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Introduction

This report is intended to provide an insight into candidate performance on Paper 1: The Physical

Environment component – in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what

went well and where common mistakes and under-performance were evident.

The structure of the paper remains the same and is outlined below; please note that this (and

future) question papers are based upon Issue 4 of the specification which has been published in

the past 12 months.

This paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks, up to 4 marks are awarded for

spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. The exam includes multiple-

choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and 8-mark extended writing

questions. The exam command words which are used in this paper are defined on page 43 of the

specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives

(AOs).

In Section A (The Changing Landscapes of the UK), candidates are required to answer all the

questions in Question 1. They are also required to have studied two optional sub-topics from a

choice of Coastal Landscapes and Processes, River Landscapes and Processes and Glacial Upland

Landscapes and Processes. Candidates are required to answer two questions from Questions 2, 3

and 4.

In Section B (Weather Hazards and Climate Change), candidates are required to answer all the

questions (Questions 5 and 6). The 4 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of

specialist terminology were moved to the end of this section for the June 2024. This will continue

in future series.

In Section C (Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management), candidates are required to answer all

the questions (Question 7).

Many candidates demonstrated a good level of geographical knowledge and understanding

throughout the paper. They were able to develop their 'chain of explanation' well on higher tariff

questions and show that they are able to effectively interpret exam command words. The

calculation questions were answered well overall, although the percentage increase question

proved challenging for some candidates.

In terms of the 8 mark examine questions, candidates continue to show improvement overall in

using evidence from the figures to support their answers (AO4). However, there is still a tendency

among some candidates to write about 'textbook' features or landforms rather than the ones

shown in the figures. This is an area which should continue to be practised regularly by centres,

using the examples from this and previous reports as a guide.

In relation to the other two 8 mark questions, the assessment of application and interpretation

(AO3) once again appears to have proven challenging for some candidates. While candidates are

generally comfortable describing and explaining impacts and approaches, they are less confident

in making judgements about their relative scale or importance.

This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work along with tips and comments for a
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selection of questions.

Question 1(b)

Most candidates were able to name a type of igneous rock. However, some candidates named a

metamorphic or sedimentary rock which was incorrect.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has named granite as an example of an

igneous rock (1).

This response was awarded 0 marks. This candidate was not awarded a mark as they have

named an example of a metamorphic rock.
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Question 1(c)ii

This question required candidates to identify one feature of the relief of the landscape within the

identified grid square. This involved interpreting the contour lines within the square. It should be

noted that the ability to recognise physical and human geography features on 1: 25000 and 1:

50000 OS maps is one of the integrated skills listed below the subject content on page 8 of the

specification.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that there is a hill in the

grid square (1).

This candidate was awarded 0 marks. This response was not awarded a mark as the

candidate has not written about a feature of the relief.

You will need to be able to interpret contour lines on an OS map.
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Question 1(d)

This question proved challenging for some candidates. Many candidates focused on the

formation of sedimentary rocks in ocean basins rather than the subsequent reasons for why

differential erosion takes place. One mark was available for identifying a characteristic of a

sedimentary rock which would explain why they often form lowland areas (eg softer or less

resistant) and the second mark was for an explanation of how this would then lead to less

erosion. Candidates could also get both marks by explaining why igneous rocks tend to form

upland areas, leaving the sedimentary rocks as lowland.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that sedimentary rocks

erode more quickly (1) but has not explained why this is this case.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that sedimentary rocks

are soft (1) and has then gone on to explain that this means they are more easily eroded (1).
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Question 2(a)

While a minority of candidates were able to define the term 'traction' clearly, many candidates did

not have accurate knowledge of this process. Some simply referred to the idea of material being

moved downstream by a river or along a coast by a wave. Other candidates were confused with

other transportation processes such as saltation. Centres should ensure that candidates are clear

about all the key terms from the specification and make sure that they can recall definitions.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has confused traction with attrition, an

erosional process.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has provided a clear definition of traction

with the idea of the material being rolled along the river/sea bed (1).

Question 2(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to help

explain how mass movement had affected the cliff shown. One mark was reserved for this AO3

element which could have included recognising evidence from the figure that mass movement

had taken place (eg material collected at the base of the slope) or for identifying a mass
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movement process which may have affected this cliff (eg sliding or slumping). Many candidates

gained this mark, which was pleasing to see, but some then struggled to develop their answers

further. They could, for example, have explained how the identified process works. Another route

to the second mark would have been to identify a piece of evidence from the figure that mass

movement had taken place (AO3 mark) and then identified a mass movement process which

might have affected the cliff.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that the cliff has moved

back (1) but there is no further development.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified sliding as a mass

movement process (1) and has then gone on to explain how sliding can be triggered by the
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cliff becoming saturated (1).

Question 2(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of

information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not

required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several

sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to

state a reason why coastal erosion can vary from place-to-place.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate’s answer that 'weather' is the reason for

variations is too vague. They would have needed to link it to the idea, for example, that wind

speed is a reason.

This response was awarded 1 mark. They have identified geology as their reason (1).

Question 2(d)

The command word in this 8-mark question is 'examine' which requires candidates to break

something down into individual components/processes, say how they individually contribute to
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the question’s theme, and how the components and processes interrelate.

The level descriptors are the same for all the 'examine' questions (Q02(d), Q03(d) and Q04(d))

within this paper and also across all the papers in both GCSE Geography specifications. In the

case of these questions, the AOs which are being examined are AO3 (4 marks) and AO4 (4 marks).

To secure the AO4 marks, candidates are required to use geographical skills to extract

information from the figures in the resource booklet which will help them answer the question.

In the case of this particular question, relevant content relating to the AO4 marks could have

included identifying and describing the characteristics of the different beaches shown in the

figures (eg a shallow sloping sand beach and a steeper sloping shingle beach); providing the

location of the beaches using grid references; measuring the dimensions of the beaches; using

distance and direction to compare their relative locations or identifying the direction of the

prevailing wind. Credit for the AO4 elements was also given where the candidate had used the

information in the text boxes to support their answers and this had been developed further than

simply copying the text. It was pleasing to see many candidates making use of evidence from the

map and photo, but this is an area which still needs to be developed.

In relation to the AO3 marks, candidates were required to explain the processes involved in the

formation of the beaches shown in the figures. This part was done well by many candidates with

a good understanding shown of the processes involved in their formation. Some candidates also

extended their answers by considering the role of the harbour wall (The Cobb) and how this will

have interacted with physical processes to provide shelter to the sandy beach. Some candidates

suggested that there was a spit shown on the figures – they appear to have got confused with the

harbour wall. This was not credited.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 9



10 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of

evidence from the figures. This includes identifying some features of the beaches

(approximate length; some grid references; relative steepness). They have attempted to

integrate the evidence into the answer. They have also made some attempt to explain their

formation with reference to different wave types and the level of wave energy. Their

explanation is only a partial one and the sequence of formation is not that well developed.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring

distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks. The candidate has included a range of

evidence from the figures (eg identifying a range of contrasting beach characteristics; using

6 figure grid references to locate them; comparing their length and width; providing the

direction of the prevailing wind). They have used this information well to support their

explanation of the processes and the sequence involved in the formation of these beaches.
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Question 3(a)

As with Q02(a), only a minority of candidates were able to provide an accurate definition of the

key term in the question. Many candidates confused suspension with other transportation

processes while some candidates referred to a definition of an erosion process.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has confused suspension with saltation.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has the idea that sediment is being

carried in the river flow.

Question 3(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain

how this river was being managed using hard engineering. One mark was reserved for this AO3

element which could have included strategies such as channelisation or building up the banks.

These strategies needed to be evident in the figure. The second mark was for explaining how this
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strategy would help manage the river (eg increasing the speed of the river’s flow or increasing the

capacity of the channel).

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although building a dam is a hard engineering

solution, it was not a method evident in the figure.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified channelisation as an

example of a hard engineering strategy evident in the figure (1) and has then gone on to

explain that it helps move water faster downstream (1).
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Question 3(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of

information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not

required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. In the case of this question they

needed to state a reason why rivers usually become wider downstream.

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although they have identified velocity as their reason

they have suggested that it is lower, rather than higher velocity which is  the reason - which

is incorrect.

This response was awarded 1 mark. They have given more lateral erosion as their reason

which is correct (1).
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Question 3(d)

Q03(d) focused on the causes of the formation of the meanders and floodplain shown in the

figures. In terms of the AO4 marks, candidates were able to obtain a range of evidence from the

photograph, textboxes and OS map. Some candidates were able to gain a limited number of AO4

marks by mainly focusing on the information in the text boxes. This material was credited as long

as it was further developed to support their answer. The candidates who gained 3-4 of the AO4

marks were likely to have used evidence from both resources with map evidence being used (eg

direction of river flow; using grid references to locate features such as examples of river cliffs and

slip off slopes; using contour evidence to identify the wide floodplain).

In terms of the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain how the meanders and flood

plain had formed. This was done best when the candidates divided their answers up into

paragraphs focusing separately on the different features. While meanders were generally

explained well, the explanation of floodplain formation was more limited. A significant proportion

of candidates did not write about their formation at all while some answers simply focused on

what a floodplain is or what features are found, rather than explaining its formation. There were,

however, some very well developed answers where candidates were able to explain the role of

meander migration in their formation.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of

evidence from the resources (mainly relating to features of the landforms such as deposited

material on the inside bend and the flat nature of the floodplain). They have included some

process explanation although this lacks depth. This response is stronger on the AO3

elements than AO4.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring

distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.
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This response was awarded Level 3 - 8 marks.

The candidate has included a range of evidence from the figures (eg using grid references to

locate features on the map; measuring distances; describing features of the meanders and

flood plain). They have used this information well, to support their explanation of their

formation, which is clearly explained with a clear knowledge and understanding of sequence

and physical processes.
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Question 4(a)

As with the other 1-mark 'definition' questions on the paper, this question was poorly answered

by many candidates. Many candidates appeared to have no knowledge of what moraine is at all.

Some of these may have been candidates who made a rubric error and answered questions in

the Glaciation section even though they had not been taught this topic. Other candidates had

some idea that it involved sediment but often referred to it being transported by the glacier

rather than being deposited.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has suggested that moraine is the

material being transported rather than deposited by a glacier which is incorrect.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given a clear definition (1).
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Question 4(b)

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to help

explain how the truncated spur in the figure had been formed by a glacier. One mark was

reserved for this AO3 element which could have included identifying a feature of the truncated

spur (eg a steep cliff or an overhang) or for identifying the role of erosion/a named glacial

erosional process which may have formed this spur. Many candidates gained this mark, which

was pleasing to see, but some then struggled to develop their answers further. They could, for

example, have explained how the identified process worked. Another route to the second mark

would have been to identify a piece of evidence relating to a characteristic of the spur (AO3 mark)

and then identified an erosional process which might have led to its formation.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified the role of erosion (1) but

there is no further development of this process or a link to a characteristic of the truncated

spur.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified the steep sided rock (1)

and has then linked this to the erosional power of a glacier (1).

Question 4(c)

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of

information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not

required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several

sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to

state a reason why freezing and thawing of water can cause weathering. Some answers simply

stated that this is because water freezes which was not awarded a mark as it did not go beyond

what was written in the question.

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although the candidate has identified that freezing

water splits the rock they have not given the mechanism which causes this.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that water expands when it

freezes (1).

Question 4(d)

In Q04(d), candidates could have included evidence extracted from the map (eg locating drumlins

using grid references; describing the direction of glacial movement and its relationship to the

orientation of the drumlins; measuring the dimensions of the drumlins) and from the photograph

(eg describing the main features of the drumlins). The information in the text boxes provided a

start for some candidates who otherwise struggled with this question. They would have been

awarded at least a mark for the AO4 elements if they developed the information in the text boxes

slightly.

In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain the role of both erosional

and depositional processes in the formation of the drumlins in the figures. While many

candidates were able to describe some features of the drumlins and had some idea that

deposition was involved many candidates were less clear about why the glacier deposited its load

and the role of subsequent glacial readvancement in the streamlining of the smoother

downstream side of the drumlin. Some candidates were clearly confused with the formation of

roche moutonees and while some of the processes in these answers were relevant they were,

inevitably, limited. However, there were some outstanding answers which showed a clear

understanding of the role of both erosional and depositional processes in their formation and

used evidence from the figures really well to explain the formation of the drumlins shown in the

figures rather than just providing a 'textbook' answer.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 4 marks. The candidate has included a limited range of

evidence from the figures. This includes using contour lines to identify the fact that some of

the drumlins were formed in a valley and providing the direction of travel of the glacier. They

have some idea of the processes involved in their formation but the sequence of their

formation is not developed and their explanation does not go much beyond identifying the

role of deposition.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-mark questions you

answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could include using grid references; measuring

distance and direction and using contours to interpret the relief.

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 27



28 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks. The candidate has included a range of

evidence from the figures (eg using grid references to locate some drumlins; measuring

their length; linking their orientation to the direction of glacial movement). They have used

this information well to support their explanation of the processes and sequence involved in

the formation of the drumlins.

Question 5(a)ii

This 2-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to explain why less heat is received at the

poles than the equator. While many candidates were able to show that they knew that the

incoming solar energy is more concentrated at the equator, some were unable to explain why

this was the case - in terms of the curvature of the earth’s surface. A significant proportion of

candidates suggested that the reason is due to the relative distance to the sun which is incorrect.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified that the sun’s energy is

less concentrated at the poles (1) but the reason they have given, linked to axial tilt, is

incorrect.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that the sun’s energy is

more concentrated at the equator (1) and has linked this to the curvature of the earth (1).

Question 5(b)

This 1 mark question required candidates to name an ocean current. A wide variety of possible

answers were awarded a mark.

This response was awarded 1 mark. A named ocean current is given (1).
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Question 5(c)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that the prevailing

wind affects the UK’s climate. A mark was awarded for identifying a characteristic of the prevailing

wind (eg its direction; place of origin; temperature or moisture content). The further two marks

were awarded for developing their 'chain of explanation' making links between their initial

characteristic and how this affects the climate of the UK. For example, candidates were awarded

three marks if they stated that 'the prevailing wind arrives from the south west (1) picking up

moisture over the Atlantic Ocean (1) which leads to higher rainfall on the west coast of the UK (1)'.

In terms of the prevailing wind, it was accepted that although the UK’s prevailing wind across the

year as a whole is from the south-west, the direction can vary over time and other directions were

credited.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that the prevailing wind is

mainly from the south-west (1). They have gone on to identify two separate development

points (picking up moisture and warmer temperatures in the south-west) but as these are

not clearly linked a maximum of 2 marks was awarded for this answer.
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified the prevailing wind

coming from the south-west (1) carrying moisture from the ocean (1) leading to increased

rainfall in the south-west (1).

In 'explain one' questions which are worth three marks, identify a valid factor or reason for

the first mark and then make two further explanatory points to gain the additional two

marks.
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Question 6(a)

This question required the candidates to state two pieces of evidence for natural climate change.

As the command word is 'state' the candidates did not need to develop their point through

explanation. Although 'temperature records' was awarded a mark, 'increasing temperatures' was

not as the question was asking for details of the actual source of evidence.

This response was awarded 1 mark. A mark was awarded for tree rings (1) but 'ice bubbles'

was unclear so a mark was not awarded.

Where the command word is 'state', a short answer should be provided and further

explanation is not required.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The two marks were awarded for ice cores (1) and tree

rings (1).
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Question 6(b)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the range of solar energy shown in the 
figure. The way the calculation questions are being marked has changed this year with two marks 
being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates are still encouraged to show their 

workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg they give the answer to the wrong 

number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if the workings are correct.

This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the final answer is incorrect, the workings are

correct. They have misread the graph but because the numbers they have used are on the

graph this was awarded a mark as it shows they understand the calculation method.
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This response was given 2 marks. The answer is correct (2).

Make sure you check any requirements relating to how the final number should be given -

eg either as a whole number or to a certain number of decimal places.

Question 6(b)ii

This 2-mark 'suggest' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to suggest

how the variation in solar energy shown on the graph could be linked to changes in global

temperatures. One mark was reserved for the AO3 element which could have included using data

from the graph to show variations in the amount of solar energy. The second mark was then

awarded for making a link to possible changes in the global temperature. It is important to note

that candidates are guided to using evidence from the resource in the question where it is

required to be used.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has identified changes in the amount of

solar energy shown on the figure (1) but has not made the link to possible changes to the

global temperature.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified the low solar energy 
between 1660-1700 (1) and has then made a link to the possible cooling of the global 
climate during this period (1).

Question 6(c)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the percentage increase in the amount of 
methane between 2010 and 2022. The way calculation questions are being marked has changed 
this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates are 

still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg 

they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if 

the workings are correct.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given the wrong answer (not to 1

decimal place) but has been awarded a mark for their workings which are correct.

Although workings are no longer required to gain full marks on calculation questions, it is

very good practice to give them. This is, in part, because even if you give the wrong final

answer (eg not to the required number of decimal places) you may still gain a mark for your

workings.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has given the correct answer - including

to the required number of decimal places (1).
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Question 6(c)ii

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of

information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not

required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. In the case of this question they

needed to state a reason for the increase in the amount of methane in the atmosphere. Most

candidates who were awarded a mark identified cattle farming as their reason. Candidates who

gave 'agriculture' as their answer were not awarded a mark as this was not specific enough as it is

rice/livestock farming which is responsible for the increased methane emissions.

This response was awarded 1 mark. Cattle farming (1) was given which is a correct reason.

This response was awarded 0 marks. This was not awarded a mark as 'agriculture' is not

specific enough as it is rice/ livestock farming, rather than all types of agriculture, which is

responsible for the increased methane emissions.

Question 6(d)ii

The command word for this question was 'state'. This required candidates to recall a piece of

information in relation to the question. It was only a 1 mark question and candidates were not

required to develop their answer beyond giving the reason. Some candidates wrote several
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sentences for their answer which was not necessary. In the case of this question they needed to

state a reason why some tropical cyclones lead to more deaths than others.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The wind strength is a valid reason (1).

This was awarded 0 marks. A mark was not awarded for this answer as it does not actually

say why some storms are more destructive than others.
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Question 6(e)

This question required candidates to explain two responses to tropical cyclones shown in the two

photographs. The marks for this question were divided between two AO2 marks and two AO3

marks. The AO3 marks were reserved for the candidates being able to identify responses from

the resource. The AO2 marks were awarded for further development through explanation. This

could have involved them further developing how the identified response would have helped

people to recover from the tropical cyclone (eg 'water is provided (1) so that people don’t drink

contaminated water' (1) or 'buildings are raised on stilts (1) to make them less vulnerable to

flooding in future cyclones' (1)).
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This response was awarded 2 marks. Figure 6c - although they have identified the provision

of a range of resources (eg food and water) (1) there is no further development so a

maximum of 1 mark is awarded for this part of the answer. Figure 6d - a mark was awarded

for the use of stronger materials for buildings (1) but there is no further development so a

maximum of 1 mark is awarded for this part of the answer.

On questions which are structured like this with two sections to the answer, make sure you

write two separate answers rather than combining them under one of the headings.
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This response was awarded 4 marks. Figure 6c - Other countries are providing aid (1) such as

water to deal with shortages (1). Figure 6d - building high on stilts (1) so prevents damage

from flooding (1).

'Explain' nearly always means 'say why'. Make sure your initial point is extended. Use

connectives such as 'this means that', 'this is because' or 'so'.
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Question 6(f)

The command word for this 8-mark question is 'assess'. This requires candidates to determine

the relative significance of something – giving consideration to all the elements being considered

and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the command word 'evaluate', 'assess'

questions do not require candidates to write an overall conclusion. This question required

candidates to identify the named developed country they were going to write about. They are

required to have studied a named example as part of the specification. A small minority of

candidates wrote about a developing/emerging country which would have limited their marks

significantly.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to describe and explain the different impacts of

drought on both people and the environment. Most candidates did consider both these aspects

which was pleasing to see. The best answers were the ones which used a paragraph-based

structure with each paragraph focusing on a different impact. In the best answers, some detailed

and accurate case-study knowledge was used to support their explanation.

As mentioned above, as this is an 'assess' question, candidates are not required to write an

overall conclusion. However, if they write one and there is evidence of judgement within it, it is

credited. A good approach to ensuring that candidates secure the higher levels for the AO3

elements is to add judgement comments at the end of each paragraph about the relative

importance of the elements under consideration.

It is important to note that from the June 2024 series onwards, the 4 marks allocated for the

assessment of spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology (SPaG) have

been moved to this question from the 8-mark question at the end of Section C. This decision,

which was communicated to all centres, was taken because a significant minority of candidates

had not been writing anything for the 8-mark question in Section C – and were therefore also not

gaining any SPaG marks. This may have been because of time management issues but also

because the paper is designed for the level of difficulty to ramp up through the sections and

questions.

46 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 47



This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks and 3 marks for SPaG. The candidate has

identified some relevant impacts but has only included a limited amount of located evidence

as supporting material. They have made some attempts to explain the impacts although this

is not in great depth. They have made some judgement statements but the AO3 elements

are weaker than AO2. In terms of SPaG, the spelling is accurate but there are some

punctuation errors. A range of specialist terminology is included.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks and 4 marks for SPaG. The candidate has

identified a number of impacts. They have used paragraphs to structure their answer which

makes the different impacts clear. They have used specific details from their named

example to support their answer. They have included judgements about the relative

importance of the impacts through their answer and have included further judgements in

their final paragraph. Their SPaG is consistently accurate and they have made good use of

specialist terminology.

Including located information is useful to support your answer – moving away from a

'generic' response that could apply to any named country.
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Question 7(a)ii

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain

one way climate influences in the location of deserts. The first mark (AO3) was reserved for

identifying the location of deserts from the figure. The remaining two marks (AO2) were awarded

for explanation of this location. While the majority of deserts on the map are along the tropics,

there were some isolated examples on or near the equator. While the deserts along the tropics

are linked to the descending limbs of the Hadley and Ferell cells leading to the creation of high

pressure at the surface, the existence of deserts near the equator is linked largely to the impact

of the rain shadow effect. While most candidates approached their answers by explaining why

deserts were found in the location they had identified, it was also valid to explain why climate

characteristics mean that deserts are not found in particular locations.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that deserts are located

along the Tropic of Cancer (1) and has linked this to arid/dry conditions (1). However, there is

not any further development so the third mark was not awarded.
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified deserts as being located

along the tropics (1) and has then explained this in terms of high pressure (1) creating arid

conditions (1).

When answering resource based figures, make use of the labelling on the resources. In this

case, making use of the names of the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn would have

been useful.
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This answer gained 3 marks.

Question 7(b)i

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the area of moorland in the UK using the 
percentage of moorland and the total area of the UK. The way calculation questions are being 
marked has changed this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown. 

Candidates are still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong 

answer (eg they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be 

awarded if the workings are correct. In this question, although the correct answer was a whole 

number, the candidates were required to give their answer to one decimal place. Many 
candidates did not follow this instruction and lost a mark as a result.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate was not awarded 2 marks because they

did not give their answer to one decimal place as required by the question. They were

awarded one mark for correct workings.

Make sure you check all the instructions in the question carefully - including the number of

decimal places which you may be required to provide.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has given the correct answer - including

to the required number of decimal places.
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Question 7(b)ii

This 1 mark question required candidates to name a terrestrial ecosystem other than the one

(moorland) already given. Some candidates gave 'moorland' as their answer which was not

awarded a mark.

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although 'moorland' is an example of a terrestrial

ecosystem in the UK, this was not awarded a mark as the question asked candidates to

name 'one other' example - and moorlands is the ecosystem which was already part of

Q07(b).

This response was awarded 1 mark. Heathlands (1) is a correct answer. They would also

have been awarded a mark if they had written 'heaths'.

Question 7(c)

This 2-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that plants are

adapted to the tropical rainforest environment. Most candidates were able to gain this mark. In

order to gain the second mark candidates needed to be able explain this adaptation further. For

example, 'buttress roots (1) help keep the tall trees stable (1)' or 'drip tips (1) allow leaves to shed

water quickly (1)'. Some candidates focused their answers on describing the environment in the

tropical rainforest rather than explaining an adaptation and were not awarded marks.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. This candidate has identified drip tip leaves (1) as their

adaptation and has gone on to explain that these allow 'water droplets to flow off' (1). They

have a further development point in terms of 'without breaking the leaf' but they had

already achieved full marks.

In 'explain one' questions which are worth two marks, identify a valid factor or reason for

the first mark and then make one further explanatory point to gain the additional mark.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate had identified buttress roots as a valid

adaptation (1) but their development point in terms of absorbing nutrients from the soil is

incorrect in relation to the role of buttress roots.
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Question 7(d)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one way that climate change

threatens the biodiversity of tropical rainforests. The initial mark was awarded for identifying a

way that climate change may threaten biodiversity (eg warmer/colder or wetter/drier). Most

candidates were able to gain this mark. Candidates who scored two or three marks were able to

develop their 'chain of explanation' making links between this initial change and the resulting

threat to biodiversity. For example, candidates were awarded three marks if they stated that

'climate change can lead to higher temperatures (1) which some plants cannot adapt to quickly

enough (1) so they may die out (1)'. If a candidate identified two or more reasons, the section of

their response with the most linked explanation points was the one which was credited.

This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that climate change is

leading to increased temperatures (1) which means that species may not be able to survive

(1). However, there is not any further development so a maximum of two marks was

awarded.
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that climate change is

leading to higher temperatures (1) which may lead to forest fires (1) resulting in the death of

animals (1).

Make use of linking words in your answers such as 'because', 'therefore' or 'so'. These are

helpful in 'explain' questions because they identify that one thing leads to another.
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Question 7(e)i

This question required candidates to identify the year with the largest tropical rainforest loss. The

vast majority of candidates got this question right. A very small number of candidates gave the

amount of rainforest which was lost in that year. This was only awarded a mark if they also gave

the year in their answer.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has given the amount of forest loss in

2016 and not the year.

This response was given 1 mark. The correct answer has been given.

Question 7(e)ii

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the mean annual tropical rainforest loss 
using the eight figures in the table. The way the calculation questions are being marked has 
changed this year with two marks being awarded even if workings are not shown. Candidates 

are still encouraged to show their workings, however, in case they give the wrong answer (eg 

they give the answer to the wrong number of decimal places) and a mark will still be awarded if 

the workings are correct. In the case of this question, if candidates had given the wrong 

answer (eg not to one decimal place) the candidates had to show that they had added up the 

numbers and divided by 8 to be awarded the workings mark.
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This response was awarded 1 mark. The answer provided by the candidate is incorrect but

their workings are correct (1). The candidate has not rounded their final answer up correctly.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The answer given is correct (2).

Question 7(f)

This 3-mark question required the candidates to explain one reason for deforestation in tropical

rainforests. The initial mark was awarded for identifying a valid reason and most candidates were

able to gain this mark. Candidates who scored two or three marks were able to develop their

'chain of explanation' further developing their reason for deforestation. For example, candidates

were awarded three marks if they stated that 'land is being converted to farmland (1) with crops

being planted (1) which are being used to feed a growing population' (1). If a candidate identified

two or more reasons, the section of their response with the most linked explanation points was

the one which was credited.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified that forests are being cut

down to provide timber (1) which is being used as firewood/building material (1). Note that

although they have written two ways timber is being used this is only credited as one mark

for development.

This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that farms are being

developed (1) due to a rising demand for food (1) caused by an increasing population (1).
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Question 7(g)i

This 1 mark question involved identifying the largest nutrient store shown in the nutrient cycle

(Gersmehl) model for an area of deciduous woodland. The command word for the question was

'name' so a one word answer was all that was required.

This response was awarded 0 marks. The candidate has given an incorrect answer.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate has given biomass (1) as their answer

which is correct. While most candidates were able to spell biomass correctly some misspelt

it (eg only writing one 's'). These answers were given a mark.

Question 7(g)ii

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to explain

one impact of deforestation on the nutrient cycle in deciduous woodlands. One mark was

reserved for the AO3 element which involved identifying a change from the diagram (eg less leaf-

fall). The remaining two marks were awarded for further development of this initial impact. Many

candidates continued to use the figure, making further reference to other changes in the cycle as

a result of this initial change which was completely valid.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The candidate has identified from the figure that

deforestation will lead to less leaf-fall (1) and that this will lead to the size of the litter (store)

shrinking (1). They have not, however, developed a further link in their 'chain of explanation'

so a third mark was not awarded.
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This response was awarded 3 marks. The candidate has identified that the biomass store

will get smaller (1) which means less leaf-fall (1) and a smaller litter store (1). They have

made a further linked point but as they have already achieved full marks these do not gain

them any additional marks.

If the question asks you to use evidence from the resource, make sure that you do so.
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Question 7(h)

As with Q06(f), the command word for this question was 'assess'. This requires candidates to

determine the relative significance of something – giving consideration to all the elements being

considered and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the command word

'evaluate', 'assess' questions do not require candidates to write an overall conclusion. This

question required candidates to identify the named region of deciduous woodland they were

writing about. They are required to have studied a named example as part of the specification. A

small minority of candidates wrote about a region of tropical rainforest which would have limited

their marks significantly.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to explain how different approaches have been

used to sustainably manage a region of deciduous woodland. While there was some located

detail this was often lacking in many answers which were often quite generalised, even where a

named region had been given at the start of the question. The best answers were the ones which

used a paragraph-based structure with each paragraph focusing on a different approach.

In relation to the AO3 elements, the best answers made use of judgement comments at the end

of each paragraph where they qualified the importance and/or scale of the causes. In terms of

'assess' we are really looking for candidates to rank the different approaches to identify which is

the most to least important and to be able to support this judgement with evidence. While an

overall conclusion is not required with an 'assess' question it can be used to help rank the relative

importance. Making qualifying judgements about their importance (eg 'more significant', 'greater

success') is also a valid way to approach the AO3 elements.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 4 marks. The response is focused on the question and

the candidate has provided a valid named region of deciduous woodland. There are some

examples of approaches being used but there is only limited located detail. There is some

explanation of how the approaches are being implemented but only limited judgements.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks. The response is clearly focused on the

question and has used paragraphs to structure the answer. A range of approaches is

identified and these are well explained. There is good supporting evidence, including some

located detail, and a range of key terms is included. Judgements about the relative

importance of the causes have also been included so this is a real strength of this answer.

Make sure that you make judgements about the relative importance of the impacts you are

writing about through your answer. This could include a sentence at the end of each

paragraph as well as a final concluding paragraph.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Ensure that you are familiar with the command words used in the specification.

• Candidates should be reminded that 'assess' questions require evidence to determine the

relative importance of the reasons/factors under consideration in the question. While they do

not require an overall concluding paragraph, candidates need to make judgements about the

relative importance of the reasons/ factors through their response.

• These questions also often require candidates to include case study knowledge in their

answers with questions often being worded to focus on specific locations or types of

environment.

• In the 'examine' questions in Section A, candidates must use evidence from the figures in

their answers rather than simply repeating what they have learnt and revised. The

information extracted from the resources should be used to support the answers.

• There will always be questions which require candidates to perform a calculation (AO4). It is

essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to read the

question carefully. For example, if the question states that they give their answer to one

decimal place, it is important that they do so.

• Developed points are needed on 2 or 3 mark 'explain' questions. This should include making

an initial point in response to the question which should then be developed through the

'chain of explanation'. Only the most well-developed point and its links will be credited. If a

candidate makes several points, each of which are not developed, this may limit the mark

they are awarded.

• There are some 'explain' and 'suggest' questions which require candidates to use a resource.

They should ensure that their answers to these questions include evidence from these

resources to gain the AO3 marks.

• Ensure that candidates read each question carefully and whilst the command word is

important, make sure that candidates also focus on other words in the question.

• Candidates should be given plenty of practice with resource-based questions in their exam

preparations.

• The latest version of the specification is version 4 and this is the one which should be used.

• Centres are encouraged to use the past papers (from 2018-2025), Sample Assessment

Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of the

paper and question types – including the tackling of the 8-mark extended open response

questions. Centres should spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and other

support materials via the qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates

become more familiar with the range of command words and how they are attached to

different Assessment Objectives

GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01 73



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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