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Introduction

This Examiner's report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 1: The
Physical Environment component – in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms
of what went well and where common mistakes and under-performance were evident.
Exemplar responses from 'real' scripts have been used to demonstrate good practice and
highlight common pitfalls encountered by candidates.

The structure of the paper remains the same and is outlined below; please note that this
(and future) question papers are based upon Issue 3 of the specification.

This paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks, up to 4 marks are awarded
for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. The exam includes
multiple-choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and 8-mark extended
writing questions. The exam command words which are used in this paper are defined on
page 43 of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A ( The Changing Landscapes of the UK), candidates are required to answer all the
questions in Question 1. They are also required to have studied two optional sub-topics from
a choice of Coastal Landscapes and Processes, River Landscapes and Processes and Glacial
Upland Landscapes and Processes. Candidates are required to answer two questions from
Questions 2, 3 and 4.

In Section B (Weather Hazards and Climate Change), candidates are required to answer all
the questions (Questions 5 and 6). The 4 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use
of specialist terminology were moved to the end of this section for this series. This will
continue in future series.

In Section C (Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management), candidates are required to answer
all the questions (Question 7).

In general, the assessment of application and interpretation (AO3) and the addressing of the
command words 'examine' and 'assess' once again appear to have proven challenging for
some candidates. In relation to the 8-mark 'examine' questions in Section A, it was clear that
some candidates are continuing to improve their ability to use evidence from the resources
in their responses and therefore gaining more of the AO4 marks.

I hope that you find reading this document useful and that it helps you to improve the
performance of your candidates in future examination series.
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Question 1 (b)(i)

This question required candidates to measure the distance between two points on the map.
They were then required to use the map scale to convert from cms to kms. This proved
challenging for some candidates. In terms of workings, a mark was awarded if the candidate
showed that they had divided the measured distance by the length of the scale bar.

A small minority of candidates lost a mark because they did not give their answer to one
decimal place. Candidates should be encouraged by centres to write their answers on the
answer line provided. However, if it is not written in this space but it is clear that the correct
answer has been given, this will be credited.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has shown correct working (1) but has not given their
answer to one decimal place as required in the question.

You need to be able to use the scale on an OS map.

4GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



This response was given 2 marks.

The correct answer was given (1) along with accurate workings (1).
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Question 1 (c)

This question proved challenging for some candidates. Many candidates appeared confused
between erosion and weathering and there was only limited reference to specific details of
weathering processes. One mark was available for identifying the impact on the landscape
and the second mark was for an explanation of this impact in terms of weathering processes.
This mark was not awarded for simply naming a weathering process.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has identified that biological weathering involves plants
growing in cracks in rocks (1) but has not then gone on to link this to
the impact on the landscape.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that biological weathering involves the
roots of trees growing in cracks (1) and has then gone on to explain
that this breaks the rocks apart (1).
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Question 2 (b)

While a minority of candidates were able to define the term 'slumping' clearly, many
candidates did not have accurate knowledge of this process. Some of them simply referred to
a general definition of mass movement while others confused it with other mass movement
processes such as rockfall. Centres should ensure that candidates are clear about all the key
terms from the specification and make sure that they can recall definitions.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has provided a correct definition with the idea of
downward movement in a rotational manner.

Ensure that you can define all the key terms in the specification.
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Question 2 (c)

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify a reason
why there are seasonal changes in the rates of coastal erosion (eg there are more storms in
winter) and then develop their answers through linking this to the rate of erosion. This could
be by linking it to how it would affect the rate of erosion (eg more powerful storms in winter
(1) so the rate of erosion is higher (1)) or by developing their initial point (eg storms are less
powerful in summer (1) which means they have less energy (1)).

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that storms are more frequent in winter
(1) and that this leads to more destructive waves/ increased erosion
(1).
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Question 2 (d)

The command word in this 8-mark question is 'examine' which requires candidates to break
something down into individual components/ processes, say how they individually contribute
to the question's theme and how the components and processes interrelate.

The level descriptors are the same for all the 'examine' questions (Q02(d), Q03(d) and Q04(d))
within this paper and also across all the papers in both GCSE Geography specifications. In the
case of these questions, the AOs which are being examined are AO3 (4 marks) and AO4 (4
marks). To secure the AO4 marks, candidates are required to use geographical skills to
extract information from the figures in the resource booklet which will help them answer the
question.

In the case of this particular question, relevant content relating to the AO4 marks could have
included identifying and describing the landforms shown in the figures (eg bays, beaches,
headlands, caves, arches and stacks); providing the location of the features using grid
references; measuring the dimensions of the landforms; using distance and direction to
compare their relative locations. Credit for the AO4 elements was also given where the
candidate had used the information in the text boxes to support their answers and this had
been developed further than simply copying the text. It was pleasing to see many candidates
making use of evidence from the map and photo, but this is an area which still needs to be
developed.

In relation to the AO3 marks, candidates were required to explain the processes involved in
the formation of the landforms shown in the resources. This part was done well by many
candidates with a good understanding shown of the erosional processes involved in their
formation. Some candidates also extended their answers by considering the role of
depositional and mass movement processes. Some candidates suggested that there was a
spit shown on the figures – they appear to have got confused with the headland/features
found at The Foreland. This was not credited.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks.

The candidate has included a limited range of evidence from the
figures. This includes identifying some landforms (eg cave, arch, stack
and stump). They have attempted to integrate the evidence into the
answer. They have also named some specific erosional processes, but
their understanding of the sequence involved in the formation of the
landforms is limited.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-
mark questions you answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could
include using grid references; measuring distance and direction and
using contours to interpret the relief.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks.

The candidate has included a range of evidence from the figures (eg
identifying a range of landforms; using grid references to locate them;
using direction to provide their relative location). They have used this
information well to support their explanation of the processes and the
sequence involved in the formation of the landforms.

14GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



Question 3 (b)

As with Q02(b), only a minority of candidates were able to provide an accurate definition of
the key term in the question. Many candidates confused saltation with other transportation
processes while some candidates referred to a definition of an erosion process.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has provided a correct definition – identifying that
sediment bounces along the river bed (1).

Ensure that you can define all the key terms in the specification.
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Question 3 (c)

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify a reason
why sediment shape usually becomes more rounded downstream and then develop their
answers. Many candidates were able to gain the initial mark by identifying a process (eg
attrition or erosion). The development mark was in terms of explaining how this process
could lead to a more rounded shape (eg the sediment collides with each other). They could
also have gained the two marks by identifying a particular aspect of a process and then
developing it further (eg sediment collides with each other (1) which knocks the corners off it
(1)).

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that sediment collides with each other (1)
which breaks bits off (1).
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Question 3 (d)

Question 3(d) focused on the causes of the flooding shown in Figure 3b. In terms of the AO4
marks, candidates were able to obtain a range of evidence from the photograph, textboxes
and OS map. Some candidates were able to gain a limited number of AO4 marks by mainly
focusing on the information in the text boxes. This material was credited as long as it was
further developed to support their answer. This could include making links between the
evidence in the textbox and information from the map – eg naming towns and villages which
the river flows through. The candidates who gained 3-4 of the AO4 marks were likely to have
used evidence from both resources with map evidence being used (eg direction of river flow;
using grid references to locate features such as the main settlements or areas of woodland;
using contour evidence to identify the wide floodplain).

In terms of the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain why the flood had taken
place. This was done best when the candidates divided their answers up into paragraphs
focusing separately on different causes. In some answers there was some very good cause-
effect explanation which developed a number of links in the 'chain of explanation'. These
answers also integrated key processes and terms into their answers (eg infiltration, surface
run-off).
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks.

The candidate has included a limited range of evidence from the
resources (mainly information from the text boxes which they have
developed to some extent/ integrated into their answer). They have
included some process explanation although this lacks depth. This
response is stronger on the AO3 elements than AO4.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-
mark questions you answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could
include using grid references; measuring distance and direction and
using contours to interpret the relief.

19 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



20GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks.

The candidate has included a range of evidence from the figures (eg
using grid references to locate features on the map; identifying areas
of woodland and the approximate area it covers; using the contours to
interpret the relief of the landscape). They have used this information
well to support their explanation of their causes of flooding which is
clearly explained with cause-effect linkages well developed.
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Question 4 (b)

As with the other 1-mark 'definition' questions on the paper, this question was poorly
answered by many candidates. Many candidates appeared to have no knowledge of the
process whatsoever. Some of these may have been candidates who made a rubric error and
answered questions in the Glaciation section even though they had not been taught this
topic. Other candidates identified the role of moving ice but simply repeated that the glacier
'plucked' the rocks. This was not credited as it was largely a repeat of the question and
alternative wording (eg 'pulls' or 'rips' out) was required for a mark to be awarded.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has provided a correct definition – identifying that the
glacier 'pulls out' the eroded rock (1).

Ensure that you can define all the key terms in the specification.
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Question 4 (c)

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify a reason
why tourism can lead to changes in glaciated landscapes and then explain how this can lead
to changes in the landscape. The scale of landscape could vary from glaciated upland
landscapes as a whole (including the atmosphere) to the scale of individual rocks or
landforms. This question was answered well by many candidates.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified hiking/ walking as an example of an
activity carried out by tourists (1) and has linked this to soil erosion as
the impact on the landscape (1).

23 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



Question 4 (d)

In Question 4(d), candidates could have included evidence extracted from the map (eg
identifying examples of glacial landforms; locating landforms using grid references;
describing the characteristics of these landforms using contour evidence; measuring the
dimensions of the glacial trough) and from the photograph (eg describing the main features
of the roche moutonée). The information in the textboxes provided a start for some
candidates who otherwise struggled with this question. They would have been awarded at
least a mark for the AO4 elements if they developed the information in the text boxes
slightly.

In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain the role of both
erosional and depositional processes in the formation of the glacial landforms shown. The
majority of answers focused mainly on erosional processes and answers which did not
consider the role of depositional processes could not get above the top of Level 2 – 6 marks.
However, there were some outstanding answers which, although focusing mainly on
erosional processes, also identified and explained depositional features such as ground and
lateral moraines.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks.

The candidate has included a limited range of evidence from the
figures. This includes identifying some landforms (roche moutonée,
crag, U-shaped valley, moraine). They have also used a grid reference
to locate one of the features. They have attempted to integrate the
evidence into the answer. They have some idea of the characteristics
of these landforms although this is not clearly developed. There are
some processes identified although cause-effect linkages are relatively
weak.

Make sure you use a range of evidence from the figures in both the 8-
mark questions you answer. Where OS maps are provided, this could
include using grid references; measuring distance and direction and
using contours to interpret the relief.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks.

The candidate has included a range of evidence from the figures (eg
identifying a range of landforms; using grid references to locate them;
using contours to interpret the relief of the landscape and identifying
features of the landforms from the photograph). They have used this
information well to support their explanation of the processes and
sequence involved in the formation of the landforms. They have
included depositional landforms as well as erosional ones.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

This question required candidates to identify the atmospheric circulation cell labelled in the
figure. This was correctly answered by the majority of candidates although some confused it
with the Ferrel or Hadley cells.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

This 2-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to explain why air is rising near the
Equator. While many candidates were able to show that they knew that the air was warm and
were awarded a mark, some struggled to develop this further. Examples of possible
development points included that 'the warm air rises (1) because it is less dense' (1) or that
'the air is warm (1) because the sun's energy is concentrated at the Equator' (1).

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has identified that the air rises because it is hot (1).
Although they have mentioned that it is located along the Equator,
they have not said why this leads to warmer air so the second,
development mark was not awarded.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that the rising air has been heated up (1)
due to the Equator receiving the most concentrated sunlight (1).
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to use evidence from the figure to
help explain why the rainfall totals vary across the UK. One mark was reserved for this AO3
element which could have included recognising an aspect of the rainfall pattern (eg higher
rainfall on the west coast) or identifying the direction of the prevailing wind which was shown
on the map. Many candidates gained this mark, which was pleasing, but some then struggled
to actually explain the processes. There were some clear and relatively short answers which
simply stated that 'there is more rainfall on the west coast (1) where there are more
mountains (1) which leads to relief rainfall' (1). Although such an answer was very short, it
would have picked up three marks and shows that candidates do not need to write lots to
gain full marks.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that there is more rainfall in areas like
Scotland (1) and has linked this to it being higher altitude (1). However,
they have not made the further link to relief rainfall and the third mark
was not awarded.
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has identified that rainfall levels are higher in Scotland
(1) and so have gained the AO3 mark for interpreting the figure. They
have then further developed their answer through reference to there
being many mountains (1) leading to relief rainfall (1).

Make sure that you make reference to evidence from the figure when
you are asked to do so in the question.

32GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



Question 6 (a)

This question required the candidates to state one piece of evidence for natural climate
change. As the command word is 'state' the candidates did not need to develop their point
through explanation. Although 'temperature records' was awarded a mark, 'increasing
temperatures' was not as the question was asking for details of the actual source of
evidence.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

A clear, short correct answer has been given so a mark was awarded.

Where the command word is 'state', a short answer should be
provided and further explanation is not required.

33 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



Question 6 (b)

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the range of annual CO2 emissions
shown in the figure. This question required mathematical workings to be shown for one
mark (the correct highest figure – the correct lowest figure) and the other mark was given for
the correct answer.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate was awarded a mark for the correct answer but did not
provide any workings and so was not awarded the second mark.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has provided the correct answer (1) and workings (1).

Make sure you write your final answer on the answer line when one is
provided.
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Question 6 (c)

This question required candidates to explain two impacts of climate change shown in the two
photographs. The marks for this question were divided between two AO2 marks and two
AO3 marks. The AO3 marks were reserved for the candidates being able to identify the
impacts from the resource. The AO2 marks were awarded for further development through
explanation. This could have involved them further developing the details of the
consequences of the impact (eg flooding (1) leads to the destruction of property (1)) or by
explaining the cause of the impact (eg global temperatures are rising (1) which has caused
the glaciers to melt (1)).
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This response was awarded 4 marks.

For Impact one, the candidate has identified 'flooding' (1) and has
developed this through the link to more storms caused by climate
change (1).

For Impact two, the candidate has identified that the ice sheets have
melted (1) due to higher temperatures caused by climate change (1).
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

For Impact one, the candidate was not awarded a mark as they have
not identified flooding and their explanation is not linked to climate
change.

For Impact two, the candidate has been awarded 2 marks as they have
identified melting glaciers (1) due to global warming (1). If they had
stated that the glaciers had melted because of climate change, this
would only have been awarded one mark.
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Question 6 (d)

This 2-mark question required candidates to identify a human cause of drought for one mark
with the second mark being awarded for the development of this cause through explanation.
To be awarded the initial mark for a cause, it needed to be linked to a specific human activity
(eg water used for irrigation or the construction of a dam) rather than simply stating 'over-
use of water'.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate has identified watering the garden as an example of a
human activity causing drought (1) but has not further developed this
(eg in terms of depleting aquifers or reservoirs).

Where a question asks you to explain a way that human activity affects
something, be as specific as you can in terms of the activity you are
writing about.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified deforestation as an example of a human
activity causing drought (1) and has further developed this in terms of
it leading to less evapo-transpiration/ rainfall (1).
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Question 6 (e)

This 3-mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one reason why droughts
are hazardous. Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark – for example by
identifying that drought can lead to famine or death. Candidates who scored two or three
marks were able to develop their 'chain of explanation' making links between their initial
reason and the further development. For example, candidates were awarded three marks if
they stated that 'drought can lead to crop failure (1) which reduces food for people to eat (1)
which can lead to famine' (1). If a candidate identified two or more reasons, the section of
their response with the most linked explanation points was the one which was credited.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that harvests will fail as farmers are
unable to water their crops (1) and this means that there is a lack of
food (1).
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has identified that drought can cause crops to dry up
and die (1) which leads to a lack of food (1) and as a result it may cause
famine (1).
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Question 6 (g)

This question required candidates to calculate the mean maximum wind speed for a number
of tropical cyclones using the data set provided. They were therefore required to add up the
total maximum wind speed figures and divide by the number of tropical cyclones. They were
required to show their workings with one mark being awarded for the correct workings and
one mark for the final answer. If they simply wrote the answer without showing any
workings, they were awarded one mark.

Candidates should be encouraged by centres to write their answers on the answer line
provided. However, if it is not written in this space but it is clear that the correct answer has
been given, this will be credited. The question required candidates to give their answer to
one decimal place and some candidates lost a mark because they did not follow this
instruction.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate was awarded the workings mark but gave their answer
to two decimal places and so was not awarded the mark for their
answer.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has given the correct answer (1) and workings (1). Note
that they have not written out all the individual wind speeds and have
simply written down what they put into their calculator as their
workings.

If the calculation question is worth two marks, you will have to show
your workings for the second mark.
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Question 6 (h)

The command word for this 8-mark question is 'assess'. This requires candidates to
determine the relative significance of something – giving consideration to all the elements
being considered and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the command
word 'evaluate', 'assess' questions do not require candidates to write an overall conclusion.
This question required candidates to identify the named emerging or developing country
they were going to write about. They are required to have studied a named example as part
of the specification. A small minority of candidates wrote about a developed country and
these answers were awarded a maximum of Level 1 – 3 marks.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to describe and explain the different
impacts of tropical cyclones in their named emerging or developing country. The best
answers were the ones which used a paragraph-based structure with each paragraph
focusing on a different types of impact (eg economic, environmental and social). In the best
answers, some detailed and accurate case-study knowledge was used to support their
explanation.

As mentioned above, as this is an 'assess' question, candidates are not required to write an
overall conclusion. However, if they write one and there is evidence of judgement within it, it
is credited. A good approach to ensuring that candidates secure the higher levels for the AO3
elements is to add judgement comments at the end of each paragraph about the relative
importance of the elements under consideration.

From this series onwards, the 4 marks allocated for the assessment of spelling, punctuation,
grammar and use of specialist terminology (SPaG) have been moved to this question from
the 8-mark question at the end of Section C. This decision, which was communicated to all
centres, was taken because a significant minority of candidates had not been writing
anything for the 8-mark question in Section C – and were therefore also not gaining any SPaG
marks. This may have been because of time management issues but also because the paper
is designed for the level of difficulty to ramp up through the sections and questions.

Candidates were not awarded any of the SPaG marks if they did not answer the question or if
their response was not awarded any of the marks for the 8-mark part. It was pleasing to see
a wide range of specialist terms being used by some candidates and these, combined with
accurate spelling and punctuation, allowed many candidates to achieve 3 or 4 marks on this
element.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks and 2 marks for SPaG.

The candidate has identified some relevant impacts and has included
some located evidence as supporting material. They have made some
attempts to explain the impacts although this is not in great depth.
They have made some judgement statements but the AO3 elements
are weaker than AO2.

In terms of SPaG, there are some spelling errors and punctuation is
not consistently accurate. There is a reasonable range of specialist
terminology included.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks and 4 marks for SPaG.

The candidate has identified a number of impacts. They have used
paragraphs to structure their answer which makes the different
impacts clear. They have used specific details from their named
example to support their answer. They have included judgements
about the relative importance of the impacts at the end of each
paragraph and have included further judgements in their final
paragraph.

Their SPaG is consistently accurate and they have made good use of
specialist terminology.

Use paragraphs to help structure your 8-mark responses.
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Question 7 (a)(ii)

This 2-mark question was not answered well by many candidates. The specification requires
candidates to have learnt about the characteristics of the world's large-scale ecosystems
including temperate grasslands. While location is one of these characteristics, other
characteristics include climate, soil and vegetation.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified two correct characteristics of the
temperate grassland ecosystem – long grasses (1) and rain all year (1).
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Question 7 (b)(ii)

This question required candidates to calculate the median temperature using the data
provided. While the majority of candidates were able to complete this calculation
successfully, a significant minority were only awarded one mark as they did not show their
working as requested. Some candidates were also unsure about how to deal with the fact
that there was an even number of values and that the mean of the two middle numbers
needed to be calculated as well.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

They were awarded a mark for their workings but have not written the
'-' sign next to their answer and so were not awarded this mark.

51 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 01



This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark for the correct answer and the
second mark for their workings.
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Question 7 (c)

This question required candidates to explain two ways that the biosphere provides resources
for people. The specification lists food, medicine, building materials and fuel resources as
examples. However, as the biosphere relates to the part of the Earth and its atmosphere in
which living organisms exist and is capable of life, there was a very wide range of resources
which candidates could have included in their answers.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified two different resources but has not
developed either.
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This response was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate has identified two resources (plants and timber) and has
explained how each of these can provide resources to humans (plants
provide medicines and timber can be used in construction).
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Question 7 (d)

Most candidates gained the mark for this question with most responses focusing on over-
fishing. However, as with Question 7(c) there were many possible answers and the mark
scheme is not exhaustive. A small minority of candidates identified human activities (eg
deforestation) which, while impacting on land-based ecosystems, were not directly linked to
marine ecosystems and so were not awarded the mark.

This was awarded 1 mark.

The response given was correct. They do not need to write anything
more as the command word is 'state'.
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Question 7 (e)

This question required candidates to calculate the % of the UK's woodland found in Wales
using the data provided. Most candidates were able to do this which was pleasing to see.
However, some candidates did not multiply the first part of their answer by 100 and were
therefore not awarded either the answer mark or the working mark. If the candidates did not
give their answer to one decimal place, they were not awarded the answer mark.

This response was awarded 1 mark.

A mark has been awarded for the correct answer (1), but the workings
are incorrect. The candidate has not shown that the answer from the
division calculation needs to be multiplied by 100.
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The answer (1) and workings (1) are both correct.

Make sure you bring a calculator to the exam.
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Question 7 (f)

Many candidates gained two marks for this question. They were able to identify how the
nutrients were transferred from the biomass to the surface (eg leaf-fall or death of an
animal) and to explain how the nutrients then get into the litter store (eg by decomposition).
However, only a very small minority of candidates were able to secure the third mark which
required them to explain how the nutrients in the litter store were then transferred to the
soil store (eg by being washed into the soil by rainfall or by the mixing action of worms). The
questions are designed to ramp up in their level of difficulty through the paper and there will
be more challenging questions towards the end of Section C.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that leaves drop to the forest floor when
they die (1) where they decompose (1).

However, the third mark was not awarded as they have not explained
how the nutrients released by decomposition are transferred from the
litter store to the soil store.
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has identified that leaves fall onto the forest floor (1)
where they decay (1). They have been awarded the third mark because
there is a further link to the role of rainfall in transferring the nutrients
into the soil store (1).
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Question 7 (g)

This question required candidates to identify a reason why deciduous woodlands have a
lower biodiversity than tropical rainforests and to develop their answer through explanation.
It was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates showed that they understood that
biodiversity relates to the variety of animal/ plant species in the large-scale ecosystem. This is
a topic which candidates have found challenging in the past. They could approach their
answer either by explaining why deciduous woodlands have a lower biodiversity or why
tropical rainforests have a higher biodiversity.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified that there are higher temperatures/ more
sunlight and rainfall in tropical rainforests (1) as their initial reason.
This was only awarded 1 mark as each of these is an initial reason.
They have then made one development point, linking it to the fact that
it means more species can grow (1).
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has identified that deciduous woodlands are not as old
(1) which means that there has been less time for evolution (1) so there
is a smaller variety of species (1).

A 'double' development is required when the command is 'explain/
suggest one...' and the tariff is 3 marks.
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Question 7 (h)

Most candidates showed that they understood that this question required them to identify a
way that tropical rainforests can be managed sustainably. A good variety of answers was
seen and many of these were developed well. However, the question did require the
candidates to name the region of tropical rainforest they were writing about. As part of the
specification, they are required to study the sustainable management of a tropical rainforest
in a named rainforest. They were therefore only awarded the third mark if they included
some specific detail relating to this named region which was over and above simply naming
the region. This could include a specific named area within the region where the scheme was
being implemented (eg Monteverde Cloud Forest in Costa Rica) or some specific detail
relating to the scheme (eg area of a protected reserve).
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate has identified ecotourism as their way that a named
region of tropical rainforest has been sustainably managed (1). They
have then developed this further with several linked points (eg only
certain areas of the rainforest are cut down (1) which limits damage to
the forest (1) as well as explaining that money from ecotourism is used
to manage the forests (1)).

However, they have only been awarded 2 marks overall as they have
not included any specific knowledge either about the location of the
scheme within Costa Rica or details of the scheme.
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This response was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate has identified ecotourism as the way that tropical
rainforest can be sustainably managed (1). They have developed this
point by linking it to employment for local people (1) which means that
they will not be involved in logging (1).

The candidate has also identified a specific example of a scheme
within the Madagascan rainforest and so were awarded the third mark.
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Question 7 (i)

As with Question 6(h), the command word for this question was 'assess'. This requires
candidates to determine the relative significance of something – giving consideration to all
the elements being considered and to identify which are the most important. Unlike with the
command word 'evaluate', 'assess' questions do not require candidates to write an overall
conclusion.

For the AO2 marks, the candidates were required to describe and explain the causes of
deforestation in tropical rainforests. While a range of causes was seen, most candidates
focused on farming, housing and mining. While there was some located detail this was often
lacking in many answers which were generalised to tropical rainforests as a whole. Using
located examples would have allowed candidates to contrast the relative importance of the
different causes in different regions which would have boosted their AO3 marks. The best
answers were the ones which used a paragraph-based structure with each paragraph
focusing on a different cause.

In relation to the AO3 elements, the best answers made use of judgement comments at the
end of each paragraph where they qualified the importance and/ or scale of the causes. In
terms of 'assess' we are really looking for them to rank the different causes to identify which
is the most to least important and to be able to support this judgement with evidence. While
an overall conclusion is not required with an 'assess' question it can be used to help rank the
relative importance.
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This response was awarded Level 2 – 5 marks.

The response is structured using paragraphs and is focused on the
question. The candidate has included three causes (population growth,
building infrastructure and agriculture) and there is some description
and explanation of both. However, the depth of explanation and the
use of supporting evidence is quite limited – there are no located
examples. The candidate has tried to assess the importance of the
causes using phrases like 'most important' and 'least important'.
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This response was awarded Level 3 – 8 marks.

The response is clearly structured using paragraphs and is focused on
the question. A range of causes is identified and these are well
explained. There is good supporting evidence, including located detail,
and a range of key terms is included. Judgements about the relative
importance of the causes have also been included.

Including located information is useful to support your answer –
moving away from a 'generic' response that could apply to any region
of tropical rainforest.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that you are familiar with the command words used in the specification.
Candidates should be reminded that 'assess' questions require evidence to determine the
relative importance of the reasons/ factors under consideration in the question. While
they do not require an overall concluding paragraph, candidates do need to make
judgements about the relative importance of the reasons/ factors through their response.
In the 8-mark 'examine' questions in Section A, candidates must use evidence from the
figures in their answers rather than simply repeating what they have learnt and revised.
The information extracted from the figures should be used to support their answers.
Developed points are needed on 3-mark 'explain' questions. This should include making
an initial point in response to the question which should then be developed through the
'chain of explanation'. Only the most well-developed point and its links will be credited. If a
candidate makes several points, each of which are not developed, this may limit the mark
they are awarded.
There will always be a few questions that require candidates to perform a calculation
(AO4). It is essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to
read the question carefully. For example, if the question states that they give the answer
to one decimal place, it is important that they do so.
Centres should ensure that candidates are taught all the key terms in the specification.
Centres should ensure that their candidates are clear about the fact that they should only
answer two out of the three optional questions in Section A. If they answer three
questions, only the best scoring two will be credited.
Candidates need to ensure that they learn specific details as part of their study of named
examples. In the case of their study of features within particular countries they need to be
clear about which category the country belongs to (developed, developing or emerging)
and when they are asked to write about a specific category in their answer, they need to
make sure that they have checked this carefully.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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