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Introduction
This paper was in its second outing and proved to be well received by centres. The number of
candidates sitting in this session was reduced, however, this is due to a sound performance by
candidates in last summer's series and the fact that many centres submitted retake students in this
session.
The paper provides little issue in time constraint as most candidates confortably complete the paper
in the alloted time. While most candidates were able to use the space provided for their answers
some still wrote answers outside the allocated space. If candidates are to do this they must ensure
that they clearly direct the examiner to the location of their extra writing.
The popularity of questions followed a similar pattern to the summer with Coastal Landscapes and
Tectonic Landscapes proving to be the most popular responses. Although Glacial Landscapes is by
far the least popular option it is clearly being well taught by centres and candidates performance
achieves high marks. The River Landscapes option was less popular than the summer.
In part B the Wasteful World option proved to be very popular, possibly owing to the good performance
of candidates in last summers series. However, it was pleasing to see a good performance from those
centres on the Watery World option.
Overall students have shown a competence with the phyiscal geography topics as the performance by
many candidates remains at a high level.
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Question 1 (a) (i)
Many candidates were able to correctly identify the answer as slumping, with some referring to
acceptable answers such as slide or landslide. There was some confusion with most notably soild
creep, however cliff retreat or erosion were common also. Candidates need to familiarise themselves
with the command of mass movment to point them to the correct answer.

Question 1 (a) (ii)
The intended answer of Beach (Y) and Cliff (Z) were outdone by bay and headland which were
also acceptable answers. Clearly without an arrow directing candidates to a specific landform the
interpretation of the landform was unclear, and therefore a wider range of answers were deemed
acceptable.
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Question 1 (a) (iii)
The majority of candidates were familiar with the correct swash/backwash relationship, with tall
waves (relative to length) and powerful waves also common responses. Fewer picked up on the notion
of frequency or plunging motion of these waves. Candidates could improve if they were to learn
specific facts regarding waves such as above 1m high, or 10-14 waves breaking per minute.

Examiner Comments
This was a good answer, albeit bulleted, with specific characteristics
of destructive waves including some specific numerical data to
support. Steep beach was allowed even though this is not a specific
characteristic of the wave itself.

Examiner Tip
Use of a diagram in such a question with the
features labelled on, will help the examiner
understand clearly what you mean in your written
points.
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Question 1 (b) (i)

The majority of candidates understood the difference between hard and soft engineering and were
able to correctly identify this as hard engineering.

Question 1 (b) (ii)
This question proved to be a good discriminator as a significant minority mistakenly identified the
groynes breaking the waves and therefore stopping erosion. Many candidates were able to make the
link to groynes preventing longshore drift, but fewer developed this point to suggest that this led to
the beach building up. Some candidates understood how the beach absorbed wave energy. A minority
achieved the full three marks as the application of knowledge in this circumstance proved tricky.

Question 1 (b) (iii)
Candidates generally were familiar with cliff formation but struggled with the concept of a wave
cut platform. To gain full marks students were required to identify a whole sequence, including an
element of retreat of the cliff face. In addition students were required to use annotation in their
answer. Many were held at three marks as they labelled rather than annotated. In this circumstance
annotation required a basic sentence. Students need to learn to differentiate between annotation and
labelling.
Additionally students must learn not to be too descriptive in their answer, and to include explanation.
In this item, the most common explanations related to the collapse of the cliff face due to gravity,
but explanation could also be reached with a development of the erosional process or an explanation
of the defensive mechanism of the wave cut platform. In order to achieve full marks students were
required to explain, include process, include full sequence and have annotations.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a response which includes a process, has
some explanation and has some sequence. However, to get to full
marks it would need to use annotation, not labels as shown here and
would need to complete the sequence.

Examiner Tip
Ensure you understand the difference between
annotation and labelling.
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Question 1 (c)
Although many candidates achieved more than two marks it is clear that they do not have a complete
understanding of the terms. Some candidates muddled fetch and geology, though a more common
mistake was that fetch was the strength of, or size of, the wave. Some candidates misread the
question and only answered on one of the factors, while many candidates did not appreciate the
idea of rate of recession; therefore answers which referenced coastal defenses were common. Some
candidates believed that a longer fetch produced a lower energy wave and therefore reduced the rate
of recession. Overall it is clear that a better understanding of these terms will help improve candidate
performance.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a candidate who has a clear understanding of
both fetch and geology. The points on fetch are well explained and the
relationship between fetch and geology is well developed in reference
to south west of England.

Examiner Tip
Ensure you understand the terms fetch and
geology. This will avoid uneccesary mistakes.
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Question 1 (d)
Candidates tended to provide genralised answers to this question as factual recall of specific points
was disappointing. Those that focused on the exmaples of Happisburgh, Walton, and Westward Ho
produced some of the best results. Use of coastal management examples were inappropriate in this
case. A limited number of candidates provided excellent answers with a range of different place
examples and a wide range of effects. Candidates need to be prepared for case study questions which
refer to a range of examples, as well as the classic management case study.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a top level one answer which typified a
generalised response. Here the candidate is descriptive, meaning that
they are unable to access level two.

Examiner Tip
On the case study questions to reach level 2
marks you need to include a specific point or
generaliations that are explained. To get to level 3,
candidates need to include a range of explanations
and specific points. In such a question more than
one located example with specific effects would be
appropriate for a high level mark!
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Question 2 (a) (ii)
Candidate responses varied on this item. Some candidates simply described the route of the river,
or spent needless time describing the characteristics of the river at point R. A number of candidates
focused their answer on river landforms such as river meandering or valley type, raising the question
whether they understood the term river characteristics. Candidates with clear focus easily picked
up the marks with reference to depth, width, discharge and velocity. It was pleasing to see some
candidates mention sediment size or roundness, or even channel roughness. Some candidates were
able to collect extra marks with explanation of their characteristics.

Examiner Comments
This was a typical response describing the route of the river and the
landforms found. It is questionable whether the candidate understands
the term characteristics.

Examiner Tip
Ensure that candidates understand the difference
between river characteristics and landforms.
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Question 2 (a) (i) X
Many candidates were able to identify this as watershed. Some confused it with drainage basin.

Question 2 (a) (i) Y
The majority of candidates identified this as mouth.

Question 2 (a) (i) Z
Due to the positioning of the arrow there was some confusion between conﬂuence and river channel,
yet both were acceptable. There was some confusion by candidates who thought this was a meander.

Question 2 (b) (i)
The vast majority of candidates identified this as hard engineering.
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
In this question candidates were required to apply their knowledge of river management. Many
candidates were able to recognise that concrete provided a more resistant barrier than the earthen
banks. However, few candidates linked this to erosion and were therefore limited to two marks. Some
candidates became obsessed with the notion of ﬂooding and therefore lost focus.

Examiner Comments
This was a good example of a response that had clear link to the
action of the concrete, and then linked it back to the the reduction of
erosion.

Examiner Tip
Ensure that you fully answer the question, and in
this case explain how the management reduces
erosion.
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Question 2 (b) (iii)
Many candidates were able to access three marks but found the final mark elusive. The annotation
was often the reason for not reaching full marks with candidates instead providing simple labels.
In this circumstance annoatation required a basic sentence. Students need to learn to differentiate
between annotation and labelling, and should practise this.
Candidates were commonly let down by not having sufficient explanation in their answer. In such a
question candidates could explain the process, or explain the cause for collapse. Candidates must also
ensure that they complete the sequence, but in doing so avoid being descriptive.
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Examiner Comments
Here the candidate shows a series of stages in waterfall formation but
lacks annotation therefore limits themselves to three marks.

Examiner Tip
Practise annotating diagrams when explaining the
formation of a landform.
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Question 2 (c)
Candidates showed a clear understanding on this question. The only mistakes involved confusion
between human and physical factors. It was nice to see candidates refer to hydrological process to
explain their factors such as deforestation leads to decreased interception and increased surface
runoff.

Examiner Comments
This is a good response with the candidate demonstrating a clear
understanding of how the factor leads to ﬂooding with reference to
process.

Examiner Tip
Try to avoid using the same reasoning for each
factor e.g. leads to increased surface run off.

Geography 5GA2H 01
16

Question 2 (d)
Although many candidates adopted the correct focus, many answers were too generalised and lacked
specific points, or a range of examples. Therefore answers struggled to get out of lower level 2 even if
they had some explanation. Good answers focused on the Boscastle ﬂood, Blandford Forum and some
even on the recent ﬂoods in Pakistan. Some candidates limited their performance with reference to
management case studies.

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a typical generalised response which lacked
sufficient explanation to get to level 2. Candidates need to have both
explanation and specific facts to reach level 3.

Examiner Tip
Try to learn more than one exmaple when referring
to effects, this way you will have more to talk
about. The examiners like to see reference to
recent topical examples if you can fit them in
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Question 3 (a) (ii)
This proved a tricky question for many candidates as they did not fulfil the requirements of the
question. Many candidates focused simply on outlining the process of freeze thaw weathering. Few
went on to suggest how such material was then used to undertake abrasion. Candidates were required
to suggest that the glacier transports weathered material and that it can be used to scrape along
the valley sides or base in the process of abrasion. Some candidates simply said that material carried
abraded the valley, but this did not gain credit as an outline of the process was required to gain the
mark.

Examiner Comments
This is a concise response which breiﬂy summarises the process of
freeze thaw but doesn't take up all the answer space in doing so. They
then clearly show that the glacier is responsible for moving material
and then how this transported material abrades by 'rubbing against the
land'.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully, this question did not
require a definition of the freeze thaw process but
an understanding of how such weathered material
can be used.
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Question 3a (i) J
Some candidates confused the corrie lake with the corrie, however the majority of answers were
correct.

Question 3 (a) (i) K
Most candidates were able to identify feature as arete.

Question 3 (a) (i) L
Initially this was considered to be a difficult landform to recognise, yet a surprising number correctly
identified this as a pyramidal peak. There were some who repeated the term arete, though we would
not ask for two of the same answers on one picture.

Question 3 (b) (i)
A disappointing number of answers did not manage to get two correct, but often got one of the two.
Many candidates were giving ground or terminal moraine from the photo but these are clearly not
evident. Many candidates scored one on this response.

Question 3 (b) (ii)
Candidates did not have to stick to the lateral or medial moraine shown in the picture, yet many did.
Many had a good understanding of the type of moraine, but failed to link it to deposition therefore
limiting themselves to two marks. There were however some excellent answers from students who
have learnt glaciation, a testament to some good teaching.
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Question 3 (b) (iii)
This question produced a variety of responses from the candidates. Many failed to annotate their
diagrams and therefore limited themselves to three out of four marks available. Students need to
practise drawing annotated diagrams, with more than simple labels. The explanation of landforms is
a good opportunity for this. It was pleasing to see that many students recognised erratics as having
a different rock type from their surrounding and that they had travelled great distances. Students
must ensure that they explain, as some answers were a little descriptive. Some candidates could not
differentiate between normal material carried by the glacier and erratics. There was also a need to
mention the deposition element of the process as the glacier ablates.
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Examiner Comments
This is a typical answer where the candidate writes a fair response with
some explanation but does not give annotations therefore would be
unable to access full marks.

Examiner Tip
Be able to differentiate between annotations and
labels. Practise learning landform formation with
annotated diagrams!
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Question 3 (c)
There was a mixed response to this question. Candidates had a clear understanding of a range of
methods to reduce the effects of avalanches, however, answers were often descriptive, therefore
limited to two marks. Candidates need to ensure they write sufficient development to explain exactly
how their chosen method can reduce avalanche effects. Try not to generalise the method either. For
example some candidates used the same reasoning for avalanche fencing and afforestation, i.e. to
slow the ﬂow of snow, however avalanche fences actually build up snow behind them, therefore the
same reasoning is not applicable for both.

Examiner Comments
Here the candidate recognises three methods to reduce avalanches,
but only correctly develops one of them, the 'planting trees'. Without
two pieces of explanation the candidate is restricted to 3 marks.

Examiner Tip
When focusing on a question requiring methods
or reasons it is best to chose two or three and
fully develop each rather than list off a series of
methods.
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Question 3 (d)
This question provided some excellent answers, especially from those who cited the Galtur case study
and could explain the complex weather systems and the 'melt crust'. Some of the less able candidates
quickly skated over the causes and devoted their answer to the human effects, though this was in
the minority of answers. Although a tricky concept, many of the candidates were able to explain the
intricacies of weather systems in answer to this question and were able to include multiple pieces of
specific information.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a clear level 3 response with inclusion of specific
points and some explanation. Although the candidate is side-tracked at
the end with reference to effects they have a good understanding of
the causes.

Examiner Tip
Learn the avalanche case studies in two parts,
causes and effects. Hopefully this will avoid any
confusion in the exam.
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Question 4 (a) (i)
Most candidates correctly identified Alaska.

Question 4 (a) (ii)
Although there were still errors by some there seems to be a significant improvment in candidates
ability to answer distribution questions. Many candidates were able to identify the location of
earthquakes near plate boundaries, or by the coast, with many also picking up anomalies such as near
Hawaii, or some in inland USA. Some impressive candidates quoted longitude and latitude data in
locating earthquakes. However, there are still centres whose candidates looked to give explanation
and did not identify the command describe. A great overall improvement on describing distribution.

Examiner Comments
This candidate picks up marks for link to plate boundaries, map
evidence (west of North America) and a clustering in Caribbean. They
could have identified an anomaly to take them to 4.

Examiner Tip
Candidates should try to use words like clustered,
dispersed or linear in their descriptions to allow
more succinct answers.
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Question 4 (a) (iii)
Many candidates were able to recognise the difference between the focus and the epicentre.
However, many candidates still describe the epicentre as above the crust, which is incorrect. They
should take more care in the wording of their answers in this respect. Some good answers focused on
the difference in location, i.e. focus below crust, epicentre on the crust above the focus, while some
outlined the difference in action. A common mistake was mixing of focus and epicentre definitions.

Examiner Comments
This is a good clear answer with precise definitions of both location and
action differences. This is well worth full marks.

Examiner Tip
Learn the specific terms in tectonics such as focus
and epicentre.
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Question 4 (b) (i)
For what was meant to be a straight forward question many candidates did not understand the term
human activity, instead putting a land use. Therefore a surprisingly large number of candidates failed
to score one mark. Common mistakes were answers such as buildings, towns or houses.

Question 4 (b) (ii)
This was generally answered very well by the majority of candidates who could give a wide range of
reasons. Although this was an outline question many felt the need to explain therefore resulting in a
wide range in the depth of the answer but a lack of variation in marks awarded. Some good responses
linked to fertile soils, or social reasons.

Examiner Comments
This typified a very detailed response with a wide range of reasons.
This candidate even offered explanation, adding to the quality of their
answer.

Examiner Tip
Be sure to be able to differentiate the reasons why
people live near volcanoes from the reasons why
they live near earthquakes. Reference to examples
always makes responses seem more realistic.
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Question 4 (b) (iii)
This question proved to differentiate really well as many candidates could not distinguish between
volcanism at plate boundaries and volcanism associated with hotspots. Compounded by lack of
annotated diagrams few candidates accessed full marks on this question. Of the relatively few good
responses, the idea of a convecting mantle plume or movement of the oceanic plate over a stationary
hotspot leading to the formation of island chains were a pleasant surprise when read. Candidates
need to understand the differences in eruption mechanisms at plate boundaries and hotspots wihch
ultimately lead to different types of volcanism. This is an area which requires improvement for the
future.
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Examiner Comments
This response, albeit rare in appearance, was excellent as the
candidate clearly understands the concept of hotspots, uses processes
such as convection and develops their formation sequence. Although
the annoatations were in teetering on being labels, they were
considered more than one word labels therefore were acceptable to
take this to four marks.

Examiner Tip
Be able to differentiate between volcanism at
plate boundaries and at hotspots. Also, practise
annotated diagrams when explaining landforms.
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Question 4 (c)
Candidates showed a great understanding of the methods to reduce the effects of earthquakes
but varied in their ability to explain them. Building design was a common response, though some
generalised by suggesting that earthquake proof buildings could reduce effects. Good answers
focused on aspects of building design such as cross-bracing or window shutters and then explained
how these specific methods were able to reduce the effects. Some candidates were still under the
belief that scientists can accurately predict earthquakes, yet some excellent answers recognised that
although scientists couldn't predict earthquakes that their trial and error had led to improvements in
emergency resposne or building design.

Examiner Comments
This was an answer which was too descriptive and generalised both
points made. It could have been improved with clarification on how
building design could be improved or exactly what people should do in
preparation for earthquake events.

Examiner Tip
Try and learn a series of different building
modifications which can reduce earthquakes. Look
at buildings in San Francisco and Tokyo as there are
great examples there.
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Question 4 (d)
This question produced a range of responses with the most common mistake being that candidates
superficially covered causes and then detailed the effects. There were some great examples of the
Haiti earthquake and the Montserrat volcanic eruptions. Some answers relating to the Icelandic
volcano Eyjafjallajokull missed the opportuntity to avoid generalisations and simply described
eruptions at divergent plate boundaries. Reference to glacial interaction would have given such
answers more specific detail. Of those who did manage to focus on causes, some only referred to
plate setting, while the best answers included all such information and then explained the mechanism
of either the earthquake or volcanic event. The best explanations were often associated with
earthquakes as the mechanism for most of these is fairly generic. Although some centres tried their
luck moving away from the texts, it would be nice to see a few more recent examples especially
given much more recent acitvity reported in the news.

Examiner Comments
This is an exmaple of a good response, reaching level 3. It
has accurate plate setting and can explain the subduction
occurring. This response has specific information relating to the
Mt. St. Helens event and includes the 'bulge' and the pressure
build up, leading to the lateral blast. If the candidate had
devloped these themes they could have pushed for full marks.

Examiner Tip
Ensure you can differentiate between
cause and effect. Don't just learn
effects as they are easier. Causes of
tectonic events relate to plate setting
and trigger mechanism of event.
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Question 5 (a) (i)
The vast majority of candidates correctly identified Bexley has having the highest recycling rate.

Question 5 (a) (ii)
This question proved to be a good discriminator. While some centres had clearly taken on board the
advice from the summer series regarding describing distribution, some centres clearly still need to
practise. Common mistakes included describing other recycling rate percentages, which returned no
credit, or trying to explain their findings. Many candidates were able to identify that the distribution
was around the centre of London, or focused on the river Thames. Some good answers identified the
north east, south west trend. This is certainly the type of question which will be likely to appear again
in the future. Centres should ensure that candidates are well prepare for such a question.

Examiner Comments

This response is a good example of identifying the main pattern of
location around the centre, backing this up with map evidence and
then going on to identify that there are some exceptions to the edge of
London.

Examiner Tip
Remember on distribution questions, identify the
main pattern, then try and identify an exception.
Then use map evidence to support your findings.
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Question 5 (a) (iii)
Many candidates had little trouble in identifying two types of domestic waste. However, centres should
be aware of first rule, which means that if a candidate writes two answers on one line that their first
answer will be taken, especially if they then go onto write another answer on the second line.

Question 5 (a) (iv)
This question was well answered probably owing to its repeat appearance on the paper. The
majority of answers were focused on Germany or the UK and many of the German examples had
excellent specific information. However, candidates commonly described what Germany was doing
rather than clearly explain why they undertake such measures. Good answers on German waste
management explained by commenting on the ideal geology for landfill, or the need to export waste
due to insufficient facility currently within the country. Answers focusing on the UK tended to be
generalised and many focused on the local area. More specific information would certainly improve
such answers. Another issue with this question was candidates desire to write excessive amounts on
this four mark question. Candidates are provided with sufficient space in the paper to write a good
answer.

Examiner Comments
This was an example of a candidate who was clearly
able to explain their points. They avoided the common
mistake of being too descriptive. The answer is
supported by some clear specific information.

Examiner Tip
Ensure that when referring to an example
or a case study, that your answer is not
descriptive and clearly gives reasons for
the measures given in your answer.
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Question 5 (b) (i)
The majority of candidates identified this energy type as wind or renewable.

Question 5 (b) (ii)
This was well answered by the majority of candidates. Some made the mistake of mentioning that
wind turbines make the area colder. Many identified the issues with bird migration or the noise
pollution.

Question 5 (b) (iii)
A genrally well answered question with many candidates achieving two or three marks. Common
responses included the long lasting supply (renewable), the lack of emissions assoicated with the
turbines, or the ability to place on land or sea. Some candidates limited their answer by repeating the
point on renewable energy, however, these were in the minority.
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Question 5 (b) (iv)
Although this posed little difficulty for many candidates, some did turn the question around to
describe measures to reduce energy wastage. There was often alot of repetition in students answers,
it would be nice to see more of a range of methods. A minority of candidates focused on waste not
energy, but this was not a common occurence. It would be nice to see candidates write full answers
not just bullet points.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate gives two valid points such as leaving the TV
on standby and leaving the lights on. The candidate then mentions
recycling which in this circumstance was not credited. The candidate
could improve their response by focusing on what type of energy is lost,
or where it is lost.

Examiner Tip
When describing write full sentences and separate
each point so the examiner can clearly see each
point made.
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Question 5 (c)
This question proved to be a real challenge for many candidates, many of whom had scored well
across the rest of the question. The majority of answers tended to generalise and lack any clear
explanation or specific points. The question came directly from the specification therefore centres
need to guide students to be able to identify the requirements of the questions based on this
specification language.
Many candidates gave reference to measure such as double glazed windows, or cavity wall insulation
but lacked any specific information to take their answer beyond level 2. Many of the better answers
stood clear above the rest, therefore this question differentiated well. Level 3 answers often referred
to CHP schemes, or local authority schemes. An alarming minority of candidates still confuse energy
wastage with recycling, and gained no credit unless they made specific link back to the energy saving
component of the scheme. Overall it seemed that many candidates were unfamiliar with the notion of
local scale and therefore just focused on general points to do with the home.

Examiner Comments
This was a typical of candidates who gave generalised responses to
domestic waste. Here the candidate also has confused the answer with
recycling therefore limiting their overall score to level 1.

Examiner Tip
Be clear on the difference between domestic and
local scale waste schemes. Ensure that you use
specific information to support your answers as this
will enable you to reach level 2 marks.
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Question 6 (a) (i)
The majority of candidates scored well on this question.

Question 6 (a) (ii)
This distribution was far better answered than the corresponding question in the waste section. Many
candidates used map evidence well in support of their answers and many identified close proximity
to the equator or the prevalence of cholera in Africa or Asia. Some good answers noted that although
cholera was rife in Africa that there were some exceptions such as Egypt and Libya.

Examiner Comments
Although this response is concise it covers enough in three lines to
easily get full marks. The candidate uses map evidence well.

Examiner Tip
Remember to identify the main trend and the
exceptions to help you score well on describing
distribution questions.
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Question 6 (a) (iii)
Responses to this question were varied as it required candidates to apply their knowledge of waterborne disease to a lack of clean water. Weaker answers tended to repeat the question without clearly
explaining why the lack of clean water led to increased disease. Some good answers focused on
the reasons for lack of clean water such as inadequate sewerage facilities or inability to purchase
pipelines. Some candidates could explain how drinking dirty water led to increased disease with
reference to bacteria formation in stagnant water. Many candidates mentioned the idea of being
forced to drink dirty water as they had little other choice, yet were unable ot expand upon this.

Question 6 (b) (i)
This question proved to be a tricky one leading to a variety of responses. A common mistake was
that candidates focused on ﬂooding subsequent to resevoir creation, which did not gain credit. Good
answers focused on the issues of ﬂooding with the creation of the resevoir, such as land loss, damage
to animal habitat or forced migration. Some good responses related to the issues associated with the
building of the 3 Gorges project in China. Many candidates overlooked the instruction of 'resevoirs
such as Bewl Water'.

Examiner Comments

This response has made the mistake of mentioning ﬂooding subsequent
to creation of the resevoir. Seeing as dams are able to release excess
water this was not credited. However, credit is gained at the end in
reference to land lost.

Examiner Tip
Read the question carefully to pick up on the exact
demands.
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Question 6 (b) (ii)
Many candidates provided a creditworthy response to this item, many quoting aquifers as a correct
answer.

Question 6 (b) (iii)
This was fairly well answered dependent on the focus of the response. Candidates who focused on the
Spanish example tended to easily amass three marks. However, common mistakes made by candidates
involved writing about spatial imbalance as opposed to seasonal. In such circumstances the focus
was about a rainfall and population imbalance rather than different amounts of rainfall across the
year. Candidates who did write about seasonal imbalance need to ensure that they comment on the
effect of the imbalance. Good answers using the Spanish example were able to mention the farmers
purchasing water from the black market to meet their needs.
It is clear that centres need to help their candidates differentiate between seasonal and spatial
rainfall imbalance.

Examiner Comments
This is a good answer using specific information to support their points.
There is a clear recognition of the seasonal imbalance, the problems
associated with tourism and the impact upon farmers.

Examiner Tip
Ensure candidates understand the difference
between seasonal imbalance and spatial
differences between population and rainfall.
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Question 6 (c)

This question proved to be a good discriminator in that candidate understanding of appropriate
technology was highly varied. Many candidates were able to recognise a variety of appropriate
technology methods but failed to explain how they provide water to small communities. This
question generated alot of definitions from candidates therefore often limiting them to two marks.
Some candidates did not understand the difference between appropriate technology and large
scale irrigation schemes. The best answers were often focused on hand-dug wells or boreholes as
candidates were able to explain how the methods produced clean water to locals.

Examiner Comments
An excellent response which explains how hand-dug wells operate and
how their construction reduces pollution. This candidate has a clear
understanding of a range of appropriate technology methods.

Examiner Tip
Ensure you can differentiate between appropriate
technology and other water provision schemes.

Geography 5GA2H 01
40

Question 6 (d)
This question produced some excellent responses with many candidates reaching level 2 or 3. The
best answers were focused on the Colarado river or the Tigris/Euphrates scheme. What differentiated
between level 2 and 3 responses were the details given about the conﬂict. Many candidates gave great
detail on the scheme but some gave little on the subsequent conﬂict therefore were limited to level
2 marks. A few candidates focused their answer on the 3 Gorges project which recieved little credit
unless conﬂict was the focus. Overall, this was a significant improvement on last summer's case study
question, with good reference to specific detail.
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Paper Summary
This paper highlighted a strong performance across the options. In part A the Glacial Landscapes
option was taken by relatively few candidates but there were some excellent performances by
candidates. This is testament to the specialist teaching of Glaciation in some centres. Tectonic
Landscapes proved to be the most popular option in part A but performance was more variable. In part
B the performance on Wasteful and Watery Worlds was relatively equal.
In summary to the paper, there are some key areas which could help improve candidate performance.
Annotated diagrams of landform formation clearly need practise, and candidates need to be able to
distinguish between annotations and labels. Description of distribution was generally improved since
the last exam series, but candidates still need to focus on identifying the overall trend, use map
evidence to support and then identify the exceptions to the overall pattern. In case study questions
students must ensure that they use specific information to enable them to reach Level 2 or even Level
3 responses. This is important especially where the question asks for a range of examples. Finally
candidates could improve by practising questions which require them to apply their knowledge as
these were the ones which candidates struggled with most.
I hope that candidate performance continues to remain at a high standard for the upcoming summer
series and that the papers continue to be well recieved by centres.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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