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Introduction

The purpose of this exemplification pack is to provide teachers and students with
examples of marked responses to the Dictation task (Section B of the 2024 GCSE
French Paper 2, Listening), and to demonstrate Pearson’s approach to marking.

In this pack, you will find a mark scheme for the Foundation tier dictation, 2 different
dictation tasks and a sample of 6 marked students’ responses (3 per task). These
exemplars are based on dictations featured in our ‘Extra Dictation Tasks’ booklet
which can be found on the Pearson website here.

The example responses are based on real student answers. Please note that due to
the timing of publishing these exemplars, students who produced work had not been
taught under the 2024 specification. As such, they have not been practising dictation
skills as part of their teaching and learning.

Marks awarded in the exemplars are based on a relatively small sample. Whilst they
are a good indication of the marks likely to be awarded for different levels, exact
marks may differ somewhat when based on standardisation of a whole live series.

The Sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be
found on the Pearson website here.

If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions,
please contact our subject advisor team on Teachinglanguages@pearson.com.
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Marking points in the spotlight

Following our review of over 700 samples of student work across the three languages
of French, German and Spanish, we have shone a spotlight on a few specific points:

Handwriting

To mark the dictation task accurately, it is crucial for the examiners to be able to decipher
each word and clearly see how it is spelled. There are only a few words to write in the
dictation so students should ensure their handwriting is of a reasonable size and that each
letter is well-formed.

In the example below, the correct sentence is ‘Je méne une vie saine’ but the student’s
writing is not easy to decipher, particularly the intended word ‘saine’ (it could be ‘seune’ or
‘senne’). The intended word ‘méne’ looks like ‘men’ or ‘meu’. The only words that could be
credited in this sentence are ‘Je’ and vi’ (‘vi’ falls into Category 3, a recognisable word
with an SSC that has the same sound but a different spelling).

Jo  pAou ae WM @ iag

S LAMAL

(&)

Accents

Similarly, accents should be formed clearly, placed above the correct letter, and be written
in such a way that there is no possible doubt as to what the student is intending to write.

In this example, the correct sentence is ‘Nager est trés bon pour la santé’. The student has
written an accent over the ‘e’ in the word ‘santé,’ but it cannot be distinguished as an acute
accent (€) or a grave accent (€) as it is written as a flat line. Since the two different accents
would alter the pronunciation of this word, and because the student has not written a clear
accent, the spelling cannot be credited.

NB: In the rest of the sentence, the word ‘nager’ has been credited as it is spelled correctly
but ‘bon’ is written as ‘bonne’ which is not an accurate transcription of the sound so it is not
credited.

MIORG y est tres

ROV pour la .22

In this second example, although the sentence is otherwise correct, an accent is
incorrectly placed in the word ‘mére’ (‘me‘re’). This completely changes the sound
and the look of the word so the spelling cannot be credited.

~

e QB NSNS SR ENNR YN V... WS NS DRSS,

Lo S vaSANEG

GCSE French (9-1) Dictation exemplars Foundation tier © Pearson 2024 4



Pearson
Edexcel

Apostrophes

Each word is assessed separately in the dictation so the examiner should always be able
to see any two words clearly separated by an apostrophe. In this example, (correct
spelling, ‘J’ai une demi-sceur’), the student does not offer a distinct response to the
spelling of j'ai’. Because it is not clear whether the student is offering ‘je ai’, ‘jeai’ or j'eai’,
unfortunately the words cannot be credited.

\: L ; WV u 8 X I |
WEe \AY Y

Different spellings of a word

If the student spells the same word in more than one way, the examiner will mark the first
word.

In this example, the student does not offer a distinct response between ‘vache’ and
‘vaches’. Although the exactly correct spelling is ‘vaches’, the examiner will consider
‘vache’ as it is the first word written.

NB: In this particular case, the student can still be credited for ‘vache,’ even though it is not
spelled used the plural form ‘vaches’. This is because the mark scheme acknowledges
that many grammatical differences cannot be heard when spoken. Therefore, spellings
with grammatical inaccuracies, that do not change the pronunciation of the word are still
rewarded (Category 2).

?
(N6 J\QAYGAN
Les X4 WV (On L"(\% sont oee 5

Crossed out words

If a word has been crossed out and replaced, it is the replacement word that will be
considered, even if the crossed-out word is spelled correctly.

In this example, the student crosses out the word ‘escrime’ (correctly spelled), and
replaces it with the word ‘escruime’ (incorrectly spelled). The word that has to be
considered is‘escruime’ which unfortunately cannot be credited.

NB: In the rest of the sentence, the word ‘faire’ would be credited as would the word ‘voile’
as they are correctly spelled.

J’aime aussi ,/Y““I tlt l QU de

U Tmee— Eguie etde la V(,-‘zt
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If a word is crossed out and not replaced, examiners will still consider the crossed-out
word if it is creditable.

In this example, the student crossed out their transcription of the word ‘vaches’ and did not
propose a replacement word. However, because the crossed-out word ‘vache’ is
creditable, it is still rewarded.

NB: As outlined in the mark scheme, in acknowledgement that many grammatical
differences cannot be heard when spoken, spellings with grammatical inaccuracies that
do not change the pronunciation of the word are still rewarded. Therefore, in this case
‘vache’ is rewarded even though it is not spelled used the plural form ‘vaches’.

Les S e, sont bP/U e,

Lo
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Overview of exemplars

Foundation tier (10 marks)

Dictation A Number of rewardable words | Total number of marks
ctation in all categories (out of 20) (out of 10)
Student 1 marked answer 17 words 9 marks
Student 2 marked answer 13 words 7 marks
Student 3 marked answer 9 words 5 marks
Dictation B N.umber of revx{ardable words | Total number of marks
in all categories (out of 20) (out of 10)
Student 1 marked answer 17 words 9 marks
Student 2 marked answer 14 words 7 marks
Student 3 marked answer 6 words 3 marks
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Foundation Tier

Assessment criteria

Students will listen to a series of short extracts and will transcribe what they hear into
French. Students will be rewarded for each individual word spelled appropriately and
which demonstrates knowledge and understanding of Sound Symbol Correspondences
(SSCs). The number of rewardable words will then be given a mark on a sliding scale of
1 to 10 as shown in the grid below.

Mark Number of rewardable words

[
o

19-20

17-18

15-16

13-14

11-12

9-10
7-8
5-6
3-4
1-2
0

OlFRr N W lO|O|N|0O| O
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Rewardable words encompass the following categories:

1.

Words spelled exactly as in the transcript.

In acknowledgement that many grammatical/morphological differences cannot be
heard when spoken, spellings with grammatical/morphological inaccuracies, that
do not change the pronunciation of the words, are rewarded. Examples of
grammatically based spelling inaccuracies that will be rewarded:

e deux maison instead of deux maisons

e je veutinstead of je veux

In acknowledgement that some SSCs have the same sound but different spellings,
any spellings that do not change the pronunciation of the word and where the word
is still recognisable, are rewarded. Examples of sound spellings that will be
rewarded:
e double consonants: addore instead of adore, fammille instead of famille,
nouriture instead of nourriture
e extra letter: sceure instead of sceur

Non-rewardable spellings encompass the following categories:

4.

Mis-spellings due to incorrect application of SSCs, even if the word looks
recognisable, e.g. violin instead of violon, frere instead of frere. If in doubt,
examiners should read the words the students have written out loud to
themselves, using the correct SSC for the written symbols, to ensure that the
spelling produces the correct sound.

Mis-spellings which are written phonetically, and which may contain appropriate
SSCs but which are so inaccurate that the words are unrecognisable if seen on
their own in isolation, outside the context of the sentence, e.g. seur (sceur) outside
the sentence Ma seur chante bien; gatto in the sentence Le gatto (gateau) au
chocolat est bon. If in doubt, examiners should write the word out separately and
ask themselves if they would understand the word if written in isolation.
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Key to the script used in example student answers:

Category 1 (rewardable): words spelled exactly as in the transcript: no bold, strikethrough
or italics

Category 2 (rewardable): words with grammatical/morphological inaccuracies: bold, with
some parts underlined

Category 3 (rewardable): recognisable words with SSCs that have the same sound but
different spellings: bold and italics

Category 4 (non-rewardable): words with mis-spellings due to incorrect application of

SSC: (italics-and-strikethrough)

Category 5 (non-rewardable): words written phonetically but which are not recognisable

out of context: (strikethreugh)

(Words in brackets are part of the rubric and are not part of the test)
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Dictation A — Student 1 marked answer (9 out of 10 marks)

Transcript

1. (Mon) village (est) calme.

2. (Le) pré (est) vert.

3. (La) vache (est) belle.
4.1y aun lac.

5. La gare est trés loin.
6. Le magasin est petit.

Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words i'j‘ all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 1 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholqgmal Ejhf? samte Soﬁ.nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) ifferent spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Total 17/20
(Mon) village (est) calm. 2 village calm
(Le) prét (est) vert. 1 vert prét
(La) vache (est) belle. 2 vache
belle
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Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words in all | words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
i as in the transcript rammatical with SSCs that have . : :
Student 1 answer | calegories " |imopnobgeal | hesamesondon | Gsuit e odsunten
Inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Il'yaunlac. 5 I
y
a
un
lac
La gare est trés ldin. 3 La trés
gare luin
est
Le magasin est petit. 4 Le
magasin
est
petit
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Dictation A — Student 2 marked answer (7 out of 10 marks)

Transcript

1. (Mon) village (est) calme.

2. (Le) pré (est) vert.

3. (La) vache (est) belle.
4.1y aun lac.

5. La gare est trés loin.
6. Le magasin est petit.

Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words in all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 2 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal ;cjhfef samte soH_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) ifferent spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSO) out of context)
Total 13/20
(Mon) village (est) calme. 2 village
calme
(Le) preire (est) verte. 0 preire
verte
(La) vaches (est) belle. 2 belle vaches
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Number of | RRewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words In all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 2 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal the same sou_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
Inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Il'yaunlac. 5 I
y
a
un
lac
La garre est trés loire. 3 La garre trés
est loire
Les magasihe est petite. 1 est Les
magasine
petite
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Dictation A — Student 3 marked answer (5 out of 10 marks)

Transcript

1. (Mon) village (est) calme.
2. (Le) pré (est) vert.

3. (La) vache (est) belle.
4.1y aun lac.

5. La gare est trés loin.

6. Le magasin est petit.

Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words in all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 3 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal the same sou_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSO) out of context)
Total 9/20
(Mon) village (est) ealme. 1 village calmeé
(Le) pregu (est) ver. 1 ver pregu
(La) vash (est) belle. 0 belle vash
15

GCSE French (9-1) Dictation exemplars Foundation tier © Pearson 2024




Pearson
Edexcel

Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation A words In all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 3 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal the same sou_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
Inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Ily a en lake. 3 Il on
y lake
a
La gar y trés luant. 1 La ¥ gar
res
luant
Le magazéne est petits. 3 Le petits magazéne
est

GCSE French (9-1) Dictation exemplars Foundation tier © Pearson 2024

16




Pearson
Edexcel

Dictation B — Student 1 marked answer (9 out of 10 marks)

Transcript
1. (J)adore (les) sciences.

2. (Je) voudrais (étre) dentiste.
3. (La) biologie (est) intéressante.
4. Je vais aller a l'université.

5. Etudier codte trés cher.
6. C’est vraiment difficile.

Number of | RRewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words i'j‘ all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
StUd ent 1 answer Categones as in the transcript) grammatlcql with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholqgmal Ejhf? samte Soﬁ.nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) ifferent spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Total 17/20
(J)adore (les) science. 2 adore science
(Je) voudrais (étre) 2 voudrais dentist
dentist.
La) biologie (est 1 biologie interesante
g g

teresante.
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Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words In all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 1 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal the same sou_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
Inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Je vais aller a I'universitié. 5 Je a* upiversitié
vais
aller
I’
Etude codte tres chere. 3 codte chere Etude
tres
C’est vraiment dificile. 4 C dificile
est
vraiment

*The word ’a’ could also be considered as a grammatical error and be placed in Category 2.
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Dictation B — Student 2 marked answer (7 out of 10 marks)

Transcript
1. (J)adore (les) sciences.

2. (Je) voudrais (étre) dentiste.
3. (La) biologie (est) intéressante.
4. Je vais aller a l'université.

5. Etudier codte trés cher.
6. C’est vraiment difficile.

Number of | RRewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words i'j‘ all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Stu d ent 2 answer Categ ories as in the transcript) grammatlcql with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholqgmal the same sound but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Total 14/20
(J)adore (les) sience. 1 adore sionce
(Je) voudrais (étre) 1 voudrais donteest
denteest.
(La) biology (est) 1 biology enteassant

epteassant.
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Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words In all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 2 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal fjhf? same soH_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
Inaccuracies) ifferent spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Je vais aller a l'université. 6 Je a*
vais
aller
I’
université
Etudier coute trés shaire. 2 tres coute Etudier shaire
S et vraiment difficil. 3 vraiment et S
difficil
*The word ’a’ could also be considered as a grammatical error and be placed in Category 2.
20
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Dictation B — Student 3 marked answer (3 out of 10 marks)

Transcript

1. (J)adore (les) sciences.

2. (Je) voudrais (étre) dentiste.

3. (La) biologie (est) intéressante.
4. Je vais aller a l'université.

5. Etudier colte trés cher.

6. C’est vraiment difficile.

Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words i'j‘ all (words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 3 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholqgmal the same sound but spellings due to phonetically but which
inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Total 6/20
(J)adore (les) siance. 1 adore siancé
(Je) veurdrais (étre) 0 vourdrais
LaAtiStE. antists
(La) bickgié (est) 0 ——
) g, . . 9 ,
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Number of | Rewardable Rewardable Rewardable Non- Non-
rewardable | Category 1 Category 2 Category 3 rewardable rewardable
Dictation B words in all | words written exactly | (words with (recognisable words Category 4 Category 5
Student 3 answer categories as in the transcript) grammatical with SSCs that have (words with mis- (words written
{morpholo_glcal the same sou_nd but spellings due to phonetically but which
Inaccuracies) different spellings) incorrect application of | are not recognisable
SSC) out of context)
Joue vais alle a lene-a 2 vais a* Joue
I o
Etudie coute tré-share: 1 coute Etudie
tré
share
S et vraiment dificilé. 2 vraiment et dificile S

*The word ’a’ could also be considered as a grammatical error and be placed in Category 2.
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