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Welcome to this Getting Ready to Teach presentation on Pearsonôs 

new Edexcel GCSE (9ï1) in French. 
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As well as giving an overview of the GCSE reforms and key changes 

for MFL, this presentation will focus on those aspects of the 

qualification that are new:

Å literary texts

Åencouraging spontaneous speaking in the classroom

Å translation
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All GCSEs are being reformed according to the principles outlined on 

this slide. These changes apply to all GCSEs developed by all 

awarding organisations.
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The reformed GCSEs will be graded from 9 to 1, instead of A* to G. 

Statistical predictions will be used in 2017 to ensure there is alignment 

between the new and current grading structures, such that: 

Åbroadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and 

above as currently achieve a grade C and above

Åbroadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and 

above as currently achieve a grade A and above

Åbroadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 1 and 

above as currently achieve a grade G and above 

All other grade boundaries will be set arithmetically, as now. For 

example, the boundaries at grades 5 and 6 will be set based on the 

difference in marks between grades 4 and 7; grade 5 will be set at one 

third of the difference in marks, and grade 6 at two thirds the 

difference in marks. The governmentôs definition of a ógood passô will 

be set at grade 5 for reformed GCSEs. A grade 4 will continue to be a 

level 2 achievement.
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Here are the main changes to GCSEs in French.
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This slide summarises the approach we have taken to the 

redevelopment.
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Here are some of the principles we have followed when developing the 

new assessments with the aim of making the assessments as 

accessible as possible.
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And here are some of the principles we have followed when designing 

the content of the new specification.
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You can see the 5 main themes, including all the topics and sub-topics 

within them, on page 8 of the accredited specification. All themes and 

topics must be studied in the context of both the studentsô home 

country and that of countries and communities where French is 

spoken.
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We offer a comprehensive package of support which covers all 

aspects of your teaching:

Åplanning your courses

Å teaching your courses

Åtracking and assessing studentsô progress

Åongoing development and training needs
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