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Introduction

1 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examp les
of responses to GCSE French

1 The sample assessment materials which these respo nses are based on can be
found on the Pearson website

1 Inthis pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary
and the mark scheme for each question.

1 The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses
where possible.

1 We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

1 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on
TeachinglLanguages @pearson.com
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Question 1

Question1 T Question and mark scheme
Un événement sportif

i
2.

(Source: Ben Pipe Photography)

Tu participes a un événement sportif au Canada. Tu postes cette photo sur des
médias sociaux pour tes amis.

Ecris une description de la photo et exprime ton opinion sur le sport.

Ecris 20-30 mots environ en francais.

Question 1 — Foundation tier {12 marks)

For this question, students” work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in
two mark grids:

+ communication and content
+ linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

The student is expected to produce 20-30 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked.

Question 1: communication and content mark grid — Foundation tier

Mark Descriptor

8] Mo rewardable material

1-2 *  Some relevant, basic information without development

* Uses language to inform, give short descriptions and express opinions
with limited success

* Uses limited selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression
with frequent repetition

3—4 +  Mostly relevant information, minimal extra detail

* Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions
with variable success

* Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with
some repetition

5-6 + Relevant information with occasional extra detail

* Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions
with some success

* Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with
little repetition
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Question 1: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid — Foundation tier

Mark Descriptor

0 No rewardable material

1-2 * Produces simple, short sentences in isolation

* Limited accurate application of a small selection of straightforward
grammatical structures, limited success in referring to present events;
frequently errors prevent meaning being conveyed

3-4 * Produces simple, short sentences with little linking

* Inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of
straightforward grammatical structures, inconsistently successful
reference to present events; often errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication and occcasionally prevent meaning

5-6 * Produces simple sentences with some linking

*  Accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical
structures, refers successfully to present events as appropriate to the
task; occasionally errors occur that hinder clarity of communication

Additional guidance

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:

+ repetitive, simple word order

+ short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common,
high-frequency structures

+ simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified.

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors
have on coherence.

Errors that do not hinder clarity:

+ errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements

* infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in
coherent writing.

Errors that hinder clarity:

+ errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is
eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand
what is meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and
the possessive adjective

+ frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of
the writing.

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed:

+ errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message

+ errors that convey the wrong message

+ errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the
incorrect person of the verb

* mother-tongue interference.

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list.
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Un événement sportif

(Source: Ben Pipe Photography)

Tu participes a un événement sportif au Canada. Tu postes cette photo sur des
médias sociaux pour tes amis.

Ecris une description de la photo et exprime ton opinion sur le sport.

Ecris 20-30 mots environ en frangais.

5, R T w\)aue_bobwtbm Il ek bonde

ok l.as o chevans, bruns. elatber Thomboos
asabliea. Eles. . o been amis ek ellas. o

e \}sh S oime. (o baskethall.. e gue e ...

/A B0 e i
Examiner comment:
The candidate uses mostly relevant informati on and sequences of 2 or 3 words
which are accurate . The first senten ce has errors which hinder clarity but , overall,
the meaning of the information is understood. Vocabulary and grammatical

structures are familiar and straightforward. A simple opinion is expressed, with a

reason given.

Grid 1 (communication and content) : 3 marks
3—4 +  Mostly relevant information, minimal extra detail
+ Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions
with variable success
+  Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with

some repetition
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Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy) : 3 marks

3—4 *  Produces simple, short sentences with little linking

* Inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of
straightforward grammatical structures, inconsistently successful
reference to present events; often errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication and occasionally prevent meaning

Candidate B:

Tu participes a un événement sportif au Canada. Tu postes cette photo sur des
meédias sociaux pour tes amis.

Ecris une description de |a photo et exprime ton opinion sur le sport.

Ecris 20-30 mots environ en frangais

e it mpme 00CE._ QUG MOUS. mw e
______ NoBKet, MOUG. 3 deteste_an basrek pare.
0_[/ent. Hfes ur CONk, &@zﬂ@m ﬁe [eee.....

NOUS j0Ue U FOok e,

Examiner comment:

The candidate gives relevant information  and opinions, and produces simple
sentences with some linking. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are familiar
and straightforward. There is little repetition. Verbs are somewhat inconsistent.

Grid 1 (communication and content) : 5 marks

5-6 *+ Relevant information with occasional extra detail

* Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions
with some success

* Uses small selection of cormmon, familiar vocabulary and expression with
little repetition

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy) : 4 marks

3-4 +  Produces simple, short sentences with little linking

+ Inconsistently accurate application of a small selection of
straightforward grammatical structures, inconsistently successful
reference to present events; often errors occur that hinder clarity of
communication and occasionally prevent meaning
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Candidate C:

Tu participes a un événement sportif au Canada. Tu postes cette photo sur des
medias sociaux pour tes amis.

Ecris une description de la photo et exprime ton opinion sur le sport.

Ecris 20-30 mots environ en frangais.

Je pense.que, L u o o’ copaine,au Conada..
EUE& Jeisx momi\..._ ek cneveuy Ponds . 1ls Wes.
s adoue AL DoSket. A mon

Examiner comment:

The candidate uses relevant informa tion and gives short descriptions and opinions

with familiar vocabulary. There are some simple sentences which are linked but

there are instances of a@sbisgpuoirttyi f(6s uacnhd adsE |l dllel sa tyi
hinder the clarity of communication.

Grid 1 (communication and content) : 5 marks

5-6 * Relevant information with cccasional extra detail
* Uses language to give short descriptions, simple information and opinions
with some success
+ Uses small selection of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with
little repetition

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy) :5 marks

E-B *  Produces simple sentences with some linking
*+  Accurate application of a small selection of straightforward grammatical
structures, refers successfully to present events as appropriate to the
task; occasionally errors occur that hinder clanty of communication
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Question 2

Question 2 T Question and mark scheme
Etudes en France

2 Vous allez &tudier en France. Vous écrivez au directeur du collége ou vous allez.
Ecrivez un e-mail avec les informations suivantes :
+ quand vous voulez commencer vos &tudes au college
+ ol vous allez loger
+  les matiéres que vous aimez
+  pourquoi vous voulez étudier en France.
Il faut écrire en phrases complétes.
Ecrivez 40-50 mots environ en frangais.

Monsieur/Madame,

Question 2 — Foundation tier (16 marks)

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria
given in two mark grids:

+ communication and content
+ linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
This question requires students to write in a formal style/register (see Additional

guidance below).

The student is expected to produce 40-50 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked.

Question 2: communication and content mark grid — Foundation tier

0 Mo rewardable material

1-2 + Limited information given likely to consist of single words and phrases

* Limited ability to use language to present simple facts, inform and note
down key points; expression is frequently constrained and
communication often breaks down

* Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases;
heavy reliance on language of the stimulus material to express
thoughts

*  Knowledge of register and style is rarely evident because of restricted
use of vocabulary and expression

3-4 *  Some brief information given, basic points made without development

* Occasional success in using language to present simple facts,
information and to note down key points but expression is sometimes
constrained and communication occasionally breaks down

* Limited use of common, familiar vocabulary and expression with
frequent repetition; some reliance on language of the stimulus matenal
to express thoughts

* Occasional appropriate use of register and style
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L LI L e

5-6 +  Some relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points
made with little development
= Uses language with some success, to present simple facts, information
and to note down key points, expression is occasionally constrained
=  Uses a small range of, common, familiar vocabulary and expression,
mostly independently selected, with some repetition; mostly goes
beyond the language of the stimulus matenal
= Mostly appropriate use of register and style, mostly sustained
7—8 = Relevant information given appropriate to the task, basic points made

with some development

* Uses language mostly with success, to present simple facts,

information and to note down key points using simple ideas

+ Uses independently selected, common, familiar vocabulary and

expression with little repetition; goes beyond the language of the
stimulus material

= Appropriate use of register and style sustained

Additional guidance

Independently selected ... vocabulary and expression: Students may use key

words from the stimulus material but to demonstrate their knowledge of vocabulary and

ability to express themselves independently they must be able to use vocabulary and
expression that is not in the stimulus material.

Register and style definition: Formal register and style includes, for example,
avoidance of slang, over-familiar language, exaggeration, ‘text-speak’, inappropriate
colloguialisms or writing in a conversational style. Formal register and style require the
use of the formal structure when using, for example, verbs and possessive adjectives.

Question 2: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid — Foundation tier

L8] Mo rewardable material
1-2 * Repetitive use of minimal selection of straightforward grammatical
structures
* Produces individual words/set phrases
* Limited accuracy in grammatical structures used, limited success in
referring to present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning
being conveyed
3-4 *  Use of a restricted range of straightforward grammatical structures,
frequent repetition
* Produces simple, short sentences, which are not linked
* Occasional accuracy in grammatical structures used, occasional success
in referring to present and future events; sometimes errors prevent
meaning being conveyed
5-6 * Uses straightforward grammatical structures, some repetition
*  Produces simple, short sentences with minimal linking
*+  Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some
success in referring to present and future events to meet the
requirements of the task; occasionally errors prevent meaning being
conveyed
7-8 * Uses straightforward grammatical structures, occasional repetition
* Produces predominantly simple sentences occasionally linked together
*  Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, mostly
successful references to present and future events to meet the
requirements of the task; occcasionally errors hinder clarity of
communication
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Additional guidance

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:

repetitive, simple word order

short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency
structures

simple ideas, opinions and thoughts that are expressed but are not justified.

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors
have on coherence.

Errors that do not hinder clarity:

errors that do not affect meaning, for example gender, adjectival agreements
infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and that result in
coherent writing.

Errors that hinder clarity:

errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is
eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand
what is meant, for example inappropriate tense formation, mismatch of subject and
the possessive adjective

frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of
the writing.

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed:

errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message

errors that convey the wrong message

errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the
incorrect person of the verb

mother-tongue interference.

MB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list.
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Candidate A:

2 ‘.r‘ous.alieg etudler en France. Vous écrwez au dlrecteur du collége ol vous allez.
Ecrivez un e- maﬂ avec Ie[-:; M}Hrmatlons suivantes : l
» quand vous voulez commencer vos études au collége
+ ol vous allez loger
les matiéres que vous aimez
pourquoi vous voulez étudier en France.
Il faut écrire en phrases complétes.

Ecrivez 40-50 mots environ en frangais.

Monsieur/Madame,

Je AUIS etudier en AYonLe ek 0L YOUS.Alez
-L0QRC QNeC Mes. copings. A mon QULS g
_______ pEOden's. & 0 fcou_gf: parce_gue_paurguol
NOUB.VouleT 2hudier enaonce. ot

JNRRIPSEaNt ton opon SUCLe.

Examiner comment:
The ca ndidate presents very limited information wit  h single words and phrases

with a reliance on the language of the stimulus material . Thereis only limited
success in referring to present and future events with an attempt to address the
second bullet point in the question. Vocabulary and grammatical stru ctures are

basic and insecure.

Grid 1 (communication and content) : 1 mark

1-2 + Limited information given likely to consist of single words and phrases

= Limited ability to use language to present simple facts, informm and note
down key points; expression is frequently constrained and
communication often breaks down

=  Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases;
heawvy reliance on language of the stimulus material to express
thoughts

=  Knowledge of register and style is rarely evident because of restricted
use of vocabulary and expression

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy) : 1 mark
1-2 * Repetitive use of minimal selection of straightforward grammatical
structures

*  Produces individual words/set phrases

*+ Limited accuracy in grammatical structures used, limited success in
referring to present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning
being conveyed
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Candidate B:
2 Vous allez étudier en France. Vous écrivez au directeur du collége ol vous allez.
Ecrivez un e-mail avec les informations suivantes :
+ guand vous voulez commencer vos études au collége
ol vous allez loger
«  les matiéres que vous aimez
pourguei vous voulez étudier en France.
Il faut écrire en phrases complétes.
Ecrivez 40-50 mots environ en frangais.

Monsieur/Madame, .‘4 DL Qas s

my Ns@m S Ces+ LAAecesSady,

R LOQ’Q( &ch. ur\& Loppateriant..
_______ Outr (2 =25 23/ C?/ML;.Q_LJMP\ M

(_QL s G::ué

O COAAMO 1’\(‘€ C.I e Q.L)CU\ A

O (e Me o S \)_.._r..ad.om
cop&«f\35 F.mte {IS st

Examiner comment:

The candidate provides some brief information and has occasional success in
referringt o present and future events by referring to bullet points 2 and 3 from
the question. Vocabulary is familiar and grammatical structures, notably verbs,
are quite insecure.

Grid 1 (communication and content) : 3 marks
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