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Introduction
This was the fourth series for this paper. Once again, students were required to answer one
question from Section A and one question from Section B. There were fewer candidates than
in previous series who failed to follow this instruction.
It was clear that centres had undertaken some excellent preparatory work prior to this
examination. There are now a number of past papers, mark schemes and examiners'
reports that can be used by teachers and their students. In addition, many centres are more
fully aware of the usefulness of Results Plus and of how this service can be used to identify
areas of strength and weakness when delivering this specification.
Once again, topics 4 and 6 proved the most popular with candidates.
The use and quality of specifics within case-study questions remains variable; more
successful candidates were able to incorporate statistics, details of relevant initiatives
and names of actual locations whereas less successful candidates tended to write in more
generic terms.
Questions which required candidates to complete and describe resources such as a graph,
map or photograph were done extremely well. However, less successful candidates tended
to ignore much of the information on a resource or misinterpreted the command word,
choosing to ‘explain’ rather than ‘describe’.
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Question 1 (a) (i)
Generally this question was done well. The majority of candidates were able to complete
the graph accurately for one mark. The most common errors arose when candidates used a
blunt or thick pencil which affected the accuracy of the bars.

Examiner Comments

The height and the shading are correct on both bars for one mark.

Examiner Tip

Use a ruler and a sharp pencil to help achieve accuracy.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
Many students were able to score 3 marks on this question by providing two descriptive
statements supported by the use of accurate data.

Examiner Comments

This is a 3-mark response - accurate data (including units) has been included.

Examiner Tip

Don't forget to use data when asked.
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Question 1 (a) (iii)
Many students answered this question well - giving reasons linked to globalisation,
mechanisation and finance. Some less successful responses failed to include specific
examples of a primary industry, limiting the mark to a maximum possible of 3.

Examiner Comments

This is a 4-mark response as the candidate has focussed on the
primary industry in the UK, has explained the answer and has
included an example (farming/combine harvester).

Examiner Tip

Mention specific examples when asked - in this
question the examiners were looking for specific
industries and/or places.
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Question 1 (a) (iv)
The main issue here was some confusion about the focus of the question – some candidates
didn’t specifically link the reasons for increase in secondary industry in LIC’s/MIC’s to the
effect on UK secondary industry. Few candidates were able to incorporate examples into
their answer.

Examiner Comments

This is a 2 mark response, clearly focussing on the impact on
the secondary sector in the UK. However, it is limited to 2 marks
as no examples are used.

Examiner Tip

Use examples when asked.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
Most candidates were able to write about location factors. However, suggesting reasons
using the figure presented problems for some students. Attempts to describe the figure or
list location factors without any development were common.

Examiner Comments

This is a 4-mark response. Instead of stating basic points, the
candidate has explained each location factor. The best responses
referred directly to four separate pieces of information in the
resource and gave a reason why each influenced the location of
the steelworks.

Examiner Tip

Refer to a specific figure if you are asked.
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Question 1 (b) (iii)
It is important that candidates read the question fully; not all candidates paid attention
to the words ‘over time’. Simply describing locational factors without discussing how they
changed over time was not enough to gain full marks. While an example was not essential,
using an example of an industry which had grown or declined in an area because of changes
in locational factors was particularly effective.

Examiner Comments

3 mark response. The candidate in this example has successfully made basic points about transport and wealth. However,
the candidate has also given a clear indication of change - the
exhaustion of raw materials in this instance.
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Question 1 (c)

There was a wide range of responses to this question. A common mistake was for
candidates to simply explain growth, rather than explaining the reasons for growth in the
secondary sector as the question demanded. A number of candidates demonstrated weak
written communication skills.  This impacted on their mark since unclear communication
weakens the argument.
The use of China was the most common case study. Limited examples of data/specific
names of Chinese organisations were seen.

10

GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01

Examiner Comments

6 mark response - this is a strong answer which uses a clear
case study (required for Level 3). The two good explanations are
balanced and this has lifted this answer from 5 marks to 6 marks.

Examiner Tip

Always read the command word: know the difference between
'explain' and 'describe' and show this in your answer.
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Question 2 (a) (i)
Successful candidates had taken the time to calculate the scale in order to draw bars of a
correct height. Those candidates who did not use the correct shading could not be given a
mark.

Examiner Comments

1 - mark response: correct height and shading.

Examiner Tip

Both the height and the shading must be correct for one mark. Use the key
to help you to shade in the bars with the correct pattern.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)
This question was generally answered well. A common error arose from mis-reading the
question and describing changes in retired people.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of an answer which uses correct data
(including correct units - %s).
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Question 2 (a) (iii)
This question was generally done well – most students were able to achieve full marks by
providing a general overview of the spiral of decline. Not many responses included location
specific examples.   ‘Moving away’ and 'creating an ageing population' dominated responses
although there were some good examples from NW Scotland.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded the full 4 marks.  It includes a good
use of examples to support the explanation of the process.

Examiner Tip

Write in full sentences / paragraphs rather than just 'listing' points.
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Question 2 (a) (iv)
Most commonly, candidates' responses included the idea of changing demand for services
– particularly referring to schools closing down. There was also frequent reference to the
boost to the rural economy provided by the Grey Pound. Many responses did not include a
location specific example. Most answers achieved 2 or 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded the full 3 marks. The candidate has
given the post office as a good example of a service that might
remain open.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
The examiners saw a very broad range of correct responses to this question. The one
shown in this example was one of the more common responses. Some less successful
candidates gave a different type of crop grown or animal reared as an example of
diversification, which was incorrect.

Examiner Comments

1 mark has been awarded for the appropriate answer: 'caravan site'
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
Many candidates were able to use the information that was given to them in the information
booklet but the responses were often in the form of a list.  

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a 4 mark response: the candidate
has developed basic points about the location of Village S mentioning features such as the AONB, World Heritage Site,
caravan park and accessibility.

Examiner Tip

Do not write a list - you might limit the marks available
to you by doing this.
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Question 2 (b) (iii)
This question was not well answered. Many candidates confused AONB with National Parks
and wrote about the NPA's management schemes. Few students were able to identify the
correct management groups and landowners. Marks were mainly achieved by describing
generic management techniques such as controlling footpath erosion, etc. As a result the
majority of responses were awarded 1 or 2 marks. Very few responses could be awarded
the full 3 marks.

Question 2 (c)
Many responses were location relevant and achieved at least level 2. The most common
case studies referred to the Lake District, Peak District and Dartmoor. However, a
significant number of responses included management of conflict and pressures that could
be applicable to many National Parks; i.e. they were not specific enough. Students who
did achieve level 3 quoted accurate data such as names of places, schemes and figures
(e.g.speed limits and numbers) which were unique to their named case study.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 6 marks. It gives a good level of explanation
and details of location. The candidate has successfully included facts / details
about the Lake District (e.g. 12 million visitors / year; 1/3 second homes)
and offered several valid explanations.
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Question 3 (a) (i)
Most candidates were able to plot the two bars. Most common errors came about as a result
of the scale being read incorrectly. Some candidates read the scale as 10 ‘small squares’
equals 10%. Other candidates did not use a ruler or used a pen or pencil which was too
thick which meant the bar could not be read accurately.

Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) (ii)
This question was generally answered well and many candidates included population data in
their answer.

Examiner Comments

3 mark response: accurate use of population data (with units) to support the descriptive statements.

Question 3 (a) (iii)
Most candidates were able to outline the social impacts of depopulation on rural
communities but many failed to give an example which was specific enough.

Examiner Comments

3 mark response - a good example of a specific location (the Western Isles) used in context.

Examiner Tip

It is important that place names are not just inserted into
an answer without any context or detail. To be creditworthy
examples, place names need context and detail.
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Question 3 (b) (ii)
Most candidates answered this question well; the only issue was an occasional lack of
evidence from the resource and too much focus on leaving the pollution, noise and hustle
and bustle of the city.

Examiner Comments

4 mark response with good use of the resource. The candidate who has
written this response has successfully identified the affordable houses,
proximity to roads, safety and lower levels of pollution.
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Question 3 (b) (iii)
This question was generally answered well and many candidates showed that they
understood why more housing was needed in the UK. Many candidates either gave 3
separate points or developed their points. Only a few candidates misread the question or did
not understand the question.

Examiner Comments

3 mark response. The candidate has offered several reasons
why more housing is required in the UK - for example the rise in
numbers of single parents, the increase in divorces and growing
affluence leading to second home ownership.
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Question 3 (b) (iv)
Well answered with most students focussing on the lack of infrastructure (including the
related cost), threats to habitat or the challenge of obtaining planning permission. Generally
candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of greenfield sites.

Examiner Comments

4 mark response - a developed reason about habitats and a
developed reason about infrastructure.
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Question 3 (c)
In this question, it was important to explain rather than describe effects and include
convincing local detail. Many candidates gave local details such as ‘The City of the Dead
in Cairo’ using case studies they had learnt but they sometimes failed to achieve level 3
answers because the negative effects were described rather than explained.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 6 marks. It contains a good balance of explanation (for example
about housing, health and pollution) as well as clear locational information about Cairo.
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Question 4 (a) (i)
Candidates were generally successful and scored the 1 mark available. Nevertheless, it is
important to emphasise the examiner's tip below.

Examiner Comments

1 mark response: both bars drawn correctly.

Examiner Tip

Use a sharp pencil and a ruler in order to draw clear and accurate bars.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
This question was generally answered well, with the majority of candidates incorporating
exact population data into their answer.

Examiner Comments

3 mark response - good description plus population data used in the answer.
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Question 4 (a) (iii)
Generally well answered by the majority of candidates showing a sound understanding of
the factors affecting birth rates.

Examiner Comments

4 mark response, suggesting a range of factors (health care;
infant mortality; lack of contraception; support of parents) that
can contribute towards a high birth rate in LICs.
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Question 4 (a) (iv)
Many candidates were able to score full marks on this question, outlining two or three
different consequences of a youthful population.

Examiner Comments

A 3 mark response. The candidate has made several valid points
about the possible strain on education and health services; the
potential young active workforce and the potential for young
people to support the elderly.
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Question 4 (a) (v)
Most candidates used China’s one child policy to answer this question. Most showed good
understanding, writing about incentives and disincentives. Some candidates didn’t refer to
specifics and could not, therefore, be awarded the full 3 marks available.

Examiner Comments

A 3 mark response. Specific reference to China via the 'One
Child Policy' and the 'Granny Police'.
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Question 4 (b) (ii)
Candidates were better able to explain the distribution of population in sparsely populated
areas than in densely populated areas. Many suggested that the area near Cardiff would be
densely populated because it had a motorway without referring to employment or industry.
It should be remembered that motorways frequently run through sparsely populated areas
between cities. There was little reference to photos X and W.

Examiner Comments

A 4 mark response. The candidate has successfully used the
resource (e.g. M4 motorway) to explain why different parts of
Wales have different population density.

Examiner Tip

Always use evidence from the map / photo / resource if you are asked to.
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Question 4 (c)
Candidates most frequently chose Japan. A number of candidates didn’t confine themselves
to talking about the advantages of an ageing population for a country and produced a
"write all I know about this country" response. Often students didn’t discriminate between
advantages and disadvantages. Some students wrote very general statements which
weren’t based on the country they had named but could have been applied to any ageing
population.
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Examiner Comments

A Level 3, 5 mark response - some local detail and several explanations though these are often rather
weak. More detailed location information or a balance of deeper explanations is required for full marks.

Examiner Tip

In this question, it is important to explain rather than describe advantages and include convincing local
detail. Many candidates gave local details such as kettles which send e-mails when they are switched
on, but failed to achieve level 3 answers because the advantages of such inventions were not explained.
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Question 5 (a) (i)

Many candidates scored at least mark for this question but where only 1 mark was given it
was usually due to incorrect shading.

Examiner Comments

A 2 mark response: dividing line is accurate and the pie chart has
been shaded correctly (using the key).

Examiner Tip

Look at the key on a figure and use this to inform your shading.
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Question 5 (a) (ii)
Generally answered well, with many candidates using accurate data correctly to support
their descriptions.

Examiner Comments

A 3 mark response, incorporating exact data (with units - %s) within the answer.
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Question 5 (a) (iii)
Answered very well, with the majority confident in their definitions of ‘forced migration’ and
‘voluntary migration’.

Examiner Comments

A 2 mark response: clear, simple definition provided for both
types of migration.
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Question 5 (a) (iv)
Most candidates showed a good understanding of the positive impacts of migration on host
countries. Candidates were generally good at using examples (often Poland to UK, examples
of jobs done by immigrants). Candidates who did not include explanations could not be
awarded the full 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

A 4 mark response. This candidate has successfully given two
positive impacts (cultural mix; filling job vacancies) which have
both been developed. There is also use of specific data which
allows this answer to reach full marks.
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Question 5 (b) (ii)
Most candidates used the resource well to answer this question although a few lost marks
by writing a list or writing a generic answer about tourism without referring to the resource.

Examiner Comments

A 4 mark response. The candidate has reached full marks
by making effective use of the resource - for example using
data about flight costs and changes in average earnings.
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Question 5 (b) (iii)
Most responses referred to sportspeople travelling for specific events, and examples were
usually given. While some responses gave details of named footballers’ transfer fees and
salaries, many responses were rather limited and did not refer to sportspeople travelling to
join a more competitive league or earn more money.

Question 5 (c)
A number of candidates spent time giving push and pull factors which was not necessary.
Responses didn't always include a balance of positive and negative impacts and therefore
some candidates lost the opportunity to explain further impacts. Candidates tended to focus
on facts and figures but these were not always integrated into the answer to add to the
explanation. Good knowledge was shown but some explanations lacked depth and therefore
could not be awarded the highest marks.

Examiner Comments

5 mark (Level 3) response. This candidate has successfully included
some local detail about Spain and has included several explanations
although these are not strong. To move to the top of Level 3, deeper
explanation of two of these points is required.

Examiner Tip

Understand the difference between 'describe', 'outline' and 'explain'.
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Question 6 (a) (i)
Generally answered well with most candidates scoring at least one mark.

Examiner Comments

2 marks - both plots are in the correct position and an attempt had been made to join them up.

Examiner Tip

Always use a sharp pencil and a ruler.
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Question 6 (a) (ii)
Many candidates scored full marks on this question by incorporating exact tourist data into
their answer.

Examiner Comments

A 3 mark response: descriptive comments are backed up with
accurate tourist data (using the correct units).
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Question 6 (a) (iii)
Most candidates could articulate the differences between a backpacking holiday and a
package holiday.

Examiner Comments

A 2 mark response - clear / simple definition for both types of holiday.
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Question 6 (b) (ii)
The Butler Model was in general not well understood. There were many misconceptions
about the numbers of visitors and levels of investment. There was little exemplification/
data used in answers which therefore tended to list points. These were mainly about the
development of accommodation and man – made attractions.

Examiner Comments

A 4 mark answer. This candidate has successfully outlined the
development stage by mentioning the importance of tourism to the area,
the environment, the growing number of man-made attractions (with
exemplification - hotels) and the growth in the number of tourists.

Examiner Tip

To achieve 4 marks include a range of characteristics and specific
knowledge. In response to this question this might include management
of facilities mainly by locals, rather than large companies and the idea of
the physical attractions of the area yet to be compromised by the influx
of the tourists and development of human attractions.
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Question 6 (b) (iii)
Some candidates wrote about overall increases in tourism rather than the specific area in
the source. The best answers gave a narrative such as “There is a variety of accommodation
such as hotel, b & b, camping and caravanning which suit a range of people’s need and
these will attract people to come to the area as they can stay there for as long as they
like.” However many answers just listed these items from the source with little or no
development.

Examiner Comments

A 4 mark response. This candidate has made good use of the resource,
identifying the accommodation (plus development), golf courses and
moorland scenery as reasons for the increase in tourism.

Examiner Tip

Write in full sentences rather than a 'list'.
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Question 6 (c)
Most candidates were easily able to outline the positive economic effects of the growth of
tourism but few gave a specific example. To be really convincing examples needed to be as
specific as naming a tourist facility or service which generates income and employment e.g.
The Buck Inn in Malham.
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Question 6 (d)
The majority of answers listed a number of strategies mainly focussed around reduced use
of fuels; the better ones linked this to reduced emissions/greenhouse effect. There was
frequent focus on recycling strategies e.g. composting toilets, locally grown food and use of
grey water for irrigation but little development as to how this helps the environment.
The most popular answers were about the Footsteps project in Gambia and candidates
were very familiar with the descriptive features but less confident when explaining how
they helped the environment. Some tried to link economic benefits (such as employing
local people) and a few recognised that improved local economy could be beneficial to the
environment. There were some very localised examples from other areas but the detail was
lacking and answers were vague.
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Examiner Comments

Top Level 3: good breadth of localised information about the
Footsteps Project in Gambia. The candidate has also included a
good balance of explanations which have depth.

Examiner Tip

To write a good answer state the local benefits but also
explain how the management strategy actually helped
to protect the environment.
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Paper Summary
In order to improve their performance, candidates should:
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•

Use a sharp pencil and a ruler to complete graphs – this will help to improve accuracy.

•

Check the scale used by graphs – these vary for different questions.

•

Study the key of a resource carefully – use the information in the key to help to complete
a particular resource.

•

When asked, use DATA in a written description of what a resource shows. Always include
the correct units.

•

Be clear about the demands for different command words. The most common are
‘describe’, ‘outline’ and ‘explain’ – each one of these demands different things from the
candidates.

•

For a level-marked questions, the most important thing for a Level 2 answer is the
inclusion of some form of explanation, backed up by some local detail.

•

For a Level 3 response, there need to be at least two different explained points – and a
good balance of explanation plus good local detail for full marks.

•

Remember that the marks awarded for questions requiring ‘an example’ will usually
reserve one mark for the correct contextualised use of an example. If this is absent, that
candidate will be limited in the number of marks that they could potentially obtain.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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