Examiners’ Report
June 2014
GCSE Geography A 5GA1H 01

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.
Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps
ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam results.
•
•
•

See students’ scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to
develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds
of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
www.pearson.com/uk.
June 2014
Publications Code UG038927
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2014

2

GCSE Geography A 5GA1H 01

Introduction
As in previous series, this paper demonstrated a variety of responses ranging from very
weak to extremely strong. Excellent case-study knowledge (which was focused on the
questions set) saw generally high marks for many candidates in the last section of the
paper. Importantly however, this had to be combined with a response which actually
answered the question, e.g. “discuss” which was a strengthened command on this part of
the paper combined with a 9 mark allocation.   In marked contrast, Section A, once again,
revealed patchy skills with OS map skills especially weak. Competency in understanding
the relevance of GIS and its application to flooding were also notably absent from many
responses (Question 3). Many candidates also seemed surprised by the need to revisit the
OS map for Question 4(c) and it was worrying to note the lack of appreciation that most of
the map contained low lying flat land at risk from flooding. Map skills were often quite poor
even from candidates who did well on the rest of the paper.
As is often the case, the greatest discriminator was often a lack of clarity about what to do,
with command words too often ignored and problems of scale and context all too apparent
when looking at the map extract.
Once again, there were a few candidates who looked as if they may have run out of time
since there were some blank responses on occasion towards the end of the paper. In this
year's exam, Question 5(b) had a very high mark allocation (9 + 4) so it should have been
attempted if at all possible. Please remember to advise candidates that they really should
only need to use the answer-space provided, and not over-write.
This was the third examination series since the introduction of SPaG.  Please remember
that the 4 SPaG marks are based both on the technical quality of written communication,
e.g. sentence structure, full-stops, capitals as well as the complexity of writing and the use
of technical geographical language and / or complex terms. A candidate who scores zero
marks for the answer, i.e. it is incorrect, would normally be given zero marks for SPaG since
there is a requirement to write in the "context of the demands of the question".
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Question 1 (a) (i)
Compass skills are key to this part of the examination, yet there were a number of
candidates who were unable to link the map to the ground evidence from the photograph.
This is clearly a skill that needs continual practice from Year 7 upwards.

Examiner Comments

This is a succinct response that contains enough detail in
terms of evidence (sea, settlement etc.) to get the second
mark. Note that only one piece of evidence is required
for the second mark so there is no need to provide more.

Examiner Tip

Basic map skills and a general awareness of place and
how to use evidence from a map resource are really
very important in Section A. However, many candidates
seem to be ill-equipped in terms of these skills.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
“Pattern” in this question caused some confusion for candidates.   This type of instruction
(or “carrier”) has a particular meaning in geography and candidates must be made aware
of it as part of the normal teaching and learning.  It is clear that many candidates were not
familiar with this instruction.

Examiner Comments

This was regrettably typical of this question - a
description of the width of the road and nothing about
pattern. There were no marks for this response.

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to practice the language of pattern and distribution.

Examiner Comments

In this response there is good identification of "grid
shape" which gets a mark, as does the direction of the
roads, i.e. north to south etc. 2 marks were awarded.
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Question 1 (b)
Once again there was confusion over the meaning of site and situation (refer to the mark
scheme for a definition). Many candidates ended-up writing about the human geography
of its site rather than the area around the settlement (its situation and proximity to other
places for example). Land use was generally better understood, but was often given in the
context of within the settlement, rather than around the area of Burtle.

Examiner Comments

This response makes clear reference to both
situation and land use. It was awarded full marks.

Examiner Tip

Practice answering questions which ask for
both site and situation.

Examiner Comments

This is a strong response which was awarded 4 marks. It covers both
situation and land use, plus it uses good map evidence to support the answer.
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Question 1 (c)
Overall candidates answered this question well with most having a good understanding of
key terms such as linear and nucleated. Most candidates also developed their ideas with
further description such as “houses along the road”. A few candidates however, did not seem
to understand the question and instead described the land use around the two settlements.

Examiner Comments

This is a concise response using good geographical
terminology. There is development for both
Wedmore and East Huntspill. Comparison is implied
through the answer. 3 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments

Another 3 mark response, but the last sentence is irrelevant.
This unfortunately would have just wasted time for the candidate.

Examiner Tip

Encourage candidates to self-mark as they are
writing their responses. There is no need to fill up all
the white space provided as long as there is sufficient
development through what has been written.
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Question 2 (a)
There were some excellent descriptions in answers to this question, with clear command
and control over comparative language, e.g. "however" and "whereas". However, some
candidates drifted off into an explanation of why there were differences which clearly was
not part of the question.  A few candidates just compared the totals of each age group,
63 (51-65) vs 30 (over 60). This again was not rewarded with credit since the question
was asking candidates to look at differences in activities only.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded all 3
marks; the candidate has used
data and clear comparison from
the 51-65 and over 65 age groups.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should always be encouraged to use numbers
from the resource when tackling questions such as these.
They should also practice writing responses in a succinct
style and using comparative language wherever possible.

Examiner Comments

This response has been limited to 2 marks since there is no explicit reference to the data provided
between the age groups and activities. The last sentence is not relevant to the question.
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Question 2 (b)
Many candidates misinterpreted this question and rather than describe a limitation they
described what the data was showing them.
However, the majority of candidates who correctly understood the question managed to get
2 marks with good answers including responses such as the size of the sample or the fact
that the survey was just carried out on one day.

Examiner Comments

There were a number of responses, such as this one, which
were given 2 marks for recognising that there were differences
in the numbers of people in each age category. Examiners were
pleased to see comments, for example in the last sentence of
this response, which provided ideas about bias and unreliability.
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Question 3
It was disappointing to see how many responses were often very generalised with no detail
in terms of research sources other than "use the internet".
Most had ideas that you could use the internet to get some sort of information but lacked
clarity of what and where you got the information from i.e. The Met Office, BBC or Local
News etc. Research skills are clearly an area that could be much improved.
There was also evidence of a few candidates using the resource to support them in their
ideas, e.g. getting flood information from the Environment Agency.
In the specification it is clear that GIS is important, but unfortunately many candidates have
a very narrow view as to the purpose and significance of GIS and presumably have had
little exposure at school to the technology.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very strong, clearly explained response which was awarded 6 marks. It is balanced
and well linked to flood risk impacts. Good use of geographical terminology is demonstrated.

Question 4 (a) (i)
Most candidates were able to use the graph effectively to compare the two greenhouse gas
futures provided.  However, there were a number who did not get the maximum 3 marks
since they failed to read off and extract any data and numbers from Figure 4.

Examiner Comments

This answer gained the maximum 3 marks for data and comparison.
It is another example of a clear and succinct response.

Examiner Comments

This response shows clear comparison and description, but was
restricted to 2 marks since there is no data provided from the graph.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
Candidates answered this question well with most using the examples of transport or
increased energy usage with good links to global warming and with generally clear
explanation.

Examiner Comments

This is a succinct and clear response, gaining the maximum 3
marks available. The answer clearly shows aspects of explanation
through the way in which it is written.

Examiner Tip

Note the question is one activity - some candidates wrote
about two activities and were, as a result, less able to
properly "explain" how it linked to climate change.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of another popular area that candidates wrote about - cattle
and methane, due to the increasing demand for food. Again good development
through explanation is demonstrated in this response. It was awarded all 3 marks.
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Question 4 (b)
Many candidates gave global responses rather than local government ones. Kyoto was
a very common answer, but it had to be linked to an individual government response to
gain credit. Some of the best responses were those that included details about FITs and
the Government’s Green Deal scheme for better insulating properties.

Examiner Comments

This answer gives a good example of a UK Government
response to climate change. The description is well
developed so 2 marks were awarded.
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Question 4 (c)
A large number of candidates wrote about flood risk in Highbridge itself or at the coast
(to the west), rather than about the area to the east which was part of the question.
Unfortunately these candidates would not have been awarded any marks.
It is worrying how many candidates are unaware of the projected sea level rise. The
latest IPPC Report AR establishes that sea level rise is likely, at a maximum, to be in
the order of around 1m (not the 10s or 100s of metres that some candidates wrote
about). Other candidates didn't make the connection to the fact that as this area was
very low lying it would not just be coastal areas that would flood, but in fact many parts
of the map extract would be at risk. Candidates should be reminded that it is always
good practice, in a question such as this, to use grid references (6 or 4 figure) to provide
clear evidence, otherwise answers can be simply too generalised. It is good to see that
some candidates made interesting connections between sea level rise and rates of coastal
erosion putting areas at risk, but the question was specifically about the area east of
Burnham.

Examiner Comments

This is a well located answer that uses clear map evidence to
look for future impacts of sea level rise. 4 marks were awarded.
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Question 5 (a)
A good range of answers were provided including details of waste baling by ASDA, recycling
of old phones (Nokia) and Walkers Crisps reducing water consumption. Centres are
reminded that they are free to use their own examples and should not feel restricted to only
using published resources associated with the course. The Nokia case study for example
now feels a little dated since Nokia are no longer a leading phone brand that many of the
candidates would be able to make an association with, as they might once have done 5
years ago. In fact Nokia's phone business is now controlled by Microsoft.
Some candidates were prevented from reaching the maximum of 4 marks by the fact
that they only wrote about one policy, when the question demanded two or more to be
described.

Examiner Comments

Two good examples are provided: British Sugar and car
sharing and Asda Mil-tek. There is sufficient development
in both examples to award the maximum 4 marks.

Examiner Tip

Centres should feel free to update their case studies as and when
necessary and there is no need to use examples from any of
the supporting textbooks. Examiners would, of course, credit all
examples as long as they are reasonable and factually accurate.

GCSE Geography A 5GA1H 01

15

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a well detailed response but there
is not enough range to get 4 marks. Another policy or
action was needed. This response was awarded 3 marks.
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Question 5 (b)
Overall candidates seemed to have a good understanding of different sustainable transport
schemes such as congestion charging, park and ride and car sharing. Many candidates had
a good knowledge of specific details from different examples around the country, but some
of the information felt dated (once again perhaps relying too heavily on information from
a textbook). Some candidates focused on one scheme and showed only limited knowledge
of other examples. In this case more range should have been introduced; ideally 3 or 4
schemes should be covered but not all in the same degree of depth.
Weaker responses remain descriptive, rather than engaging in a more evaluative discussion
which is now required at this level. Examiners are looking for more than just a narrative
style of response in Level 3 where, as in the mark scheme, there is either explanation or
discussion.  

GCSE Geography A 5GA1H 01

17

Examiner Comments

This answer gives a good explanation of different urban sustainable transport
schemes. This is at the top of Level 3 with evidence of two or more explanations
combined with a small element of discussion / evaluation. It is well communicated
with good use of geographical terminology. 4 marks were awarded for SPaG.

Examiner Comments

This is another example of a good quality and well detailed response
getting the maximum of 9 marks. 4 marks were also awarded for SPaG.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are advised to:
•

Regularly practice their map skills (as suggested in reports on previous examinations,
it is probably a good idea for centres to try and integrate these map skills into 		
general teaching and learning of topics rather than seeing them as a stand-alone unit
of work).

•

Read the questions carefully and make sure they are answering the question that
has been set, for example if they are asked for one example don't give a long list of
examples.

•

Make good use of relevant geographical terminology.

•

Try to make time to check their spelling, punctuation and grammar in questions 		
where SPaG is being assessed so marks are not lost through carelessness.

•

Make sure they understand the relevance and applications of Geographical 			
Information Systems (GIS).

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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