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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world.
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers.
Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specific questions about
the content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may find
our Ask The Expert email service helpful.
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated
Geography telephone line: 0844 372 2185

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online tool that offers teachers unrivalled insight into exam
performance.
You can use this valuable service to see how your students performed according to a range of
criteria – at cohort, class or individual student level.

•
•
•
•

Question-by-question exam analysis
Skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification
Downloadable exam papers, mark schemes and examiner reports
Comparisons to national performance

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024
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Introduction
This unit examines candidates ability to apply their geographical skills and to answer knowledge
based questions on Global Challenges. A large proportion of the candidates did not score well on
the first two questions which tested map and graphical skills. Most candidates scored more highly
on the knowledge based global challenge questions. Centres are reminded that there is a skills
list provided on the Edexcel website and that candidates will be expected to be competent in the
range of skills that are listed.

Question 1
This question required candidates to be able to relate a photograph to the map. Many found this
skill challenging giving the answer of Amble for a1 and Warkworth for aii.

Question 1(b)
This question required candidates to recognise features on a photograph and relate them to the
map requiring the same skills as question 1(a).
A large number of the candidates simple answered church, in the first box, which indicated that
they had not referred to the key. Church with spire was accepted although is not strictly how it
was written in the key.
Identification of the bridge proved problematic to a number of the candidates although many
achieved the mark through identifying the road.
Surprisingly a number of candidates could not identify the road at the bottom of the photograph.
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Question 1(c)
Questions which ask for a ‘distribution’ to be described are notorious for being poorly answered
and this was no exception. Very few candidates acquired full marks

Examiner Comments

In this example the candidate's opening statement
describes the general pattern. The candidate then
becomes more specific and discusses actual areas of
woodland.

Examiner Tip
To describe a distribution candidates should start
with a general comment something like – ‘much
of the woodland on the map is found in the river
valleys’
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Examiner Comments
The candidate again starts with a general statement about the
distribution of woodland on the map. There are then a number
of specific points about particular areas of woodland.

Question 1(d)
A number of candidates did not read this question properly giving kilometres and metres such as
9.6km when the question clearly states that the answer should be given to the nearest kilometre.
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Question 1(e)
Candidates found this question very challenging. Many were able to plot the route of the road but
did not appear to know how to complete the rest of the map. Many simply writing on the map
where the features were instead of using the key as instructed. This is a skill that needs to be
practiced as it is part of the Specification.

Examiner Comments
In this example the candidate accurately located the road and the
other required features. However, the location of the lighthouse is
too far south of the actual point to achieve the mark.
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Question 2(a)(i)
The majority of candidates achieved full marks on this question although a few muddled the
ages.

Question 2(a)(ii)
Candidates did well on this question with many including the required data. Many did not discuss
the structure as a whole. This is a skill which should be developed as this question required them
to comment on the age structure not simply describe the age structure.

Question 2(b)(i)
This question proved problematic for candidates to achieve the three marks. Many had little to
no understanding of the principle of layering and of GIS, without the stimuli this would have been
a poorly answered question.

Examiner Comments

This candidate describes what layering is and states two
advantages of layering information.
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Examiner Comments

This answer achieved full marks. The candidate
states what GIS maps are, describes their uses and
states their advantages.

Question 2(b)(ii)
Generally most candidates could suggest a reasonable group of people that would use this
information.

Question 3(a)(i)
A well answered question with the majority of candidates attaining the mark.

Question 3(a)(ii)
A well answered question with the majority of candidates attaining the mark.
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Question 3(a)(iii)
A good discriminator with most candidates achieving two out of the three available marks.
Candidates displayed a good knowledge of the causes of the increase in methane gas.

Examiner Comments

This was the most common accurate response. Candidates discussed the
increase in western style diets and therefore the presence of more cows. Other
common answers developed the point about increasing populations in China
and India and their reliance on rice which releases methane when grown.

Question 3(a)(iv)
Candidates all too often were confused by the greenhouse effect and the ozone layer. Most
candidates were able to make reasonable salient points about gasses being released into
the atmosphere and then the confusion would begin. Better candidates had clear clarity of
greenhouse gasses and the greenhouse effect.

Question 3(a)(v)
Many candidates could outline the negative effects of climate change on the environment but
appeared to either not appreciate that they needed to use specific examples or they did not
know any. The ones that had learnt their examples wrote excellent answer to this question.
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Question 4(a)(i)
Well answered by the majority of candidates.

Question 4(a)(ii)
A large number of the candidates either did not read the question properly or do not know the
difference between a continent and a country because a very common answer was ‘Malaysia’.

Question 4(a)(iii)
Many candidates did not have the required detail of examples to attain above 2 marks on this
4 mark question. They were able to outline the problems of resource extraction but could not
illustrate this with examples.

Question 4(b)
Many candidates were able to write about two schemes usually ‘Park and Ride’ and ‘Congestion
Charging’ although their answers were often too general restricting their marks on many
occasions to level 2. the good candidates were able to discuss at least two schemes and give
specific details of how the operated. Candidates rarely explained the management, the better
candidates simply describing the schemes with specific detail.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade

Max. Mark

A*

A

B

C

D

E

U

Raw boundary mark

50

35

31

27

23

20

18

0

Uniform mark scale boundary

100

90

80

70

60

50

45

0
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