@ Pearson

Edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2024

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02

ResultsPlus



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

ResultsPlus

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students' exam results.

e See students' scores for every exam question.

e Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.

¢ |dentify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2024
Publications Code 1GA0_02_2406_ER
All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2024

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02 2



Introduction

This Examiner's Report covers responses from Paper 2 GCSE Geography A in 2024, with
exemplar responses from actual scripts used to exemplify good practice and how the mark
scheme was applied.

The structure of the paper remains the same and is outlined below; please note that this
(and future) question papers are based upon Issue 3 of the specification.

This paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks, up to 4 marks are awarded
for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology in Section B. The exam
includes multiple-choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and 8-mark
extended writing questions. The exam command words which are used in this paper are
defined on page 43 of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of
the Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A (Changing Cities), candidates are required to answer all the questions.

In Section B (Global Development), candidates are required to answer all the questions. The
4 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology were moved to
the end of this section for this series. This will continue in future series.

In Section C (Resource Management), candidates are required to answer all parts of
Question 3 (the 'overview' section for this component) and either Question 4 (Energy
Resource Management) or Question 5 (Water Resource Management).

| hope that you find reading this document useful and that it helps you to improve the
performance of your candidates in future examination series.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

The mean mark for this question was 0.89 (out of 2). Overall, candidates who attempted this
qguestion were able to give at least one pull factor to urban areas. The most common answers
were rural to urban migration and natural increase. A lot of candidates mentioned
international migration due to a variety of pull factors. However, some responses were too
vague (e.g. 'employment') whilst others wrote complex answers that included several points
in one. Another common weak answer was ‘migration’ or ‘development’ without any link to
urbanisation. Some others also described the trend rather than suggesting reasons.

(i) G two possible EHEEHTGRNE RSN <hown in

Figure 1a.
(2)

____________ %lcwemumjmudq:.msm*u

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Better job opportunities (1) and better sources of education (1) = 2
marks.

¥\ ResultsPlus

\\ Examiner Tip

Be able to define a wide range of key geographical terms; in this
question, there was some evidence that candidates didn't know what
'urbanisation' meant.
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Question 1 (c)(i)

The mean mark for this question was 1.76. The majority of candidates identified that 60%
were push factors and 40% being pull factors. Most candidates also mentioned that low paid
jobs were the main push factor. Many candidates failed to incorporate percentage values
which made the answer weaker and a significant number of candidates did not use data or
misread the pie charts. Overall, the most common credited point was 'more push factors
than pull factors'; however, a large proportion of candidates just listed the push and pull
factors shown on Figure 1b without credit.

(c) Study Figure 1b in the Resource Booklet.
(i) Describe the results of the survey shown in Figure 1b.

Use data in your answer.

........................ Thece 13 \ess quih Qaawscs. Maa..

?msM ......... Lacks... e \ap
Mm@m%m\-ﬁ&n ...... Leanre es nowne

______________ S5 08 A0 YINNANGA 2PN

¥ &{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

Less pull factors than push factors (1) + data (1) + identification of
largest push factor (1) = 3 marks.

-
.

&\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
On 3-mark 'describe one ..." questions, you need to offer a 'double-

development'. Also, don't forget to include data if this is asked for!
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Question 1 (c)(ii)

The mean mark for this question was 1.36. Most candidates identified the most common
impact was that of migrants filling gaps in the labour market and adding to the economy.
Some candidates mentioned migrants bringing new cultures to areas and adding to cultural
diversity. The most common reason for losing marks was identifying the greater workforce
but not developing this point or repeating/rewording their main point e.g. more workers so
more people filling jobs.

= w
(i) Explain one positive impact of migration on cities. WEARCE Rl B

(2)

do\éﬁ

’Y/KResuﬁsﬁus
Examiner Comments

Fill any needed jobs within the city (1) will boost the economy (1) = 2
marks.

(i) Explain one positive impact of migration on cities.
(2)

........ OHLPMJt*Vﬁs‘&.CHWt‘tQ;L\SWMW
.......... Jabsw§>c%M¢aﬂsthM1tbfuﬂ35m0f’ﬁ
mﬁn@baﬂm%tmﬁ@uﬂd?ﬂb

...... = hcma%fammm

’yfﬁResuIts?’lus
Examiner Comments

Fills unwanted jobs (1) brings more money to an area (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 1 (d)(i)

The mean mark for this question was 1.05. Most candidates scored at least one mark for
correctly giving the answer of 6.1; however, many failed to show their workings or just listed
the figures and pointed to the point between 5.1 and 7.1 so couldn’t obtain the second mark.
Incorrect responses used the wrong figures or rounded down to the whole number of 6.

(d) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Calculate the median percentage increase in population shown on Figure 1c.
Write your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below,

(2)
& (€ St g g &Y
(&1 B 20N
— — ~ |4 1ps
y &{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments
Correct workings (1) but incorrect answer (0) = 1 mark.
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(d) Study Figure 1¢ in the Resource Booklet.
(i) Calculate the median percentage increase in population shown on Figure 1c.
Write your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

>3, PR, 01, BT LA KT
k_/\_/-/
51047 :b‘
2

- .'\ ~
ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Complete workings (1) and correct answer (1) = 2 marks.

(2)

T\ ResultsPlus

\_) Examiner Tip

Always show your COMPLETE workings on a 2-mark 'calculate’
question.
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Question 1 (d)(ii)

The mean mark for this question was 1.01. 45% of candidates obtained full marks on this
question; the candidates that failed to gain full marks usually did not give their answer to one
decimal place.

(i) In Wolverhampton, another UK city, there was a population increase from
249,500 in 2011 to 263,700 in 2021.

Calculate the percentage increase in the population of Wolverhampton
between 2011 and 2021.

Write your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

(2)
763 100 - 149900 =400
\4 200
0. 0569Q..
2 4aso0 ¥ \OO
¥ =Sl Sl
o P
_J;\' F

< ResultsPlus
Y/--.. Examiner Comments

Complete workings (1) and correct answer, written to one decimal
place (1) = 2 marks.

"’ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Don't forgot to round up or round down your answer to one decimal
place if you are instructed to do so.
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Question 1 (e)

The mean mark for this question was 1.45 (out of 4 marks). The majority of responses on the
causes of deindustrialisation were linked to the process of globalisation and good responses
highlighted how many industries had outsourced or established cheaper imports from
countries from the Far East. Numerous good responses also recognised the cheaper labour
and production costs that can be found abroad. Some misconception regarding the need for
housing or clearing of land in the CBD for other functions was frequently given. Overall, there
was some misinterpretation over deindustrialisation as a concept. Also, a significant number
of candidates did not attempt this question, or lost marks by focusing their answer on loss of
retail function in cities. A key misconception seemed to be that deindustrialisation occurs
because of the need for housing in the inner city (rather than the construction of new
housing being a consequence of deindustrialisation).

(e} Explain two reasons why deindustrialisation has taken place in some UK cities.

KR n M Yo... cLu.r..M.u.g..i..mg..l..wmaaimg
Lowamiad for  orodmacuas, AROAS.... OF.. L owws. SO8¥ST

2. Tonsery. . 00 ancimemys . &S, . 2y Loondon Dockismngie.

Lo\ ek weld. SO .. e AMERAS AR ARR hloﬁs.,( _________________________

....... M\Ii %E-cgg\ra.fwcw\hxmeoﬁ-

N
\( 2{ ResultsPlus
_‘/'--.. Examiner Comments

Developed point about globalisation in the first section (1+1) and a
developed point about transport developments in the second section
(1+1) = 4 marks.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0O 02 10



(e) Explain two reasons why deindustrialisation has taken place in some UK cities.
(4)

1....Globanianon, .  THit.oneans $hat. . p el e, SUem. G 808 A
e DAO TR YL art oW M PRI M. S Hher counm el Suth. o T aren...
e POC.CC FOPE. ELCMINGN O M. Fo POCCS cOUlE N0 onGer. Weep ul o PYOduen. .

e IS CE DA OU e 0 ENE N, HAERE o EheY ST O A e

B o LT T 0oy T OO Ty L O T o R L L B L T U OTTeTs

AN
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Developed point about globalisation in the first section (1+1) and a

developed point about technological advancements in the second
section (1+1) = 4 marks.
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Question 1 (f)(ii)

The mean mark for this question was 1.92. There were many good responses to the
disadvantages of the site of Lima (over a third of candidates scored full marks), with valid
links to its proximity to the coast and how this could threaten the city with coastal erosion,
although not all responses then went on to link this to economic challenges through
damaged infrastructure for example. Other good responses identified the low rainfall records
and how this could lead to agricultural issues, again not all candidates developed the
additional point of the impact this may have on Lima’s growing population.

(i) Suggest om@vantage f this location as a site for a major city.

Use evidence from Figure 1d in your answer.

acon. N (eod,. te. tne (0SS Of  crfaohructors .
ond creoxns.

N
\/ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Cliffs (1) + vulnerable to erosion (1) + loss of infrastructure / deaths (1)
= 3 marks.
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(i) Suggest one disadvantage of this location as a site for a major city.

Use evidence from Figure 1d in your answer.
(3)

Voo e Consting . This. means. (1. coulel.
he. effected. bau.. evosion...ov. floodig @4-9f
Aheveeds. okl e kottom. 0f . Hae CREE.....
B VN PUN VLV WY TN 972 s TU - S DO X YU PO ) U1 O 2% 2 20 =
...... plate.. & Coasnlprarection. and . mpaiv. ansage.

....... ckm‘lojﬁtaadm@

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Coastline (1) + erosion / flooding (1) + cost of protection / repair (1) =3
marks.
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(i) Suggest one disadvantage of this location as a site for a major city.

Use evidence from Figure 1d in your answer.
(3)

Oni. ckuw:}uw\bogz CE} Ya lacakion.. v thak k.
&Ooon the cooal. Bus Meany thak GL—; WO eyode.

...... W&U‘Vjﬁ

MMM cou.lsk ba, Losf‘f 9 m.,- GAL cd.&_q_

<€§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Coast (1) + erode (1) + houses could be lost (1) = 3 marks.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02 14



Question 1 (g)

The mean mark for this question was 3.32 and the modal mark 0 (often due to blank
responses). Many candidates failed to move beyond Level 1 due to lack of any evidence or
reference to specific developing countries and a failure to make connections between quality
of life and government actions. Responses were often very generic and showed a lack of
knowledge or understanding of specific factors. Those responses which demonstrated better
application of the question demonstrated good understanding of specific government
interventions and policies and referred to a variety of projects. These responses were also
well evaluated with identification of numerous strengths and weaknesses to the government
policies. Several candidates unfortunately lost marks due to providing inappropriate
examples from developed countries. Many responses to this question were poor and showed
a lack of knowledge from the candidates and on occasions poor government examples had
been provided.
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(g) You have studied a major city in a developing / emerging country.

Evaluate how successful government policies have been in improving the quality
of life for the people living in this city.
(8)

- Named city

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

..........................................................................................
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(Total for Question 1 = 30 marks)
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™,

™,

~ / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
This response was awarded 8 marks (top of Level 3). The response
includes a range of place-specific examples that have been well-
explained. The command word 'evaluate' has been clearly addressed
with some good reflective comments throughout and a conclusion at
the end of the answer.
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Evaluate how successful government poHcies have been in improving the quality YOWSWQ .

of life for the people living in this city.
(8)

Named city
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Arothc. Dumlds w0 . The oovernment. . .£oods. acn,

PELSOD.. AXDON. SO O AOHY... O, WRR K. TINS.ORAPS...
STDL JEAMACR . POWATLAN.... asuwell) Hner(Ore. MO0 ...
AN SO QUOALTY. IS DT, PTG wedltin. Of. ...

eSS SUCLRSSAWM,

of We durcCrWy  uwinaereas  TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 30 MARKS
e coxr bon coudd be Unefechve ord

At B NeNTtr  wWnalgt  eades IReing
WADLRY commwuuaaniy) Ao fe vt MNOT W DVOVUNG, \"IS

AN pepuladions e  quodat,

a\___

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 5 marks (mid-Level 2). The response
includes some place-specific detail about Sao Paulo, and there is
evidence of partial explanation as to why these government policies
have been introduced. The depth of explanation or evaluation (about

how successful these policies have been) needs to be greater for top of
Level 2.
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(g) You have studied a major city in a developing / emerging country.

Evaluate how successful government policies have been in improving the quality
of life for the people living in this city.
(8)

Named city

e P e
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 30 MARKS
tac.qls, Cj"“?f ko mankan and qlseo ”"ﬁlﬁ im prove the
q/uﬂt[a'l’j oF Life. One exq*wyl-e e the se lF whe;a Sc herme
I’ Sdni‘b ﬂndrﬂjw‘vf"th /afuv-'JcJ. lecals bl b tter
accoOmodation ond S“PFHE-& Tj,au.?},, ‘b benefks the
l""-‘-"tli, the ;‘Mfml' is srha)'{-scqle and doesn’t

reaflj contribute in helping Sas Paule as & crby
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Lo’jt -scale wge.

N\

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 7 marks (just into Level 3). The response

does include a range of specific examples that have been used in Sao
Paulo and the depth of explanation is good. A more convincing

evaluation / final conclusion would have lifted this response to full
marks.
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(g) You have studied a major city in a developing / emerging country.

Evaluate how successful government policies have been in improving the quality
of life for the people living in this city.

(8)
Named city
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N / ResultsPlus

/'--.'. Examiner Comments
This response was awarded 2 marks (mid-Level 1). The response is
generic and includes some basic ideas about how the government
might improve the quality of life in a city - but the content of the
response is not place-specific. The use of some place-specific
information and accompanying partial explanation would have lifted
this response into Level 2.
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Question 2 (b)(i)
77% of the cohort were able to correctly plot the data for Sweden on the graph. The most

common error was in the plotting of the G.N.I. per capita figure. However, it was rather
disappointing to see that a notable number of candidates did not attempt this task.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

The mean mark for this question was 0.94 with 94% of candidates providing the correct GNI
per capita figure for Spain.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02 26



Question 2 (b)(iii)

The mean mark for this question was 1.56. Generally, this was quite a well answered
qguestion where 67% of candidates were able to achieve full marks. However, a small minority
of candidates compared the UK's GNI per capita with Spain and not Brazil. The most
successful responses offered clear comparative statements supported by accurate data
taken from Figure 2a. Occasionally, a candidate would compare both the birth rates and the
GNI per capita figures for both countries. One did see some candidates ignore the instruction
in the question and merely compare the birth rates for the UK and Brazil. The better answers
would state that the UK had a much larger GNI per capita than Brazil using an appropriate
comparative phrase ('whereas' being one popular example), with 8,000 which makes a
difference of $35,000. Fewer would say that the UK’s GNI per capita was five times greater
than Brazil. Although the question asked for a comparison, a minority of candidates would
explain why the UK had a larger GNI per capita figure than Brazil. Very occasionally a
candidate would comment on the relationship between GNI per capita and the birth rates.
Only a very few candidates just wrote down some figures they had extrapolated from the
resource.

(iii) Compare the GNI per capita for the UK and Brazil shown in Figure 2a.

Use data in your answer.
(2)

LU oS mose. GVL.pgs. capa. with it being at..
osound 43,000 while Braz\l has. less GN_pec
LORYA A B Q00 ks

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-'. Examiner Comments

UK has more GNI per capita (1) + use of extracted data (1).
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(ili) Compare the GNI per capita for the UK and Brazil shown in Figure 2a.

Use data in your answer.
(2)

SO hos e domey. hix i amde cenpaaed to. Byl as..
R nes. A (prialycen). ened. Brv2i). has. 1 D(pex)ooolyear.)... k...
DR e S o hiaher. amooak. e d.. AN pex.Copiktn. 45,8 E.G0d,000

ooy ond. Banza 00l has  B,000. 08 pev.cap ...

N\

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

UK has higher amount of GNI per capita (1) + use of extracted data (1).

@) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
If it is asked for, there is one more 'set aside' for the use of data!
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Question 2 (b)(iv)

The mean mark for this question was 1.14. This question was quite well answered, with the
54% of candidates able to achieve full marks. The most common errors made by candidates
were when they added up the actual GNI per capita figures or added up the birth rate figures
for Brazil, Spain, the UK and Sweden. Most candidates actually provided some workings, so
fewer marks were lost here than in some other statistical questions elsewhere on the paper.

(iv) Calculate the mean birth rate for the countries with a GNI per capita between
40,000 and 50,000 USS.

Write your answer to the nearest whole number.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)

g+ (0% (2
F=- 39 -f-;"B ~ SO

TR e . pF 1000 per year

\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Correct / complete workings (1) but incorrect answer = 1 mark.
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U ~ v
(iv) Calculate the mean birth rate for the countries with a GNI per capita between
40,000 and 50,000 USS.

Write your answer to the nearest whole number.

You must show your working in the space below.

MRON =040 tun dwde By N iy g2)

Vi
10 =
10 per 1000 per year
; N

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Complete workings (1) + correct answer (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 2 (c)

The mean mark for this question was 1.22. Many candidates' responses relating to the
impact of food security on development included the idea of undernourishment impacting
one’s ability to work. At one level, a simplistic view that a lack of adequate nutrition would
ultimately result in death was noted. At other levels, candidates suggested that food
insecurity could weaken the immune system and therefore makes people more vulnerable to
diseases and infections which could subsequently make them unable to work and would
impact development. Other common responses included the fact that countries would need
to spend money needed for development on importing food. Few responses misunderstood
the term ‘food insecurity’ and suggested that this was theft from shops and others suggested
that populations would simply move somewhere where food was more secure. One of the
faults seen in candidate responses, was where they would merely explain what the term
'food security' meant. Also, many candidates would offer a valid point, but then fail to offer
further explanation as to how this could affect a country’s level of development.

(c) Explain one way a lack of food security can limit a country’s rate of development.

\/ ‘ / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

|dea that a lack of food security would limit the number of working
people (1) as people do not have access to food and water so they will
starve (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 2 (d)

The mean mark for this question was 2.01 with 26% of the cohort not scoring any marks.
Nevertheless, there were some exceptionally well written responses that dealt with historical
factors like colonisation, wars, trading links and the Industrial Revolution with a minority
dealing with the idea of deindustrialisation. Some even branched into the idea of politics
comparing more stable governments with those run by a dictator leading a corrupt regime
that favoured an elite group of people, to the detriment of ordinary people, within the
country. The main errors occurred when candidates ignored 'historical factors' and
considered things like weather hazards, natural disasters, including changes brought about
by climate change.

e e, 5o T s gy CRAeAC PITRAA. LAnATRgLe VT S oy |
(d) Explain two historical factors that have led to global variations in the level of @MLSL?‘
development. :
4)

A O N A )

N { ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

Developed point about colonialism in the first section (1+1) and a
developed point about wars in the second section (1+1) = 4 marks.
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(d) Explain two historical factors that have led to global variations in the level of
development.
Cer (v in
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<Z§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Developed point about wars in the first section (1+1) and a developed
point about colonialism in the second section (1+1) = 4 marks.
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(d) Explain two historical factors that have led to global variations in the level of
development.

1002  wstoncor  focrer (3 COlOMGASM, TS 5 Lsae
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Examiner Comments

Developed point in the first section about colonialism (1+1) but no
marks in the second section as 'landlocked' is a physical rather than
historical factor = 2 marks.

Q} ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Remember what the differences are between 'physical’, 'social’,
'economic' and 'historical' factors are.
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Question 2 (e)(i)

The mean mark for this question was 0.58 with 58% of candidates able to correctly identify
the grid square where the nature reserve is located. The most frequent error when a grid
square was quoted was 3714 or 3715. A minority of candidates gave a six-figure grid
reference.
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Question 2 (e)(iv)

The mean mark for this question was 1.17 with 40% of candidates achieving full marks. The
most frequently seen response referred to the cost of the A35 Redbridge Causeway Project
and explanation that this could well divert funds from other projects. The second most
popular response linked this to increased tourism in the New Forest, followed by increased
traffic and associated problems (i.e. pollution, congestion etc). From the mark scheme, the
least favourite response was related to the destruction of countryside and reduced
biodiversity. Those just achieving 1 mark identified a limitation from Figure 2c but could not
add any further explanation.

(iv) Suggest one disadvantage of the A35 Redbridge Causeway proje_ct._

Use evidence from Figure 2c in your answer.

/'-—-‘: Examiner Comments

Evidence that it is expensive (1) plus development (1) = 2 marks.
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(iv) Suggest one disadvantage of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.
Use evidence from Figure 2c in your answer.

(2)
Pt Peopll haying

avd acless o 4"- NM&A‘*—IH 'ﬂ"H-]_-vk »ﬂ'n.-( t-ult'k L—\ )
L C"W'}b he MM:) 'h'ﬂmyl-@ flmh ar  Sare qmimals -

N

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Evidence of more tourists (1) plus development about a negative
impact of this (1) = 2 marks.

(iv) Suggest one disadvantage of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.

Use evidence from Figure 2¢ in your answer.
(2)

......... o Mob ol M Sk S e Ve WS Won,

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Evidence that it is expensive (1) plus development (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 2 (e)(v)

The mean mark for this question was 2.70, with 34% of candidates achieving full marks. Two
marks were often quite comfortably achieved by the candidates who were able to use the
resource (Figure 2¢) to identify advantages of the A35 Redbridge Causeway Project, most
notably with reference to the economic investment attracted to the area and increased
numbers of tourists visiting the New Forest. NB: this was one question where all aspects of
the mark and answer scheme were reflected in the answers provided by the candidates.

u —
(v) Suggest two advantages of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.

Use evidence from Figure 2¢ in your answer.

(4)

Advantage 1

Advantage 2

MAWISES..,L cnSt AN
M M ww MH Qe U?SI Cmgm

ﬂ/ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

Developed point about the positive impacts of economic investment
(1+1) and less congestion (1+1) = 4 marks.
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(v) Suggest two advantages of the A35 Redbridge Causeway project.

Use evidence from Figure 2c in your answer.
(4)

Advantage 1
SN et cksack. eCono it Tnuesrmank....
K-8 \::ot]‘c‘ﬁ' \ocal employmenk . and. .
....... ing. . olokedegment - So. More.. W‘Péi"
dobomanmuuhmmm

Advantage 2
M Wil gpve winterisys, (Wdigis, and
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<€§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Developed point about the positive impacts of economic investment
(1+1) and less congestion (1+1) = 4 marks.
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Question 2 (f)

The mean mark for this question was 5.07 (out of a possible 12 marks, as 4 marks are
available for SPaG). Overall, this was not a particularly well answered question with a
significant proportion of candidates only achieving a Level 1 mark. There were relatively few
clearly identifiable Level 3 responses. Those that did achieve this level were exceptionally
good, well written with an on-going evaluation and arguments well supported by relevant,
specific evidence. A large number of responses lacked a clear structure and were too generic
in nature, thus lacking in cohesion and rarely, if ever, offered any specific locational detail.
Most candidates that achieved Level 1 marks mainly talked about the problems seen in cities
due to rapid development and these, more often than not, were of a negative nature. They
failed to clearly describe the actual impact on people and did not weigh up their relative
importance. There was too little evidence to synthesise and make any judgements, let alone
arrive at a conclusion. There was a real lack of exemplar material to embellish their points /
exemplify their answers. However, the better responses adopted a more holistic approach
and were able to develop their answer around the notion of the core-periphery area model,
particularly successful in those responses that used India as their example (i.e. Bihar and
Mumbai /Goa regions). These answers clearly identified the urban based nature of
development, the importance of the role of TNC's and FD investment and had a much better
balance in their answers between the positive and negative impacts of rapid development.
They were also characterised by supporting evidence throughout to substantiate their
argument and were able to draw the evidence together to formulate a considered
conclusion. Other useful case studies used by candidates were China and Tanzania. However,
except for the very best answers, candidates tended to focus on social or economic impacts
and very few made any reference to notions of environmental degradation in the pursuit of
economic growth.
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In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.

(f) Evaluate whether, in a named developing or emerging country, the positive
impacts of rapid development outweigh the negative impacts.
(8)

Named developing or emerging country
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(Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 34 MARKS
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™,

< / ResultsPlus

/'--.'; Examiner Comments
This response was awarded 7 marks for the 'Geography' and a further
4 marks for SPaG.

The candidate has considered both sides of the argument and has

supported some good explanation with place-specific detail, allowing

the response to access Level 3. There is a final evaluative conclusion,

but for full marks, we would expect either a broader range of

ideas/impacts or greater depth of explanation about why these
impacts are positive/negative.
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In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling, (. \ﬁ'}
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. / w&
Pen

(f) Evaluate whether, in a named developing or emerging country, the positive
impacts of nﬁ development outweigh the pegative impacts. - /

Q
paES SSAT
u{ Ioplng or emerging country P~ o {ide
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<&<Examlner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks for the 'Geography' and a further
2 marks for SPaG.

The candidate has considered both sides of the argument, but there is

a lack of convincing place-specific information and explanation about

the points that have been raised - something that would have helped
move this response towards the top of Level 2.
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In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology.

(f) Evaluate whether, in a named developing or emerging country, the positive
impacts of rapid development outweigh the negative impacts.
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(Total for Question 2 = 30 marks)
(Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 34 MARKS

a\_

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 8 marks for the 'Geography' and a further
4 marks for SPaG.

The candidate has considered both sides of the argument and has
supported some detailed explanation with place-specific information
that has been used with consideration. There is a final evaluative
conclusion which includes a judgement based upon the initial
question.
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Question 3 (b)
The mean mark for this question was 0.39 with the majority of candidates (61%) unable to

correctly name a mineral; a large number of candidates incorrectly gave ‘water’ or ‘soil’ as a
mineral.
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Question 3 (c)(ii)

This question was generally very well answered, with 85% of candidates naming the correct
region for one mark.
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Question 3 (c)(iii)

The mean mark for this question was 0.95, although 43% of candidates failed to score any
marks. Those who did pick up marks were often able to show good understanding of the
data required to calculate the correct answer. However, many failed to show the correct
working method within their answer in order to gain full marks. Inaccurate methods included
dividing 56 by 103 rather than 100, simply writing ‘56% of 103’, or calculating 100%-56%
before then diving by 100 and multiplying by 103. Some candidates also failed to round their
answer to one decimal place correctly.

(iii) Permanent deforestation to obtain resources was the cause of 56% of Latin
America’s total tree loss.

Calculate the area (Mha) of tree loss due to permanent deforestation in
Latin America.

Write your answer to one decimal point.

You must show your working in the space below.

0> o

I Y00 =Sk
103

(2}

........ 5747 Mha

N
\( / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

Incomplete working (0) + correct answer (1) = 1 mark.

GCSE Geography A 1TGA0 02 50



(ili) Permanent deforestation to obtain resources was the cause of 56% of Latin
America’s total tree loss.

Calculate the area (Mha) of tree loss due to permanent deforestation in
Latin America.

Write your answer to one decimal point,

You must show your working in the space below.

57.68
S7.7

(2)

I

103 x $S6%

1

5 7 7 ..... .. Mha

N\

i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Incomplete working (0) + correct answer (1) = 1 mark.
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(lii) Permanent deforestation to obtain resources was the cause of 56% of Latin
America’s total tree loss.

Calculate the area (Mha) of tree loss due to permanent deforestation in
Latin America.

Write your answer to one decimal point.

You must show your working in the space below.

(2}
&S &E = 57-b%

reo 2 g7 -7 Mhe

I\

<’¢_§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Complete working (1) + correct answer (1) = 2 marks.
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(i) Permanent deforestation to obtain resources was the cause of 56% of Latin
America’s total tree loss.

Calculate the area (Mha) of tree loss due to permanent deforestation in
Latin America.

Write your answer to one decimal point.

You must show your working in the space below.
{2)

5 v lox=259.6F
lo© TR T M

577 Mha

N

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Complete working (1) + correct answer (1) = 2 marks
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Question 3 (c)(iv)

The mean mark for this question was 2.00, which was achieved by 31% of the cohort. Overall,
candidates performed better on ‘ biodiversity loss’ but not many gained full marks on ‘soil
erosion’. Most answers showed a simple understanding of the link between deforestation
and soil erosion being due to the absence of roots for stability, but few answers developed
this link enough for 2 marks. The ‘reduced biodiversity’ part of the question encouraged
more detailed answers with the most common answer referring to loss of habitats and
therefore extinction or migration of species. Amongst common problems were answers
which focused on the idea of soil lacking nutrients and therefore being eroded. Some
answers referred incorrectly to soil as if it was an organism/ biotic itself e.g. that it would lack
nutrients, water or enough sunlight to live. Occasionally answers began well with loss of

habitats (for the second part) but struggled to link this to reduced biodiversity e.g. through
migration or extinction.
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(iv) Explain why deforestation could lead to soil erosion and reduced biodiversity.
(4)

Soil erosion

<Z£ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two developed points (1+1) + (1+1) = 4 marks.

<§ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
4-mark 'explain' questions always require two developed points for full
marks.
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Question 4 (a)(i)

The mean mark for this question was 1.66 with almost every candidate attempting this
guestion able to accurately plot the bar for Germany. Those that weren't successful, either
made the bar too long or their drawing skills left visible space between their bar and the
correct grid line. Plotting the bar for France, however, caused some candidates difficulties.
This was predominantly due to inaccuracies in identifying the scale used for the x-axis,
although inaccurate drawing also played a part in candidates losing marks.
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Question 4 (a)(iii)

The mean mark for this question was 0.75 with 74% of candidates correctly calculating the
range. Those that failed but showed their workings (which was not a requirement), showed
that they had used the wrong data in their calculation, either through inaccurately reading
the x-axis on the graph, or through choosing the wrong country’s data points for the
calculation. Some candidates also calculated the mean average for the data rather than the
range as the question specified.
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Question 4 (a)(iv)

The mean mark for this question was 1.02. 74% of candidates scored one mark, with most
answers linking to the different levels of development or the availability of resources. The
most common incorrect answer was linking to the difference in population size. Most gave
example of a nation and developed such as "Saudi Arabia has high footprint as it has more
resources which gives off carbon, in comparison to other nations. It burns more fossil fuels".
A significant number of candidates did not adequately extend their answer by stating that
more developed countries may use more energy intensive goods such as cars, electric
showers or air conditioning, or by extending that less fossil fuels means burning less coal, gas
and oil and producing fewer CO, emissions.

X
%

=

25z

R TR LR,

(iv) Suggest one reason for the differences in carbon footprint shown on Figure 4.

(2)

Mare developed counmies. ave .
~advancect technology. and. mare. peope
......... USE.. . CONS.,..SC. W
burn.more o Silfuels, yeeasine Greentae

' »

N
\( / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

More developed (1) + more cars (1) = 2 marks.
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Question 4 (b)

The mean mark for this question was 1.39, with just over half of the cohort achieving full
marks. The most common responses that achieved this were linked to ideas of high cost,
release of greenhouse gases, pollution of water sources, earthquakes and damage to
habitats. A number of candidates were less successful in answering this question by writing
vague response relating to ‘damages environment’, ‘takes time’ and ‘causes pollution’.

(b) State two disadvantages of fracking as a way of reducing energy shortages.
(2)

1I4M#:M/MW&$ _____________ preseniabe.
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3/ 1{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

Two valid disadvantages = 2 marks.
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Question 4 (c)

The mean mark for this question was 1.82 and the modal mark was 2. Germany was most
commonly referenced as a place applying sustainable energy production initiatives and solar
farms specifically. There was clear general understanding of German initiatives and some in
depth about governmental policy. These were linked to the reasons changes were needed in
the first place. The term sustainable was not integrated as much as would have been
possible in terms of contrasting options and energy production methods of the past. The
UK’s offshore windfarms were references, but as with other examples, little specific detail in
terms of scale/output were integrated into answers. Responses gave the impression of a
good comprehension of this aspect of the specification from candidates across the ability
range.

Nevertheless, there was a considerable amount of generic answers about using renewable
energy sources even with a country named. There was less specific development of these
examples.
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(c) Explain two ways a named developed country has attempted to manage its

energy resources in a sustainable way.

(4)
Named developed country
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i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two developed points = 4 marks. Crucially, there is an element of
'place-specific' detail in each section, which is a requirement for full
marks. If the candidate had just written two generic responses, they
would not have been able to score more than 2 marks in total on this
question.
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(c) Explain two ways a named developed country has attempted to manage its
energy resources in a sustainable way.
(4)

Named developed country

Norwaj
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/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Despite naming a developed country, this candidate has not offered
any place-specific detail = a maximum of 2 marks for two legitimate
strategies used to manage energy resources.
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Question 4 (d)

The mean mark for this question was 3.13 (out of 8), with 19% of the cohort achieving 3
marks (top of Level 1). At one level, answers were geared towards the advantages and
disadvantages of a specific sustainable energy source (though some were generic referring
only to ‘renewables’). On another level, different views were highlighted, for example that
individuals might have a NIMBY attitude towards wind or solar power and organisations
might see renewables as too expensive due to being profit focused. The strongest answers
named specific stakeholders and evaluated their standpoint in detail e.g. that Shell may
reject renewables because of the profits they can make with fossil fuels, however they may
also see it as an investment for their future business to champion renewable energy. Very
few answers did this, and most stayed on a generic level and came to a simple conclusion
that individuals could be more concerned about the environment whereas organisations
were about profit.

(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and grganisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of energy resources. ~ "¢ Cuad  Seualy

(8)
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded full marks (8). The candidate has included
a range of contrasting viewpoints from organisations and individuals,
offering some good explanation.

- - — -
(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and organisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of energy resources.

(8)
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(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

Socrel wh.mll -J% (ogeri: [Jr sl sade
%ﬂﬂ" y wble. ctr004e , r;’;)j (}"J‘ r C ‘1'(1'&1‘;;»:*
!,hhons ara &hﬁl}d‘hﬂ U a0 g9 & J_w,{ dgr fare/ - TL&W"
b" Yo Lo Ml sur reeds” ponr , AiF Mo
W‘lﬂnb'*o— Meek ﬁuﬂ; "u, nﬁ&ﬁﬁ/kﬂ”""'fa“* é:j'-(

arﬂbu!' M a0,
Sl e

%UT"}B::# AN &J‘ﬂ:ndlnmahod;m
’ 4, P Gprvaben s-: s dho tnw:
Ui"c t;"'L J&LW ja

:qvl"-u}‘od 53«9” ~o0n

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02 66



™,
I\\'.

< / ResultsPlus

/'--.; Examiner Comments
This response was awarded 7 marks (i.e. just into Level 3). The
candidate has demonstrated an accurate understanding that
individuals and organisations have contrasting viewpoints and they
have offered some good explanation about why these different
stakeholders hold their view. For top of Level 3, some further detail
about why some viewpoints might been relatively more or less
important/significant would be required.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

The mean mark for this question was 1.60 with 78% of candidates plotting both bars
correctly.
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Question 5 (a)(iii)

The mean mark for this question was 0.71 with 71% of candidates correctly calculating the
range in water footprint.
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Question 5 (a)(iv)

The mean mark for this question was 0.89, but a surprising 38% of candidates did not pick up
any marks. Those candidates that were successful were able to identify one reason why
some countries have a higher water footprint than others, with most using level of
development or climate as their reason. Some candidates identified a reason, but didn't
expand on why that would lead to a lower/higher water footprint in comparison to other
countries limiting them to one mark. Quite a few candidates named drought as a reason and
discussed those countries experiencing drought as having water insecurity not making links
to individual footprints.

(iv) Suggest one reason for the differences in water footprint shown on Figure 5.

(2)
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< Examiner Comments

Developed point linked to potential differences in the level
development amongst the countries shown in Figure 5 = 2 marks.
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(iv) Suggest one reason for the differences in water footprint shown on Figure 5.

One yea=oN O ANs D )

Aoe cCounTNe uoiyn MIONET LN

SO oY O O

ond uee thec woater (0 oeHter
LoOaUS .

N\

iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

One mark for the idea that some countries are 'more developed' (1)
but there is no further explanation about why this might affect water
footprint = 1 mark.
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Question 5 (b)

The mean mark for this question was 1.25 with almost half of the cohort scoring full marks.
The most common answers were ‘expensive’, ‘creation of brine’ and ‘damage to marine

ecosystem/food chain'.

(V4
(b) State two disadvantages of dgaullnatlnn as a way of reducing water shortages.
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Examiner Comments

Two correct disadvantages of desalination have been identified = 2
marks.

(2)
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Question 5 (c)

The mean mark for this question was 1.76. The quality of the responses to this question were
very mixed, and it was clear which candidates had revised specific case studies and those
who had not. Many responses were vague and not case study specific, giving answers that
simply named ‘desalination’ or ‘hose pipe bans’ with no real link to a specific emerging or
developing country. Many candidates also gave a management technique but did not expand
and explain how this impacted the environment or people, limiting them to two marks.
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(c) Explain two ways a named emerging or developing country has attempted to
manage their water resources in a sustainable way.

(4)

Named emerging or developing country

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Two developed points (1+1) + (1+1) = 4 marks. The candidate has
supported each explanation with place-specific information, a
requirement for more than one mark to be awarded in each section.
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\_} Examiner Tip

Ensure that your case study knowledge is secure and can incorporate
specific examples of water management techniques where required to
do so.
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Question 5 (d)

The mean mark for this question was 3.04, but a disappointing 22% of candidates failed to
score on this question, with many ‘blank’ responses. Successful candidates focused on an
explicit case study (e.g. Las Vegas) with specifics around the large hotel chains as well as how
the government has shaped individual's views such as 'local people are encouraged to have
desert style gardens that are drought resistant and reduce water use. Over time more local
residents have become favourable to this and have changed their views to look after their
environment'. Other case studies included Coca-Cola and the impact they have on emerging
countries, such as India: 'Coca-Cola uses a large amount of water to produce drinks in. They
take this from local people and don't care about the impact, they only care about profit'. A
large number of responses were very general in their responses: 'organisations think X,
individuals think Y'. When talking about organisations, lots of candidates focused on
government viewpoints and schemes. Some responses only focused on 'extreme' viewpoints:
'Individuals in developed countries don't care and abuse water sources. People in developing
countries use only the smallest amount as they know the true value'. It appeared to provoke
passion in many.

(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and organisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of water resources.

{8)

WRIOped oML €9 cONnoAN Do o) e, ol SEring,
2 roar \1o8e. RS, fucgus, ( wote avown 2xceed) dewand\
_W\ﬂ MO QOI\M O\ 200 cOn W wel\on QQMVHQ&\MJ wY
£:0) COORMN, 00 ARAGL. RN sare. vk 30(:)0&. "‘ _
G NGRe N OON) . (I I PG, ‘ms mf)\n Lodtn. ‘(Qﬂ\b\j
,.Q%' Tkl 04 009 40 waf. gl to. oty Aoows OWRAN a4 T
(13m0 ) WOt 0 o M D) Wi 1 NN ekt SO
6%0&% V.00 0. @y mgoreat e ndnsine, Swdaat clofaes. MY
L4=Y MO\\’ng 20 ke 8. 20,00 Lot WOy, Wy m& |
Ay ot VR 2oy o \ndwine @y oIkl i
SLN0A SN M0 AL man) O reducd; lnd iy Duods 8
AR A s 9 Wadw e okiuiay. A oY ngeddo ik
TN i 9020,

-

(S S0NRn Q0N Cao\

75 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02



avownt o Wete, ined here, as Them 0O wol A IO -
um\*“a

WEN} Apowb Il raoniny 0WY.. Foo ey Wﬁdﬁ’ﬂ/% O lige...
e \naagh dm\ogm _ConItA need tO 1 wolr

JWMO}\ Cjof\m(/\, Al JM’/j e, Wo\@d@flcd' Tif... .
1wy W\mw ) oy N0 0 “vay O treini vigns 710 TV

IO
CE..IM ave. Jolwnik Yvesr.d dily WL, et}ﬂf@qo\r@"*Wn b

@I AL \oapn A CEN W anfy. 800 Q00 Paveyas 0
sl g i pgik]. SACcy, Nowe Wt e mar. e dic..
falp Towody neoy o veed Wy woit, &) Ty 1mpad bom .

e o\ ;@ﬁhﬂh
\d Sone o et o et /\afewew____
WAty e crad olvrs A0 ok (ol Wooial haut 4/ much a1

W 'LBSG’W\\‘\U"J\KM lef& (Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

<Z§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scored full marks (8) / top of Level 3. The candidate has
included a broad range of viewpoints from specific groups of
individuals and organisations, offering some insightful explanation
about why they have a certain viewpoint. The explanation is well-
developed throughout, and there is a balanced tone to the response.
Judgements have been made about the significance of different
viewpoints - a requirement of the command word 'assess'.
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(d) Assess the reasons why individuals and organisations may have different views
about the sustainable use of water resources.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scored 4 marks (i.e. a low Level 2). The candidate has
included a partial explanation of viewpoints held by 'individuals' and by
'organisations'. Whilst the ideas and reasoning is legitimate, it is quite
generic (i.e. refers to 'a company'). If the candidate had linked a
particular viewpoint to a named organisation or specific interest group
etc, it is likely that the response would have been lifted towards the top
of Level 2.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Candidate performance for the 1-mark and 2-mark ‘calculate’ questions was generally very
good; however, a significant proportion of candidates lost marks on some of the 2-mark
guestions because they failed to show all of their workings (i.e. missing out one step of the
calculation). It states on the front cover of the Question Paper that candidates ‘must show
all your working out..." - for example in Question 1(d)(i) the addition of 5.1 and 7.1 and the
division by 2, rather than merely writing the numbers in rank order.

e Ensure that candidates follow the instruction ‘use data in your answer’ where appropriate.
If this instruction is given, it means that one mark is allocated to the use of data, and this
can either be extracted from the resource, or ‘'manipulated’ (e.g. in Question 2(b)(iii), ".... a
difference of $35,000" or ‘5 times higher’ etc.)

e When writing a response to a question about causes or impacts, check which perspective
the answer needs to be written from. For example, in Question 1(c)(ii), a significant
number of candidates explained one positive impact of migration for the migrants rather
than on the city they had migrated to.

e On the 8-mark ‘extended open-response’ questions, candidates are required to offer more
than a description or explanation; for example, on questions 1(g) and 2(f) the command
word is ‘evaluate’ which means that both sides of the argument need to be considered,
and a conclusion making an overall judgement made. Similarly, on questions 4(d) and 5(d),
the command word is ‘assess’ which means that the relative significance/importance of
different viewpoints is expected to be included in the answer.

e Candidates should be able to define all the key geographical terminology in the detailed
content: For example, a knowledge of the terms ‘deindustrialisation’, ‘historical factors’,
‘soil erosion’, fracking and desalination were not fully grasped by a significant proportion
of candidates. Centres may wish to use the Glossary that is available on the website to
help reinforce the definitions of these terms (found under ‘Teaching and Learning
Materials - Guidance’). Interestingly, candidates tended to do quite well on the 4-mark
‘Explain two..." questions that targeted AO2+AO3 (i.e. resource-based), but not as well
where AO1+AQO2 (depth of knowledge and understanding) was targeted.

e Read through the question paper carefully: a significant number of candidates failed to
attempt the ‘complete the graph’ questions - was this possibly because they did not see
any ‘answer lines for these questions?

e Double-developed points are needed on the more challenging 3-mark ‘explain/suggest
one... questions. This was also an issue in the past, where there were a number of
instances on these types of questions where candidates struggled to develop an initial
point.
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e Centres are encouraged to use the past papers (from 2018-2023), Sample Assessment
Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of
the paper and question types - including the tackling of the 8-mark extended open
response questions. Centres should spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and
other support materials via the qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help
candidates become more familiar with the range of command words and how they are
attached to different Assessment Objectives.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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