12 countries labelled on Figure 3 that have a
meat consumption of 76-85kg per capita.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)

N
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 2 marks for a correct answer (it doesn't matter if the working is
incomplete if the final answer is correct).
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Question 3(a)iv

Overall, this question was not answered particularly well by candidates. Many scored 1 mark, but
struggled to extend to the second mark. Candidates struggled to identify the correct issues with a
map such as this and were further not able to explain any problem they identified. Typically,
candidates identified that not all countries in Europe were represented by the map. Those that
managed to score two marks by making this initial point, scored the second mark by correctly
explaining that this meant that making a comparison was therefore not possible. The common
errors that were seen were repeating the initial point made in a slightly different wording so as
not to extend the point.

(iv) Describe one limitation of just using Figure 3 to investigate European meat
consumption.
(2)
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/'--‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has said that Figure 3 does not include
all the countries in Europe (1) + so it is hard to compare across the whole of Europe (1) = 2
marks.
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Question 3(c)

A reasonably well answered question with most candidates able to achieve 1-2 marks. Most
candidates were able to offer some form of “cause”, even if they were unable to provide any
further explanation. It was clear from the team feedback, that the most popular causes put
forward by the candidates related to deforestation, over-grazing, heavy rainfall, drought and to a
lesser extent acid rain and mining. Occasionally we also saw ideas related to leaching, trampling
(tourist), flooding, fracking and building / house construction.

The most successful answers achieving full marks (3) were to do with deforestation. These would
contain explanatory points referring to the absence of tree roots not binding the soil together
leading to the soil being more “easily washed away”. Another popular line of explanation with
regards to deforestation would see the candidate talk about the increased exposure and / or
diminished interception leading to the soil becoming more susceptible / vulnerable to increasing
erosion by wind or rain. Disappointingly one didn't often see a candidate using the term “surface
run-off”. Those candidates citing overgrazing as their selected cause of soil erosion mainly scored
2 marks and explained how overgrazing left the soil more exposed then failed to add another
further explanatory point as to how this would lead to more erosion.

Very few responses referred to hedgerow removal, or the idea of deforestation linked to the
increased demand for meat production (beef) either for export or increased demand within the
country due to a rising level of affluence. Again 2 marks were quite often achieved by candidates
tackling the idea of drought as a cause of soil erosion. Here they would talk about the reduced
vegetation cover during long dry periods leaving the soil more exposed and vulnerable to wind
erosion or have some idea that the soil could crack / become crumblier and again be more
susceptible to wind erosion.

In terms of errors, some candidates focused on what soil erosion can cause eg soil to become
infertile. Indeed, one saw some quite detailed explanation about soil fertility rather than soil
erosion. Quite often these candidates would talk about the fertility of the soil being affected
rather than the removal of soluble minerals and nutrients which would weaken the soil structure
and make it more vulnerable to erosive processes by wind and rain. Occasionally the candidate
would talk about how soil erosion affected farming / crop productivity. The focus of some
responses was about the effects of soil erosion rather than the actual causes. Candidates that
mentioned the role of rivers had answers related to the erosion of materials (soil) in a river that
would lead to the formation of a meander or overhanging river bank. Weaker candidates were
often much vaguer in their identification of causes of soil erosion eg “rain” and had little / no idea
of accelerated surface run-off or soil being washed away more easily.
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(c) Explain one cause of soil erosion.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks: Deforestation (1) + no roots to hold the soil together

(1) + washed away by rainwater when it rains (1) = 3
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Question 4(a)ii

Most candidates were able to identify the main trends in the data table and successfully wrote
about the change in demand for renewables. Many answers identified the increase or the upward
trend. Most were able to give one clear reason and develop on this. Some candidates focused on
increasing investment or awareness of renewables. Some also mentioned increased government
policy and the desire to limit carbon emissions. Most candidates also mentioned that finite fossil
fuels were increasing in price and that Poland was looking to secure renewable and infinite
energy sources.

Some candidates misread the question and just described the numbers; they reiterated the data
table and did not suggest one reason for the increase, whilst some candidates 'over suggested'
and created a list of reasons why renewables could be on the rise.

(i) Suggest one reason for the trend, from 1990 to 2022, in Poland’s production
of electricity from renewables.

You must use evidence from Figure 4a in your answer,
(3)
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified an increasing trend (1),
going on to suggest this might be due to 'global climate agreements' (1) which forces
countries to reduce fossil fuel usage (1) = 3 marks.
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Question 4(a)v

Overall, this question was answered well with most answers rich in detail from the resource. The
majority of candidates scored 2 out of 3, for identifying the trend and then an anomaly. What
stopped candidates from getting 3 out of 3 was that they did not give accurate data; often
misreading the scale of graph (not realising each little square was worth 0.4%) or they did not use
any data at all. The most common responses mentioned that the % of Bulgaria's energy
produced by renewables has increased between 1990 and 2020, going from 4% to 18.8%.
However, after 2020 the amount of energy produced declined and candidates also often said
that the % of Bulgaria’s energy produced by renewables has increased between 1990 and 2020,
going from 4% to 18.8%. However, candidates are reminded to ensure that they have an
accurate understanding of the scale when using it to give data; if the question asks for data, the
candidate must ensure that they use data to support at least one point they are making; either
an overall increase/decrease or data values for two different years.

(v) Describe the past trend in the percentage of electricity from renewables in
Bulgaria shown in Figure 4b.

You must use data to support your answer.

(3)
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< Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified one trend (increase from
2005 to 2022), but there is no further description and no use of data.
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(v) Dss_sﬂbe the past trend in the percentage of electricity from renewables in
Bulgaria shown in Figate 4b. —

—

You must use data to support your answer.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks: gradual increase until 2000 (1) largest increase (2010 to
2015) identified (1) use of supporting data (1)
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Question 4(b)

Many candidates were awarded 1 mark for the idea that the country may not have sufficient
funds to develop infrastructure needed to switch to renewable energy, but then found it
challenging to develop this further for the second mark. Another relatively common response
was about lacking natural resources (in particular fossil fuels). A notable proportion of candidates
interpreted the question as 'why do some countries just use non-renewables', however this
approach would still allow candidates to access up to full marks.

(b) Explain one reason why some countries have a limited energy mix.

(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has explained that a country may have
large amounts of oil (1) which means that it would be cheaper for them just to use this
resources rather than developing other types of energy resources (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 4(c)

There was a very mixed range of responses to this question. Some candidates were very clear on
the definition, but many candidates tended to give very vague responses which lacked clear
reference to shale gas / rocks. In future, one would hope to see a greater frequency of responses
that knew that fracking involved the use of water under pressure to create fractures, with explicit
reference to shale oil / gas / rocks, to ensure that it was clear that they knew the difference
between fracking and other forms of extraction.

(c) Define the term fracking—

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'--‘: Examiner Comments

The candidate here was awarded 1 mark for a correct definition of 'fracking'.
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Question 4(d)

Generally, candidates could apply the correct case study and give some place-specific information
about the measures taken. Students were usually able to evaluate to some degree. There seemed
to be frequent mention of Norway and Germany as case studies, however, the Norway responses
were often a little generic with information that could apply to any country with HEP
programmes. The obvious pitfall here was the candidates chose an inappropriate country, for
example China. There also seemed to be a notable amount of responses that referred to nuclear
energy as a renewable source of energy. Candidates are encouraged to include relevant data and
information that specifically applies to the named country.

52 GCSE Geography A 1TGA0 02



(d) You have studied energ_y resource management in a named developed country.

Evaluate how successful this country has been in managing its energy resources
in a sustainable way. gy W

Named developed country
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This response was awarded 8 marks. The candidate has explained several ways how
Germany has managed its energy resources, offering an accurate understanding of why
different energy resources might lead to greater sustainability. Good use of place-specific
detail, and a convincing conclusion at the end that makes a clear and supported judgement.
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(d) You have studied energy resource management in a named developed country.

4‘ Evaluate how successful this country has been in managing its energy resources
x_/in a sustainable way.

(8)

Named developed country
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% Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks. Despite naming 'the UK', the response is quite generic.
Whilst there are some legitimate ideas around the use and impacts of renewables, the
response lacks the depth and 'local colour' one would expect for a higher mark.
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Question 5(a)ii

A parallel question to 4aii, a similar performance by candidates was observed; candidates were
often able to identify the trend (ie an increase in Mexico's water consumption) and usually
provide a possible reason for this trend - such as population growth or an increase in the
country’s level of development. However, the 'double-development' of the initial point was not
often observed; with some candidates going down the incorrect route of offering a second
possible reason for the trend rather than developing their initial reason further.

(i) Suggest one reason for the trend, from 1990 to 2019, in Mexico's total fresh
water consumption.

You must use evidence from Figure 5a in your answer.
- (3)

.'\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified the trend (1), suggested
that this might be due to in-migration (1) which has caused the overall population increase
(1) =3 marks.
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Question 5(a)v

The majority of candidates were able to access 2 marks on this, either through stating two
descriptive points about Japan’s trend, or by stating one trend and using supporting data.
However, a relatively small proportion of candidates were able to provide two distinct descriptive
points about the trend, plus supporting data, for full marks.

(v) Describe the past trend in the amount of fresh water consumption in Japan
shown in Figure 5b.

You must use data to support your answer.

(3)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified the overall trend (a
decrease) for 1 mark, used accurate supporting data for the second mark, and mentioned
the anomaly (the increase between 1995-2000) for the third mark.
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Question 5(b)

The question was generally well done, and the candidates were able to identify and explain the
reasons for water supply problems. However, some of the candidates were unable to conclusively
explain their answers for example some could not tell which parts of the UK receives more
rainfall than the other parts. Many candidates were able to gain a mark here, but development of
this answer was lacking for some. Common answers referred to old infrastructure/pipes,
increasing populations and lower rainfall in the SE where populations were higher. Some
candidates’ answers were too vague such as ‘less rainfall’, and many did not gain a second mark
for developing their answer.

(b) Explain one reason why the UK has water supply problems.
(2)
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has been awarded 1 mark for the initial
reason (more rainfall in the north / greater demand in the south) and a second mark for
saying that this means water needs to be transferred from north to south for the second
mark.

(b) Explain one reason why the UK has water supply problems.
(2)
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This response was awarded 2 marks. There is 1 mark for the idea of poor infrastructure (1)
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and a second mark for saying this leads to leeks / water loss (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 5(c)

Generally, well answered by candidates with most candidates recalling that desalination is the
process of removing the salt from sea water in order for it to be used for human consumption.

(c) Define the term desalination.

N '{ ResultsPlus
/‘--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark for a correct definition of desalination.
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Question 5(d)

Most candidates chose an appropriate case study for this question and were able to describe
what the chosen country had done in terms of water resource management. However, a minority
of candidates were able to evaluate the extent to which these actions were sustainable. A small
proportion of candidates selected an inappropriate case study to use; there was also a repeated
misconception about being landlocked means that water supply problems are inevitable because
desalination cannot take place.

(d) You have studied water resource management in a named developing/emerging
country.

Evaluate how successful this country has been in managing its water resources in
a sustainable way.
(8)

Named developing/emerging country
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 8 marks. The candidate has selected an appropriate country
(China) on which to hinge their answer upon, and has proceeded to explain a range of
different strategies that are specific to China, used to manage water. The concept of
'sustainability' is clearly addressed, and the response finishes with a reflective statement.
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(d) You have studied water resource management in a named developing/emerging
country.

Evaluate how successful this country has been in managing its water resources in
a sustainable way.
(8)

Named developing/emerging country
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i{ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. It is a typical top-Level 1 response: the candidate has
named an appropriate country, but has not offered any place-specific details (which would
have helped lift this response into level 2). There are some sensible (albeit, generic) ideas
around water resource management, with some weak attempted explanation.
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(d) You have studied water resource management in a named developing/emerging
country.

Evaluate how @ is country has been in managing its water resources in
a sustainable way:

(8)
Named developing/emerging country
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 8 marks. The candidate has selected an appropriate country
(China) on which to hinge their answer upon, and has proceeded to explain a range of
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different strategies that are specific to China, used to manage water. The concept of
'sustainability' is clearly addressed, and the response finishes with a reflective statement
that concludes the overall effectiveness of how sustainable the different approaches to
managing water have been.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Where the candidate is required to complete a graph (eg 1b(i)), it is recommended that a
sharp pencil and ruler is used to ensure accuracy.

Understand what is meant by the command, ‘compare/describe the trend’ - that a trend is a
change over time, rather than an isolated year.

Know the requirements of the command, ‘describe’ and that no explanation is required to
achieve full marks on this type of question.

Be confident in understanding the meaning of all key geographical terminology that appears
on the specification; in the current series, the following terms proved challenging for many
candidates:

* Natural increase

+ Measure of political corruption
* TNCs

* Soil erosion

Avoid skim-reading a question: read each question carefully and pause before writing an
answer. In this series, a significant proportion of candidates when answering 1e(iii) appeared
to miss the ‘other than' part of the question and proceeded to explain why proximity to
railways or schools an advantage for the housing development was. Similarly, on question
2c(ii), many candidates wrote about human or historical factors rather than physical factors.

For questions that draw upon knowledge and understanding of a case study/located
example, ensure that the correct ‘context’ is used; for example, on 1fi, zero marks would have
been awarded for responses about a UK city.

Candidates should plan their answers to 8-mark questions before ‘diving in’ with their answer.
The highest-scoring responses for 8-mark questions had a distinct structure, that included
carefully constructed paragraphs and culminated in a conclusion that addressed the
requirements of the command word. More successful candidates were also able to elaborate
and develop their answers to 1f{(ii), 4d and 5d by adding relevant place-specific details.

On a scaffolded 4-mark question, use the answer lines to help structure an answer, and
remember that given the AO breakdown of these question types, they will always be marker
‘2+2" and never ‘3+1’ (like they might have been in legacy specifications).

Avoid ‘listing’ possible ideas/reasons for a 2-mark mark ‘suggest/explain one... question;
Candidates only need to identify one idea/reason, before expanding upon this point for the
second mark.

Centres are encouraged to use the past papers (from 2018-2024), Sample Assessment
Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of the
paper and question types - including the tackling of the 8-mark extended open response
questions. Centres should spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and other
support materials via the qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates
become more familiar with the range of command words and how they are attached to
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different Assessment Objectives.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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