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Inside this Sample Assessment   
Materials pack you’ll fi nd:     

• Accessible papers to help you and your   
 students prepare for the assessment

• Clear and concise mark schemes to   
 let you know what the examiners are   
 looking for

• Supported controlled assessment    
 information including sample tasks   
 and assessment criteria to share 
 with students.



Welcome to the GCSE 2009 
in French Sample Assessment 
Materials

These sample assessment materials have been written to accompany 
the specifi cation. They have been developed to give you and your  
students a fl avour of the actual exam papers and mark schemes so  
they can experience what they will encounter in their assessments.   
They feature: 

• Accessible papers using a mixture of question styles. We’ve worked  
 hard to ensure the papers are easy to follow and encourage all   
 students to achieve their full potential. 

• Clear and concise mark schemes for each paper outlining what   
 examiners will be looking for in the assessments, so you can use the  
 sample papers with students to help them prepare for the real thing.

• Supported controlled assessment, including sample controlled   
 assessment materials to show you the sort of activity students that  
 students can undertake. Used in conjunction with the guidance in the  
 Teacher’s Guide, these samples will help you manage the controlled  
 assessment in your centre and help students to do their best.

Our GCSE 2009 French qualifi cation will be supported better than ever 
before. Keep up to date with the latest news and services available by 
visiting our website:     
www.edexcel.com/gcse2009
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General Marking Guidance  

All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark the 
first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 
Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for 
what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.  
Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.  
There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately.  
All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 
should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 
Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by 
which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 
When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a 
candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 
Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it with 
an alternative response. 
Free responses are marked for the effective communication of the correct 
answer rather than for quality of language but it is possible that, on some 
occasions, the quality of English or poor presentation can impede 
communication and lose candidate marks. 
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Edexcel GCSE

You do not need any other materials.

Centre Number Candidate  Number

Write your name here

Surname Other names

Total Marks

Paper Reference

French
Paper 1F — Listening and understanding in French

Foundation Tier

Sample Assessment Material

Time:  25 minutes and 5 minutes reading time 5FR01/1F

Instructions
• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

• Answer all questions.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

• You must not use a dictionary.

Information
• You have 5 minutes to read through the paper before your teacher starts the CD.

• You will hear the extract twice. You may write whilst the CD is playing. There will  
 be a pause between each question.

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice
• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

N35714A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3
*N35714A0112*
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My most treasured possession

Answer ALL questions

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box     .

If you change your mind about an answer, put a line through the box      and then mark your 

new answer with a cross .

1 What do these young people think?

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

A B C D E F

Example: Serge

(i) Amélie

(ii) Thierry

(iii) Soraya

(iv) Patrick

(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)

X–BOX

360
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Yellow pages

2 What service do they want?

A

Garages

B

TV Repairs

C

Pizza Delivery

D

Dental Surgeries

E

Hotels

F

The Train Station

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

A B C D E F

Example

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)
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A guided tour

3 What four things does the guide mention?

 Put a cross      in the four correct boxes.

Example: weather

(a) hotels

(b) historic sites

(c) beach

(d) restaurants

(e) sports available

(f ) things to do in the evening

(g) campsites

(h) shops

(Total for Question 3 = 4 marks)
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My school

4 Thierry is talking about his new school.

 Complete the sentences by putting a cross     in the correct box.

 Example: He thinks his new school is …

(i) … very big.

(ii) … quite small.

(iii) … too small.

 (a) He gets up at …

(i) … 6.30 a.m.

(ii) … 7.00 a.m.

(iii) … 7.30 a.m.

 (b) At  lunch time he eats …

(i) … in the canteen.

(ii) … at home.

(iii) … at his friend’s house.

 (c) He thinks homework is …

(i) … useful.

(ii) … boring.

(iii) … too difficult.

 (d) He is going on a school trip to …

(i) … England.

(ii) … Spain.

(iii) … Paris.

(Total for Question 4 = 4 marks)
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At the tourist information office

5 Put a cross     in the correct box.

 Example: The man wants to visit …

A

Museum
B

Church
C

Castle

 (i) He needs to go …

A B C

 (ii) In front of the castle there is a …

A

Park
B

Car park
C

Bus stop

 (iii) There is also a …

A

Gift shop
B

Restaurant
C

Picnic area

 (iv) At the castle …

A

No dogs
B

No music
C

No photography

(Total for Question 5 = 4 marks) 
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My hobbies

6 Who likes what? 
 Put a cross  in the correct box

Kévin Minette Raphaël

Example: likes playing sport

(a) likes watching films

(b) likes going shopping

(c) likes watching TV

(d) likes going on the internet

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)
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A job in France

7 You hear this advert for a summer job.

 Put a cross      next to the four correct statements.

 You will be able to work …

Example:  … in a hotel in the Alps.

(a) … if you can swim.

(b) … at the hotel reception.

(c) … only if you are French.

(d) … if you are over 18.

(e) … if you have experience.

(f ) … in the winter season.

(g) … if you speak English and French.

(h) … if you write to them.

(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)
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At the restaurant

8 What do these people order?

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

A B C D E F

Example:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(Total for Question 8 = 4 marks)

You can order

 A – Chicken

   B – Fish

     C – Pizza

 D – Soup

   E – Steak

     F – Salad
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Where I live

9 Jamel is describing where he lives.  

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

 Example: What is the name of the town where he lives?

(i) Paris

(ii) St. Laurent

(iii) Pontivy

 (a) What kind of area does he live in?

(i) Countryside

(ii) Seaside

(iii) A big town

 (b) Where does he go when he goes out?

(i) To the cinema

(ii) Clubbing

(iii) To the sports centre

 (c) How does he get around?

(i) By train

(ii) By bus

(iii) By bike

 (d) What does he say about his home?

(i) He lives in a small house

(ii) He lives in a large house

(iii) He lives in a flat

(Total for Question 9 = 4 marks)
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Shopping on the internet

10 You are doing a project about internet shopping. 

 Make notes on what Frédéric says.

 (a) List three things he likes about internet shopping.

( i )   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

( i i )   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

( i i i )   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) List one thing he doesn’t like about internet shopping.

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 10 = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 1F: Listening and understanding in French 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(i) B 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(ii) E 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iii) A 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iv) D 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(i) E 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(ii) F 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iii) A 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iv) D 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3 (b)
(e)
(f)
(h)

1 mark for 
every correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(a) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(b) (ii) 1
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(c) (i) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(d) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(i) A 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(ii) B 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iii) A 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iv) C 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(a) Minette 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(b) Kévin 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(c) Raphaël 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(d) Minette 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7 (b)
(d)
(e)
(h)

1 mark for 
every correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(i) E 1
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(ii) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(iii) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(iv) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(a) (i) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(c) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(d) (ii) 1 

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

10(a) Any three of the following: 
Easy
Very quick 
Lots of choice 
Less expensive 
Cheaper 

You can buy lots of things 

3

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

10(b) Any one of the following: 
(have to) pay by (credit) 
card
(have to) use (credit) card 
(have to  pay through 
(credit) card 
have to ask parents 

(credit) card on own 
can’t pay by cash 
can’t use cash 

Permission from parents on 
own 1
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Unit 1F Transcript 

1. MY MOST TREASURED POSSESSION 

Example :

M1 Alors Serge quel est l’objet le plus précieux pour toi ? 

M2 C’est mon X Box 360. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 1(i) 

M1 Et toi Amélie ? 

F1 C’est mon téléphone portable. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 1(ii) 

M1 Thierry ? 

M1 Ce sont mes nouvelles baskets. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 1(iii) 

M1 Soraya ? 

F2 Mon ordinateur. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 1(iv) 

M1 Et Patrick ? 

M2 J’adore la musique alors c’est mon Ipod. 

Pause and repeat. 
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2. YELLOW PAGES 

Example:   

F1 Je voudrais commander des pizzas. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 2(i) 

M1 Je voudrais une chambre pour deux personnes avec douche. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 2(ii) 

F2 Je veux prendre le train pour Paris cet après-midi. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 2(iii) 

M2 J’ai un problème avec ma voiture. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 2(iv) 

F1 J’ai mal aux dents. 

Pause and repeat. 
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3. A GUIDED TOUR 

F1 Bienvenue dans notre ville où il fait toujours du soleil. Il faut surtout visiter le 
château et la vieille cathédrale.  Dans la région on peut faire du cheval et  jouer au 
golf.  En ville il y a des petites boutiques où vous pouvez acheter des souvenirs de la 
région.  Le soir  il y a le cinéma, le bowling et deux boîtes de nuit. 

Pause and repeat. 
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4. MY SCHOOL 

M2 Mon nouveau collège est assez petit mais ça c’est bien.  Il est  près de ma 
maison.  Avant je devais me lever à 6h30 et je prenais le car à 7h maintenant je peux 
rester au lit jusqu’à 7h30.  Je rentre à la maison pour manger, mes amis mangent à 
la cantine mais je n’aime pas la nourriture à la cantine. J’ai plus de devoirs mais ils 
ne sont  pas trop difficiles et  j’apprends beaucoup.   On fait beaucoup de voyages, 
dans deux semaines on ira en Espagne, on est déjà allés en Angleterre et à Paris. 

Pause and repeat. 
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5. AT THE TOURIST OFFICE 

Example : 

M1 Je voudrais des informations sur le château. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 5(i) 

F2 C’est tout près, prenez la première à gauche. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 5(ii) 

F2 Si vous y allez en voiture, il y a un grand parking devant le château. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 5(iii) 

F2  On peut acheter des billets d’entrée au magasin. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 5(iv) 

F2 Attention, il est interdit de prendre des photos. 

Pause and repeat. 
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6. MY HOBBIES 

M1 Ecoutons d’abord  Kévin : 

M2 J’aime jouer au foot et nager.  J’aime faire les magasins avec mes amis. 

M1 Minette ? 

F1 J’ai un nouvel ordinateur et j’adore surfer sur le web.  En plus je suis fana du 
cinéma, j’y vais assez souvent.  

M1 Et toi Raphaël ? 

M1 Je préfère les émissions  informatives,  les documentaires et les reportages. 

Pause and repeat. 



Edexcel GCSE in French Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 25

7. A JOB IN FRANCE 

F2 Nous cherchons des jeunes  pour travailler dans notre hôtel, situé dans les 
Alpes près de Grenoble, pour la saison des sports d’hiver, de novembre à février.  
C’est un grand hôtel avec restaurant et piscine.  Vous allez travailler à la réception.  
Il est essentiel de parler anglais et français et il faut avoir 18 ans. Il n’est pas 
nécessaire d’avoir de l’expérience.  Si vous êtes intéressé,  il faut nous téléphoner.  

Pause and repeat. 
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8. AT THE RESTAURANT 

Example:

F1 Je prends la pizza. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 8(i) 

M2 Je voudrais un steak. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 8(ii) 

F2  Pour moi du poulet. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 8(iii) 

M1 Je prends la soupe. 

Pause and repeat. 

Question number 8(iv) 

F1 Moi je voudrais du poisson. 

Pause and repeat. 
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9. WHERE I LIVE 

M1 Salut je m’appelle Jamel et j’habite à St Laurent, près de Pontivy.  Avant 
j’habitais Paris, j’aimais bien y habiter mais ma mère voulait habiter  à la campagne 
ou près de la mer.  Ici c’est vraiment la campagne.  Il n’y  a pas de cinéma, pas de 
boîtes de nuit mais il y a un centre sportif assez près et j’y vais souvent.  Il n’y  a pas 
de trains et seulement trois autobus par jour, heureusement j’ai mon vélo, je 
l’utilise tout le temps. Mais on a une belle maison et beaucoup plus de place que 
dans notre petit appartement à Paris, on a six chambres, c’est énorme !   

Pause and repeat. 
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10. SHOPPING ON THE INTERNET 

M2 J’aime bien faire du shopping sur Internet, c’est très facile et très rapide, et 
il y a beaucoup de choix.  En plus tout est moins cher que dans les magasins. 
L’inconvénient pour moi est qu’il faut payer par carte de crédit et je dois demander 
la permission de mes parents. 

Pause and repeat. 



Edexcel GCSE in French Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 29

     Turn over

Edexcel GCSE

You do not need any other materials.

Centre Number Candidate  Number

Write your name here
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Total Marks
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Paper 1H: Listening and understanding in French
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©2008 Edexcel Limited.
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Instructions
• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

• Answer all the questions.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

• You must not use a dictionary.

Information
• You have 5 minutes to read through the paper before your teacher starts the CD.

• You will hear the extract twice. You may write while the CD is playing. There 
 will be a pause between each question.

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice
• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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A guided tour

Answer ALL questions

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box     . If you change your mind about an 

answer, put a line through the box      and then mark your new answer with a cross .

1 What four things does the guide mention?

 Put a cross  in the four correct boxes. 

Example: weather

(a) hotels

(b) historic sites

(c) beach

(d) restaurants

(e) sports available

(f ) things to do in the evening

(g) campsites

(h) shops

(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)
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My school

2 Thierry is talking about his new school.

 Complete the sentences by putting a cross  in the correct box.

 Example: He thinks his new school is …

(i) … very big

(ii)  … quite small

(iii)  … too small

 (a) He gets up at …

(i)  … 6.30 a.m.

(ii) … 7.00 a.m.

(iii)  … 7.30 a.m.

 (b) At lunch time he eats …

(i)  … in the canteen

(ii) … at home

(iii)  … at his friend’s house

 (c) He thinks homework is …

(i)   … useful

(ii)   … boring

(iii)   … too difficult

 (d) He is going on a school trip to …

(i)   … England

(ii)  … Spain

(iii)   … Paris

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)
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My hobbies

3 Who likes what? 

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

Kévin Minette Raphaël

Example: likes playing sport

(a)   likes watching films

(b)   likes going shopping

(c)   likes watching TV

(d)   likes going on the internet

(Total for Question 3 = 4 marks)
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The music I like

4 Jean-Pierre is talking about the music he likes.  

 Put a cross  in the box by the 4 correct statements.

Example: Jean-Pierre’s favourite singer is Manu Chao.

(a)   Manu Chao was born in Spain.

(b)   His first group Mano Negra was not very successful.

(c)   He left Mano Negra because he wanted to go solo.

(d)   His first album Clandestino came out in 1997.

(e)   He is successful because he sings in several different languages.

(f )   Manu Chao is only well known in Europe.

(g)   Manu Chao writes his own music and lyrics.

(h)   Jean-Pierre likes Manu Chao because he deals with social issues.

(Total for Question 4 = 4 marks)
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At work

5 What are they talking about?

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

customers holidays hours
journey 

to work
rules salary

Example:

Remy

(a)  Juliette

(b)  Antoine

(c) Charlotte

(d)  Naresh

(Total for Question 5 = 4 marks)
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Where I live

6 Jamel is describing where he lives.  

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

 Example:   What is the name of the town where he lives? 

(i) Paris  

(ii) St. Laurent  

(iii) Pontivy  

 (a)  What kind of area does he live in?

(i) Countryside

(ii) Seaside

(iii) A big town

 (b)  Where does he go when he goes out?

(i) To the cinema

(ii) Clubbing

(iii) To the sports centre

 (c)  How does he get around?

(i) By train

(ii) By bus

(iii) By bike

 (d) What does he say about his home?

(i) He lives in a small house

(ii) He lives in a large house

(iii) He lives in a flat

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)
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Communication at work

7  Listen to Mme Banna, M. Dupuy and Mme Mauriac.

 Who expresses the following opinions?

 Put a cross  in the correct box. 

Mme 

Banna
M. Dupuy

Mme 

Mauriac

Example: I receive lots of emails.

(a) Emails are a quick way of 
communicating.

(b) You can do everything on the internet.

(c) Sometimes people make mistakes.

(d) There is less real contact between 
people.

(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)
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My friends

8 Nicolas is talking about his friends.

 What are they like?

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

patient funny chatty generous
hard 

working
bossy impatient shy

(a) Robert

(b) William

(c) Virginie

(d) Laure

(Total for Question 8 = 4 marks)
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Choosing a hotel

9 M. and Mme Foulon are choosing a hotel.

 Which hotel do they choose? 

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

(a)

A

Hôtel de la Plage

B

Hôtel Napoléon

C

Hôtel Bon Séjour

 Why?

 Put a cross  in the three correct boxes:

(b)

(i)  The hotel has a heated swimming pool

(ii)  It is a luxury hotel

(iii)  The hotel is near the beach

(iv)  The hotel is near the shops

(v)  The rooms have satellite TV

(vi)  There is a bus service between the hotel and the beach

(Total for Question 9 = 4 marks)
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Crossing the Channel

10 You are doing a project on crossing the Channel.  

 You hear an interview with these two people. 

 Listen to what they say and answer the following questions.

 (a)  Give two reasons why Mme Lefèvre likes travelling by Eurostar.
 (2)

 (i)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  

(ii)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

11 The interview continues.

 (a)  What does M. Albio think Eurostar needs to do?
(1)

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 

 (b)  Why does he prefer the boat to Eurostar?
(1)

  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (Total for Question 10–11 = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 1H: Listening and understanding in French 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1 (b)
(e)
(f)
(h)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(a) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(b) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(c) (i) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(d) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(a) Minette 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(b) Kévin 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(c) Raphaël 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(d) Minette 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4 (c)
(e)
(g)
(h)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(a) customers 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(b) rules 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(c) salary 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(d) holidays 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(a) (i) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(b) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(c) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(d) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(a) M. Dupuy 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(b) Mme Mauriac 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(c) Mme Banna 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(d) M. Dupuy 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(a) chatty 1
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(b) hard working 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(c) patient 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(d) bossy 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(a) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b) (ii)
(iv)
(vi)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

10(a) Any two of the following:  
can go directly to the centre 
of Paris/ 
you get off in the town 
centre
boat too slow 
airports far from town 
centre

It goes to Paris 

2

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

11(a) lower prices 

Notes: key element of less 

Change the prices 

1

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

11(b) Any one of the following: 
More things to do (on boat) 
lots more things to do (on 
board/on boat) 

there are distractions 
lots of distraction 

1
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Unit 1H Transcript 

1. A GUIDED TOUR 

F1 Bienvenue dans notre ville où il fait toujours du soleil. Il faut surtout visiter le 
château et la vieille cathédrale.  Dans la région on peut faire du cheval et  jouer au 
golf.  En ville il y a des petites boutiques où vous pouvez acheter des souvenirs de la 
région.  Le soir  il y a le cinéma, le bowling et deux boîtes de nuit. 

Pause and repeat. 
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2. MY SCHOOL 

M2 Mon nouveau collège est assez petit mais ça c’est bien.  Il est  près de ma 
maison.  Avant je devais me lever à 6h30 et je prenais le car à 7h maintenant je peux 
rester au lit jusqu’à 7h30.  Je rentre à la maison pour manger, mes amis mangent à 
la cantine mais je n’aime pas la nourriture à la cantine. J’ai plus de devoirs mais ils 
ne sont  pas trop difficiles et  j’apprends beaucoup.   On fait beaucoup de voyages, 
dans deux semaines on ira en Espagne, on est déjà allés en Angleterre et à Paris. 

Pause and repeat. 
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3. MY HOBBIES 

M1 Ecoutons d’abord  Kévin : 

M2 J’aime jouer au foot et nager.  J’aime faire les magasins avec mes amis. 

M1 Minette ? 

F1 J’ai un nouvel ordinateur et j’adore surfer sur le web.  En plus je suis fana du 
cinéma, j’y vais assez souvent.  

M1 Et toi Raphaël ? 

M1 Je préfère les émissions  informatives,  les documentaires et les reportages. 

Pause and repeat. 
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4. THE MUSIC I LIKE 

M2 Mon chanteur  préféré s’appelle Manu Chao.  Ses parents sont espagnols mais 
Manu est né à Paris.  Avant il chantait dans un groupe Mano Negra qui a eu beaucoup 
de succès mais il a quitté le groupe et a décidé de chanter seul.   Son premier album 
Clandestino est sorti en 1998.  L’album comprend des chansons en anglais, en 
français et  en espagnol ce qui explique peut-être son succès dans le monde entier.  
J’aime Manu Chao non seulement parce qu’il compose la musique et écrit les paroles 
de ses chansons  mais surtout parce qu’il parle des problèmes de la société.. 

Pause and repeat. 
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5. AT WORK 

Example : 

M1 Ecoutons d’abord Rémy : 

M1 Je commence le matin à 9h et je finis le soir vers 19h. 

Pause and repeat. 

M1 Et maintenant Juliette 

F1 Parfois ils peuvent être difficiles, mais en général ils sont gentils et j’aime 
bien le contact avec les gens. 

M1 Et Antoine 

M2  On n’a pas le droit de manger du chewing-gum ni de parler ou de texter nos 
amis.

M1 Et toi Charlotte 

F2 Mon travail n’est pas bien payé mais après deux ans je gagnerai plus.   

M1 Et finalement Naresh 

M1 J’ai droit à 4 semaines plus une semaine à Noël et une à Pâques.  

Pause and repeat. 
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6. WHERE I LIVE 

M1 Salut je m’appelle Jamel et j’habite à St Laurent, près de Pontivy.  Avant 
j’habitais Paris, j’aimais bien y habiter mais ma mère voulait habiter  à la campagne 
ou près de la mer.  Ici c’est vraiment la campagne.  Il n’y  a pas de cinéma, pas de 
boîtes de nuit mais il y a un centre sportif assez près et j’y vais souvent.  Il n’y  a pas 
de trains et seulement trois autobus par jour, heureusement j’ai mon vélo, je 
l’utilise tout le temps. Mais on a une belle maison et beaucoup plus de place que 
dans notre petit appartement à Paris, on a six chambres, c’est énorme !   

Pause and repeat. 
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7. COMMUNICATION AT WORK 

M1 Écoutons d’abord Mme Banna : 

F1 J’envoie 100 emails par jour et j’en reçois le double.  Nos clients nous 
envoient leurs commandes et en général ça marche très bien sauf s’ils ne tapent pas 
les bonnes informations ! 

M1 Et M. Dupuy : 

M2 Nous utilisons toujours des emails pour communiquer, ça prend moins de 
temps qu’un coup de téléphone!  Mais rien ne vaut le dialogue entre les  êtres 
humains.

M1 Et Mme Mauriac : 

F2  Je peux réserver les billets d’avion, les chambres d’hôtel, je peux trouver les 
directions cela rend mon travail beaucoup plus facile. 

Pause and repeat. 
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8. MY FRIENDS 

M1  Mon meilleur ami s’appelle Bruno, il me fait rire tout le temps.  Robert est 
aussi un bon ami même s’il me parle toujours en classe et que  le prof se fâche 
contre nous deux.   William est un élève sérieux , il passe des heures à faire ses 
devoirs.   J’aime bien Virginie, elle m’aide à faire mes devoirs et elle ne se fâche 
jamais quand je fais des fautes.   Laure m’énerve un peu, c’est toujours elle qui 
décide ce qu’on va faire. 

Pause and repeat. 
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9. CHOOSING A HOTEL 

M2 Regarde chérie le A,  l’Hôtel de la Plage est bien et c’est tout près de la 
plage ! 

F1 Oui mais il n’y a pas de piscine, les enfants adorent nager dans la piscine. 

M2  Alors l’Hôtel Napoléon, le B  a une piscine. 

F1 Mais  elle n’est pas chauffée et en plus c’est cher. 

M2 Le C, l’Hôtel Bon Séjour, c’est beaucoup moins cher et toutes les chambres 
ont la télé satellite. 

F1 Alors ça non, je ne veux pas que les enfants passent les vacances devant la 
télé.

M2 L’Hôtel Napoléon est en centre-ville, c’est très bien pour faire les courses. 

F1 Oui  mais c’est loin de la plage. 

M2 Mais il y a un bus gratuit entre l’hôtel et la plage. C’est plus cher mais c’est 
un hôtel 5 étoiles.  Moi j’aimerais un peu de luxe, je veux y aller. 

F1 D’accord je vais appeler pour réserver. 

Pause and repeat. 
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CROSSING THE CHANNEL 

QUESTION 10 

M1 Ecoutons d’abord Mme  Lefèvre : 

F2 Je fais souvent le trajet Paris Londres.    Pour moi le train, l’Eurostar, est 
parfait, je peux aller directement au centre de Paris, on descend du train en plein 
centre-ville.   Le bateau est trop lent.  Certes le vol en avion est rapide mais les 
aéroports sont toujours  éloignés du centre. 

Pause and repeat. 

QUESTION 11 

M1  Maintenant M. Albio : 

M1  Moi j’aime bien l’Eurostar mais pour le même prix je peux prendre l’avion.  
Je crois que  l’Eurostar doit baisser les prix.  Personnellement, quand j’ai le temps, 
je prends le bateau, il y a beaucoup plus de distractions, plus à faire à bord. 

Pause and repeat. 
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Controlled assessments for speaking

The following are samples of controlled assessment materials that you may use with 
your students. You are able to use these as they appear or you can adapt them to 
accommodate the specific needs of your students. Alternatively, you are free to create 
your own stimuli. 

Stimuli are provided for each of the four themes identified in the specification:

• Media and culture  

• Sport and leisure

• Travel and tourism

• Business, work and employment

Students can focus on one of the above themes for both speaking (and writing) 
controlled assessments or, if preferred, work across more than one theme. 

If your centre wishes to undertake work on a centre-devised theme, you will need to 
devise your own stimuli for the controlled assessment tasks. Such stimuli do not have to 
be approved in advance but if you require reassurance on the suitability of a particular 
approach, topic or theme, you can consult an experienced examiner through the Edexcel  
Ask the Expert service.

Students must undertake two different types of speaking task from the following:

• presentation with discussion following

• picture-based free flowing  discussion

• open interaction

Each task must take place in controlled conditions and last for approximately 4-6 
minutes. Students must have access to notes and be afforded adequate preparation 
for each task as advised in the specification (a maximum of six hours over a period of 
no longer than two weeks). Tasks can be undertaken individually or ‘back to back’ if 
necessary and at any time. However, students’ work and marks will need to be submitted 
to Edexcel in accordance with the submission deadlines (please refer to specification.) 
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Presentations

The following are possible presentations that students could deliver (up to a maximum 
of 2-3 minutes within a total assessment time of 4-6 minutes) before responding to 
related questions. Naturally, there is considerable potential for students to propose 
different presentations that coincide with their individual interests.

It is expected that students become familiar with preparing for and delivering 
presentations if they wish to deliver one as a controlled speaking assessment. Teachers 
may help prepare their students to undertake this test type in general terms but must 
refrain from offering feedback on any presentation that features in formal assessment 
and for which marks are claimed.

Many of the titles on the following page are quite open ended to ensure access to a 
range of candidates. Different students will handle the presentations in different ways. 
It is anticipated that, whereas some candidates will provide limited information and 
description possibly with a simple opinion, others will expand on these and introduce 
more extended language with a variety of more complex vocabulary and language 
structures, time references etc. It is important that follow-up questions are targeted 
at individual students to enable them to maximise their performance and, where 
appropriate, offer opportunities for stretch and challenge.
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Media and culture

 • An example of a useful website
 • An example of a city of culture
 • My favourite book/film/television programme/etc
 • The … Youth Orchestra/Youth Theatre/ etc
 • Why mobile phones are important
 • An example of a great actor/artist/musician/etc
 • Go to the cinema or watch a DVD?
 • The (Glastonbury) Festival

Sport and leisure

 • The best/worst match that I have played in/seen
 • Why sport is important
 • My local sports centre/gym
 • An example of a skilled sportsperson
 • My nomination for ‘Sports personality of the year’
 • Looking forward to the 2012 Olympics
 • Why I enjoy Wimbledon/le Tour de France/etc
 • My favourite hobby

Travel and tourism

 • Exchange visits - an excellent opportunity
 • Welcome to … (presentation of resort/hotel/youth activity holiday company)
 • A holiday on the beach or in the snow?
 • My best/worst holiday
 • Be green - holiday at home!
 • Car or public transport?
 • A typical day in the life of a holiday representative/flight attendant/tourist 

information officer
 • The advantages of ‘Interail’

Business, work and employment

 • Work experience is/is not useful for young people
 • Using languages at work
 • My part-time job
 • My ideal/worst job
 • My career plans
 • An example of (presentation of a product/service/company)
 • A typical day for a …
 • … and its local economy
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Picture-based discussions

The following are examples of the types of pictures and questions that students may 
choose and refer to in their picture-based discussion tasks Unit 2: Speaking. 

It is intended that the use of a student’s picture will give candidates a sense of task 
ownership and that it will facilitate free discussion. However, teachers should interject 
with some open ended questions to ensure that students demonstrate an ability to 
adapt their discussion and to respond appropriately to their questions.

Media and culture

Suggested Questions

 1. Où est-ce qu’on a pris cette photo ?

 2. Tu aimes faire du théâtre ? Pourquoi ?

 3. Cette pièce parle de quoi ?

 4. Tu as l’intention de faire du théâtre dans l’avenir ?

 5. Tu préfères aller au théâtre ou au cinéma ? Pourquoi ?
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Sport and leisure

 Picture courtesy 55041607   -   Steve Gorton © Dorling Kindersley

Suggested Questions

 1. Pourquoi as-tu choisi cette photo ?

 2. Tu fais partie de cette équipe ?

 3. Quand as-tu joué la dernière fois ? Le match était comment ?

 4. Fais-tu d’autres sports ?

 5. Pourquoi aimes-tu le rugby ?
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Travel and tourism

 Picture courtesy: AAHGRRIO   -   © Dorling Kindersley/De Agostini Editore Picture Library

Suggested Questions

 1. Pourquoi as-tu choisi cette photo ?

 2. Tu as passé combien de temps là-bas ?

 3. Qu’est-ce que tu as fait ?

 4. Où as-tu logé ?

 5. Où as-tu l’intention d’aller l’année prochaine ?
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Business, work and employment

Suggested Questions

 1. Qu’est-ce que tu as dû faire pour gagner ce trophée ?

 2. Quelles compétences as-tu acquises ?

 3. Tu as passé combien de temps sur ce projet ?

 4. Quand as-tu reçu ce trophée ?

 5. Tu veux être homme/femme d’affaires dans l’avenir ?

Picture of a School Awards Ceremony

(to be supplied by candidate)
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Open interactions

The open interactions are designed to enable students to produce target language skills 
in response to stimuli related to a particular context and theme. The stimuli provide 
students with an unscripted, open-ended role-play type task, whilst enabling them to 
take greater ownership of the content. They may be formal and transactional in nature 
or, alternatively, relate to more informal situations such as a focused dialogue between 
friends. Students may refer to the stimulus when undertaking their open interaction 
assessment as well as their own notes.

A: Media and culture

Information for candidates

Situation

You have won a competition to meet a famous French-speaking personality of your choice. 
(The teacher will play this role.) S/he will begin the conversation.

Task

Be prepared to ask questions and refer to the following in your discussion:

 • information about his/her family

 • key achievements 

 • his/her future plans

 • interests outside their specialist area

You should also be prepared to respond to questions that the celebrity may ask you.
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B: Sport and leisure

Parkhill Sports Centre

Monday to Friday     7.00 a.m. -11.00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday   8.00 a.m. -10.00 p.m.

50m swimming pool and teaching pool
6 squash courts

4 badminton courts
2 indoor tennis courts

children’s playroom
fitness suite (our qualified trainers will advise you)

Ask about our season tickets and other discounts!
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Information for candidates

Situation

You have a part-time job at this sports centre. A French-speaking person comes in, wanting some 
information about the facilities.
Your teacher will play the part of the French-speaking person and start the conversation.

Task

Answer the questions you are asked. Make sure you also ask at least two questions. 
You will be covering the following points:

 • reasons why you can speak French

 • swimming facilities at the centre

 • other sports available

 • facilities for children

 • opening/closing times

 • prices and enrolment possibilities.
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C: Travel and tourism

Market Gates Shopping Centre

Open Mon-Sat 9.00–18.00
Sun 11.00-16.00

Caister Castle (13th Century)

Open Saturdays & Sundays
10.00–16.00

Marina Leisure Centre

Open every day
7.30–22.00

Pride of India Tandoori House

Open everyday 19.00–23.00
Tel: 361007

Jasmine Chinese Restaurant

Six till late 
Tel: 361753

Tide and Time Museum

Open Tues-Sat
10.00-17.00

Seascape Gallery

Open Fri-Mon
10.00–17.00

Great Yarmouth
Golf Club

£20.00 per round
Club hire: £5

Non-members
welcome

Tel: 365809
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Information for candidates

Situation

You are working in a Tourist Information Office when a French-speaking visitor arrives. 
The visitor speaks no English and asks you questions about what there is to do in your area.

Task

Use the publicity leaflet to help explain what there is to do in your area. 
Explain that you have visited some of these places and say what you think of them.
You will need to ask questions to find out what the visitor is interested in.
The person testing you will play the part of the French-speaking visitor and will start the 
conversation.
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D: Business, work and employment

Au pair required
Chester area

To look after 3 children, aged 3, 5 and 8

For July - August
Weekdays only - weekends free

Free accommodation and meals + pay
no smoking

1 dog
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Information for candidates

Situation

You are working for an Au pair agency. You have been asked to inform a new French-speaking au 
pair about his or her job requirements.

Task

Answer the questions you are asked. Make sure you also ask at least two questions.

You will be covering the following points:

 • who you are and why you are here

 • accommodation offered to au pair

 • working hours 

 • pay and working conditions 

 • possibilities for taking an English language course 

 • things to do in the area.
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Content and Response Mark

Communicates comprehensive and detailed information related to chosen visual/topic/
stimulus. 

Interacts very well.

Speaks very confidently and with clear spontaneity.

Frequently takes initiative and develops elaborate responses. 

No difficulty in expressing and explaining a range of ideas and points of view. 

Very little or no hesitation. 

Able to deal with unpredictable elements without difficulty.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

16-18

Communicates detailed and relevant information related to chosen visual/topic/stimulus. 

Interacts well.

Speaks confidently. 

Takes initiative and develops more elaborate responses. 

Has little difficulty expressing and explaining ideas and points of view. 

Little hesitation and little or no prompting necessary. 

Able to deal with unpredictable elements with some success.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12-15

Communicates relevant information related to the chosen visual/topic/stimulus but with 
some obvious omissions. 

Some interaction.

Able to participate in familiar, straightforward discussion and conversation, but experiences 
problems with more complex question forms. 

Conveys opinions, but rarely expands. 

Some hesitation.

Able to deal with some unpredictable elements.

•

•
•

•
•
•

8-11

Limited communication related to chosen visual/topic/stimulus. 

Some coherence in unambiguous presentation of simple information and opinions, but 
responses very limited. 

Very hesitant and reliant on teacher-examiner prompting. 

Able to deal with isolated unpredictable elements.

•
•

•
•

4-7

Minimal description of chosen visual/topic/stimulus. 

Conveys very little relevant information in minimal responses (mainly one word replies). 

Largely disjointed and unconnected ideas. 

Very limited comprehension of basic questions. 

Wholly reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

•
•
•
•
•

1-3

No rewardable content.• 0

Assessment criteria
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Range of language Mark Accuracy Mark

Uses wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures, including 
some complex lexical items. 

Consistently competent use of 
different tenses.

•

•

6 Very accurate, with only isolated 
and usually insignificant errors. 

Consistently good pronunciation and 
intonation.

•

•

6

Good variety of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures.

Unambiguous use of different verb 
tenses. 

Generally at ease with 
subordination.

•

•

•

5 Some errors, especially in more 
complex structures, but generally 
accurate. 

Pronunciation and intonation 
generally good.

•

•

5

Adequate but predictable range of 
vocabulary and structures. 

May include different tenses or 
time frames, perhaps with some 
ambiguity. 

Some examples of subordination.

•

•

•

3-4 A fair number of errors made, 
including some basic, but 
communication overall unaffected. 

Pronunciation and intonation 
generally accurate.

•

•

3-4

Limited and/or repetitive range of 
vocabulary or structures. 

Predominantly uses short sentences.

•

•

2 Many basic errors, but main points 
communicated.

Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes 
correct. 

Pronunciation generally 
understandable.

•

•

•

2

Very limited range of basic 
structures.

Frequently resorts to non-target 
language. 

Rarely offers complete sentences.

•

•

•

1 Consistently inaccurate language 
and pronunciation frequently 
impede basic communication. 

Only isolated examples of accurate 
language.

•

•

1

No rewardable language.• 0 No rewardable language.• 0
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A shopping list

Answer ALL questions.

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box     .

If you change your mind about an answer, put a line through the box      

and then mark your new answer with a cross .

1 Read the following shopping list. 

une baguette

du fromage

des pommes

du jambon

des raisins

 What is on the list?

 Put a cross  in the four correct boxes.

Example A B C

D E F

(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)
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Job adverts

2 Read the job adverts below.

A

La Grande Bouffe
Restaurant au centre-ville

Cherche serveur/serveuse
Le week-end seulement

B

Cherche jeune             
homme/femme
pour promener deux chiens 
tous les jours 

C

Coiffeur

Cherche jeune fille/garçon

D

Chez Paul
Boulangerie-Pâtisserie 

Cherche apprenti 

E

Action Jeunes

Cherche animateurs/
animatrices
pour organiser des activités 
pour les moins de 10 ans.

F

Darty 

Cherche informaticien/ne

 Find the correct advert for these people and put a cross  in the correct box.

A B C D E F

Example: 
Sandhiya wants to work in a restaurant.

(i)    Didier wants to work with children.

(ii)   Fabien wants to be a hairdresser

(iii)  Amélie wants to work with computers.

(iv)  Natalie wants to learn how to 
        make cakes.

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks) 
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A letter of complaint

3 Mme Paradis has written a letter of complaint.

Monsieur/Madame

Nous avons passé le week-end dans votre hôtel il y a quatre semaines et je 
ne suis pas du tout contente de notre séjour.

Dans votre brochure vous dites qu’il y a une piscine, des courts de tennis et 
une salle de jeux, alors que la piscine n’est pas encore construite, les courts 
de tennis étaient fermés et la salle de jeux était si sale qu’on ne pouvait pas 
y aller. Nous avons apprécié les repas au restaurant, mais le service était 
lent et les serveurs impolis.

Notre chambre était propre et on avait la télévision par satellite, le 
téléphone et un balcon, mais elle donnait sur le bar où il y avait de la 
musique jusqu’à tard dans la nuit et cela nous empêchait de dormir.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur/Madame, l’expression de mes sentiments 
distingués.

Mme Paradis
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 Answer the following questions by putting a cross  next to the correct answer.

 Example:  The family stayed…

(i) … at a campsite.

(ii) … in a hotel.

(iii) … in a caravan.

 (a) They went there…

 

(i) … last weekend.

(ii) … last week.

(iii) … last month.

 (b) The hotel didn’t have…

(i) … a swimming pool.

(ii) … tennis courts.

(iii) … a games room.

 (c) They weren’t happy with…

(i) … the restaurant

(ii) … the waiters

(iii) … the meal

 (d) Their room…

(i) … was dirty

(ii) … was noisy

(iii) … didn’t have any facilities     

(Total for Question 3 = 4 marks) 
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My family

4 Read what these three young people have to say about their families.   

Salut! Je m’appelle 
Clément et j’ai 16 
ans.  J’habite dans une 
grande maison avec ma 
mère, mon père et mes 
deux frères. J’aime bien 
ma famille. Mon père 
est professeur, il est 
très amusant, il aime 
regarder le sport à la 
télé. Ma mère préfère 
regarder des films.
Mes frères ont 8 et 11 
ans, quelquefois ils 
m’énervent !!!!

Moi, je m’appelle Nadia
et j’ai 15 ans. J’habite
un appartement au 
centre-ville avec ma 
mère et ma sœur. Mes 
parents sont divorcés. 
Je vois mon père 
le samedi. Ma mère 
travaille dans un hôpital. 
Elle est très bavarde 
et très amusante. 
J’aime bien ma sœur, le 
week-end nous allons au 
cinéma ensemble.

Salut! Je m’appelle 
Joachim et j’ai 17 ans. 
J’habite une maison avec 
ma mère et mon père. Je 
suis fils unique mais j’ai 
un chien!!!  J’aime bien 
mes parents, ma mère 
est un peu autoritaire 
mais mon père est 
plus relax. Ils sont très 
sportifs. Mon père joue 
au tennis et ma mère 
aime nager.

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

Clément Nadia Joachim

Example: Whose dad is a teacher?

(a)    Who is an only child?

(b)    Whose mum likes watching films?

(c)    Who gets on well with his/her sister?

(d)    Whose mum is a bit bossy?

(Total for Question 4 = 4 marks)
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Shopping on the internet

5 You log on to a shopping website and you get this menu. 

A

Sports
B

Chaussures,
accessoires

C

Homme
D

Tout pour 
la maison

E 

Femme
F

Images, 
sons, jeux

G 

Enfant
H

Idées 
cadeaux

 What do you need to click on if you want to look at the following?  

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

A B C D E F G H

Example: children’s clothes  

(i)    women’s clothes

(ii)   shoes

(iii)  presents

(iv)  games  

(Total for Question 5 = 4 marks)
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Interests

6 Read the following article. 

FORUM DES JEUNES

SUJET: LE COLLÈGE

Karina:  On ne peut pas apporter son portable à l’école, c’est ridicule!

Benjamin:  On a trop de contrôles et d’examens.

Charlotte:  On commence à 8h le matin et on finit à 17h, c’est trop long.

Khaled:  Je dors en classe, les cours ne sont pas intéressants.

Aïcha:  On a deux heures pour manger et il n’y a pas d’activités organisées, pas de clubs, 
c’est ennuyeux.

What are they complaining about?

A the length of the school day

B the rules

C homework

D  lack of things to do at lunch time

E the lessons

F the number of tests

Put a cross  in the correct box.

A B C D E F

Example: 

Karina  

(i) Benjamin  

(ii) Charlotte

(iii) Khaled

(iv) Aïcha

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)
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Young people and the internet

7 Read the following article.

Les jeunes Français champions de blogging en Europe

Sept jeunes Français sur dix (70%) âgés de 12 à 24 ans lisent des blogs 
au moins une fois par mois. Ces statistiques placent les jeunes Français en 
tête des Européens de leur âge en matière de blogging. Mais la lecture des 
blogs est la deuxième activité des adolescents sur le net. La première activité 
est d’envoyer des emails (89%) : beaucoup de jeunes passent des heures à 
bavarder en ligne avec des amis ou d’autres jeunes dans leur pays et même à 
l’étranger. 55% des jeunes utilisent le net pour rechercher les informations sur 
les produits et 40% pour des sites de références pour le travail scolaire. Ils sont 
35% à l’utiliser pour faire des jeux. Pour les plus de 18 ans, 60% utilisent le net 
pour faire des achats.

 Fill in the correct percentages.

 Example:  ……………% of young French people read blogs at least once a month.

 (a) ………….. . . .……….% use the internet to help with homework.
(1)

 (b) ………….. . . .……….% shop on line.
(1)

 (c) ………….. . . .……….% link up with friends to play games.
(1)

 (d) ………….. . . .……….% chat to friends and other young people.
(1)

(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)

70
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Young person’s travel card

8 You read this advert for the young person’s travel card (la carte jeunesse).

Voyagez! Bougez! Si vous avez entre 16 et 25 ans pour seulement 40 € vous 
pouvez profiter de la carte jeunesse. 50% de réductions sur tous vos voyages 
si vous partez et revenez entre vendredi après-midi et dimanche après-midi. La 
carte est valable du 1er juin au 30 septembre sur toutes les lignes SNCF (sauf 
dans la région parisienne). Pour les TGV il faut réserver à l’avance.

En plus vous avez droit à une réduction de 50% sur tous les bateaux entre la 
France et l’Angleterre – avec une couchette gratuite.

Vous pouvez acheter votre carte dans toutes les gares SNCF et les agences de 
voyage.  Il faut juste une pièce d’identité indiquant votre date de naissance et 
une photo.

Pour plus d’informations vous pouvez consulter notre site internet.

 Put a cross  in the four correct boxes.

Example:  The travel card is for young people under 25.

(a)   You can buy the card on line.

(b)   You can use the card all year round.

(c)    You get reductions if you travel at the weekend.

(d)   You can go to England free.

(e)   Your age is checked.

(f )   You have to book for certain trains.

(g)   You can use the card on all trains.

(h)    You get a free berth on boats between England and France.

(Total for Question 8 = 4 marks)
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About me

9 Read this email from Thierry.

Salut!

Je m’appelle Thierry et j’ai 16 ans. J’habite à Bordeaux 
dans le sud-est de la France. Je suis très sociable, 
j’adore sortir et j’ai beaucoup d’amis. Mon meilleur ami 
s’appelle Didier, je le connais depuis 10 ans, il est très 
amusant et très généreux, sa passion c’est la musique. Le 
seul problème c’est qu’il fume. Je déteste ça, c’est très 
mauvais pour la santé. On sort assez souvent, j’aime bien 
aller au café pour rencontrer d’autres jeunes, surtout les
filles. Je n’ai pas de petite amie, je suis assez timide, 
c’est toujours Didier qui parle aux filles ! Mes parents 
me donnent de l’argent pour sortir, mais ce n’est pas 
assez ! Si je veux acheter quelque chose je dois faire des 
économies. Je voudrais acheter un nouveau maillot de sport 
mais ça coûte cher, mes parents disent que c’est trop 
d’argent pour un maillot mais pour les jeunes la mode est 
très importante. 

 Put a cross  next to the four things he mentions.

Example: his best friend

(a)   music

(b)   pocket money

(c)   sport

(d)   his future plans

(e)   smoking

(f )   what he does to keep fit

(g)   girl friends

(Total for Question 9 = 4 marks)
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Kids’ club

10 Whilst on holiday, your mum picks up this leaflet and asks you to explain it.

CLUB DES JEUNES

Tennis, patinage, natation

Transport aller et retour au club
Déjeuner compris
Ouvert tous les mercredis et samedis 

Le matin, l’après-midi ou toute la journée

Prix : 20 € la journée

Renseignements et inscriptions au 01 44 32 78 90

Pour le cours de tennis on doit apporter des vêtements de 
sport, des baskets et une boisson

 Answer the following questions in English.

 (a) Name one day when the club is open.
(1)

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Apart from tennis, name one other activity you can do.
(1)

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) Name one thing that is included in the price as well as the activities.
 (1)

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 (d) Name one item you should take if you are playing tennis.
(1)

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 10 = 4 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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Sample Mark Scheme 

 Unit 3F: Reading and understanding in French 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1 A
C
E
F

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(i) E 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(ii) C 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iii) F 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iv) D 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(a) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(b) (i) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(c) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(d) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(a) Joachim 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(b) Clement 1
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(c) Nadia 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(d) Joachim 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(i) E 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(ii) B 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iii) H 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iv) F 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(i) F 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(ii) A 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(iii) E 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(iv) D 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(a) 40 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(b) 60 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(c) 35 1



Edexcel GCSE in French Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 87

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(d) 89 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8 (c)
(e)
(f)
(h)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9 (a)
(b)
(e)
(g)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

10(a) Any one of the following: 
Wednesday
Saturday 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

10(b) Any one of the following: 
(ice) skating 
swimming 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

10(c) Any one of the following: 
Transport 
Lunch 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

10(d) Any one of the following: 
Sports clothes 
Trainers 
Drink 1
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 About me

Answer ALL questions

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box     .

If you change your mind about an answer, put a line through the box      and then mark your 

new answer with a cross .

1 Read this email from Thierry.

 Salut!

 Je m’appelle Thierry et j’ai 16 ans. J’habite à Bordeaux 
dans le sud-est de la France. Je suis très sociable, 
j’adore sortir et j’ai beaucoup d’amis. Mon meilleur ami 
s’appelle Didier, je le connais depuis 10 ans, il est très 
amusant et très généreux, sa passion c’est la musique. Le 
seul problème c’est qu’il fume. Je déteste ça, c’est très 
mauvais pour la santé. On sort assez souvent, j’aime bien 
aller au café pour rencontrer d’autres jeunes, surtout les 
filles. Je n’ai pas de petite amie, je suis assez timide, 
c’est toujours Didier qui parle aux filles! Mes parents 
me donnent de l’argent pour sortir, mais ce n’est pas 
assez! Si je veux acheter quelque chose je dois faire des 
économies. Je voudrais acheter un nouveau maillot de sport 
mais ça coûte cher, mes parents disent que c’est trop 
d’argent pour un maillot mais pour les jeunes la mode est 
très importante. 

 Put a cross  next to the four things he mentions.

Example: his best friend

(a) music

(b) pocket money

(c) sport

(d) his future plans

(e) smoking

(f ) what he does to keep fit

(g) girl friends

(Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)
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Young people and the internet

2 Read the following article.

 Les jeunes Français champions de blogging en Europe

 Sept jeunes Français sur dix (70%) âgés de 12 à 24 ans lisent des blogs au moins une 
fois par mois. Ces statistiques placent les jeunes Français en tête des Européens de 
leur âge en matière de blogging. Mais la lecture des blogs est la deuxième activité des 
adolescents sur le net. La première activité est d’envoyer  des emails (89%): beaucoup 
de jeunes passent des heures à bavarder en ligne avec des amis ou  d’autres jeunes 
dans leur pays et même à l’étranger. 55% des jeunes utilisent le net pour rechercher 
les informations sur les produits et 40% pour des sites de références pour le travail 
scolaire. Ils sont 35% à l’utiliser pour faire des jeux. Pour les plus de 18 ans, 60% 
utilisent le net pour faire des achats.

 Fill in the correct percentages.

 Example:  …. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % of young French people read blogs at least once a month.

 (a) ….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % use the internet to help with homework.
(1)

 (b) ….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % shop online.
(1)

 (c) ….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % link up with friends to play games.
(1)

 (d) ….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % chat to friends and other young people.
(1)

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

70
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Parisians are moving to the countryside

3 Read the following article from a French magazine.

  Vivre à la campagne

  De plus en plus de gens décident de quitter Paris pour s’installer à la campagne. 
C’est peut-être à cause du coût élévé des logements ou à cause du rythme de vie 
accéléré en ville  ou parce qu’ils veulent vivre dans un environnement plus sain.

  Grâce à l’internet, on peut travailler chez soi, donc on est libre, par exemple, 
d’organiser sa journée comme on veut, on peut avoir du temps libre pendant 
la journée et passer plus de temps avec les enfants. Certains hésitent à quitter 
définitivement la capitale et continuent à y travailler tout en habitant à la 
campagne.

  Pourtant quelquefois il est difficile d’habiter à la campagne. Tout le monde se 
connaît, on ne peut pas être anonyme et les habitants passent leur temps à 
critiquer les autres : « M. Untel conduit comme un fou et Mme Unetelle ne fait 
jamais le ménage ».  

  Beaucoup d’entreprises ont remarqué ce déménagement de Paris et en ont 
profité pour s’installer loin de la capitale.   

 Answer the following questions in English.

 (a) Give two reasons why people are moving to the countryside.
(2)

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b)  The internet enables people to work from home. According to the article, give 
two advantages.

(2)

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) Instead of using the internet, what do some people prefer to do?
(1)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Edexcel GCSE in French Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 93

 (d) Sometimes living in the countryside can be difficult. Give two disadvantages.
(2)

 (i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (e) What has been the reaction of businesses to this movement?
(1)

…… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(Total for Question 3 = 8 marks)
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A letter of complaint

4 Mme Paradis has written a letter of complaint. 

 Monsieur/Madame

 Nous avons passé le week-end dans votre hôtel il y a quatre semaines et je 
ne suis pas du tout contente de notre séjour.

 Dans votre brochure vous dites qu’il y a une piscine, des courts de tennis et 
une salle de jeux, alors que la piscine n’est pas encore construite, les courts 
de tennis étaient fermés et la salle de jeux était si sale qu’on ne pouvait pas 
y aller. Nous avons apprécié les repas au restaurant, mais le service était 
lent et les serveurs impolis.

 Notre chambre était propre et on avait la télévision par satellite, le 
téléphone et un balcon, mais elle donnait sur le bar où il y avait de la 
musique jusqu’à tard dans la nuit et cela nous empêchait de dormir.

 Veuillez agréer, Monsieur/Madame, l’expression de mes sentiments 
distingués.

 Mme Paradis
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 Answer the following questions by putting a cross  in the correct box.

 Example: The family stayed… 

(i) … at a campsite

(ii) … in a hotel

(iii) … in a caravan

 (a) They went there…

(i) … last weekend

(ii) … last week

(iii) … last month

 (b)  The hotel didn’t have…

(i) … a swimming pool

(ii) … tennis courts

(iii) … a games room

 (c)  They weren’t happy with…

(i) … the restaurant

(ii) … the waiters

(iii) … the meal

 (d)  Their room …

(i) … was dirty

(ii) … was noisy

(iii) …didn’t have any facilities

(Total for Question 4 = 4 marks)
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Young person’s travel card

5  You read this advert for the young person’s travel card (la carte jeunesse).

 Voyagez! Bougez! Si vous avez entre 16 et 25 ans pour seulement 40 € vous pouvez 
profiter de la carte jeunesse. 50% de réductions sur tous vos voyages si vous partez et 
revenez entre vendredi après-midi et dimanche après-midi. La carte est valable du 1er 
juin au 30 septembre sur toutes les lignes SNCF (sauf dans la région parisienne). Pour 
les TGV il faut réserver à l’avance.

 En plus vous avez droit à une réduction de 50% sur tous les bateaux entre la France et 
l’Angleterre – avec une couchette gratuite.

 Vous pouvez acheter votre carte dans toutes les gares SNCF et les agences de voyage.  
Il faut juste une pièce d’identité indiquant votre date de naissance et une photo.

 Pour plus d’informations vous pouvez consulter notre site internet.

 Put a cross  in the four correct boxes.

Example: The travel card is for young people under 25.

(a) You can buy the card online.

(b) You can use the card all year round.

(c) You get reductions if you travel at the weekend.

d) You can go to England free.

(e) Your age is checked.

(f ) You have to book for certain trains.

(g) You can use the card on all trains.

(h) You get a free cabin on boats between England and France.

                                                                                     (Total for Question 5 = 4 marks)
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What do you think about eBay?

6 Read the following article. 

FORUM DES JEUNES

  SUJET : eBay

  Kévin – Il n’y a rien qu’on ne peut pas vendre, un DVD, un livre ou un CD de 
collection, le dernier appareil-photo numérique. 

  Jamela – Je trouve que les paiements sont rapides, simples et sécurisés, on peut 
même payer en toute sécurité par carte bancaire.

  Jean-Marc – Avec eBay il n’y a pas de frontières, on est mis en contact avec des 
gens dans le monde entier, il y a plus de 100 millions d’acheteurs potentiels.   

  Clarice – Ce qui est essentiel c’est de bien décrire l’objet que vous voulez vendre, 
et si possible d’ajouter une photo. Moi, j’essaie d’être intéressante et un peu 
originale.  

  Florent – Au début j’avais peur, je ne savais pas quoi faire mais il y a des conseils 
pratiques qui sont faciles à suivre, on vous donne aussi des conseils pour trouver 
un prix moyen pour l’objet que vous voulez vendre.

  Marion – Les gens vendent des objets à prix réduit, ils sont souvent presque 
neufs, dans les magasins on paie toujours trop et ce qui est bien, c’est que les 
gens revendent des objets au lieu de les mettre à la poubelle. 

 Who makes the following statements? Write the correct name.  

Kevin Jamela Jean-Marc Clarice Florent Marion

 Example: You can even sell things in other countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (a) The instructions are very clear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1)

 (b) You can sell anything on eBay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1)

 (c) There are no risks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1)

 (d) It encourages people to recycle things they don’t want  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1)

(Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)

Jean-Marc
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Mes loisirs

7 Read the following interview taken from a magazine. Sabine is talking about her 
interests.  

 Quand j’étais plus jeune, je faisais de la danse, de la gymnastique et j’allais à un club 
de jeunes deux fois par semaine. Cela m’a donné beaucoup de confiance en moi. Je 
pouvais rencontrer des autres jeunes de mon âge. On bavardait, on s’amusait, c’était 
bien. Maintenant j’ai beaucoup d’amis donc je n’ai plus besoin d’y aller pour me 
faire des amis. Je sors deux ou trois fois par semaine avec mes amis. On aime aller au 
cinéma, à la patinoire ou en ville pour faire les magasins. 

 Je crois que pour les jeunes de 8 à 12 ans, les clubs sont très importants, surtout pour 
les jeunes qui sont un peu timides. Il y a des activités organisées et on peut apprendre 
beaucoup de choses. Maintenant je ne peux pas faire tout ce que je veux, j’ai trop de 
devoirs. En plus les choses que j’aimais quand j’étais jeune ne m’intéressent plus - sauf 
la danse qui est obligatoire au collège pour les troisièmes. J’aimerais faire d’autres 
activités mais elles coûtent trop cher. J’aimerais faire de l’équitation, par exemple.  

 Answer the following questions by putting a cross  in the correct box.

 Example:   When she was young Sabine often went…

(i) … to a youth club

(ii) … to the cinema

(iii) … to the skating rink

 (a) She thinks youth clubs are…

(i) … boring

(ii) … a waste of time 

(iii) … educational

 (b) She stopped going to the club because…

(i) … her interests have changed

(ii) … she didn’t have any friends there

(iii) … she started doing a lot of sport
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 (c) Nowadays she does…

(i) … dance classes

(ii) … gymnastics

(iii) … horse riding

 (d) She is…

(i) … shy

(ii) … very sociable

(iii) … lazy

(Total for Question 7 = 4 marks)
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Futuroscope

8 Read this article about Futuroscope.

 Le parc du Futuroscope est un parc à thèmes orienté vers le multimédia, les 
technologies cinématographiques, audiovisuelles et robotiques du futur. Il est 
situé à 7 kilomètres au nord de Poitiers avec accès facile par route, train ou avion. 
La fréquentation du parc s’établit à 1,48 million de visiteurs en 2006 et à plus de 34 
millions depuis son ouverture en 1987. Le nombre de visiteurs a augmenté entre 1987 
et 1997 mais en 1998 le parc connaît un petit déclin. Pour expliquer ses difficultés on 
blâme un manque de renouvellement de ses attractions. Depuis, le parc ouvre ses 
portes sur le thème en vogue des robots avec des attractions comme Danse avec les 
Robots. Ces attractions sont très populaires auprès du grand public.

 Depuis 2004 une politique tarifaire est en place avec des réductions pour certains 
groupes. Le parc offre beaucoup de formules différentes pour privilégier les visites 
scolaires et les séjours en famille. Pour les groupes scolaires il y a des visites guidées, 
pendant lesquelles on leur donne toutes les informations sur l’histoire du parc, 
des réductions sur les billets d’entrée et des offres spéciales dans les hôtels. Pour 
les familles il y a le bon plan famille – tous les enfants jusqu’à 16 ans sont logés 
gratuitement dans la chambre d’un ou de plusieurs adultes. Leur nouvel objectif 
– encourager les visiteurs des autres pays surtout les pays européens à visiter le parc.

 (a) Read the sentences below and put a cross  next to the four correct statements.

Example:  Dans le parc on peut voir des nouvelles technologies.

(i) On ne peut pas y aller en train.

(ii) Le parc a eu beaucoup de succès entre 1987 et 1997.

(iii) La danse des robots a été introduite en 1987.

(iv) Le public aime les attractions robotiques.

(v) On a dû fermer le parc en 1998.

(vi) En 2006 il y a eu 34 millions de visiteurs au parc.

(vii) Les élèves peuvent apprendre le passé du parc.

(viii)  On ne doit pas payer pour les enfants de moins de 16 ans s’ils 
partagent la chambre avec leurs parents.
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 Put a cross  next to the correct answer.

 (b) On sait que le parc est un succès parce que/qu’…

(i) … ils ont construit de nouvelles attractions.

(ii) … ils ont baissé les prix.

(iii) … beaucoup de gens  ont visité le parc.

 (c) Le parc a perdu de sa popularité en 1998 parce que…

(i) … les attractions étaient vieilles.

(ii)
… les gens préféraient des parcs d’attractions 

plus traditionnels.

(iii) … l’entrée était trop chère pour les familles.

 (d) Ils ont introduit des offres spéciales…

(i) … pour des voyages en train.

(ii) … pour des séjours à l’hôtel.

(iii) … pour des repas dans les restaurants.

 (e) Maintenant ils veulent accueillir plus… 

(i) … de groupes scolaires.

(ii) … de familles.

(iii) … d’ étrangers.

(Total for Question 8 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE
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BLANK PAGE
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Sample Mark Scheme 

 Unit 3H: Reading and Understanding in French 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1 (a)
(b)
(e)
(g)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(a) 40 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(b) 60 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(c) 35 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(d) 89 1

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

3(a) Any two of the following: 
accommodation in town/ Paris 
is expensive 

fast(er) pace of life in 
Paris/town

healthier/healthy environment 

ASSUME THAT REFERENCE IS 
TO COUNTRYSIDE UNLESS 
OTHERWISE STATED 

rising costs 
cost of living 

change of pace 
lifestyle (on own) 
« it » is etc (too vague) 
noisy/noisier/peaceful/ 
quiet/tranquil
accelerating 
any mention of 
environment
crowded/overcrowded 

clean/safe/less 
pollution/better/nicer 

2
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Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

3(b) Any two of the following;  
can organise your own day/ 
organise day as you want 
(both elements) 

can have free time during the 
day

can spend more time with 
their children 

your schedule as a noun 

have lots of free time 

2

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

3(c) Any one of the following: 
work in Paris and live in the 
country

need both elements 

work in Paris/town/country 
on its own 

1

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

3(d) Any two of the following: 
can’t live anonymously 
everyone knows each  
other/you
everyone criticizes each 
other/ you 

almost everyone 

habitants
talk about/ gossip/ 
complain 2

Question
Number

  Correct Answer Reject Mark

3(e) moved out of Paris moved to the countryside 
centre of Paris/town/city 
setting up business 
any idea about financial 
gain (from profiter) 1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(a) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(b) (i) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(c) (ii) 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(d) (ii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5 (c)
(e)
(f)
(h)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(a) Florent 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(b) Kévin 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(c) Jamela 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(d) Marion 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(a) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(b) (i) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(c) (i) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(d) (ii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(a) (i)
(iv)
(vii)
(viii)

1 mark for 
each correct 
answer
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Question
Number

Acceptable Answers Mark

8(b) (iii) 1

Question
Number

Acceptable Answers Mark

8(c) (i) 1

Question
Number

Acceptable Answers Mark

8(d) (ii) 1

Question
Number

Acceptable Answers Mark

8(e) (iii) 1
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Controlled assessments for writing

The following are samples of controlled assessment materials that you may use with 
your students. You are able to use these as they appear or you can adapt them to 
accommodate the specific needs of your students.

Stimuli are provided for each of the four themes identified in the specification:

• Media and culture  

• Sport and leisure

• Travel and tourism

• Business, work and employment

Students can focus on one of the above themes for both speaking (and writing) 
controlled assessments or, if preferred, work across more than one theme. 

If your centre wishes to undertake work on a centre-devised theme, you will need to 
create your own stimuli for the controlled assessment speaking tasks. Such stimuli do 
not have to be approved in advance but if you require reassurance on the suitability of a 
particular approach, topic or theme, you can consult an experienced examiner through 
the Edexcel Ask the Expert service.

Students must undertake two separate writing tasks, one task in each of the two 

required controlled assessment sessions. Each session should last up to one hour and 
the task must be completed in this time.  The assessment must take place in controlled 
conditions and students must have access to notes and a dictionary as advised in the 
specification. 

It is possible that, for some students, it is more appropriate for them to complete two 
shorter tasks rather than a longer one in a single assessment session. Consequently, 
centres can submit more than two pieces of writing from these students as long as the 
work has all been produced in two separate assessment sessions (maximum of four 
pieces of writing).

Students may undertake more than two controlled writing assessments but only the 
work from two sessions must be submitted to Edexcel for marking.
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Adaptation of tasks

As stated in the specification, teachers may use or adapt these tasks and are free to 
create their own. Centre-devised tasks may result from students’ ideas and suggestions or 
could be linked to other areas of the curriculum. 

Teachers may amend and edit the Edexcel tasks in a number of ways:

• to introduce a different context that is more appropriate to the needs and/or interests 
of particular students. (An account of a concert could be changed to an account of a 
film.)

• to alter the type of ‘support’ for individual students. Some students are reliant on 
bullet points that clearly spell out task requirements and provide some structure, 
whereas others (possibly more confident or creative) prefer more open-ended tasks. 
To accommodate these different types of learner, teachers could, for example, remove 
or add bullets and alter the wording of the task rubrics (e.g. change ‘must refer to’ to 
‘may refer to’ or vice versa). 

• to change the nature of the task teachers may rewrite a task so that the requirements 
change. For example, it may be more appropriate for certain students to produce 
a poster or complete a form rather than write an article or letter. Similarly, teachers 
may introduce guidance on the length of the task (e.g. number of words) either 
to ensure that the task is feasible or, for more able students, to promote extended 
writing. Teachers may also wish to change the content of the bullets so that a learner 
is able to focus on providing simple information rather than description and opinion. 
With revised simpler content and fewer and/or different bullets to cover, the nature 
and size of the task brief can change radically. This allows for some students who 
encounter difficulties when writing in the target language to undertake two separate 
shorter tasks rather than one in a controlled assessment session.

Clearly, the facility to modify task stimuli enables teachers to target activities to the 
level and needs of individual students. However, as all changes to tasks can impact 
significantly on their overall level of demand, it is imperative that teachers do not 
constrain or compromise the performance of their students through an inappropriate 
task stimulus.
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Possible writing tasks (Media and culture)

Task 1

You are writing an article for a French-language website about what it is like to be a 
teenager in Britain today. 

You could include information about the following:

• some details about your life and interests

• what you have done with friends recently

• what young people are interested in

• the difficulties of being a teenager in Britain 

• how adults perceive teenagers 

• your hopes for the future

Task 2

You have been asked to write an article in French about your favourite TV programme.

You should include details on the following:

• name and type of programme

• when and on which channel it can be seen

• who appears in the programme

• why you like it

• what changes you would like to see

• which other programmes you watch

Task 3

Your town is preparing for a special Youth Festival and you have been asked to produce a 
publicity leaflet for French–speaking visitors.

You could include the following:

• information about key events

• comments from young people participating in the festival

• details about tickets, times and venues
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Possible writing tasks (Sport and leisure)

Task 1 

You have a week off school. You decide to write a blog for some French e-pals, telling 
them about each day. Make each day different! 

For example:

• Day 1: why you have a week off school

• Day 2: what you did at home

• Day 3: what you did in town

• Day 4: a quiet day, when you didn’t see any friends (maybe you found it boring?) 

• Day 5: your plans for the weekend

Task 2

You are on work experience at a health and fitness centre. You have been asked to 
produce a web page to promote the centre to French speaking visitors. 

It can include details on the following:

• place, day and time of the classes

• list of available activities

• benefits of regular exercise

• why it is important to keep fit

• what a healthy lifestyle is 

Task 3

Write an imaginary magazine interview with a French-speaking sports personality. You 
will need to briefly introduce the personality and include questions and answers about 
him or her. 

You may refer to some of the following:

• early life and passion for sport

• main achievements

• leisure interests and activities

• family life – marriage, children etc

• views on fashion, politics etc

• future intentions



Edexcel GCSE in French  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2008114

Possible writing tasks (Travel and tourism)

Task 1

You are on work experience at your local tourist information office. You have been asked 
to create a web page in French to promote increased tourism. 

Include details about the following:

• location

• travel

• shopping 

• restaurants

• accommodation

• places of interest

• why people should visit your area

Task 2

You have recently spent a week on a school trip abroad. Write an article about your visit. 

You should mention the following details:

• how you travelled there

• description of a major city that you visited

• what you saw and did there 

• whether you enjoyed your trip or not, and why

• where you would like to visit next

Task 3 

You have been asked to produce a web page for an international travel company wishing 
to promote its service to potential French-speaking clients. 

You will need to include the following:

• dates and days of the trip

• travel arrangements

• hotel rooms and other facilities

• catering arrangements

• leisure activities
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Possible writing tasks (Business, work and employment)

Task 1

While on a work placement, you are asked to email a hotel in France with details of a 
conference that your company is organising.

You need to include the following details:

• the number and names of delegates and their job titles

• the dates of the conference at the hotel

• give details of the company and what the conference is about 

You need to ask for the following information:

• details of transport links to and from the airport and train station

• a map of the town

• what other facilities are available at the hotel

Task 2

You have recently finished some work experience. Write an article in French about it.

You will need to include the details on:

• what kind of job you did

• how long you did the job

• the people you worked with 

• what you liked and/or disliked, and why

• what you are planning for your future career

Task 3 

Your French link school has asked you to write about the place of work where you spent 
your recent work experience for their school website.

It should include the following: 

• location of the store

• opening hours

• range of products available

• special offers

• facilities, e.g. free parking, play area, restaurant etc 
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Example 1: Competition

A French magazine is offering a prize for the best account of a dream holiday. You enter 
the competition.

You must mention:

• where you went  

• who you went with

• what happened   

• your opinion as to why the holiday was so enjoyable 

• how you would like to spend the prize money

The above task is structured so that students know exactly what they have to do. Although 
this is appreciated by many students, some may find this a constraint. Apart from the 
language that they produce, students will also be assessed on content and, therefore, their 
ability to complete the task (and related bullet requirements). This task is best suited to those 
seeking grades C – A*.

Example 2: Competition

A French magazine is offering a prize for the best postcard received. You write a postcard.

You must mention:

• where you are on holiday  

• who you are with

• two holiday activities  

The above illustrates how the first task has been adapted to produce a much shorter task 
(postcard) that is accessible to those encountering most difficulties when writing in French. 
The bullets still provide structure but call for less complex language, opinion and description. 
This task would pose insufficient challenge for most GCSE candidates and could be 
undertaken as one of two tasks within a controlled assessment. 

Example 3: Competition

A French magazine is offering a prize for the best account of a dream holiday.

You could mention:

• where you went  

• who you went with

• what happened   

• your opinion as to why the holiday was so enjoyable 

• how you would like to spend the prize money

At first glance, this task differs only slightly from the first task but the use of the word could 
makes this task more open ended. Students would be less constrained in terms of creativity 
and fulfilling specific task requirements. 
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Communication and content Mark

Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 

Shows a clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinions and expand, as 
appropriate to the task. 

Communicates with no ambiguity. 

Excellent linking of the piece into a whole. 

Coherent and pleasant to read.

•
•

•
•
•

13-15

Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

Provides evidence of description, opinion and expansion, as appropriate to the 
task.

Generally communicates clearly, with some lapses. 

Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole. 

Generally coherent. 

Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

•
•

•
•
•
•

10-12

Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there 
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies. 

Provides evidence of an ability to go beyond a minimal response. 

Begins to expand ideas and express opinions, as appropriate to the task.

Comprehensible overall with some lapses, sometimes leading to ambiguity, 
especially if more ambitious language is attempted. 

Some attempt at linking piece into a whole.

•

•
•
•

•

7-9

Relevant key information is given but there may be may be major omissions, 
irrelevance and/or repetition. 

The level of response is minimal 

There is no evidence of description or opinions (other than simple likes/dislikes). 

Some ambiguity.

Just about comprehensible overall.

Sentences mostly written in isolation. 

Not easy to read.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

4-6

Little relevant information is conveyed.

Much ambiguity and omission. 

The level of response is very limited. 

Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. 

Except for isolated items, would not be comprehensible to a native speaker.

•
•
•
•
•

1-3

No relevant communication worthy of credit.

A mark of zero for Communication and content will mean a mark of zero for 
Knowledge and application of language and for Accuracy

•
•

0

Assessment criteria
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Knowledge and application of language Mark

Wide range of vocabulary and structures, fully appropriate to the task and used 
effectively. 

Little or no repetition. 

Confident use of more complex structures, such as object pronouns, negatives, 
superlatives and range of tenses, with very few lapses. 

Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with 
ease.

•

•

•

•

9-10

Quite a wide range of vocabulary and structures appropriate to describe and to 
express and justify opinions. 

Some attempt to use ambitious structures (subordinate clauses, object pronouns, 
tenses, etc) with a fair measure of success. 

Tenses are generally used correctly. 

Some ability to manipulate language although not always successful.

•

•

•

•

7-8

Vocabulary and structures are generally appropriate to the task. 

Correct syntax when using simple, short sentences. 

Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct. 

Attempts enhancement of fact with adjectives and adverbial phrases with some 
success.

Some evidence of correct use of a range of tenses, with some lapses. 

Attempts to use subordinate clauses/simple linking with some success. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

5-6

Limited vocabulary and structures, often repetitive and stereotyped. 

Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task. 

Pre-learnt, set phrases predominate but there are some short simple sentences, 
which are more or less correct. 

Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes. 

Some attempt to use adjectives. 

There may be some simple subordination.

•

•

•

•

•

•

3-4

Very limited vocabulary, with occasional correct words. 

Very little understanding of language structures. 

There may be the occasional correct phrase or short sentence pre-learnt or ‘lifted’.

•

•

•

1-2

No language worthy of credit.• 0
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Accuracy Mark

High level of accuracy, though not necessarily faultless. 

Spellings, genders, agreements, verb forms mastered with the odd slip. 

Secure when using more complex language with only a few minor errors.

•

•

•

5

Generally accurate language.

Most verb forms correct, secure in genders and agreements but the odd lapse. 

Spellings mostly accurate.

When more complex structures are attempted, accuracy can be more variable.

•

•

•

•

4

Fairly accurate in straightforward language, but some lapses with more complex 
language.

Inconsistency in verb forms but more correct than incorrect. 

Spelling of common words generally accurate. 

The work is clearly more accurate than inaccurate. 

Language errors do not significantly hinder communication. 

Inaccuracy increases if more complex structures are attempted 

•

•

•

•

•

•

3

Many basic errors which often impede communication.

Some correct phrases but frequent misspellings, inaccurate genders and incorrect 
verb forms.

•

•

2

Frequent basic errors and inaccuracies prevent communication.

Isolated examples of correct language. 

Spellings and genders very weak. 

Little or no evidence of correct verb formation.

•

•

•

•

1

No language worthy of credit.• 0
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