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Introduction

On this 60-mark paper, candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate in written
French. They were expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a range of
specified contexts and to show competency in several areas.

Communication for different purposes and in different settings to interest, inform and
convince

describe and narrate in short and more extended texts in a clear and coherent way to
convey meaning, give information, present facts, key points, express and justify ideas and
opinions and translate a passage.

Language:

Write simple sentences in familiar language and use a variety of vocabulary and
grammatical structures with some complexity accurately and fluently.
Use present, past and future tenses.
Use appropriate style and register.

The Paper

An assessment time of one hour and twenty minutes.
Use of dictionaries are not permitted.
Instructions to candidates are all in French.

The Questions

Two open questions and a translation from English to French.
Candidates have to answer all questions with two questions presenting two options.
Recommended word counts are specified for each open question. Candidates are not
penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going beyond the
mandatory bullet points.
Each question is set in a context drawn from the themes and topics.
Tasks feature general content that is familiar and accessible to all candidates.
The length required of each response and the complexity of language increases across the
paper.

Candidates’ abilities are assessed accordingly:

Question 1: convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest and convince.
Candidates have to use the informal register. This question is common to the foundation
tier.
Question 2: convey information. Candidates have to use the formal register.
Question 3: translate a short passage from English to French.
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Question 1 (a)

This question addresses the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of daily routine.

Part (a) was more popular than its counterpart. The bullet points were answered successfully
by most candidates with some very interesting and mature submissions. For bullet point
three, it was pleasing to see how many understood ‘le temps’ and there were some very
thoughtful answers about how important it is and therefore how candidates spend it. The
best ones gave a variety of activities across the bullet points and avoided lists. Each bullet
point afforded candidates the opportunity to give quite individual answers and a broad range
of ideas. Idioms were used well such as ‘ce n’est pas ma tasse de thé, ça coûte les yeux de la
tête, si j’avais le choix, si on me demandait, je dirais que’ etc.

For those who didn’t score highly, it was mostly due to a clear misinterpretation of ‘le temps
libre’ referring it to ‘le libre’ and writing about the activity of reading. A rather limited range of
structures and vocabulary along with incorrect tenses, and lack of accuracy generally, often
prevented candidates from reaching the higher marks on the linguistic knowledge and
accuracy mark grid.
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In this answer all bullet points are addressed and there is
development. It is a very competent piece. All tenses are secure apart
from ‘je jouer’ and ‘j’irai jouer’ and there are some nice phrases:
‘disputer un match, je trouve que, j’ai toujours rêvè gagner' and
pronouns.

In order to gain full marks on Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy,
candidates such as this one would be well advised to allow enough
time to check answers at the end.
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In this answer all bullet points are addressed and there is
development. There are however a few blips: ' j’ai jouer, je regardé’ and
use of ‘rester’ for to rest, but most tenses are secure and there are
some nice phrases: ‘avec eux, chez moi, puisque je le trouve, je pense
que’.

In order for a candidate such as this to gain marks in the top boxes,
they should pay attention to their verbs, especially the present tense,
which tends to be the tense which 'fades' a little as the past and future
tenses are learnt. A little tightening up on spelling, especially accents,
would also be beneficial.
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In this answer the first two bullet points are addressed though the
latter only tenuously through the mention of recently and ‘c’etait’.
However the last two bullet points are not understood (‘le temps libre’
and à l’avenir’ are used, but clearly not understood). There is however
development. Present and imperfect tenses are good and the attempt
at the perfect tense (albeit for the wrong bullet point). There is some
linking ‘quelquefois’ and time phrases, which are lifted from the
stimulus.

Candidates would be well advised to break down the bullet points
forensically to make sure each word is accounted for, eg 'libre' in bullet
point three, as well as establishing the tense, eg in bullet point four. So
that confusion does not arise, candidates should avoid the use of 'tu'
and understand that the pronouns is only being used in the bullet
points to address them.
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Question 1 (b)

This question addresses the theme of Local Area, Holiday and Travel and the topic of
holidays.

Each bullet point allows candidates the opportunity to give quite individual answers and a
broad range of ideas. For bullet point two many candidates not only gave a reason why they
like going to a certain place on holiday but developed the point by giving an area they didn’t
particularly like while some weaved bullet points two and three together by describing their
last year’s holiday in the preferred place. Bullet point four yielded some interesting answers
with development including comments on spending holidays with family as opposed to those
with friends.

The less successful didn’t vary their structures enough to be able to access the top band of
the Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy mark grid.
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This response is worth looking at because it's a very natural piece. All
bullet points are addressed and developed. Despite a few blips: ‘tu
peut, nous avons restée, manior’, verbs are secure and there are some
nice phrases: ‘me plait énormément, comparée a, sans avoir grand-
chose à faire’.

Candidates such as this would be well advised to make sure they check
their answer at the end to avoid making any more serious errors,
which may result in the answer not being placed in the top box of both
parts of the mark scheme.

13 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



14GCSE French 1FR0 4H



This is quite a natural piece. All bullet points are addressed and there is
development. However the tense change in the answer to bullet point
two is a little ambiguous. Verbs are a little insecure, but the conditional
is solid. There are also some nice phrases: ‘il faut que…., vraiment,
surtout, plus de’.

Candidates who write fluently, such as this one, would be well advised
to check their verbs in particular to make sure they communicate the
answer to the bullet point successfully, as it is clear that the candidate
has understood the task.

15 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



16GCSE French 1FR0 4H



In this answer all bullet points are addressed with development.
Perfect and future tenses though are not secure and so detract from
the message. There is some attempt at nice phrases: ‘en lieu de’, faire
du nouveau ami, un perde du’ and some linking.

Candidates should make sure they know how to form tenses in order
to be able to convey the answer to a bullet point that they clearly have
understood, as this means they are not able to score highly on both
parts of the mark scheme.
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Question 2 (a)

This question has the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of who am I? It was more
popular than its counterpart probably due to the nature of the topic.

It was very clear that most candidates really enjoyed answering this question and therefore it
was a particular pleasure to mark. There was a wide range of role models including parents,
siblings, footballers, actresses, singers etc and much information, especially about
professionals, which was very interesting and engaging to read. Answers to this question
were very individual and there were some lively, creative and fluent submissions. Answers to
bullet point four were very altruistic and many related to the environment with development
focussing on concerning issues. Some candidates interpreted 'influencer' specifically in terms
of being an influencer on YouTube.

Where candidates didn’t answer so well, this was due to a lack of clarity and complex
structures. In addition, for bullet point two, the wrong tense was used – the present instead
of the past. Whilst it was acceptable to describe what a role model may still do, there had to
be some reference to the past too. Some candidates also misinterpreted the last bullet point
to mean what their role model will do in the future to influence others.
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In this answer all bullet points are addressed and there is
development. It is a very clear, fluent and interesting piece. Tenses and
verbs are secure with the odd blip: 'elle aider'. There are attempts at
complex language although sometimes incorrect: omission of ‘qui’ in
first paragraph, construction with ‘donner and ‘encourager’.

A candidates such as this, who writes fluently and is at ease with the
language on the whole, would be well advised to make sure they know
how to implement more complex structures, in this case dual verb
constructions. In this way an answer would flow better, be more
accurate and therefore access the top bands of both parts of the mark
scheme.
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In this answer the candidate has addressed all the bullet points and
there is development. The answer to the third bullet point breaks
down a little and there are moments of ambiguity: ‘ils sont donne’.
Verbs are not overly secure. There is an attempt at more complex
structures such as ‘depuis’, pronouns and dual verbs, but they are not
quite correct.

Candidates such as this one, who are confident to address the more
straightforward bullet points like the first, second and fourth bullet
points in this question, would be well advised to practise giving an
opinion on the importance of certain areas such as this one on being a
role model. This will ensure that the level of language is maintained
throughout the answer and is equal to the rest of the piece. It is also
important that candidates, who clearly are aware of more complex
constructions, make sure they are well versed in them before the
exam, so as to use them accurately and therefore score more highly on
both parts of the mark scheme.
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In this piece all bullet points are addressed and there is development.
There are however moments of confusion due to the candidate trying
to recount too much information and it is not clear that the second
bullet point is in the past. The part about working is unclear. There are
many errors of vocabulary : ‘corporate, issues, lecturer' and basic
mistakes such as: 'ills devoir'. There are however attempts at complex
language, but they are not always correct: ‘vu que, ca fait me heureusé,
ce me fait rire’. Verbs are not overly secure and there are many spelling
mistakes.

Candidates should make sure they answer the bullet points and,
unless they have missed something pertinent to the task, not add extra
information as an addendum, but rather spend time checking the
answer forensically for basic mistakes. As far as possible, candidates
such as this one should take as their starting point the vocabulary they
know and are comfortable with in order to make sure their messages
are conveyed clearly and with as few mistakes as possible. Solid
revision of tenses of basic verbs is also paramount to producing a good
piece.
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Question 2 (b)

This question deals with the theme of International and Global Dimension and the topic of
working as a volunteer. Candidates are given four bullet points within the context of writing a
letter to an organisation applying to become a volunteer.

Candidates answered well for the most part on this question. The context was well
understood ie that they were helping at the hospital. There were some very good reasons
given for helping, with details about family members having spent time in hospital and
candidates wanting to ‘give back’ or the fact that they wanted to work in a hospital in the
future. There were some heart-warming and interesting accounts of what candidates had
done recently at the hospital, where candidates were able to express themselves very clearly
and eloquently. Some answers to bullet point three were very interesting and uplifting with
some candidates taking the opportunity to mention different sectors of society in need of
help with some skilfully continuing that into bullet point four to write about how they will
help these sectors to make the world a better place in terms of homelessness, the
environment etc. Successful candidates displayed an impressive range of vocabulary: ‘faire
du bénévolat, aider les défavorisés, les sans-abris, avoir besoin de’ etc, and complex
structures such as ‘après avoir/être, en’ + present participle, ‘avant de, afin de, bien que’.

Candidates who did less well wrote about applying for voluntary work, which showed a lack
of understanding of the context and the bullet point.

27 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



28GCSE French 1FR0 4H



29 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



In this piece all bullet points are addressed and there is development.
It is all clearly communicated albeit with a blip: ‘la salle d’espere’. Most
verbs are secure apart from a few: ‘j’etait, je m’entend’, je vais
dormis/après avoir manger’. There is some attempt at complexity with
'après avoir manger, dual verbs, pronouns, ‘depuis que, a la place de, il
y avait rien a faire' and 'un grande perte de temps’.

Candidates such as this one, who are clearly comfortable with the
language, would be well advised to leave enough time at the end of the
exam to check forensically both basic verbs and spellings so as to
ensure they achieve an even higher mark in the top boxes of the mark
scheme.

30GCSE French 1FR0 4H



31 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



In this answer all bullet points are addressed and there is
development. Some parts are a little difficult to decipher, but they can
be worked out, eg the use of ‘lirer’. The answer to the second bullet
point is particularly difficult to follow mainly due to the insecure verb
forms. There is not much complexity.

At this level, candidates must make sure they are secure in all tenses
and have a bank of some complex constructions that they feel
comfortable with to use. They should practise these regularly in the
run-up to the exam, so that by the time they sit it, they are confident in
using them. This will ensure they attain a higher mark in the Linguistic
Knowledge and Accuracy part of the mark scheme.
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In this piece all bullet points are addressed, but it is very difficult to
follow due to the English interference and odd syntax. For bullet point
one, the fact that the candidate uses ‘je voudrais’ could be interpreted
as why they help at hospital, so the benefit of the doubt can be given.
However, the candidate's English notes next to the bullet point shows
they have interpreted it as: why you want to help at the hospital, so
has misunderstood. Verb forms are not secure and there is no
complexity.

Candidates such as this one would be well advised to make sure they
are well equipped with basic vocabulary and verb forms in all tenses in
order to be successful at this level of question. They should then also
try to learn some complex language they can use and are comfortable
with, and practise these constantly in the run-up to the exam, so that
they can use them with confidence.
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Question 3

This question is on the theme of School and the topic of the same name. Candidates have to
translate a passage from English to French.

Performance on this translation showed a marked improvement on previous years. It was
clear that candidates had been much better prepared for it with many knowing the French
for such verbs as ‘participer, espérer, améliorer’ and ‘comprendre’. Many manipulated the
language to write a very accurate translation. Whilst the more advanced verbs were well
known, the more basic vocabulary was lacking with alternatives being offered: ‘une aire de
jeux’ for ‘le parc’ ‘la nation/natation’ for ‘la piscine’ or just the English: ‘trip, exchange’.

The vocabulary which appeared to be the most unknown was ‘trip', 'near', 'swimming pool',
and 'exchange'.
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This translation is a very good effort. Most of the passage is
communicated with just a few words incorrect and clarity is hindered
by 'un trip de la piscine...le parc'. Errors in spelling, gender and
structure do not impede communication.

Candidates would be well advised to make sure they know basic
vocabulary and prepostions to avoid the translation 'trip de la
piscine....le parc'.
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This answer is borderline between mostly and partially communicated
with the last part being the least successful, as English interference
prevents communication.

Candidates should look at past translations and make sure they know
such verbs as 'to improve', 'to understand' and that they maintain the
momentum throughout the translation to the end.
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In this response there are some mistranslations of words such as
'plage ensuite, exchangé' together with the last sentence. There is also
paraphrasing, 'l'aire des jeux' plus English interference, 'trip', 'pupil'.
There are also quite a few inaccuracies such as 'je suis voudrais'.

Candidates should make sure they know basic vocabulary such as
'trip', 'pupil', 'exchange' and this should help with avoiding
paraphrasing.
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Paper Summary

Candidates are offered the following advice:

Questions 1 and 2

Adhere to the word limit to allow more time to think about what each bullet point requires
or to make sure all bullet points are covered.
Do not spend too much time on first bullet points; leave time for the others.
Refer to the bullet point to make sure it is clear you are answering them.
Write only what is relevant to bullet points, so as to spend time fulfilling the requirements
of the task, and with clarity.

Question 3

Translate every element and avoid paraphrasing by dividing the English passage into
smaller parts.

Finally, you must leave time at the end to check language, especially verbs and, if complex
structures are used, their accuracy.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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