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Getting Ready to Teach
Pearson's new
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in French
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Wel come to this Getting Ready to Teach
new Edexcel GCSE (9i 1) in French.
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e Gain an overview of the main changes
* Explore the question papers and mark schemes

e Look at how the changes could be implemented into
a two-year Key Stage 4 course

* Look at T&L strategies for integrating literary texts
and translation and encouraging spontaneous
speaking in the classroom

* Find out more about the support available

* Have the opportunity to network, discuss best
practice and share ideas with other teachers

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON
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Agenda

* GCSE reforms and key changes for MFL

* Quick overview of the content and structure of
the Edexcel specification, and support
available

» Literary texts - in the assessment and in the
classroom

» Spontaneous speaking - in the assessment
and in the classroom

e Translation - in the assessment and in the
classroom

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

As well as giving an overview of the GCSE reforms and key changes
for MFL, this presentation will focus on those aspects of the
gualification that are new:

A literary texts
A encouraging spontaneous speaking in the classroom
A translation
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v’*’f GCSE Reforms

Updated content and assessment requirements
from DfE and Ofqual

Fully linear structure

External examinations only

Tiering in certain subjects only e.g. MFL and Maths

New 9-1 grading scale, with 9 the top level

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

All GCSEs are being reformed according to the principles outlined on
this slide. These changes apply to all GCSEs developed by all
awarding organisations.
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New grading structure Current grading structure
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Taken from:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/46587 3/your_qualification_our_regulation.pdf
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The reformed GCSEs will be graded from 9 to 1, instead of A* to G.
Statistical predictions will be used in 2017 to ensure there is alignment
between the new and current grading structures, such that:

A broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and
above as currently achieve a grade C and above

A broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and
above as currently achieve a grade A and above

A broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 1 and
above as currently achieve a grade G and above

All other grade boundaries will be set arithmetically, as now. For

example, the boundaries at grades 5 and 6 will be set based on the

difference in marks between grades 4 and 7; grade 5 will be set at one

third of the difference in marks, and grade 6 at two thirds the

di fference in marks. The governmentos
be set at grade 5 for reformed GCSEs. A grade 4 will continue to be a

level 2 achievement.
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e 100% external assessment
* 25% assessment weightings per skill
e Tiered papers but no mixed tier entry
e Authentic stimuli in the reading, including literary texts.
e Short translations from and into French.

*» Some French questions in the reading and listening
papers.

¢ Compulsory topics linked to:
Identity and culture
Local, national, international & global areas of interest

Current and future study and employment.

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

Here are the main changes to GCSEs in French.
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Ny Our approach

* All 4 skills assessed separately

* Topics & question papers encourage the T&L
of the culture of the target language country.

* Speaking assessments encourage and reward
spontaneity and interaction

» Papers designed to help all students progress
through the assessments confidently

* Choice of questions within the writing paper

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

This slide summarises the approach we have taken to the
redevelopment.
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i Our design principles

» Scaffolding within the questions in the foundation tier to

support learners

» All papers gradually increase in demand with separate

sections for questions in French in reading and listening

e Language used in the questions in French should be

straightforward so as not to place additional hurdles for
candidates

* Ensure contexts within reading and listening papers are

set within the TL country

* Speaking assessments that reflect real-life scenarios

* Provide choice where possible in the writing paper

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

Here are some of the principles we have followed when developing the
new assessments with the aim of making the assessments as
accessible as possible.
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* A mix of familiar and new topics to support a wide
range of interests

* Topics that encourage the T&L of French speaking
culture

e Topics that show how language can be used in
practice

e Topics that facilitate progression from KS3 and to A
level

e Topics that meet requirements of the subject criteria
ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

And here are some of the principles we have followed when designing
the content of the new specification.
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5 main Themes:

eIdentity and culture

eLocal area, holiday, travel

*School

eFuture aspirations, study and work
eInternational and global dimension

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

You can see the 5 main themes, including all the topics and sub-topics

within them, on page 8 of the accredited specification. All themes and
topics must be studied in the context
country and that of countries and communities where French is

spoken.
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We offer a comprehensive package of support which covers all
aspects of your teaching:

A planning your courses

A teaching your courses

Atracking and assessing studentsod prog
A ongoing development and training needs
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