
Foundation Tier Speaking 

This exemplar was produced as part of a mock examination series and does not necessarily fully follow 
the instructions given in the specification. Teacher-examiners must make sure that they follow the 
sequencing grid in arranging and conducting assessments. The whole test should be conducted in French. 
The conversation should start with the candidate’s chosen topic which s/he can outline for up to a 
minute. The whole conversation should last between 3.5 and 4.5 minutes, with equal time spent on each 
of the two topics. 

   
 
Foundation Tier Task 1 – Role play (FR7) 51 seconds 
 
Teacher: Bonjour. Je peux vous aider ? 
Candidate: Mon vêtement désire est une robe long. 
 

Some ambiguity in the message communicated – ‘désire’ 1 mark 
 
Teacher: Quelle sorte de robe cherchez-vous ? 
Candidate: Je voudrais une robe rose avec un motif de fleurs. 
 

Clearly communicated 2 marks 
 
Teacher: Combien voulez-vous payer ? 
Candidate: Je ne comprends pas. 
Teacher: Combien voulez-vous payer ? 
Candidate: Je voudrais payer le moins le 30 euros. 
 

Some ambiguity in the message communicated – ‘le moins le’ 1 mark 
 
Teacher: C’est pour quelle occasion ? 
Candidate: Pour ma sœur anniversaire. Elle serait 12 ans. 
 

Communicated – incorrect tense at the end of the utterance does not affect 
communication 

2 marks 

 
Teacher: D’accord. 
Candidate: Est-ce que peux essayer le vêtement s’il vous plait ? 
 

Communicated clearly in context despite the omission of ‘je’ 2 marks 
 
 

Total for task (out of 10 marks) 8 marks 
 
 
  



Task 2 – Picture-based task (FP6)  1 minute 46 seconds 

 

Teacher: Décris-moi la photo. 

Candidate: ll y a trois personnes qui sont portant une chemise rouge et un pantalon bleu. Il y a 
beaucoup de maisons et il y a un restaurant. Ici la building c’est bleu, qui est unique. 

Teacher: J’aime les villes. Et toi? 

Candidate: Oui, d’ accord, j’aime la ville. Je me semble que la ville est assez petit mais c’est beau. 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce que tu as fait dans ta région récemment? 

Candidate: Je veux récemment faire visiter les maisons et aller au restaurant ou aller faire du shopping. 

Teacher: Quelle région voudrais-tu visiter à l’avenir? 

Candidate: Je voudrais visiter à New York aux Etats-Unis parce qu’il y a plus activités, par exemple, on 
peut aller au cinéma ou faire de la natation. 

Teacher: Est-ce que tu aimes la campagne? 

Candidate: Je pense que la campagne est calme et relaxante mais je ne voudrais pas habiter à la 
campagne parce qu’il y a moins activité que la ville. 

 

Communication and content: 7 marks 
 
A reasonable attempt is made to respond to the questions posed although inaccuracies in language 
used sometimes lead to some miscommunication. For example, use of the wrong tense in answer to 
question three results in an inaccurate response.   
A reasonable attempt is made to give opinions with some justification and with no prompting 
necessary. However, answers are somewhat brief and could have been expanded better. 
Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible with only the odd lapse, not affecting communication. 
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 4 marks 
 
The speaker is able to use the present and conditional tenses appropriately but has limited success 
when referring to past events. There are some articulate phrases in responses given but there are 
frequent errors too which affect overall clarity of communication throughout the task.  
 
Total for task (out of 24 marks) 11 marks 

 
 

  



Task 3 – Conversation (4 minutes ) 
 

Part 1 (Theme 1 – Identity and culture)  2 minutes 13 seconds 

Candidate: J’ai une grande famille. J’ai quatre petites soeurs et une mère et un père. Je m’entends avec 
ma famille parce que ma mère est très gentille et mon père est amusante. Mais quelquefois 
je ne m’entends avec ma soeur parce que nous dispute. Nous aimons jouer au badminton. 
Quand j’étais jeune, je n’aime pas jouer au badminton mais j’aime le dessin parce que j’étais 
créative. 

Teacher:  Pourquoi est-ce que tu te disputes avec ta soeur? 

Candidate:  Ma soeur est énervante. 

Teacher:  Qu’est-ce que tu aimes faire normalement avec ta famille le week-end? 

Candidate:  Sur le week-end ma famille et moi visiter ma grand-mère et ma grand-père. 

Teacher:  Et le week-end dernier, qu’est-ce que tu as fait? 

Candidate: Le weekend dernier je vais… je suis allé visiter ma grand-parents et ma soeur et moi allées 
au parc. 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce que tu fais comme loisirs normalement? 

Candidate: Répète s’il vous plait. 

Teacher:  Quelles activités est-ce que tu préfères faire. Avec toi ou avec ta famille? 

Candidate:  Je préféré visiter le cinéma avec ma famille. 

Part 2 (Theme 2 – Local area, holiday and travel)  1 minute 47 seconds 

Teacher: Où habites-tu s’il te plait? 

Candidate: J’habite à Buckhurst Hill. 

Teacher: C’est où exactement? 

Candidate: À London en Angleterre. 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce qu’il y a dans ta ville? 

Candidate: On peut visiter le église et il y a une école primaire et il y a beaucoup de magasins et il y a 
deux le gares. 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce que tu préfères dans ta ville? 

Candidate: Je préféré visiter le parc avec ma soeur parce que c’est amusant. 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce que tu n’aimes pas dans ta ville? 

Candidate: Je n’aime pas… je n’aime pas la gare parce que c’est plus fort. 

Teacher: C’est bruyant? Oui. 

Candidate: Oui. 

Teacher: Le week-end prochain, qu’est-ce que tu feras dans ta ville? 

Candidate: Le weekend prochain je vais aller visiter mes amis parce que je ne vu pas depuis trente ans. 



 

Communication and content: 5 marks 
 

Relevant information is provided in answer to the questions asked, although some responses are brief 
and reliant on the teacher-examiner’s additional questions to elicit sufficient detail including opinions. 
Responses given use straightforward, familiar language only and there is much repetition. 
Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible, with the odd lapse which does not affect communication.  
 
Interaction and spontaneity: 5 marks 
 

Responses given to questions asked rely on the use of rehearsed language. While relevant to the 
questions asked, responses are mainly brief, single sentences. There is little natural interaction or 
attempt to stray beyond predictable answers.  
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 5 marks 
 
Straightforward grammatical structures are used appropriately but repetitively. Most responses are in 
the present tense although some reference is made to past and future events. Responses given are 
articulate despite errors made. 
 
Total for task (out of 36 marks) 15 marks 

 

Total for test (out of 70 marks) 34 marks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Higher Tier Speaking 
 

This exemplar was produced as part of a mock examination series and does not fully follow the instructions 
given in the specification. Teacher-examiners must make sure that they follow the sequencing grid in arranging 
and conducting assessments. The whole test should be conducted in French. The conversation should start with 
the candidate’s chosen topic which s/he can outline for up to a minute. The whole conversation should last 
between 5 and 6 minutes, with equal time spent on each of the two topics. The marks given here, particularly 
for the conversation, reflect the quality of the candidate rather than the length of the examination (which is 
shorter than the required 10 to 12 minutes for Higher Tier). 

 

Task 1 – Role play (HR6)     1 minute 27 seconds 
 
Teacher: Je peux vous aider ? 
Candidate: Je voudrais une chambre pour doux personnes au reze-de chaussée avec un grand lit. 

J’aimerais une chambre avec salle de bains avec une vue sur la mer et une télé ? 
 

Clearly communicated despite poorly-pronounced ‘doux’; ‘rez-de-chaussée’ 2 marks 
 
Teacher: Pourquoi venez-vous passer vos vacances en France ? 
Candidate: Je viens en France puisque j’aime voir les attractions celibres et découvrir des nouvelles 

chosés. 
 

Some ambiguity in the response although, in context, the question has been 
answered. 

1 mark 

 
Teacher: Ah, c’est bien. 
Teacher: Qu’est-ce que vous avez fait depuis votre arrivée en France ? 
Candidate: Je suis allée à de nombreuses restaurants et j’ai visité beaucoup d’attractions touristiques. 
 

Clearly communicated 2 marks 
 
Teacher: Très bien. 
Candidate: Le petit déjeuner est-il avant diques heures ? 
Teacher: Pardon ? 
Candidate :  Le petit déjeuner est-il avant dix heures ? 
 

Poor pronunciation results in some ambiguity in the student’s first utterance.  1 mark 
 
Teacher: C’est avant 10h, c’est à 8h. 
Candidate: Quel restaurant recommanderez-vous? 
 

Clearly communicated 2 marks 
 
Teacher J’y recommande le restaurant italien, juste au coin. 
 

Total for task (out of 10 marks) 8 marks 
 
 
 
Task 2 – Picture-based task (HP7)  1 minute 56 seconds 



 
Teacher: Décris-moi la photo. 

Candidate: Dans le photo on peut voir un bel hôtel avec bateau de croisières. Il y a un plage et une mer 
bleue, aussi un grand pommière.  

Teacher: Moi, je trouve que les grandes vacances sont trop longues. Quelle est ton opinion ? 

Candidate: Je trouve que les grandes vacances sont merveilleux, passionants et fascinants. Je pense que 
quelque fois assez éducatifs. 

Teacher: Parle-moi de tes dernières meilleures vacances. 

Candidate: L’été dernière moi et ma famille nous avons logé dans un village vacances. Moi et mon frère, 
nous sommes allés la natation et nous nous sommes amusés bien. 

Teacher: Que feras-tu quand tu iras en vacances avec tes amis ? 

Candidate: Cetté année j’irai à Paris avec mon meilleur ami. Nous verrons beaucoup de monuments 
célibres par example, Tour d’Eiffel. Je ferais du canou-kayak et du planche à voile. 

Teacher: Tu préfères aller dans un pays étranger ou rester chez toi quand tu es en vacances ? 

Teacher: Tu préfères aller dans un pays étranger ou rester chez toi quand tu es en vacances ? 

Candidate: Je préféré rester chèze moi. 

Communication and content: 9 marks 
 

The candidate responds to set questions with some developed responses which are fluent and there is 
no prompting necessary. There are some opinions which are justified and developed appropriately 
but the candidate does not always take the opportunity to do so.  
Language is effectively adapted to describe, narrate and inform in response to the questions and the 
candidate is able to respond to the unpredictable question, albeit very briefly. 
Pronunciation and intonation are usually intelligible but there are occasional lapses which do affect 
communication. 
There is insufficient development across all responses to reach the higher levels of the 9–12 band.  
 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 5 marks 
 

Responses given are grammatically accurate for the most part, with successful use of the past, present 
and future tenses. There are errors made which occasionally affect immediate communication of 
messages. Examples include the use of ‘Cetté année’ pronounced more like ‘C’était’ and the use of the 
imperfect tense in response to the question about future holidays. Similarly, the missing ‘faire’ before 
‘la natation’.  
 

Total for task (out of 24 marks) 14 marks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3 – Conversation (4 minutes 12 seconds) 



Part 1 (Theme 2-Local area, travel and holiday)  2 minutes 12 seconds 

Teacher: Qu’est-ce qu’on peut faire dans ta région ? 

Candidate: On peut visiter la musee et on peut jouer dans les champs. On peut voir les persage …et on 
peut sortir à la bibliothèque. 

Teacher: Très bien. Tu aimes la bibliothèque ? 

Candidate: Oui, j’adore la lecture. 

Teacher: Ah, fantastique ! Et le climat est comment chez toi ? 

Candidate: En hiver, il fait froid à il y a du brouillard, le climat est humide. En été, il fait beau et il y a du 
soléil, le climat est sec. 

Teacher: Et quelles activités aimes-tu faire quand il fait beau ? 

Candidate: Je fais … Je suis alle … J’adore la natation. 

Teacher: Très bien. Et qu’est-ce que tu as fait récemment dans ta région ? 

Candidate: Je suis sortie avec ma famille le weekend dernière. On a regardé un film qui s’appelle 
Moana. Je trouvais que c’était épatante. On a mangé au restaurant sophistiqué et on a bu 
un boisson gazeuse. Si j’avais le choix je serais allée à la plage. 

Teacher:  Et qu-est-ce que tu as mangé dans le restaurant ? Quel plat ? 

Candidate:  J’ai mangé un pizza. 

Teacher: Que feras-tu le week-end ? 

Candidate: S’il fera beau, je sortirai aux magasins avec ma meilleure amie. On achètera plein de 
vêtements et de chaussures. On regardera un film chèze moi et nous mangerons nourriture 
à important. 

Part 2 (Theme 3 – School)  2 minutes 

Teacher: On va parler maintenant de l’école. Quelle est ta matière préférée ?   

Candidate: Ma matière préférée est géographie. J’aime apprendre le different pays et le fait je trouve 
cela intéressant et fascinant. 

Teacher: Quelle matière tu n’aimes pas du tout? 

Candidate: … 

Teacher: Quelle matière tu détestes ? 

Candidate: L’information. 

Teacher: L’informatique ? Pourquoi ? 

Candidate: C’est forte. C’est fort. 

Teacher: Ok, bien, merci. Tu voudrais étudier quelles matières l’année prochaine ? 

Candidate: Je voudrais étudière les mathématiques, la biologie et la chemie à l’université … puisque je 
vous devenir médecin dans le futur. 

Teacher: Génial. Parle-moi d’une journée typique au collège. 



Candidate: Je me lève tarte et je mangé mon petite déjeuner. Je m’habille et je vais à l’école à piède 
avec mon frère et le voyage dure dix minutes. S’il plu, je vais en voiture avec ma mère. J’ai 
mes cours normaux à lycée et je mange mon déjeuner avec mon amie. 

Teacher: Fantastique. Et parle-moi un peu d’une visite scolaire que tu as faite  récemment. 

Candidate: Il y a un moisse je suis allée en sortie scolaire avec ma classe de géographie. Nous avons 
étudie la rivière que nous avons vue. 

Teacher: Quelle rivière ? 

Candidate: … Je ne sais pas. 

Teacher: D’accord. Merci. 

 

 

Communication and content: 7 marks 
 
Information that is relevant to the topics and questions is provided, although answers given to 
questions asked in the second unprepared topic are not so well developed in comparison with the first. 
Most responses use straightforward, predictable language although some attempts are made to use 
language more creatively to express and justify opinions. Pronunciation and intonation are authentic 
despite some errors that either significantly affect communication or cause the listener to stop. Variety 
of language is sometimes achieved through use of more precise and less familiar language and phrases.  
The whole conversation lasts 4 minutes and 30 seconds, which is shorter than the recommended 5 
minutes for this section of the test.  
 
Interaction and spontaneity: 6 marks 
Responses to questions are spontaneous for the most part and lead to the development of a natural 
conversation. However, particularly in the second topic, answers given are very brief and reliant on 
further questioning to maintain the flow.  
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 6 marks 
A range of standard grammatical structures are employed successfully with some attempts to vary 
language used. References made to past, present and future events are successful with minor errors 
only. Speech is generally coherent. Errors made do not unduly hinder clarity of communication.   
 
Total for task (out of 36 marks) 19 marks 

 

Total for test (out of 70 marks) 41 marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper 3 Reading Translation French into English 
 



Foundation Tier 
 
Student A 
 
A very good translation of the passage. The student translates ‘je vais’ as ‘I am going’ which is equally 
acceptable. There are only minor errors in the translation, for example, the ‘s’ is omitted from the word 
‘monument’. The student has translated the second part of the last sentence as ‘I had loads of fun’. This 
transmits the same idea as ‘I enjoyed myself’ and is also acceptable. The student scores a full 7 marks for 
this translation as the meaning of the passage is fully communicated and the minor errors made do not 
detract from the flow or clarity of the translation. 7 marks  
 
Student B 
 
The student begins this translation with a verb in the incorrect tense (past ‘I went’ instead of present ‘I 
go’). The remainder of the passage has been very competently translated with the exception of the last 
phrase. Here, the incorrect tense is used (‘it is amusing’ instead of ‘I enjoyed myself’). The meaning of the 
passage is mostly communicated correctly so the work falls into the 5–6 band. The translation scores 5 
marks rather than 6 marks because of the two tense errors. 
 
Higher Tier 
 
Student A 
 
This student has translated the passage very well. Although the verb in the first sentence translated as ‘has 
allowed’ is in the past tense rather than the present, the correct meaning is conveyed. The second 
sentence has been very competently translated. The candidate has translated the word ‘on’ as ‘we’ which 
is acceptable (‘one’, ‘you’, ‘we’ or even ‘people’ would also be appropriate). The candidate has translated 
‘à l’étranger’ as ‘in a foreign country’ which is perfectly fine. The translation of the second part of sentence 
three is quite clumsy, although the correct meaning is conveyed. The given translation of ‘my Swiss friends’ 
as ‘my friends in Switzerland’ does not affect the general meaning of the sentence. The meaning of the 
passage has been communicated. However, errors made do occasionally affect the clarity and flow of the 
translation. For this reason the score is 6 marks. 
 
Student B 
 
This student has had partial success in translating this passage. In the first sentence, ‘facilement’ has been 
incorrectly translated as ‘more often’ which has a different meaning. The tense of the verb in the second 
sentence (present rather than past) is also incorrect. The candidate begins sentence 3 well with ‘if we want 
to work abroad’ but incorrectly translates the word ‘poste’ as ‘post office’ rather than ‘job/position’. In the 
final section, the phrase ‘speaks good French’ has been accurately translated and the candidate has 
recognised the negative and conditional in the final sentence. However, overall inaccuracies in translation 
of this section prevents the full meaning being conveyed. For example, ‘rencontré’ incorrectly translated as 
‘return’ makes the final sentence very confusing. The overall mark for this translation is 3 marks. 

 

 

 

Paper 4 Writing 



Foundation Tier 

Question 1 
 
Communication and content: 6 marks    Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 6 marks 
 

This piece of writing fits well within the 20–30 words required. The student has described the photograph 
and given an opinion on sport. Language used is appropriate to the task set; extra details, including an 
opinion, have been provided and sentences are linked well. There are very few errors in this piece of 
writing and the meaning is clear.  
 
Question 2 
 
Communication and content: 8 marks    Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 8 marks 
 

This piece of writing is slightly over the suggested maximum 40 words. All four bullet points have been 
addressed. Appropriate use of register and style has been sustained. Communication is clear and despite 
the ‘de vous’ in line two and incorrect gender use of ‘malheureuse’ and ‘ennuyeuse’ in paragraph 2, the 
passage can be read and understood with little hesitation. Present and future time frames are 
communicated well. Opinions, reasons and facts are conveyed successfully. Mostly familiar language is 
used, but confidently. Ideas and sentences are linked well and there are very few errors. 
 
Question 3(b) 
 
Communication and content: 4 marks   Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 2 marks 
 

Although this piece of writing is suitable in length, not all four bullet points have been successfully 
addressed. Despite errors, bullet point 1 has been covered clearly but is too long. Bullet points 2 and 3 are 
confused with bullet point 3 seemingly absent. Weak use of tenses frequently obscures meaning. Some 
relevant information has been communicated, including facts and opinions, but the expression of these is 
not always effective. Language used is mainly familiar, with some repetition. Sentences are generally short, 
with little effective linking. There are frequent grammatical errors which often prevent meaning being 
conveyed. 
 
Question 4 Translation English into French 
 
 (a)  2 marks – the meaning has been fully communicated with no error. 

(b)  2 marks – the meaning has been fully communicated. The one minor error made does not hinder 
clarity. 

(c)  1 mark – the meaning has only been partially communicated because the verb has been omitted. 

(d)  2 marks – the meaning of the sentence is partially communicated. The error ‘ma favori matière’ is 
such as to hinder clarity or prevent meaning being conveyed. 

(e) 2 marks – the meaning has only been partially communicated because of the following errors: 
‘tennis’ wrongly translated as ‘foot’; ‘now’ wrongly translated as ‘cette’ and ‘more’ mistranslated as 
‘meilleur’. 

 

 

Higher Tier 



Question 1 
 
Communication and content: 10 marks Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 7 marks 
 
This piece of writing is of a suitable length and comfortably exceeds the 80-word minimum. All four bullet 
points have been addressed and developed appropriately. Although the New Year is not specifically 
mentioned in paragraph one, the use of ‘hier soir’ clearly links to the stimulus. The second paragraph, 
while clearly referring to what the candidate normally does using the present tense, makes creative use of 
a ‘si’ clause to indicate a preference. In the third paragraph there is a slight confusion between use of ‘on’ 
and ‘tu’. The final paragraph is more succinct but makes clear and appropriate reference to future plans. 
Throughout this piece, opinions given are justified with reasons. The student uses language effectively to 
inform and interest the reader. While vocabulary choices are generally basic, there are examples of more 
complex structures including variety in tense usage and use of the ‘si’ clause, although not entirely 
correctly. Ideas and sentences are linked well and work is generally accurate. Errors made do not hinder 
meaning.  
 
Question 2 
 
Communication and content: 12 marks; Linguistic knowledge and accuracy: 9 marks 
 
This piece of writing is of a suitable length and comfortably exceeds the 130-word minimum. All four bullet 
points have been addressed and developed appropriately. Use of the superfluous ‘avec’ in the first 
paragraph does not hinder communication significantly. Sports mentioned in paragraph two can easily be 
linked to the writer. Use of ‘vous’ at the start of paragraph 3 causes some initial confusion, but it soon 
becomes clear the writer is referring to the benefits which this event will offer. The purpose of mentioning 
languages is not immediately apparent but does offer a link to the earlier reference to travelling abroad. 
The use of ‘votre’ instead of ‘moi’ in the fifth paragraph is somewhat ambiguous.  

Language used informs and convinces the reader effectively. Reasons and opinions are fully justified; 
register and style are appropriate, except for the final phrase. Vocabulary choices are appropriate to the 
task with some ambitious choices, for example ‘gratifiant’ and ‘débrouillard’, used successfully. There are 
references to past, present and future events. Attempts to use more complex structures include a variety 
of tenses; linking and subordination; object pronouns; and infinitive expressions. Although language used is 
mainly accurate, errors made sometimes affect clarity of meaning.  

 

Question 3 Translation English into French 
 
10 marks 
 
The meaning of the passage has been conveyed although errors made do sometimes affect the clarity of 
the translation. Examples of this are evident in the ambiguity caused by the use of ‘elle’ to refer to Olivier 
and the incorrect use of the adjective ‘bonne’. While ‘faire du bon travail’ is not correct in context, it is a 
reasonable attempt to translate ‘get a good job’. Other errors, such as ‘habites’ instead of ‘habite’, ‘est’ 
instead of ‘sera’ and misuse of punctuation do not affect meaning.  
 
 


