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Introduction
This was the third series for this paper. It was the first attempt for many of the centres
but clearly excellent preparation had taken place with past papers being used as mock
examinations. It was obvious from the candidates’ responses that they had been well
prepared for the Challenges to the Planet questions with some excellent responses being
seen.
The Geographical skills section was much stronger in this examination with the majority of
the candidates being able to demonstrate their skills. The skills section continues to be the
lowest scoring section but this is due to the nature of the skills questions.
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Question 1 (a)
This question required the candidates to identify features on the map using the photograph;
it also tested their ability to determine distance on a map. The majority of the candidates
were able to identify feature T and S and some of the candidates had problems identifying
the village at R, although from the answers seen the candidates coped very well with this
question.

Question 1 (b)
The candidates were able to describe the site of Durham, although a number did refer to
the shape of the city. Some had problems identifying the relief on which it was built. The
majority of them picked up 2 marks for identifying the river which ﬂows through the city.
The candidates did find it difficult to obtain the mark for situation.

Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate has explained
the site. This is not a requirement of the
question. However, there is enough information
on site and situation to award 3 marks.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that candidates know the difference
between describe and explain.
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Examiner Comments

This response answers both parts of
the question having map evidence on
site and situation.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should practice looking for and
including map evidence in their answers.

Question 1 (c) (iii)
Candidates were able to describe the section of the River Browney with some accuracy.
Some lost marks because they were not precise enough with their answers. For example,
they referred to woodland but did not state where the woodland was or name the woodland.
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Question 1 (c) (i-ii)
There was a vast improvement in candidate performance on this question. Many candidates
were able to locate the required features one map. However, the telephone did cause
problems for about 60% of the candidates. Candidates should regularly practice completing
sketch maps to ensure that they are used to the different ways that features can be
portrayed.
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Examiner Comments

On this response the candidate has successfully
located the mast. However, the post office is not
quite accurate and the telephone is in the correct
pace but a line has not been drawn to indicate its
exact location on the map. The road is incorrect.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that features are located accurately
and are drawn at the correct scale.
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Question 2 (a) (i)
This question was very well received by the candidates. It was pleasing to see how many of
them achieved the 2 marks that were allocated to it.

Examiner Comments

There was no requirement for candidates to state the location of their plot on the sxcattergraph.
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Examiner Comments

Both of these crosses are slightly
inaccurate; however, they were close
enough to receive credit.

Examiner Tip

Encourage candidates to accurately
locate their plots on graphs.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)
This type of question requires candidates to evaluate a display technique. It was very well
received with most candidates achieving the allocated 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

The response mentions that the graph shows
a relationship and what the relationship is of.
Therefore, it received 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This was another good response in
which the candidate mentioned the
relationship and the trend that is shown.
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Question 2 (a) (iii)
The majority of the candidates scored well on this question. However, the ones that made a
sweeping statement about width and depth and included data only received 3 marks. There
had to be a mention of the anomalous result either in words or numbers for the candidates
to score full marks.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has clearly understood the command
and has clearly described the changes in width and
depth. However, there is no use of data; therefore
the mark would have been held at 2 even though
the description is worth 4 marks.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that candidates fulfil the
requirements of the question in regards to
the inclusion of data.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has described fully what has happened
to width and depth and included correct data.
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Question 2 (b)
This question required the candidates to display their knowledge on how ICT can enhance
the preparation for and the collection of fieldwork data. A number of the candidates misread
the question or did not understand the terminology and wrote about the presenting of data
using Excel. The use of Excel to collect information in the field via a questionnaire answer
sheet was perfectly acceptable.

Examiner Comments

This response deals with a number of ways that ICT
can be used to enhance fieldwork. The marks are
awarded for the reference to ‘Google’ and researching
not for the reference to presenting data.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that candidates recognise
the difference between collecting
and presenting data.

Examiner Comments

Although this response deals with GIS and what it can
enable geographers to do it is still relevant for the question
on collecting fieldwork data. 3 marks were awarded.
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Question 3 (a) (i)
This question was answered correctly by most of the candidates.

Question 3 (a) (ii)
This question was answered correctly by most of the candidates. Some did not total the
amount of aid giving as a response the amount for 1 year.

Question 3 (a) (iii)
This question was well received by the candidates with many of them receiving full marks.

Examiner Comments

This was a textbook response.

Examiner Comments

A good response worth two marks for the
reference to carbon dioxide and global warming.
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Question 3 (a) (iv)
This question was extremely well received by the candidates with many receiving the
allocated four marks.

Examiner Comments

There are 4 clear marks here. Rise in global temperatures;
rises in sea level causing low lying land will be ﬂooded;
retreating glaciers, and habitat problems endangering polar
bears. There is no mark for changing crop patterns, as the
candidate does not give a negative effect of this.

Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates how examples can be used even
when they are not requested and will always receive credited.
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Examiner Comments

There are 4 clear marks in this response. A reference
to ice caps melting; sea levels rising, and an
example of the effect on London. It finishes with a
comment about animals and extinction.

Examiner Comments

This response only scores two marks for its
reference to ice caps and sea levels. The rest of
the response is too general to receive credit.
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Question 3 (b)
This question did pose some problems for candidates. In many instances they were able to
write about different local responses. However, the question asks the candidates to explain.
The majority of the responses described, and therefore were limited to 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

This is typical response seen which relate to
recycling. Although recycling may reduce climate change on
a local level, this response does not relate the action to the
climate change, and therefore would only receive 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

This response describes ways that schools can be
more sustainable but does not link this to climate
change. 1 mark would have been awarded.
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Examiner Comments

This response does not link their answer to climate
change except for a reference to carbon dioxide. Again
this answer would have received 1 mark.
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Question 4 (a) (i)
This question was well received by candidates although many gave reasons for its
introduction instead of describing what it is. Others implied that it was a charge for entering
urban areas rather than city centres.

Examiner Comments

This response gives a simple definition
of congestion charge with an
explanation of why it was introduced.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should learn
definitions of congestion charge
and other specification terms.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has the correct idea about
certain areas of the city although is a little
confused about charging. Although what
they have written is correct.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
The majority of the candidates scored well on this question, demonstrating a good
awareness of why congestion charging was introduced.

Examiner Comments

This candidate just makes the three marks with
reference to reducing traffic, reducing emissions
and encouraging the use of public transport.

Examiner Comments

This is not a clear response. It implies that
congestion charge reduces traffic and actually states
that it reduces pollution. The third mark is gained
with the point about earning money for local councils.
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Examiner Tip

Always ensure that the candidate
answers the question not as in this
case states the problem.

Question 4 (a) (iii)
Some excellent responses were seen to this question. Candidates were well versed in
Park and Ride and the use of the bus system in Brazil. This question did lead to a lot of
candidates overwriting and candidates should be reminded that if there are 3 marks the
examiner is looking for 3 clear points.

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response on park and ride.

Examiner Comments

This response shows an excellent use of
an example to explain park and ride.
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Question 4 (b)
This question was well received by the candidates with many of them scoring in level 2 and
above. The biggest problems were the candidates who only had examples about farming
to draw upon which is not correct for the Specification which deals with resource extraction
and its effects.

Examiner Comments

This response has an excellent example with
the destruction that is occurring in Ecuador and
the effects of that destruction. However, the
information about Papua New Guinea is not about
resource extraction but is the farming of palm oil
therefore the example cannot be credited.
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Examiner Tip

Ensure that examples are about resource
extraction and its effects; not about the
destruction of rainforest areas for farming.

Examiner Comments

This response has a number of specific points but fails to really
explain the relevance of them to Tropical Rainforest areas.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should always develop each point into
an explanation; not simply state specific points.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer which draws
on a number of specific examples with
clear explanation.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates should learn one or two
specific points per example and do not
forget to explain their points.

Examiner Comments

This is a very general response that could be about any area in the
world. The first example is about cutting down trees for farming, which
is not resource exploitation and therefore would be discounted. The next
effect is about the loss of trees and the effect on global warming. This is
not about the effect on tropical rainforest areas and so does not receive
credit. There is one creditworthy point about the endangering of species.

Examiner Tip

Candidates must ensure that examples are
about resource exploitation and not farming.
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Examiner Comments

This response has a number of specific
points which are explained. The response
would achieve level 3.
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Paper Summary
The majority of the questions were well received and the mean of the paper which indicates
candidate performance continues to improve. There were few questions that the whole
of the candidates found challenging. The best performing question was 3aiv, which the
candidates seemed to ‘enjoy’ answering and the worst performing question was 3b which
the candidates did not respond to correct because they described rather than explaining.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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