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Introduction

This report is intended to provide an insight into candidate performance on Paper 1: The Physical
Environment component - in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what
went well and where common mistakes and under-performance were evident.

The structure of the paper remains the same and is outlined below; please note that this (and
future) question papers are based upon Issue 4 of the specification which has been published in
the past 12 months.

This paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks, up to 4 marks are awarded for
spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. The exam includes multiple-
choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and 8-mark extended writing
guestions. The exam command words which are used in this paper are defined on page 43 of the
specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives
(AOs).

In Section A (The Changing Landscapes of the UK), candidates are required to answer all the
guestions in Question 1. They are also required to have studied two optional sub-topics from a
choice of Coastal Landscapes and Processes, River Landscapes and Processes and Glacial Upland
Landscapes and Processes. Candidates are required to answer two questions from Questions 2, 3
and 4.

In Section B (Weather Hazards and Climate Change), candidates are required to answer all the
guestions (Questions 5 and 6). The 4 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of
specialist terminology were moved to the end of this section for the June 2024. This will continue
in future series.

In Section C (Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management), candidates are required to answer all
the questions (Question 7).

Many candidates demonstrated a good level of geographical knowledge and understanding
throughout the paper. They were able to develop their 'chain of explanation' well on higher tariff
questions and show that they are able to effectively interpret exam command words. The
calculation questions were answered well overall, although the percentage increase question
proved challenging for some candidates.

In terms of the 8 mark examine questions, candidates continue to show improvement overall in
using evidence from the figures to support their answers (AO4). However, there is still a tendency
among some candidates to write about 'textbook' features or landforms rather than the ones
shown in the figures. This is an area which should continue to be practised regularly by centres,
using the examples from this and previous reports as a guide.

In relation to the other two 8 mark questions, the assessment of application and interpretation
(AO3) once again appears to have proven challenging for some candidates. While candidates are
generally comfortable describing and explaining impacts and approaches, they are less confident
in making judgements about their relative scale or importance.

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work along with tips and comments for a
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selection of questions.

Question 1(b)

Most candidates were able to name a type of igneous rock. However, some candidates named a
metamorphic or sedimentary rock which was incorrect.

(b) Name one type of igneous rock.
(1)

nmn;'l’(
J

N
\/ '{ ResultsPlus
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has named granite as an example of an
igneous rock (1).

(b) Name one type of igneous rock.
(1}

marble

N
\/ { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. This candidate was not awarded a mark as they have
named an example of a metamorphic rock.
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Question 1(c)ii

This question required candidates to identify one feature of the relief of the landscape within the
identified grid square. This involved interpreting the contour lines within the square. It should be
noted that the ability to recognise physical and human geography features on 1: 25000 and 1:
50000 OS maps is one of the integrated skills listed below the subject content on page 8 of the
specification.

(ii) Identify one feature of the relief (shape of the land) in grid square 8951.
(1)

\ovae Ny )
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that there is a hill in the
grid square (1).

(i) Identify one feature of the relief (shape of the land) in grid square 8951.
(1)

.................................................................... N1 N o

\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 0 marks. This response was not awarded a mark as the
candidate has not written about a feature of the relief.

4  ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip

You will need to be able to interpret contour lines on an OS map.
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Question 1(d)

This question proved challenging for some candidates. Many candidates focused on the
formation of sedimentary rocks in ocean basins rather than the subsequent reasons for why
differential erosion takes place. One mark was available for identifying a characteristic of a
sedimentary rock which would explain why they often form lowland areas (eg softer or less
resistant) and the second mark was for an explanation of how this would then lead to less
erosion. Candidates could also get both marks by explaining why igneous rocks tend to form
upland areas, leaving the sedimentary rocks as lowland.

(d) Explain one reason why lowland areas are often made of sedimentary rocks.

Y. mode. of

 rocks because. | 12 _erode.
_______________________________ e lond” lower.

IN

~ '{ ResultsPlus
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that sedimentary rocks
erode more quickly (1) but has not explained why this is this case.

(d) Explain one reason why lowland areas are often made of sedimentary rocks.

N

N { ResultsPlus
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that sedimentary rocks
are soft (1) and has then gone on to explain that this means they are more easily eroded (1).
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Question 2(a)

While a minority of candidates were able to define the term 'traction’ clearly, many candidates did
not have accurate knowledge of this process. Some simply referred to the idea of material being
moved downstream by a river or along a coast by a wave. Other candidates were confused with
other transportation processes such as saltation. Centres should ensure that candidates are clear
about all the key terms from the specification and make sure that they can recall definitions.

2 Coastal landscapes are constantly being changed by different processes.

(a) Define the term traction.

.................. ECE}!SC{M&[ ! lnemﬂ«h35m/ a'd)efnfﬁepzzﬁonc
............... b Y.kl ﬂxa}] Sl Vemdes Mook

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has confused traction with attrition, an
erosional process.

2 Coastal landscapes are constantly being changed by different processes.

(a) Define the term traction.
(1)

d<oction 1S focus. bemg Lxons p@(&ed L\yjfo\ \’_19
_along Cyecoed. of Samoed

\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has provided a clear definition of traction
with the idea of the material being rolled along the river/sea bed (1).

Question 2(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to help
explain how mass movement had affected the cliff shown. One mark was reserved for this AO3
element which could have included recognising evidence from the figure that mass movement
had taken place (eg material collected at the base of the slope) or for identifying a mass
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movement process which may have affected this cliff (eg sliding or slumping). Many candidates
gained this mark, which was pleasing to see, but some then struggled to develop their answers
further. They could, for example, have explained how the identified process works. Another route
to the second mark would have been to identify a piece of evidence from the figure that mass
movement had taken place (AO3 mark) and then identified a mass movement process which
might have affected the cliff.

(b) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet
Suggest one way mass movement has affected this cliff.

You must use evidence from Figure 2a in your answer.

GBS Nt ... Joa>s /Z’caﬁﬂaf e
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that the cliff has moved
back (1) but there is no further development.

(b) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet

Suggest one way mass movement has affected this cliff.

You must use evidence from Figure 2a in your answer. :

(2) 3
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified sliding as a mass
movement process (1) and has then gone on to explain how sliding can be triggered by the

GCSE Geography A 1GAO0 01 7



cliff becoming saturated (1).

Question 2(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of
information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not
required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several
sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to
state a reason why coastal erosion can vary from place-to-place.

(c) State one reason why rates of coastal erosion vary from place to place in the UK.

\-\.

< / ResultsPlus
/'--‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate's answer that 'weather' is the reason for

variations is too vague. They would have needed to link it to the idea, for example, that wind
speed is a reason.

(c) State one reason why rates of coastal erosion vary from place to place in the UK.

m

\-\.

¥ / ResultsPlus
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This response was awarded 1 mark. They have identified geology as their reason (1).

Question 2(d)

The command word in this 8-mark question is 'examine' which requires candidates to break
something down into individual components/processes, say how they individually contribute to
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the question’s theme, and how the components and processes interrelate.

The level descriptors are the same for all the 'examine' questions (Q02(d), Q03(d) and Q04(d))
within this paper and also across all the papers in both GCSE Geography specifications. In the
case of these questions, the AOs which are being examined are AO3 (4 marks) and AO4 (4 marks).
To secure the AO4 marks, candidates are required to use geographical skills to extract
information from the figures in the resource booklet which will help them answer the question.

In the case of this particular question, relevant content relating to the AO4 marks could have
included identifying and describing the characteristics of the different beaches shown in the
figures (eg a shallow sloping sand beach and a steeper sloping shingle beach); providing the
location of the beaches using grid references; measuring the dimensions of the beaches; using
distance and direction to compare their relative locations or identifying the direction of the
prevailing wind. Credit for the AO4 elements was also given where the candidate had used the
information in the text boxes to support their answers and this had been developed further than
simply copying the text. It was pleasing to see many candidates making use of evidence from the
map and photo, but this is an area which still needs to be developed.

In relation to the AO3 marks, candidates were required to explain the processes involved in the
formation of the beaches shown in the figures. This part was done well by many candidates with
a good understanding shown of the processes involved in their formation. Some candidates also
extended their answers by considering the role of the harbour wall (The Cobb) and how this will
have interacted with physical processes to provide shelter to the sandy beach. Some candidates
suggested that there was a spit shown on the figures - they appear to have got confused with the
harbour wall. This was not credited.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 9



(d) Study Figures 2b and 2c¢ in the Resource Booklet.

Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of these beaches.

You must use evidence from Figures 2b and 2¢ in your answer.

T P T s 7
ey MM 27 f"
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 2 - 5 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of
evidence from the figures. This includes identifying some features of the beaches
(approximate length; some grid references; relative steepness). They have attempted to
integrate the evidence into the answer. They have also made some attempt to explain their
formation with reference to different wave types and the level of wave energy. Their
explanation is only a partial one and the sequence of formation is not that well developed.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring
distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01
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(d) Study Figures 2b and 2c in the Resource Booklet.

Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of these beaches.

You must use evidence from Figures 2b and 2c in your answer.
(8)
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This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks. The candidate has included a range of
evidence from the figures (eg identifying a range of contrasting beach characteristics; using
6 figure grid references to locate them; comparing their length and width; providing the
direction of the prevailing wind). They have used this information well to support their
explanation of the processes and the sequence involved in the formation of these beaches.
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Question 3(a)

As with Q02(a), only a minority of candidates were able to provide an accurate definition of the
key term in the question. Many candidates confused suspension with other transportation
processes while some candidates referred to a definition of an erosion process.

3 River landscapes are changed by different processes.

(a) Define the term suspension.

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has confused suspension with saltation.

3 River landscapes are changed by different processes.

(a) Define the term suspension.

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has the idea that sediment is being
carried in the river flow.

Question 3(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain
how this river was being managed using hard engineering. One mark was reserved for this AO3
element which could have included strategies such as channelisation or building up the banks.
These strategies needed to be evident in the figure. The second mark was for explaining how this
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strategy would help manage the river (eg increasing the speed of the river’s flow or increasing the
capacity of the channel).

(b) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest one way hard engineering is used to manage this river.

You must use evidence from Figure 3a in your answer,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although building a dam is a hard engineering
solution, it was not a method evident in the figure.

{b) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest one way hard engineering is used to manage this river.

You must use evidence from Figure 3a in your answer.
(2)

Ok S yiver 1o preveny.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified channelisation as an
example of a hard engineering strategy evident in the figure (1) and has then gone on to
explain that it helps move water faster downstream (1).
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Question 3(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of
information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not
required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. In the case of this question they
needed to state a reason why rivers usually become wider downstream.

(c) State one reason why rivers usually become wider downstream.
(1}

N '{ ResultsPlus
/‘--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although they have identified velocity as their reason
they have suggested that it is lower, rather than higher velocity which is the reason - which
is incorrect.

(c) State one reason why rivers usually become wider downstream.

N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. They have given more lateral erosion as their reason
which is correct (1).
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Question 3(d)

QO03(d) focused on the causes of the formation of the meanders and floodplain shown in the
figures. In terms of the AO4 marks, candidates were able to obtain a range of evidence from the
photograph, textboxes and OS map. Some candidates were able to gain a limited number of AO4
marks by mainly focusing on the information in the text boxes. This material was credited as long
as it was further developed to support their answer. The candidates who gained 3-4 of the AO4
marks were likely to have used evidence from both resources with map evidence being used (eg
direction of river flow; using grid references to locate features such as examples of river cliffs and
slip off slopes; using contour evidence to identify the wide floodplain).

In terms of the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain how the meanders and flood
plain had formed. This was done best when the candidates divided their answers up into
paragraphs focusing separately on the different features. While meanders were generally
explained well, the explanation of floodplain formation was more limited. A significant proportion
of candidates did not write about their formation at all while some answers simply focused on
what a floodplain is or what features are found, rather than explaining its formation. There were,
however, some very well developed answers where candidates were able to explain the role of
meander migration in their formation.
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(d) Study Figures 3b and 3c in the Resource Booklet.
Examine the role of ws in the formation of the__gg_d_ﬂa[n and

meanders,
T ————

You must use evidence from Figures 3b and 3c in your answer,
(8)
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This response was awarded Level 2 - 5 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of
evidence from the resources (mainly relating to features of the landforms such as deposited
material on the inside bend and the flat nature of the floodplain). They have included some
process explanation although this lacks depth. This response is stronger on the AO3
elements than AO4.

' ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring
distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.
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(d) Study Figures 3b and 3¢ in the Resource Booklet,

Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of the flood plain and
meanders.

You must use evidence from Figures 3b and 3¢ in your answer.
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This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks.
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The candidate has included a range of evidence from the figures (eg using grid references to
locate features on the map; measuring distances; describing features of the meanders and
flood plain). They have used this information well, to support their explanation of their
formation, which is clearly explained with a clear knowledge and understanding of sequence
and physical processes.
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Question 4(a)

As with the other 1-mark 'definition' questions on the paper, this question was poorly answered
by many candidates. Many candidates appeared to have no knowledge of what moraine is at all.
Some of these may have been candidates who made a rubric error and answered questions in
the Glaciation section even though they had not been taught this topic. Other candidates had
some idea that it involved sediment but often referred to it being transported by the glacier
rather than being deposited.

4 Avariety of processes shape glaciated upland landscapes.

(a) Define the term moraine. ~

" ' © (1)

N
\( { ResultsPlus
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This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has suggested that moraine is the
material being transported rather than deposited by a glacier which is incorrect.

4 A variety of processes shape glaciated upland landscapes.

(a) Define the term moraine.
(1)

N
\( { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given a clear definition (1).
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Question 4(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to help
explain how the truncated spur in the figure had been formed by a glacier. One mark was
reserved for this AO3 element which could have included identifying a feature of the truncated
spur (eg a steep cliff or an overhang) or for identifying the role of erosion/a named glacial
erosional process which may have formed this spur. Many candidates gained this mark, which
was pleasing to see, but some then struggled to develop their answers further. They could, for
example, have explained how the identified process worked. Another route to the second mark
would have been to identify a piece of evidence relating to a characteristic of the spur (AO3 mark)

and then identified an erosional process which might have led to its formation.

~

(b) Study Figure 4a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest one way that a glacier has led to the formation of this truncated spur.

You must use evidence from Figure 4a in your answer,
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified the role of erosion (1) but
there is no further development of this process or a link to a characteristic of the truncated

spur.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01
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(b) Study Figure 4a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest one way that a glacier has led to the formation of this truncated spur.

You must use evidence from Figure 4a in your answer,

(2)
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified the steep sided rock (1)
and has then linked this to the erosional power of a glacier (1).

Question 4(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of
information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not
required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several
sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to
state a reason why freezing and thawing of water can cause weathering. Some answers simply
stated that this is because water freezes which was not awarded a mark as it did not go beyond
what was written in the question.

(¢) State one reason why the freezing and thawing of water can cause weathering.
(1)

N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although the candidate has identified that freezing
water splits the rock they have not given the mechanism which causes this.
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(c) State one reason why the freezing and thawing of water can cause weathering.

when wokesr enter e
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that water expands when it
freezes (1).

Question 4(d)

In Q04(d), candidates could have included evidence extracted from the map (eg locating drumlins
using grid references; describing the direction of glacial movement and its relationship to the
orientation of the drumlins; measuring the dimensions of the drumlins) and from the photograph
(eg describing the main features of the drumlins). The information in the text boxes provided a
start for some candidates who otherwise struggled with this question. They would have been
awarded at least a mark for the AO4 elements if they developed the information in the text boxes
slightly.

In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain the role of both erosional
and depositional processes in the formation of the drumlins in the figures. While many
candidates were able to describe some features of the drumlins and had some idea that
deposition was involved many candidates were less clear about why the glacier deposited its load
and the role of subsequent glacial readvancement in the streamlining of the smoother
downstream side of the drumlin. Some candidates were clearly confused with the formation of
roche moutonees and while some of the processes in these answers were relevant they were,
inevitably, limited. However, there were some outstanding answers which showed a clear
understanding of the role of both erosional and depositional processes in their formation and
used evidence from the figures really well to explain the formation of the drumlins shown in the
figures rather than just providing a 'textbook' answer.
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(d) Study Figures 4b and 4c in the Resource Booklet.
Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of these drumlins.

You must use evidence from Figures 4b and 4c in your answer.
(8)
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\'/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of
evidence from the figures. This includes using contour lines to identify the fact that some of
the drumlins were formed in a valley and providing the direction of travel of the glacier. They
have some idea of the processes involved in their formation but the sequence of their
formation is not developed and their explanation does not go much beyond identifying the
role of deposition.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring
distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.
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(d) Study Figures 4b and 4c in the Resource Booklet.

Examine the role of physical processes in the formation of these drumlins

You must use evidence from Figures 4b and 4c in your answer.
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¢ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks. The candidate has included a range of
evidence from the figures (eg using grid references to locate some drumlins; measuring
their length; linking their orientation to the direction of glacial movement). They have used
this information well to support their explanation of the processes and sequence involved in

the formation of the drumlins.

Question 5(a)ii

This 2-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to explain why less heat is received at the
poles than the equator. While many candidates were able to show that they knew that the
incoming solar energy is more concentrated at the equator, some were unable to explain why
this was the case - in terms of the curvature of the earth's surface. A significant proportion of
candidates suggested that the reason is due to the relative distance to the sun which is incorrect.

(2)

(ii) Explain one reason why less heat is received at the poles than at the equator.
Ax,‘;ﬁ.{ Gl b poles..... e Aol k... C.Wktty I L, LA S TG
J.u\:' o e .‘e:;'—.rm.-:r-."..........(.c.'x.e’n.\-u.(ffr_.é..f_u P A | A ... a..,"{/u_(,d‘f{./" ...........................................
,

\.

N / ResultsPlus
/‘--". Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that the sun's energy is
less concentrated at the poles (1) but the reason they have given, linked to axial tilt, is

incorrect.
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(i) Explain one reason why less heat is received at the poles than at the equator.
(2)
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\(/K ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that the sun’s energy is
more concentrated at the equator (1) and has linked this to the curvature of the earth (1).

Question 5(b)

This 1 mark question required candidates to name an ocean current. A wide variety of possible
answers were awarded a mark.

S(-sh L\ Wi . B
(b) Name one ocean current,

(1)

North  Atatic  Dridt

\(/K ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. A named ocean current is given (1).
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Question 5(c)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that the prevailing
wind affects the UK's climate. A mark was awarded for identifying a characteristic of the prevailing
wind (eg its direction; place of origin; temperature or moisture content). The further two marks
were awarded for developing their ‘chain of explanation' making links between their initial
characteristic and how this affects the climate of the UK. For example, candidates were awarded
three marks if they stated that 'the prevailing wind arrives from the south west (1) picking up
moisture over the Atlantic Ocean (1) which leads to higher rainfall on the west coast of the UK (1)'.
In terms of the prevailing wind, it was accepted that although the UK's prevailing wind across the
year as a whole is from the south-west, the direction can vary over time and other directions were
credited.

(¢) The UK has a distinct climate.

Explain one way the prevailing wind affects the climate of the UK.
(3)

LT prvnlng. N maindy A0 (. JUUh HELE
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" / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-". Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that the prevailing wind is
mainly from the south-west (1). They have gone on to identify two separate development
points (picking up moisture and warmer temperatures in the south-west) but as these are
not clearly linked a maximum of 2 marks was awarded for this answer.
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(c) The UK has a distinct climate,

Explain one way the prevailing wind affects the climate of the UK.
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified the prevailing wind
coming from the south-west (1) carrying moisture from the ocean (1) leading to increased
rainfall in the south-west (1).

Pl
-

-~ /.Lk’ ResultsPlus
\_/

| Examiner Tip

ST |

In 'explain one' questions which are worth three marks, identify a valid factor or reason for
the first mark and then make two further explanatory points to gain the additional two
marks.
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Question 6(a)

This question required the candidates to state two pieces of evidence for natural climate change.
As the command word is 'state' the candidates did not need to develop their point through
explanation. Although 'temperature records' was awarded a mark, 'increasing temperatures' was

not as the question was asking for details of the actual source of evidence.

£ Y

2| 6 The global climate is changing due to both human and natural reasons.

(a) State two pieces of evidence for natural climate change.

1. l ce.. bubble;

¢l 2 Tree rlr'\s.;

(2)

N
\/ /i ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. A mark was awarded for tree rings (1) but 'ice bubbles'
was unclear so a mark was not awarded.

Examiner Tip

4 \ ResultsPlus
\

Where the command word is 'state', a short answer should be provided and further
explanation is not required.
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(a) State two pieces of evidence for natural climate change.

1..0Ce. cores

6 The global climate is changing due to both human and natural reasons.

(2)

N N A R R M N X K,

2. tree cnas
/

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The two marks were awarded for ice cores (1) and tree

rings (1).

34

GCSE Geography A 1GAO0 01



Question 6(b)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the range of solar energy shown in the
figure. The way the calculation questions are being marked has changed this year with two marks
being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates are still encouraged to show their
workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg they give the answer to the wrong
number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if the workings are correct.

\.

(b) Study Figure 6a in the Resource Booklet,
(i) Calculate the range of solar energy shown in Figure 6a.
Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

\36\-b- Y300\ = D

(2)

R \% ......... . Watts per m?

re

/ ResultsPlus

\(/'-—-‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the final answer is incorrect, the workings are
correct. They have misread the graph but because the numbers they have used are on the
graph this was awarded a mark as it shows they understand the calculation method.
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(b) Study Figure 6a in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Calculate the range of solar energy shown in Figure 6a.

R W U

Answer to one decimal place.

: You must show your working in the space below.
: (2)

Z 3¢l 3 =G

e A L P

|2 .. watts per m?

< / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-‘. Examiner Comments

This response was given 2 marks. The answer is correct (2).

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Make sure you check any requirements relating to how the final number should be given -
eg either as a whole number or to a certain number of decimal places.

Question 6(b)ii

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to suggest
how the variation in solar energy shown on the graph could be linked to changes in global
temperatures. One mark was reserved for the AO3 element which could have included using data
from the graph to show variations in the amount of solar energy. The second mark was then
awarded for making a link to possible changes in the global temperature. It is important to note
that candidates are guided to using evidence from the resource in the question where it is
required to be used.
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(i) Suggest one way the variation in solar energy might have affected global
temperatures between 1620 and 1720.

You must use evidence from Figure 6a in your answer.

S Y P RV T Y

2)
ANE 0L Lo YO N6 10000 \mO.h tnen
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified changes in the amount of
solar energy shown on the figure (1) but has not made the link to possible changes to the
global temperature.
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(i) Suggest one way the variation in solar energy might have affected global
temperatures between 1620 and 1720.

You must use evidence from Figure 6a in your answer.

N,
\( '{ ResultsPlus
/‘--.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified the low solar energy
between 1660-1700 (1) and has then made a link to the possible cooling of the global
climate during this period (1).

Question 6(c)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the percentage increase in the amount of
methane between 2010 and 2022. The way calculation questions are being marked has changed
this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates are
still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg
they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if
the workings are correct.
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(c) Methane is a greenhouse gas.
(i) Study Figure 6b in the Resource Booklet,

Calculate the percentage increase in the amount of methane in the
atmosphere between 2010 and 2022 shown in Figure 6b.

Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.
(2)

4 @00 =b-1

1or=g.\¥ 1 L E

q17.~0.0l%

SOl X b=0.10¥F
lFrotor= 19l
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&

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given the wrong answer (not to 1
decimal place) but has been awarded a mark for their workings which are correct.

——

P |

A

# i
'

M4\ ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip

Although workings are no longer required to gain full marks on calculation questions, it is
very good practice to give them. This is, in part, because even if you give the wrong final
answer (eg not to the required number of decimal places) you may still gain a mark for your
workings.
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(c) Methane is a greenhouse gas.
(i) Study Figure 6b in the Resource Booklet.

Calculate the percentage increase in the amount of methane in the
atmosphere between 2010 and 2022 shown in Figure 6b.

Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

) [4]-130- 0.0

Oy g 61
30

(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has given the correct answer - including
to the required number of decimal places (1).
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Question 6(c)ii

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of
information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not
required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. In the case of this question they
needed to state a reason for the increase in the amount of methane in the atmosphere. Most
candidates who were awarded a mark identified cattle farming as their reason. Candidates who
gave 'agriculture' as their answer were not awarded a mark as this was not specific enough as it is
rice/livestock farming which is responsible for the increased methane emissions.

(i) State one reason for the increase in the amount of methane in the
atmosphere.
(1)

Cai¥ie F’_U(Mlmol
~

s,
\' Y

¢ / ResultsPlus
/'--'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. Cattle farming (1) was given which is a correct reason.

(i) State one reason for the increase in the amount of methane in the
atmosphere.

(1)

%
b !

¢ / ResultsPlus
/--.". Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. This was not awarded a mark as 'agriculture' is not
specific enough as it is rice/ livestock farming, rather than all types of agriculture, which is
responsible for the increased methane emissions.

Question 6(d)ii

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of
information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not
required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several
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sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to
state a reason why some tropical cyclones lead to more deaths than others.

(i) State one reason why some tropical cyclones lead to more deaths than others.

(1)
ww Winds..

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The wind strength is a valid reason (1).

(ii) State one reason why some tropical cyclones lead to more deaths than others.
m

SOME oce ONorl. A€SYsochive WG oxnecs

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This was awarded 0 marks. A mark was not awarded for this answer as it does not actually
say why some storms are more destructive than others.
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Question 6(e)

This question required candidates to explain two responses to tropical cyclones shown in the two
photographs. The marks for this question were divided between two AO2 marks and two AO3
marks. The AO3 marks were reserved for the candidates being able to identify responses from
the resource. The AO2 marks were awarded for further development through explanation. This
could have involved them further developing how the identified response would have helped
people to recover from the tropical cyclone (eg 'water is provided (1) so that people don't drink
contaminated water' (1) or 'buildings are raised on stilts (1) to make them less vulnerable to
flooding in future cyclones' (1)).
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(e) Study Figures 6¢c and 6d in the Resource Booklet.
Explain two responses to tropical cyclones.

You must use evidence from Figures 6¢ and 6d in your answer.
(4)

Figure 6c
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. Figure 6¢ - although they have identified the provision
of a range of resources (eg food and water) (1) there is no further development so a
maximum of 1 mark is awarded for this part of the answer. Figure 6d - a mark was awarded
for the use of stronger materials for buildings (1) but there is no further development so a
maximum of 1 mark is awarded for this part of the answer.

P
Ay

. ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

On questions which are structured like this with two sections to the answer, make sure you
write two separate answers rather than combining them under one of the headings.
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(e) Study Figures 6c and 6d in the Resource Booklet.

Explain two[responseﬂo fropical cym%

You must use evidence from Figures 6¢ and 6d-in-your answer.

(4)

Figure 6¢
at&moﬂﬁfwmﬁpm’dv‘&M“"SUWWW*O“&L

Figure 6d
L ooildiny high.en. BN, To proven
B o T

.'\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 4 marks. Figure 6¢ - Other countries are providing aid (1) such as
water to deal with shortages (1). Figure 6d - building high on stilts (1) so prevents damage
from flooding (1).

-
A

~ 4 ResultsPlus
D

) Examiner Tip

'Explain' nearly always means 'say why'. Make sure your initial point is extended. Use
connectives such as 'this means that', 'this is because' or 'so'.

fdw«anm;wwmgyw
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Question 6(f)

The command word for this 8-mark question is 'assess'. This requires candidates to determine
the relative significance of something - giving consideration to all the elements being considered
and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the command word 'evaluate’, 'assess'
questions do not require candidates to write an overall conclusion. This question required
candidates to identify the named developed country they were going to write about. They are
required to have studied a named example as part of the specification. A small minority of
candidates wrote about a developing/emerging country which would have limited their marks
significantly.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to describe and explain the different impacts of
drought on both people and the environment. Most candidates did consider both these aspects
which was pleasing to see. The best answers were the ones which used a paragraph-based
structure with each paragraph focusing on a different impact. In the best answers, some detailed
and accurate case-study knowledge was used to support their explanation.

As mentioned above, as this is an 'assess' question, candidates are not required to write an
overall conclusion. However, if they write one and there is evidence of judgement within it, it is
credited. A good approach to ensuring that candidates secure the higher levels for the AO3
elements is to add judgement comments at the end of each paragraph about the relative
importance of the elements under consideration.

It is important to note that from the June 2024 series onwards, the 4 marks allocated for the
assessment of spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology (SPaG) have
been moved to this question from the 8-mark question at the end of Section C. This decision,
which was communicated to all centres, was taken because a significant minority of candidates
had not been writing anything for the 8-mark question in Section C - and were therefore also not
gaining any SPaG marks. This may have been because of time management issues but also
because the paper is designed for the level of difficulty to ramp up through the sections and
questions.
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(f) Assess theiifipie of drought on'pEGPIB andEEESYSIERTS in a named developed
country,

(8)

Named developed country
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 2 - 5 marks and 3 marks for SPaG. The candidate has
identified some relevant impacts but has only included a limited amount of located evidence
as supporting material. They have made some attempts to explain the impacts although this
is not in great depth. They have made some judgement statements but the AO3 elements
are weaker than AO2. In terms of SPaG, the spelling is accurate but there are some
punctuation errors. A range of specialist terminology is included.
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(f) Assess the impacts of drought on people and ecosystems in a named developed
country.

(8)
Named developed country
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks and 4 marks for SPaG. The candidate has
identified a number of impacts. They have used paragraphs to structure their answer which
makes the different impacts clear. They have used specific details from their named
example to support their answer. They have included judgements about the relative
importance of the impacts through their answer and have included further judgements in
their final paragraph. Their SPaG is consistently accurate and they have made good use of
specialist terminology.

/"-l '\'

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Including located information is useful to support your answer - moving away from a
'generic' response that could apply to any named country.
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Question 7(a)ii

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain
one way climate influences in the location of deserts. The first mark (AO3) was reserved for
identifying the location of deserts from the figure. The remaining two marks (AO2) were awarded
for explanation of this location. While the majority of deserts on the map are along the tropics,
there were some isolated examples on or near the equator. While the deserts along the tropics
are linked to the descending limbs of the Hadley and Ferell cells leading to the creation of high
pressure at the surface, the existence of deserts near the equator is linked largely to the impact
of the rain shadow effect. While most candidates approached their answers by explaining why
deserts were found in the location they had identified, it was also valid to explain why climate
characteristics mean that deserts are not found in particular locations.

(i) Explain one way climate influences the location of deserts.

You must use evidence from Figure 7a in your answer.

N
\/ / ResultsPlus

/'--‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that deserts are located
along the Tropic of Cancer (1) and has linked this to arid/dry conditions (1). However, there is
not any further development so the third mark was not awarded.
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(i) Explain one way climate influences the location of deserts.

You must use evidence from Figure 7a in your answer,

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified deserts as being located
along the tropics (1) and has then explained this in terms of high pressure (1) creating arid
conditions (1).

A
A
/"’ e

A ResultsPlus
\_:

) Examiner Tip

When answering resource based figures, make use of the labelling on the resources. In this
case, making use of the names of the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn would have
been useful.
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(i) Explain one way climate influences the location of deserts.

You must use evidence from Figure 7a in your answer.
(3)
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N
\/ { ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

This answer gained 3 marks.

Question 7(b)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the area of moorland in the UK using the
percentage of moorland and the total area of the UK. The way calculation questions are being
marked has changed this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown.
Candidates are still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong
answer (eg they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be
awarded if the workings are correct. In this question, although the correct answer was a whole
number, the candidates were required to give their answer to one decimal place. Many
candidates did not follow this instruction and lost a mark as a result.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 53



Moorland is an example of a UK terrestrial ecosystem.

(b) Study Figure 7b below.

The total area of the UK is 244,000 km”.
The percentage of the UK’s area which is moorland is 10.3%.

Figure 7b
Land use data for the UK

Answer to one decimal place.
You must show your working in the space below.

16.2%% = G.\03%
0.10% x 2HWO00 = 25152

B P A PP P P A P P N P P = P L AP PP AP P PP P PP P P i P P i g gt e e

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

(i) Use the data in Figure 7b to calculate the area of moorland in the UK.

(2)

7_6\?)1 km?

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate was not awarded 2 marks because they
did not give their answer to one decimal place as required by the question. They were

awarded one mark for correct workings.

P
Pl
Ay )

/\Vl ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Make sure you check all the instructions in the question carefully - including the number of

decimal places which you may be required to provide.
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Moorland is an example of a UK terrestrial ecosystem.
(b) Study Figure 7b below.

The total area of the UK is 244,000 km®.
The percentage of the UK's area which is moorland is 10.3%.

Figure 7b
Land use data for the UK
(i) Use the data in Figure 7b to calculate the area of moorland in the UK.
Answer tm decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

Lo x D103 T2

(2)

25132.0 .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has given the correct answer - including
to the required number of decimal places.
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Question 7(b)ii

This 1 mark question required candidates to name a terrestrial ecosystem other than the one
(moorland) already given. Some candidates gave 'moorland' as their answer which was not
awarded a mark.

(i) Name one other terrestrial ecosystem in the UK.
(1)

\'x / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although 'moorland' is an example of a terrestrial
ecosystem in the UK, this was not awarded a mark as the question asked candidates to
name 'one other' example - and moorlands is the ecosystem which was already part of
QO07(b).

(i) Name one other terrestrial ecosystem in the UK.

IRUERLaNQ

(1)

SRR

%

\'x / ResultsPlus
/'--'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. Heathlands (1) is a correct answer. They would also
have been awarded a mark if they had written 'heaths'.

Question 7(c)

This 2-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that plants are
adapted to the tropical rainforest environment. Most candidates were able to gain this mark. In
order to gain the second mark candidates needed to be able explain this adaptation further. For
example, 'buttress roots (1) help keep the tall trees stable (1)' or 'drip tips (1) allow leaves to shed
water quickly (1)'. Some candidates focused their answers on describing the environment in the
tropical rainforest rather than explaining an adaptation and were not awarded marks.
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Tropical rainforests have a high biodiversity.

(c) Explain one way plants have adapted to the environment in tropical rainforests.
(2)

..... DR R, J200a . NONE . O AN AL SR CER.... 505 RCh. SN, SR, ROGH A
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<{ < ResultsPlus
b/----.. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. This candidate has identified drip tip leaves (1) as their
adaptation and has gone on to explain that these allow 'water droplets to flow off' (1). They
have a further development point in terms of 'without breaking the leaf' but they had
already achieved full marks.

.-/. \-
-
-

- 4 ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

In 'explain one' questions which are worth two marks, identify a valid factor or reason for
the first mark and then make one further explanatory point to gain the additional mark.
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Tropical rainforests have a high biodiversity.

(c) Explain one way plants have adapted to the environment in tropical rainforests.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate had identified buttress roots as a valid
adaptation (1) but their development point in terms of absorbing nutrients from the soil is
incorrect in relation to the role of buttress roots.
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Question 7(d)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that climate change
threatens the biodiversity of tropical rainforests. The initial mark was awarded for identifying a
way that climate change may threaten biodiversity (eg warmer/colder or wetter/drier). Most
candidates were able to gain this mark. Candidates who scored two or three marks were able to
develop their 'chain of explanation' making links between this initial change and the resulting
threat to biodiversity. For example, candidates were awarded three marks if they stated that
'climate change can lead to higher temperatures (1) which some plants cannot adapt to quickly
enough (1) so they may die out (1)". If a candidate identified two or more reasons, the section of
their response with the most linked explanation points was the one which was credited.

{ N &

(d) Explain one way climate change threatens the biodiversity of tropical rainforests,
(3)
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/--.‘: Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that climate change is
leading to increased temperatures (1) which means that species may not be able to survive
(1). However, there is not any further development so a maximum of two marks was
awarded.
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(d) Explain one way climate change threatens the biodiversity of tropical rainforests.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that climate change is
leading to higher temperatures (1) which may lead to forest fires (1) resulting in the death of
animals (1).

-
e

~ 4 ResultsPlus
D

) Examiner Tip

Make use of linking words in your answers such as 'because’, 'therefore' or 'so'. These are
helpful in 'explain' questions because they identify that one thing leads to another.

60

GCSE Geography A 1GAO0 01



Question 7(e)i

This question required candidates to identify the year with the largest tropical rainforest loss. The
vast majority of candidates got this question right. A very small number of candidates gave the
amount of rainforest which was lost in that year. This was only awarded a mark if they also gave
the year in their answer.

(e) Study Figure 7c in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Identify the year with the largest tropical rainforest loss in Brazil.

23. %0 B |

,
\ Y,

N / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-". Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has given the amount of forest loss in
2016 and not the year.

-
(e) Study Figure 7c in the Resource Booklet. PAWN LIV

(i) Identify the year with the largest tropical rainforest loss in Brazil.

10\6

%
b Y,

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response was given 1 mark. The correct answer has been given.

Question 7(e)ii

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the mean annual tropical rainforest loss
using the eight figures in the table. The way the calculation questions are being marked has
changed this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates
are still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg
they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if
the workings are correct. In the case of this question, if candidates had given the wrong
answer (eg not to one decimal place) the candidates had to show that they had added up the
numbers and divided by 8 to be awarded the workings mark.
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Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working in the space below.

135140 - ¢

(i) Calculate the mean annual tropical rainforest loss between 2015 and 2022.

(2)

l 6 ?4 ?‘_;2 km?

a\___
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The answer provided by the candidate is incorrect but
their workings are correct (1). The candidate has not rounded their final answer up correctly.
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(i) Calculate the mean annual tropical rainforest loss between 2015 and 2022.
Answer to one decimal place,

You must show your working in the space below.

37290
418 300 135190 = 3 =16899.8
+1130°
, 1350°

, 1350° 16898.8

(2)

» 170°°
«15500
*\750

5199

B3

km

2

\( / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The answer given is correct (2).

Question 7(f)

PRSI AN T A S

This 3-mark question required the candidates to explain one reason for deforestation in tropical
rainforests. The initial mark was awarded for identifying a valid reason and most candidates were
able to gain this mark. Candidates who scored two or three marks were able to develop their
'chain of explanation' further developing their reason for deforestation. For example, candidates
were awarded three marks if they stated that 'land is being converted to farmland (1) with crops
being planted (1) which are being used to feed a growing population' (1). If a candidate identified
two or more reasons, the section of their response with the most linked explanation points was

the one which was credited.
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(f) Explain one reason for deforestation in tropical rainforests.
(3)

Mermmmonwm\ae_CMsmba

L0 ALSe L AS. O S SOMEEL. . Lo At adon.d.... 8.5

buswdina OO OLLS

AN
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that forests are being cut
down to provide timber (1) which is being used as firewood/building material (1). Note that
although they have written two ways timber is being used this is only credited as one mark
for development.

(f) Explain one reason for deforestation in tropical rainforests.

A R AT A
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that farms are being
developed (1) due to a rising demand for food (1) caused by an increasing population (1).
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Question 7(g)i

This 1 mark question involved identifying the largest nutrient store shown in the nutrient cycle
(Gersmehl) model for an area of deciduous woodland. The command word for the question was
'name’' so a one word answer was all that was required.

(g) Deciduous woodlands show a range of features.
Study Figure 7d in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Identify the largest nutrient store.

So.|

\.

N / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has given an incorrect answetr.

(g) Deciduous woodlands show a range of features.
Study Figure 7d in the Resource Booklet.

(i) Identify the largest nutrient store:
(1)

I\'.

N / ResultsPlus
/--.". Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given biomass (1) as their answer
which is correct. While most candidates were able to spell biomass correctly some misspelt
it (eg only writing one 's'). These answers were given a mark.

Question 7(g)ii

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain
one impact of deforestation on the nutrient cycle in deciduous woodlands. One mark was
reserved for the AO3 element which involved identifying a change from the diagram (eg less leaf-
fall). The remaining two marks were awarded for further development of this initial impact. Many
candidates continued to use the figure, making further reference to other changes in the cycle as
a result of this initial change which was completely valid.
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(i) Explain one impact of deforestation on the nutrient cycle in deciduous
woodlands.

You must use evidence from Figure 7d in your answer.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified from the figure that
deforestation will lead to less leaf-fall (1) and that this will lead to the size of the litter (store)
shrinking (1). They have not, however, developed a further link in their 'chain of explanation’
so a third mark was not awarded.
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(i) Explain one impact of deforestation on the nutrient cycle in deciduous
woodlands.

You must use evidence from Figure 7d in your answer.
(3)

Deferegiabien ap frees 1l ceduce W biomoss
m conscl u&(’x oo \ess [@Fﬁﬂ( a3 shacon (n
L. Thes neans M—M |\ ler 8(—9r€w‘{(be(ggg Le,
(&8 As Acten uD}LG‘ECuf as sbewsnin Fh

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that the biomass store
will get smaller (1) which means less leaf-fall (1) and a smaller litter store (1). They have
made a further linked point but as they have already achieved full marks these do not gain
them any additional marks.

A
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\) \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

If the question asks you to use evidence from the resource, make sure that you do so.
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Question 7(h)

As with QO06(f), the command word for this question was 'assess'. This requires candidates to
determine the relative significance of something - giving consideration to all the elements being
considered and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the command word
'evaluate’, 'assess' questions do not require candidates to write an overall conclusion. This
question required candidates to identify the named region of deciduous woodland they were
writing about. They are required to have studied a named example as part of the specification. A
small minority of candidates wrote about a region of tropical rainforest which would have limited
their marks significantly.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to explain how different approaches have been
used to sustainably manage a region of deciduous woodland. While there was some located
detail this was often lacking in many answers which were often quite generalised, even where a
named region had been given at the start of the question. The best answers were the ones which
used a paragraph-based structure with each paragraph focusing on a different approach.

In relation to the AO3 elements, the best answers made use of judgement comments at the end
of each paragraph where they qualified the importance and/or scale of the causes. In terms of
'assess' we are really looking for candidates to rank the different approaches to identify which is
the most to least important and to be able to support this judgement with evidence. While an
overall conclusion is not required with an 'assess' question it can be used to help rank the relative
importance. Making qualifying judgements about their importance (eg 'more significant', 'greater
success') is also a valid way to approach the AO3 elements.
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(h) Assess the success of the different approaches to the sustainable management of
deciduous woodlands in a named region.
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks. The response is focused on the question and
the candidate has provided a valid named region of deciduous woodland. There are some
examples of approaches being used but there is only limited located detail. There is some
explanation of how the approaches are being implemented but only limited judgements.
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(h) Assess the success of the different approaches to the sustainable management of
deciduous woodlands in a named region.

Named region WW
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks. The response is clearly focused on the
question and has used paragraphs to structure the answer. A range of approaches is
identified and these are well explained. There is good supporting evidence, including some
located detail, and a range of key terms is included. Judgements about the relative
importance of the causes have also been included so this is a real strength of this answer.
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Examiner Tip

A

Make sure that you make judgements about the relative importance of the impacts you are
writing about through your answer. This could include a sentence at the end of each
paragraph as well as a final concluding paragraph.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Ensure that you are familiar with the command words used in the specification.

+ Candidates should be reminded that 'assess' questions require evidence to determine the
relative importance of the reasons/factors under consideration in the question. While they do
not require an overall concluding paragraph, candidates need to make judgements about the
relative importance of the reasons/ factors through their response.

* These questions also often require candidates to include case study knowledge in their
answers with questions often being worded to focus on specific locations or types of
environment.

* In the 'examine' questions in Section A, candidates must use evidence from the figures in
their answers rather than simply repeating what they have learnt and revised. The
information extracted from the resources should be used to support the answers.

+ There will always be questions which require candidates to perform a calculation (AO4). It is
essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to read the
question carefully. For example, if the question states that they give their answer to one
decimal place, it is important that they do so.

+ Developed points are needed on 2 or 3 mark 'explain' questions. This should include making
an initial point in response to the question which should then be developed through the
'chain of explanation'. Only the most well-developed point and its links will be credited. If a
candidate makes several points, each of which are not developed, this may limit the mark
they are awarded.

+ There are some 'explain' and 'suggest' questions which require candidates to use a resource.
They should ensure that their answers to these questions include evidence from these
resources to gain the AO3 marks.

* Ensure that candidates read each question carefully and whilst the command word is
important, make sure that candidates also focus on other words in the question.

+ Candidates should be given plenty of practice with resource-based questions in their exam
preparations.

* The latest version of the specification is version 4 and this is the one which should be used.

« Centres are encouraged to use the past papers (from 2018-2025), Sample Assessment
Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of the
paper and question types - including the tackling of the 8-mark extended open response
questions. Centres should spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and other
support materials via the qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates
become more familiar with the range of command words and how they are attached to
different Assessment Objectives
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

74 GCSE Geography A 1GAO0 01


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



	Examiners' Report GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01
	Introduction
	Question 1(b)
	Question 1(c)ii
	Question 1(d)
	Question 2(a)
	Question 2(b)
	Question 2(c)
	Question 2(d)
	Question 3(a)
	Question 3(b)
	Question 3(c)
	Question 3(d)
	Question 4(a)
	Question 4(b)
	Question 4(c)
	Question 4(d)
	Question 5(a)ii
	Question 5(b)
	Question 5(c)
	Question 6(a)
	Question 6(b)i
	Question 6(b)ii
	Question 6(c)i
	Question 6(c)ii
	Question 6(d)ii
	Question 6(e)
	Question 6(f)
	Question 7(a)ii
	Question 7(b)i
	Question 7(b)ii
	Question 7(c)
	Question 7(d)
	Question 7(e)i
	Question 7(e)ii
	Question 7(f)
	Question 7(g)i
	Question 7(g)ii
	Question 7(h)
	Paper Summary

	Grade boundaries

