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Introduction 

In our vision for these new GCSE (2024) French, German and Spanish qualifications 

we committed to ‘transparency’ and providing ‘clear, concise and straightforward’ 

assessments. 

These paper guides are intended to complement the information provided in the 

Specifications for GCSE French, German and Spanish, by giving teachers access to 

the detailed instructions our paper writers receive when they are commissioned to 

create the live assessments.  

We know how much considered and consistent paper design matters to you and 

your students, so we want you to see the thought and care we have taken with the 

construction of our papers and the features you will be able to rely upon every exam 

series.  

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-german-specification-2024-draft-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-spanish-specification-2024-draft-1.pdf
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Structure of paper 

 Foundation Higher 

Structure 
and Marks 

50 marks made of 2 sections:  

• Section A, Listening comprehension, 40 marks 

• Section B, Dictation, 10 marks  

• Every transcript heard 3 times 

Exam 
duration 

45 minutes 1 hour 

Grade 
targets 

1 - 5 4 - 9 

Number of 
questions 

Section A:  
11 questions including 1 
question in two parts (Q11) 
 
Section B:  
6 sentences to complete 

Section A:  
9 questions including 2 
questions in two parts (Q8 and 
Q9) 
 
Section B:  
6 sentences to complete 

Crossover 
questions 

Q7, Q8, Q9 and Q10 Q1, Q2, Q3 and Q4 

Question 
language 

Question titles, rubrics and answers in English 

Vocab and 
grammar 

FT only FT and HT 

Total words Between 450 and 550 words Between 700 and 850 words 
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Content of paper 

In the Listening and understanding paper, students 

are assessed on their understanding of standard 

spoken target language in formal and informal 

contexts, and familiar and unfamiliar settings.  

Students need to: 

• identify and respond to key points, details and opinions 

• recognise the relationship between past, present and future events 

• undertake a short dictation in the target language, applying the principles by 
which spelling represents sounds in standard or widely used forms of French. 

This paper draws on the specified vocabulary (Appendix 1 of specifications) and 

grammar (Appendix 2 of specifications) and the focus of the passages will be taken 

from the thematic contexts listed in the specification. A mixture of thematic contexts 

and subjects will be used in the paper to allow for a wide range of vocabulary. 

Recordings have been created to reflect the following authentic listening scenarios: 

• newsflashes, newsclips, weather forecasts, public announcements, 
advertisements, monologues, conversations, podcasts, extracts of talks or 
presentations and short reports. 

Appendix 3 of the specifications holds a list of names of people that will be used in 

our assessments. In the Listening paper we will only use names taken from this list, 

in order to remove one barrier to understanding and cause of confusion. All students 

can become familiar with the pronunciation of these names and come to the 

examination with the same knowledge, so all their focus can be on understanding 

the assessed content of the paper. 

  

The ratio of formal to 
informal contexts is 
30% formal to 70% 
informal.  
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Transcripts 

Students are presented with short and medium-

length recorded scenarios involving one or more 

speakers.  

Words used in the transcripts are all taken from the 

vocabulary list including proper nouns (e.g. 

countries, cities, etc.). To avoid students confusing unfamiliar names of people with 

necessary vocabulary, we will only use names from the prescribed list in Appendix 3 

of the specifications. 

 

Transcript recording: creating the optimum 
assessment experience 

We want your students to answer as many 
questions as possible on the listening paper, but 
we know that sometimes students will lose 
confidence and give up if they are faced with a 
more complex transcript early in the exam.  

In our assessments, the difficulty level of the transcripts steadily ramps up as 
the paper progresses so that every student can keep going until they reach the limit 
of their knowledge and skill. Linguistic complexity will increase with later texts using 
a greater range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (see ‘Ramping of demand’ 
section).  

Recordings will be spoken using the standard form of the target language at no 
faster than a moderate pace. 

 

Repetitions and pauses 

We have also carefully considered the number of 
repetitions and the pause times in the papers to 
ensure a positive assessment experience for all 
students.  

Specific to GCSE listening tasks, where students 
do not have control of the recording, we wanted to remove the reliance on 
remembering what they heard in pause time (testing their memory) and focus more 
of the assessment time on testing their ‘listening’ skill. We provide students with 
three opportunities to hear the content, which allows them to complete questions 
to the best of their ability or to check their answers against the recording, rather than 
against their memory.  

Balance of single speaker 

(monologues) or multiple 

speakers (dialogues or 

conversations) 

Students will hear every 
transcript three times so 
they can complete gaps 
or check answers. 

Recordings will be 

spoken at no faster than a 

moderate pace. 
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Our recordings include: 

• 5 minutes of reading time at the start of the examination 

• 3 repeats of each transcript 

• pause after each question title, so students can re-familiarise with the questions 
and answer options (if there are options) 

• pause after each sentence uttered  

• pause after each playing of a transcript, which varies according to question type.  

We have focussed more pause time on the ‘open response’ questions, where 
students need to write more, rather than multiple choice questions, where pause 
time is sufficient for thinking and checking a box (see section on ‘Question design’ 
below).  

 

Pausing example 

The forward slash     indicates the position of pauses in the transcript below: 
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Question design  

In the listening paper a range of question types are 
used. In order to support students gaining familiarity with 
our papers, we have committed to using the same 
question types in the same location every time.  

Crossover questions: 

To support you with making tiering decisions, we have committed to Questions 7, 8, 
9 and 10 of the Foundation tier Listening paper crossing over to the Higher tier 
Listening paper as questions 1, 2, 3, 4 (respectively). 

 

Question type Foundation Higher 

Multiple choice (MCQ) Q1, Q5, Q7, Q10 Q1, Q4, Q8 

Multiple response (MRQ) Q2, Q4, Q9 Q3, Q9(a) 

Word cloud Q3, Q8 Q2, Q6 

Open response (Examples A and B) Q6, Q11(b) Q5, Q7 

Open response (Example C) Q11(a) Q9(b) 

Dictation Q12 Q10 

 

The following are examples of each question type listed above, from the accredited 
GCSE French Paper 2 sample assessment materials: 

 

Multiple choice question (MCQ) 

Select one option only.  

  

Same question types, 
in the same location, 
every time. 
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Multiple response question (MRQ) 

Select a specific number of options.  

 

Word cloud question 

Select appropriate word from cloud to fill the gaps.  

We have organised the cloud so that the range of possible answers for a question 
are grouped along one row of the cloud. 
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Open response question 

Student writes answer in English. Complete sentences are not required.  

We have provided additional structure for some open response questions (see 

Examples A and B below) and more traditional open response (see Example C 

below). 

Example A  

 

Example B 
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Example C 
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Dictation format 

Foundation tier         

  Introduction sentence explains the subject of the dictation 

The example will link to the subject 

Sentence 1: Two gaps – each to be filled with one word 

from the vocabulary list 

Sentences 2 and 3: Two gaps - one to be filled with one 

word from the vocabulary list, the other to be filled with 

one word from outside vocabulary list 

The example will link to the subject 

Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Open sentences, all words from the 

vocabulary list 
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Higher tier 

 

 

 

 

 

The rubric explains the subject of the dictation 

The example links to the subject 

Sentence 1: three gaps - two to be filled with 

words from the vocabulary list, one to be filled 

with one word from outside the vocabulary 

list 

Sentence 2: three gaps – one to be filled with a 

word from the vocabulary list, two to be filled 

with words from outside the vocabulary list 

 

The example links to the subject 

Sentences 3, 4, 5 and 6: Open sentences, all 

words from the vocabulary list. 

 

Sentences 5 & 6 may be longer and contain 

more demanding grammatical structures 
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Question order 

In Section A of the Listening paper, answers to questions will appear in order in the 
transcript. 

 

  

Distractors are taken 

from the transcript. 

They can also closely 

relate to the text and 

exist in the vocabulary 

list for Recall 

questions. 

Questions follow the 

order of the 

transcript (e.g. the 

answers to (a) and (b) 

appear in the first text 

(Clément) whilst the 

answer to (c) and (d) 

can respectively be 

found in texts 2 

(Yasmina) and 3 

(Mohamed). 

Incorrect answers are 

clearly incorrect, not 

the ‘least correct’! 

Text of multiple 

speakers  

First text, (Clément) is 

a little bit longer as 

targets 2 questions, (a) 

and (b)  
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Further details about question design 

Recall and process questions 

In Section A of  the listening paper, questions are designed to test recall and 
process skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Recall: the answer ‘B 
sister’ is a direct 
translation of a word 
heard in the 
transcript. 

Process: the answer ‘C hard-working’ requires processing the 
verb ‘travaille’ and adverb ‘beaucoup’ heard in the transcript to 
choose the correct answer, the adjective ‘hard-working’. 

Recall questions:  

by recognising specific words, the 
students can get the answer 
without having to rely heavily on 
their understanding of the structure 
of the language. 

Process questions:  

the students need to recognise 
grammatical and lexical 
relationships, in context, to work out 
the correct answer for a question. 
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One way in which we differentiate between the tiers is by adjusting the amount of 
recall and process marks available: 

• At Foundation tier there are 25 marks for recall questions (50%), 15 marks for 
process (30%). There are 10 marks for dictation (20%). 

• At Higher tier there are 15 marks for recall questions (30%), 25 marks for process 
(50%). There are 10 marks for dictation (20%).  

Distractors 

Often teachers and students complain about questions being ‘tricksy’ or designed to 
trip students up. With our focus on compassionate assessment design, this is 
definitely not our aim, but we can see how use of ‘distractors’ might be regarded in 
this way.  

Distractors are a necessary feature of good assessment design, as they allow 
differentiation between students who know and understand targeted vocabulary 
items and grammatical structures, allowing them to answer questions correctly, from 
those students who have some knowledge of the target language, but with a limited 
ability of (re)using it in a given context.  

We would like to reassure you, that during the creation of assessments attention is 
paid to ensure:  

• distractors in recall questions are all taken from the vocabulary list 

• distractors are all plausible (e.g. students will not be able to give the correct 
answer through their knowledge of English, or common sense).  

• distractors could be closely related to concepts in the transcript (e.g. if the word 
‘new’ appears in the text, the word ‘old’ could also plausibly be used as it is a 
related concept) 

• distractors are clearly/definitely incorrect, not just ‘not the most correct’.  

 

 

  

The correct answer is ‘A meat’; the 
answer ‘C vegetables’ is a distractor. 
‘Légumes’ are mentioned in the 
transcript, but students would need to 
recognise the negative construction to 
understand it is the incorrect option. 
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Ramping of demand – transcripts and questions 

As stated previously in this guide, it is very important to us that students experience a 
listening paper which becomes gradually more difficult, rather than encountering a more 
difficult transcript earlier in the paper, losing confidence in themselves and giving up. 
This steady increase in difficulty is created through a mixture of transcript lengths, 
timeframes and grammatical constructions present in the transcript and the 
question types. In this way we hope students will continue to the end of the paper and 
gain all the marks they could realistically expect to. 
 

Transcript chunking 

As the texts become longer in the listening paper, we have used 'chunking' to break 
down the amount of content that students need to listen to for each question (see 
details for FT Q11 and HT Q8 and Q9). This is another method for avoiding the 
cognitive overload that has been associated with listening papers of the past and to 
make the assessment as accessible as possible. 

Table showing ramping of demand in GCSE French SAMs: 

 Foundation: Higher: 

Q1 • Word count: 20 to 25 words  

• Present timeframe 

• Short sentences 

• Recall marks only  

• MCQ 

Crossover with FT Q7 
 

Q2 • Word count: 20 to 25 words  

• Present timeframe (indicative and 
simple conditional)  

• Short sentences with some simple 
connectors 

• Recall marks only  

• MRQ 

Crossover with FT Q8 
 

Q3 • Word count: 30 to 35 words 

• Present timeframe 

• Longer sentences linked with simple 
connectors 

• Recall marks only  

• Word cloud 

Crossover with FT Q9 
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Q4 • Word count: 30 to 35 words 

• Present timeframe 

• Longer sentences linked with simple 
connectors and adverbs  

• Recall marks only  

• MRQ 

Crossover with FT Q10 
 

Q5 • Word count: 30 to 35 words  

• Present timeframe 

• Recall marks with introduction of 
at least one process question  

• MCQ 

• Word count: 50 to 55 words  

• Present tense and future 
timeframes 

• Longer sentences sometimes linked 
by one or two simple connectors 
and adverbs  

• Must contain some HT-only vocab  

• Open response 

 

Q6 • Word count: 40 to 45 words  

• Present timeframe 

• Must contain some recall marks and 
can include process (although not 
necessary if the grammar ramping 
is sufficient) 

• Open response  

• Word count: 50 to 55 words  

• Present tense and future 
timeframes 

• Must contain some HT-only vocab  

• Must contain both recall and 
process marks with a majority of 
process if possible  

• Word cloud 

 

Q7 Crossover with HT Q1 

• Word count: 40 to 45 words 

• Present and past timeframes  

• Must contain both recall and 
process marks 

• MCQ 

• Word count: 90 to 95 words  

• Present timeframe 

• Longer sentences including 
connectors and relative clauses   

• Must contain some HT-only vocab  

• Must contain at least the same 
number of recall and process marks 
or more process marks if possible 

• Open response 
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Q8 Crossover with HT Q2 

• Word count: 70 to 75 words  

• Present and future timeframes 

• Must contain both recall and 
process marks 

• Word cloud 

• Word count (a): 70 to 75 words  
Word count (b): 70 to 75 words 

• Present (indicative and conditional), 
future, and past timeframes 

• Must contain some HT-only vocab  

• Must contain process marks only 

• MCQ 

 

Q9 Crossover with HT Q3 

• Word count: 50 to 55 words  

• Present and future timeframes 

• 3rd person singular and 2nd person 
plural 

• Must contain both recall and 
process marks with a majority of 
process marks if possible 

• MRQ 

 

• Word count (a): 75 to 80 words  
Word count (b): 75 to 85 words  

• Present tense, future and past 
timeframes  

• Must contain some HT-only vocab  

• Must contain a majority of process 
marks and some recall marks 
(especially in the open response 
questions)   

• 9(a) MRQ, 9(b) open response 

Q10 Crossover with HT Q4 

• Word count: 60 to 65 words  

• Present and future timeframes 

• Must contain both recall and 
process marks with a majority of 
process marks if possible 

• MCQ 

 

 

Q11 • Word count (a): 25 to 30 words 
Word count (b): 50 to 55 words 

• Only question in FT to be in two 
parts  

• Present and past timeframes  

• Must contain process marks only or 
if not possible, a majority of process 
marks 

• Open response 
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Section 
B 

Q12 Dictation  

• Six numbered, short sentences  

• 20 words in total for the student to 
transcribe. 

• Content of the sentences linked to 
the same subject matter and based 
on one of the thematic contexts. 

• Three gap fill sentences and three 
open sentences. 

• Include two words not in the 
vocabulary list  

• Linguistic structures: Sentences 
to use more familiar linguistic 
structures: 

• tenses: present tense or 
familiar conditional, periphrastic 
future or future timeframe + 
present tense. 

• persons: 1st or 3rd person 
singular  

• A sentence in the rubrics to explain 
what the content of the dictation is + 
one example. 

Q10 Dictation 

• Six numbered sentences, slightly 
longer than in Foundation 

• 30 words in total for the student to 
transcribe. 

• Content of the sentences linked to 
the same subject matter and based 
on one of the thematic contexts 
(different from Foundation). 

• Two gap fill sentences and four 
open sentences. 

• Include three words not in the 
vocabulary list  

• Linguistic structures: similar to 
foundation tier  

• A sentence in the rubrics to explain 
what the content of the dictation is + 
one example 
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Summary of mark scheme design 

Section A, Comprehension 

 

This is a points-based mark scheme: 
 

• correct answer clearly given in mark scheme 

• candidate responses for open response questions are expected to be short  

• designed so that points are awarded for the minimum response required to answer 
the question (e.g. words appearing in brackets may be omitted). 

• Variations in correct responses are accepted under a ‘compassionate marking’ 
approach. 
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Section B, Dictation 

For the dictation, we explored a range of approaches to marking. We wanted to balance 
providing a mark scheme that allowed a compassionate approach to marking ‘sound-
symbol correspondences’ across all three languages with a valid and reliable approach 
that could be applied systematically.   
 
We also needed to particularly consider creating a mark scheme that would not 
penalise our French students for the fact that in French one sound could be rendered 
through different symbols and there are silent letters that would not be heard. We 
needed to focus on correct ‘symbols’ rather than correct ‘spelling’ or correct ‘grammar’. 
 

Across French, German and Spanish:  
 

• Students will be rewarded for each individual word spelled appropriately and which 
demonstrates knowledge an understanding of Sound Symbol Correspondences 
(SSCs). 

• The number of rewardable words will then be given a mark on a sliding scale of 1 to 
10.   

 

However, the definition of ‘rewardable’ words differs for French, as there is one 
additional category. The details are all set out in the mark schemes in the SAMs for 
each language and are reproduced below for your convenience. 

Furthermore, in the mark schemes there are additional tables of exemplification to 
assist examiners in consistent application of mark scheme and we will produce further 
exemplification to support teachers’ application of the mark scheme in mock 
examinations. 
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French (extract from accredited SAMs) 
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Spanish (extract from draft SAMs) 
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German (extract from draft SAMs) 

 

 


