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CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT – SAMPLE A

Theme Chosen: Pets
Task 1 – Reading
Task Title: Making comparison between two texts on pets
Text One: The Sun – “Rovertaken”
Text Two: The Independent – “Barking Blondes”
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Reading
This student has chosen the theme of Pets. In the reading task the student has commented on the feature
from The Sun newspaper ‘Rovertaken’ (Text 1) and the blog post from The Independent online dealing with
the death of a pet (Text 2).
Comparison
There is a clear comparison in the opening paragraph where the student identifies the texts as being from
different styles of newspaper:
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'Rovertaken' from The Sun is a tabloid...Whereas, 'Barking Blondes from The Independent is a broadsheet...'
While the comparisons are not always explicitly linked, they are evident. For example, the student compares
the layout of both texts in a clear and mostly sound way:
'Rovertaken has been layed out very simple and it is very easy to understand...On the other hand, Barking
Blondes from The Independent has a very complex layout, which is not very easy for the reader to
understand.'
This style of comparison is consistent throughout the response. On page two the student attempts to compare
images in a clear way:
'In Rovertaken the writer has used one large image of a cat and a dog...However, in Barking Blondes the writer
has used one image regarding the topic...'
In this case a 'false' comparison is presented through the use of 'However'. By commenting on the same
feature in both texts and using 'However' the suggestion is that the images are being compared.
There are clear comparisons throughout, for example on colour and font:




'In Rovertaken the writer has used really less colour...Whereas in Barking Blondes the writer has used
different colours throughout the article. But, the colours are very dull and do not stand out as much
as Rovertaken.'
'Comparatively, if you look at Barking Blondes the use of font is completely opposite to Rovertaken'

And also on language:
'The use of language in Rovertaken is very simple...However, the use of language in Barking Blondes is very
complex and is not easily understandable'
However, this is something of a false comparison again as it is more implied. The final comparisons are clear,
that 'Rovertaken is more simple than Barking Blondes in every aspect' and 'These two articles are completely
different from each other'. Given that there are clear and some sound comparisons throughout the mark at
this stage is the lower end of Band 3. The achievement of the rest of the bullets in the mark scheme will
determine where in the band the mark will be.
Ideas and perspectives
There are clear comments on the ideas of the pieces 'about how dogs have become more popular than the
'rivals' cats' and 'talks about the death of pets...also...how you can get over it'. There are some comments on
audience, but on 'Rovertaken' is it basic 'correct target audience' and on the Independent it is clear 'to an older
target audience'. The points about audience and topic are repeated in the conclusion.
Images, presentation and language
There are some comments on presentation although the ones on 'Rovertaken' are repeated, that the layout is
'simple' and 'easy to understand'. The comments on the name of the tabloid, the headline and spacing are
clear. On the second text the comments on presentation are clear, that 'These advertisements are distractions
because the readers' attention immediately diverts to the images' and that there are links to social media for
more information.
The comments on image, colour and font and presentation are clear, although not developed in places. The
student's comments on images are underdeveloped, as they say images are used 'because it stands out', 'suits
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the topic' and makes the second text confusing 'he doesn't know where to look'. The comparison of colour is
clear, as are some comments on the use of font in Text 1. The student for example identifies that italics are
used to make 'the reader think that, this must be important'. The other comments on font are
underdeveloped, for example 'The title is big and bold and the text is not too big or small' in Text 1 and 'The
font type is simple but the font size is too small' in Text 2.
There are comments on language but these are brief, fairly basic and underdeveloped. There is little analysis of
language. The student says 'The use of language in Rovertaken is very simple' and gives one example,
'favourite'.
There is a comment that 'There are many other words which tells us that the article is simple', but there are no
examples to develop the point. The comment on the use of 'pooches' instead of dog is clear, but again
underdeveloped. The comments on language in Text 2 are similarly underdeveloped, for example 'The words
used in this text is very complex', with one example given. Syntax is commented on very briefly in Text 2,
identifying the use of long and complex alongside short sentences, although the example given is not
particularly relevant as an example of a short sentence.
Conclusion
The reading response has clear and sometimes sound comparisons throughout, identifying the overall answer
in Band 3. However, the lack of developed comment on ideas and perspectives, lack of development of points
on image and presentation and lack of developed language comment limit this answer to the lower end of
Band 3. A mark of 9 at the bottom of Band 3 is appropriate, given that the student exemplifies most points
and makes consistent comparisons.

Task 2 – Writing
Task Title: Blog – Advantages/ Disadvantages of a pet
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Writing
For writing the student has chosen the task 'Write a blog for young people about the advantages and/or
disadvantages of having a pet.' The student starts with an effective introduction that clearly identifies the
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purpose and the audience ('having pets as youngsters'). The advantages are clearly expressed and there are a
range of ideas they want to pass on such as healthy mind and body, guarding the house at night, good
company, developing a sense of responsibility and support for those with specific needs. Disadvantages are
also offered, although these are not expressed so clearly: finding time and understanding the level of
responsibility to look after a pet and cost.
There is awareness of audience as the student uses 'we' and ‘I’ to show their view, and the voice appears to be
aimed at parents as the young people with pets are described as ‘they’. The sense of audience is also not
sustained ‐ in a couple of places the audience are referred to as 'you' and in the final sentence the audience
are told 'but keep a balance between both then you will like your pet'. There is a clear sense of purpose in
showing the advantages outweigh the disadvantages, although later in the response this is not always
convincingly done. The student is clear that there are benefits in having a pet and expresses these in a
sustained way, with a useful personal example. The disadvantages become a little repetitive and this means
the response is not fully convincing: they get caught up in focussing on the impact of not looking after a pet
properly more than looking at the negatives.
Sentence structure shows some evidence of control, such as ‘Just like this, your pet also needs a lot of
attention' and use the rule of three, for example 'It keeps you company, it keeps you active and it gives you a
peace of mind'. There are some varied sentence types such as commands: 'so before buying your pet think
twice' and 'but keep a balance between both then you will like your pet'. The commands are useful in
attempting to create an 'expert voice'. There are some sentence structures that are unclear, for example 'Then
there starts an argument between the children and the parents'. Vocabulary and tone used is appropriate. The
paragraphing is controlled and develops ideas, moving onto a new paragraph when a new point is made with
clear connectives to support this.
There are appropriate cohesive devices linking paragraphs and ideas, although these are a little pedestrian and
formal, for example 'Firstly', 'Secondly', 'In conclusion'. There is some evidence of crafting in the construction
of sentences although some constructions are a little awkward, for example 'to fulfil the rights of their pets'
and 'then many problems occur regarding the pet's health'.
Overall the ideas are clear, well presented overall and sustained at the beginning. The awareness of purpose
and audience is clear overall. The vocabulary is sound and well‐chosen and the organisation is secure, with a
clear text structure and mostly successful use of cohesive devices. A mark of 8 at the top of Band 3 is
appropriate here.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is mostly accurate using a range of words in a fairly extensive vocabulary ('beneficial', 'approximately').
Punctuation is used overall with sound control to emphasise ideas, although apostrophes are not used
correctly.
Sentences are sometimes clearly structured, allowing sound control of expression and meaning. Overall the
student has shown spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures that are sound and mostly accurate and
achieves a mark of 5 for AO3(iii).
Overall, the marks for Reading come at the bottom of Band 3 and the marks for Writing at the top of Band 3,
with AO3(iii) in Band 3. The marks achieved overall equal 22 out of a possible 40 (9+8+5).

12

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT – SAMPLE B

Theme Chosen: UK Attractions
Task 1 – Reading
Task Title: Making comparison between two texts on UK Attractions
Text One: Nemesis – Sub Terra
Text Two: Light Water Valley
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Reading
This student has chosen the theme of UK Attractions. In the reading task the student has commented on The
Independent article on Alton Towers ‘Nemesis Sub‐Terra’ Ride (Text 1) and the brochure for Schools for
Lightwater Valley Theme Park (Text 2).
Comparison
Comparison is evident consistently throughout this student's response. The quality of comparison varies. The
response opens with a specific comparison of purpose which has some detail:



'The broadsheet article from The Independent' is reviewing a new ride, Nemesis Sub‐Terra...whilst the
brochure of Lightwater Valley is giving information and descriptions...to persuade the students and
teachers to visit'.

There are specific and detailed comparisons of how language is used in the text, and these are linked to
purpose and audience:
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'The writer of Nemesis Sub‐Terra creates suspense by using a rhetorical question mentioned in the
title...Whereas LWV involves the students and teachers by using a rhetorical question...'
'The writer of Nemesis shows his opinion through the use of certain adjectives...In contrast LWV tries
to convince the students and teachers to visit the theme park...'
'The writer of Nemesis makes the text easier to understand by using short sentences...However LWV
creates atmosphere by using a short sentence in the title...'

There is an implicit comparison on image, where the student comments on the use of a logo in The
Independent and the use of images in Lightwater Valley. While this is not explicitly a comparison, it does show
detailed ideas of how images are used differently. The comparisons of colour and layout are clear and quite
specific. They are clear, e.g. 'Whereas Nemesis uses only the colour red' and 'However Nemesis uses the
convention of an article which is paragraphs...' but made specific by linking to audience and purpose. The
comparison of the use of visual and linguistic images has some elements of insight:'LWV creates imagery in the
teachers' and students' mind by placing them in certain angles...On the other hand Nemesis uses
words...which helps create a similar image in the readers' mind like LWV...'
Overall the comparisons are specific and detailed, positioning the mark in Band 4.

Ideas and perspectives
The student's comparison of purpose in both texts is specific. The student is aware that Text 1 is an opinion
article as a review, and their identification that 'he didn't enjoy the ride as much, doing this is relevant as the
purpose is to review'. The student is aware of the audience for Text 2 is 'the students and teachers' and that it
is intended to convince 'the students and teachers to visit the theme park'. There is also a recognition of the
bias in the text.
Images, presentation and language
The student’s comments on images are clear. The student comments on the way Text 1 is set out in
'chronological order' and follows the course of a day. There is a specific reference to the representation of the
newspaper 'this is used for recognition purposes', although this is repeated later on. They comment on the
way that 'many images' in Text 2 'attract the reader's attention' and that the final page of the text contains
only information and therefore has a 'change in colour and font'. The comments on the use of photographs in
Text 2 are specific and detailed:
'LWV imply that the theme park is a place bursting with thrills be using a range of photographs of people
whose expressions clearly show excitement and happiness. These pictures create an image of a theme park full
of excitement...'
This links to the analysis of the photograph of the boy which 'makes the teachers imagine their students who
are of similar age to the boy having as much fun'.
Comments on use of colour and text organisation are specific on both texts and link back to the audience and
the purpose of both, for example the use of aqua to link back to 'the title Light 'Water' Valley', and the use of
colours to create a sense of 'cheerfulness, positivity and happiness'. The final comments on the organisation of
the text are clear ‐ that subtitles and white space are used to help the reader 'negotiate round the text easily'
and make the text 'more digestible'.
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The comments on language are specific and detailed. The student explains that both texts use rhetorical
questions and compares this by linking in a detailed way back to the audience and purpose. The comment on
the use of interrogative in Text 1 is specific and links back to the impact of the language.
The focus on adjectives in both texts such as 'moderate', 'great' and 'epic' is specific and detailed and is linked
back to the purpose and audience of the texts, for example 'the word epic is used to pre‐modify the word
'teacher' making the teachers think that to be the best they must visit the theme park'. The focus on short
sentences in both texts is specific, linked specifically to the ways they are used in relation to the purpose of
both texts. There is a link between the use of visual and language image in the two texts and this is a fairly
perceptive point, although not developed enough to be fully insightful. The student states that Text 2 uses
visual images to create 'a dizzying effect', while the use of language in Text 1 creates an image in the
audience's mind, as in 'Where your body, soul and stomach simultaneously depart in different directions'. The
student is not clear on the technique onomatopoeia, but does identify the example as a metaphor.
Conclusion
The comparisons in this piece are always sound and almost always specific and detailed. This leads us to a
mark in Band 4. Given the level of specific detail shown in the comments on image, presentation, language and
ideas and perspectives the response is awarded a mark of 15 towards the top of Band 4.
There is not enough consistently detailed comment to move the response to the top of Band 4.

Task 2 – Writing
Task Title: Script for Podcast

17

18

19

Writing
For writing the student has chosen the task 'Write the script for a podcast aimed at families with young
children, in which you review a UK attraction'. The student has chosen to write a review of a visit to the Alton
Towers theme park. The ideas covered are extensive and cover both information about the park (opening
times, getting into the park, buying tickets online, special offers) and a review of the park ('lengthy queues for
tickets', 'beautiful scenery', 'it was boring', 'I suggest you use these'. These ideas are effective, compelling and
sustained throughout the piece.
There is excellent awareness of audience as the student uses ‘you’ to address readers and adopts an
appropriate tone for a podcast that will be viewed by parents with young children. There is effective use of 'I'
and 'we' to create a personal view and a family response. There is a strong sense of personal voice and the
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connection between audience and speaker is created through the reference to the 'expert' family. There is a
very strong sense of purpose in informing and reviewing, and this is very effectively achieved.
Sentence structure is effective and varied, with effective use of statements to share information, exclamations
like 'NO QUEUEING!', questions such as 'How long did we spend there?' and commands such as 'check heights
beforehand'. There are short sentences used for effect like 'I fell in love'. The paragraphing is controlled and
develops ideas, moving onto a new paragraph when a new point is made. There are convincing and effective
cohesive devices linking paragraphs and ideas and there is evidence of crafting in the construction of
sentences to create an expert tone and to fulfil purpose.
Some effective techniques are used such as self deprecating comments like 'Okay this is my first time ever
doing this so please bear with me' and language that parents would use like 'extremely cranky'. There are
effective use of techniques, for example 'horrendously long but fast‐moving queue' (balanced statement),
'crowds of people; annoyed children; and lengthy queues for tickets' (rule of three), 'and I almost forgot',
'Bring it on', 'I was beyond proud' (colloquial language). The use of paralinguistic features is also very effective,
for example 'The arcade games (pause) were (pause) absolutely (pause) phenomenal', and 'according to my
four year old (hand quotations) 'It was terrifical''.
Vocabulary used is well‐chosen with terms appropriate to the topic of the theme park like 'monorail', sky
rides', 'height restriction', 'fast pass tickets' and to the theme of families with small children such as 'cranky',
whinging'. There is some fairly sophisticated use of vocabulary such as 'horrendously', 'phenomenal',
'heartstopping' and this contrasts with colloquial terms like 'Hey there', 'a blast', and 'awesome'. There are also
some terms at the end which show that the podcast is used in an online sense such as 'comment' and
'subscribe'. The use of tone is very effective, given that the podcast will be viewed by parents.

A mark of 13 at the top of Band 5 reflects the precision and clarity of ideas, the sharp focus on purpose and
audience, the extensive and varied vocabulary and sentence structures and the organisation. While the final
comments appear to contradict the opening this does not detract from the quality of the piece.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is almost always accurate and sophisticated terms are spelt correctly.
Punctuation devices are used with precision and support the effects which are intended, and in some places
they are sophisticated in their use. Sentences are well‐structured, with effective control of expression and
meaning. A mark of 7 is awarded here. There are a few minor errors but perfection is not required for full
marks.
Overall, the marks for Reading come towards the top of Band 4 and the marks for Writing at the top of Band 5,
with AO3(iii) in Band 5. The marks achieved overall equal 35 out of a possible 40 (15+13+7).
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CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT – SAMPLE C

Theme Chosen: Pets
Task 1 – Reading
Task Title: Making comparison between two texts on pets
Text One: PDSA – “Your Right Pet” Leaflet
Text Two: Cats@Heart
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Reading
This student has chosen the theme of Pets. In the reading task the student has commented on the PDSA ‘Your
Right Pet’ Leaflet (Text 1) and the Your Cat article ‘Confessions of a Cat Sitter’ (Text 2).
Comparison
Comparison in the student's response appears at the end. The student makes a basic comparison that 'I will
say 'Your Right Pet' is more better' and then explains this superficially by saying that the article is only about
cats while the leaflet is about all pets. While there are areas where the same features are commented on there
is no connection between the texts or comparison. Comparison is therefore limited, placing the response in
Band 1.
Ideas and perspectives
The student's opening to the response identifies the theme of each text in a descriptive way, in most cases
linked to the source material, for example 'this leaflet is about pets' and that Text 2 'talks about cat sitting'.
There is some comment about audience, that the audience for Text 1 is 'the people who love pets and is going
to buy pets' and that the audience for Text 2 is 'both genders'. The audience comments are a little superficial,
given that the suggestion is that the audience for Text 1 is mostly women 'because women mostly stays home
and takes care of everything'. The comments identified as being on 'ideas and perspectives' on page 2 are
mostly speculative about audience, for example that 'Taking good care of a cat is a very good thing'.
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Images, presentation and language
The student’s comments on images and presentation are evident but underdeveloped and in places
descriptive. There is comment on the highlighted word in Text 1 'Time' and how this shows how much time is
needed to look after a pet. There are some developed comments on image and presentation in Text 1, as the
student comments on the simple layout, the white space, the big images and the highlighted words and tries
to link this to audience by saying 'so people can see the images of the pets properly', 'because this word is
important for the reader to know' and 'layed out simple because for the youngers to read'.
There is a comment on both texts using websites and both comments are linked to the reader, 'for the reader
to more about pets' and 'for the people who want...more stories'. Comments on colours are also evident but
not fully developed. They describe the colours, for example 'the colours are hot pink, yellow, green, blue and
red' and there is some attempt to link this to audience 'The writer has used a good set of colours for the
readers'. The comment on the image on Text 2 is quite clear, 'There is an image of a heart behind a text to
show the love of a cat'.
The comments on language are brief and underdeveloped. Text 1 is described as being 'written in detail' and
comments on Text 2 are contradictory, as the student describes the language as 'simple' then having 'complex
words', and formal language. There is very little development of these points with evidence.
Conclusion
The reading response has limited comparison, identifying this as a Band 1 answer. The comments on ideas and
perspectives and language, image and presentation are evident but underdeveloped in the main, a feature of
Band 2. A mark of 4 at the top of Band 1 is appropriate, given that the student has limited comparisons but
does make exemplified underdeveloped points.

Task 2 – Writing
Task Title: Blog – Advantages/ Disadvantages of a pet
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Writing
For writing the student has chosen the task 'Write a blog for young people about the advantages and/or
disadvantages of having a pet.' The student expresses a couple of appropriate advantages (pets keep you
active, help relieve stress) and some disadvantages (take up time, can be dangerous, can cause
allergy/disease/illness, can be costly). However, the focus on guide dogs is not relevant to the topic as they are
working animals. There is awareness of audience as the student uses ‘I’ to show their view but the audience
address varies from 'they' to ‘you’ to address readers and there is some sense of purpose in informing
although this is not always convincingly done, since the student repeats 'Now I will be talking about'.
Sentence structure shows limited evidence of control and can be difficult to follow. Sentences are always
statements and the length of sentences can be ineffective in conveying meaning. Vocabulary choice is
appropriate and linked to the theme of pets. The tone does attempt to address the reader but this is
inconsistent and the tone can be quite pedestrian with the repetition of 'Now I will be talking about'. The
paragraphing is clear, with at attempt to use it to develop ideas. There are some appropriate cohesive devices
linking paragraphs. Information is used sometimes appropriately and there is a clear introduction but no clear
conclusion.
As the student expresses ideas that are sometimes appropriate, has some grasp of the purpose and audience,
organisation that shows some grasp of text structure with opening and development and some appropriate
paragraphing a mark of 4 in the middle of Band 2 is appropriate. This takes into account the lack of control of
syntax and organisation in some places.
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is at times inaccurate, although this does not hinder meaning. Punctuation devices are used with basic
control and inaccuracies (for example apostrophes), with some success in conveying intended emphasis and
effects. Sentences show some attempt to structure and control expression and meaning but there areas where
there is a lack of control. Because of punctuation and sentences the mark is limited to Band 2.
Overall, the marks for Reading come at the top of Band 1 and the marks for Writing in the middle of Band 2,
with AO3(iii) in Band 2. The marks achieved overall equal 11 out of a possible 40 (4+4+3).
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CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT – SAMPLE D

Theme Chosen: UK Attractions
Task 1 – Reading
Task Title: Making comparison between two texts on UK Attractions
Text One: Nemesis – Sub Terra
Text Two: Light Water Valley
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Reading
This student has chosen the theme of UK Attractions. In the reading task the student has commented on The
Independent article on Alton Towers ‘Nemesis Sub‐Terra’ Ride (Text 1) and the brochure for Schools for
Lightwater Valley Theme Park (Text 2).
Comparison
There are some comparisons in this response, and some are quite clear. On page 1 there is some basic
comparison where the student identifies that the texts 'vary in many ways'. There are some clear comparisons
on colour and images, for example:
'The Nemesis Sub Terra article has rarely any images...Also it barely uses any colour...Whilst on the other hand
the Lightwater Valley brochure is bursting with colours and images.'
There is also a clear comparison of purpose, e.g. 'The purpose of Nemesis is to review...On the other hand
Light Water Valley informs'.
There is some comparison of language in that both texts use adjectives, and some vague comparison of
perspective at the end although this lacks clarity.
Given that there are some (Band 2) clear (Band 3) comparisons the response will be borderline Band 2/3,
depending on the quality of the rest of the response.
Ideas and perspectives
The student comments that one text is a broadsheet and one is a brochure, and is aware of audience on the
first page although does not develop these points, just saying 'due to the audience'. The awareness of
audience is developed more on the second page, where Text 1 is identified as being for an educated audience,
possibly males (although this is slightly generalised), and Text 2 is identified as being for an audience of
teachers. The comments on the purpose of the texts are clear, where Text 1 is explained as a review 'Simon
Calder gets a sneak preview' and an advertisement, and Text 2 is explained as informative and 'it is also used
to persuade'. These comments are explained with clear reference to evidence. There is a clear understanding
of point of view in both texts where the student says about Text 1 'This shows that the writer is being sarcastic'
and 'starts off with a positive view', and where in Text 2 the students comments 'Lightwater Valley is biased'.
These comments are clear but could be developed more to achieve higher marks.
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Images, presentation and language
The student’s comments on images and presentation are sometimes clear. The response comments on the use
of a logo and lack of colour in Text 1, colour and images in Text 2. In these cases the use of layout and image is
linked in quite a clear way to the audience for the texts. The comments are not developed on the
organisation and the only references are to 'a lot of paragraphs' in Text 1 and how Text 2 'does not have
paragraphs but has not used any one word sentences.'
There is some brief comment on language, 'similes, adjectives, metaphors, onomatopoeias and a rhetorical
question' in Text 1, although only an example of a rhetorical question is used with a link to the writer's
perspective. Later there is an example of language in Text 2 'Epic teacher run awesome reward trips' linked to
adjective use, although there is no specific link to where the adjective is. The student comments that Text 2
uses 'a load of adjectives, rule of three and alliteration'. Again there is only one example given, of alliteration
'Eager explorers'. The student's comment about vocabulary in Text 1 is linked to audience and the semantic
field of video games, which is clear. There are other examples where language use is identified, for example
'some sarcastic/funny language' and 'positive vocabulary', but there are not developed with reference to the
texts.

Conclusion
The reading response has evidence of some clear comparisons which place the response at the borderline of
Band 2 and 3. The comment on ideas and perspectives are fairly clear but not always developed. This is also
the case with images, presentation and language. There are some clear comments but in some cases these are
not developed with relevant examples included or link to ideas and perspectives. A mark of 8 at the top of
Band 2 is appropriate.

Task 2 – Writing
Task Title: Script for Podcast
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Writing
For writing the student has chosen the task 'Write the script for a podcast aimed at families with young
children, in which you review a UK attraction'. The student has chosen to write a review of a visit to the
Legoland Windsor resort. The ideas covered are appropriate and cover both information about the park
(buying tickets online, features, staff, sections of the park, food, height restriction) and a review of the park
('the staff came running to us with smiles', 'The food was delicious', 'It was such a memorable day'. These ideas
are expressed throughout the piece and in some places are developed (for example the use of Lego in the park
and the food).
There is awareness of audience as the student uses ‘I’ to show their view and ‘we’ to give a sense of the family
experience. There is a clear sense of purpose in encouraging others to head to the park, although this is not
convincing in all places because there is a lack of development in places. The student is clear that people
should go to Legoland and they reference this at the end, but it is not clear until then.
Sentence structure shows some evidence of control and there are some phrases well‐chosen for effect, e.g. 'Hi
Viewers', 'last but not least', 'refill our stomachs'. There are short sentences used appropriately such as 'Well I
made my decision', 'We were surrounded by Lego', and there are varied structures such as questions 'But as
any parent would ask themselves which one?' and exclamations 'Always a good idea!' and 'A lot of areas
indeed!' The use of tone is appropriately (but not overly) enthusiastic. The paragraphing is mostly controlled
and develops ideas, moving onto a new paragraph when a new point is made. There are appropriate cohesive
devices linking paragraphs and ideas and there is some evidence of crafting in the construction of sentences.
The use of a few adjectives supports the review genre such as 'delicious' and 'memorable', but again the
enthusiasm is not fully convincing.
Overall the ideas are clear and mostly well presented, although there are only a few of them. The awareness of
audience is clear and the sense of purpose is mostly clear. The vocabulary is clear and sometimes well‐chosen.
There is some crafting in the choice of sentence construction. A mark of 6 at the bottom of Band 3 is
appropriate here.
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is almost always accurate, with only a few errors. Punctuation devices are used with sound control,
mostly enabling intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed. There is a lack of apostrophes. Sentences
show some attempt at controlling expression and meaning ‐ there is some confused expression like 'much
more cheaper' and 'already in amazement'. A mark of 5 at the top of Band 3 is appropriate.
Overall, the marks for Reading come at the top of Band 2 and the marks for Writing at the bottom of Band 3,
with AO3(iii) in Band 3. The marks achieved overall equal 19 out of a possible 40 (8+6+5).
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CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT – SAMPLE E

Theme Chosen: Pets
Task 1 – Reading
Task Title: Making comparison between two texts on pets
Text One: PDSA – “Your Right Pet” Leaflet
Text Two: Cats@Heart
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Reading
This student has chosen the theme of Pets. In the reading task the student has commented on the PDSA ‘Your
Right Pet’ Leaflet (Text 1) and the Your Cat article ‘Confessions of a Cat Sitter’ (Text 2).

Comparison
The student starts with a clear comparison of audience which is developed enough to become specific. For
example where they identify that Text 1 is aimed at a general audience while Text 2 is aimed at 'a more
specific audience':
'This shows us that the audience will be more casual than the PDSA leaflet audience because they don't have
to be as attentive.'
The comparison of purpose is specific ‐ Text 1 is identified as 'to advise the reader...However the Cats @ Heart
article has clearly been created to entertain the reader'. There is a specific comparison of layout, that Text 2 is
'more friendly' than Text 1, with a detailed comment to follow. The comparison of presentation at the top of
page 3 is specific and detailed and linked to the different purposes of the texts:
'The PDSA leaflet highlights text to draw you to a particular section of the leaflet...The Cats @ Heart article
uses a slanted picture of the author to get our attention'.
Comparison of language is specific ‐ that Text 1 uses a formal language style and that Text 2 uses a more
'friendly, informal or casual language' ‐ and this is developed into a detailed comment. The conclusion
effectively ends the consistent focus on comparison. Overall the comparisons begin specific then are
developed into mostly detailed comparisons, securing the mark in Band 4.
Ideas and perspectives
The student shows that they are aware of the perspectives of the two texts and the audiences for them, that
Text 1 is aimed at pet owners to suggest that ‘following their advice will lead to your pet having a healthy and
happy life' and Text 2 aimed at cat owners 'expresses love towards cats'. The response is aware of the
purposes of the texts and these are compared.

43

Images, presentation and language
The student’s comments on images and presentation are specific and detailed. The student comments for
example on the pictures used in both texts and links these comments to purpose and audience. For example,
the picture of an 'affectionate owner and a healthy working Labrador' in Text 1 to encourage healthy pets, the
cartoon heart in Text 2 to show love for cats and the picture of the author in Text 2 to show personal view. The
student also comments in a detailed way on the use of font sizes, colour and style although a few points are
repeated. There is an effective link between the presentational feature of highlighting, for example 'the words
'Good news!' are highlighted with a comical exclamation mark. This captures our attention...'. Again, these
points are linked to purpose and the impact is explored, for example 'has been done intentionally to enhance
the suggestion that the article will be fun and casual'.
Conclusion
The comparisons are specific and detailed. The comments on ideas, perspectives, images, presentation and
language are specific and detailed. There are a couple of points that show depth and insight, but given this is
not replicated in comparison the overall mark achieved is 16 at the top of Band 4.

Task 2 – Writing
Task Title: Blog – Advantages/ Disadvantages of a pet
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Writing

For writing the student has chosen the task 'Write an article for a local newspaper about an issue related to
pets.' The student has chosen to write an article comparing cats and dogs as pets.

The writing has a strong opening which identifies the writer as part of the 'soft nation on the subject of pets'.
The ideas covered are extensive and cover information about pets (types, cost, popularity) and views on pets
and their owners (how dogs and cats respond to their owners and interact, the appropriate type of pet for
different owners). Also covered are features of cats and dogs, for example independence, personality, energy,
noise and negatives. There is also coverage of pets in the media ‐ celebrity pets and presentations of pets in
advertisements. These ideas are effective, compelling and sustained throughout the piece, if a little lengthy.

There is excellent awareness of audience as the student uses ‘you’ to address readers and adopts an
appropriate tone for an opinion article, being both entertaining and informative. There is effective use of 'I' to
create a personal view. The connection between audience and writer is created through personal anecdotes
that exemplify points in a vivid way, such as the writer's 'decrepit old cat and she's been around for nineteen
years' and the writer's grandma who is ninety. There is a very strong and effectively achieved sense of purpose
in informing and entertaining.

Sentence structure is effective and varied, with effective use of statements to share information, exclamations
like 'she attempted to bite my face off!' and questions such as 'what pet do you want?' There are some well‐
chosen phrases used for effect such as:


'but you did not pick up this article from the pretentious self help section of your local library where
the empty promises of a quick fix reside'



'As a result of this trying to get them to show you affection is a stressful task at best'.

The paragraphing is controlled and develops ideas, moving onto a new paragraph when a new point is made.
There are convincing and effective cohesive devices linking paragraphs and ideas, for example 'Despite the
criticism' and 'In all seriousness'. There is evidence of crafting in the construction of sentences to create a
humorous tone and to fulfil purpose.

Some effective and subtle techniques are used such as humour:


'Cats on the other hand are probably the pet to have if you want to know what it feels like to have a
hostile roommate because your one in college was actually quite nice'
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'I doubt that two middle aged parents and two teen children would feel the benefit that comes with
exercising at cat (getting them off the couch)'



'many families cannot afford to spend £8,000 on a lively personality'

and colloquial language like 'solitary furball' and 'into their Paul's Boutique handbag'. This contrasts with
formal language like 'diversity as a species', 'research suggests' and 'analysts suggest'.

Vocabulary used is well‐chosen with terms appropriate to the audience and purpose. There is some fairly
sophisticated use of vocabulary such as 'domesticated', 'solitary', 'analysts' and 'diversity' and this contrasts
with some examples of colloquial vocabulary.

A mark of 12 at the bottom of Band 5 reflects the precision and clarity of ideas, the sharp focus on purpose
and audience, the extensive and varied vocabulary and well‐controlled sentence structures. While the piece is
very effective the organisation and overall structure could be tighter in order to achieve full marks. For
example, the section on advertising is a little long‐winded to make the point.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)

In this piece spelling varies. There are places where complex words are spelt correctly, for example
'domesticated', 'diversity', 'species', 'advertising campaign'. However, there are also some frequent errors in
spelling, for example the words 'whether', 'believe', 'exercising', 'families' and 'criticism'. Overall best fit would
be 'spelling is mostly accurate'. Punctuation devices are used with sound control, mostly enabling intended
emphasis and effects to be conveyed. Sentences are clearly structured, with sound control of expression and
meaning ‐ in places this is effective. There are some features of AO3(iii) that are Band 4, but best fit is the top
of Band 3 with 5 marks.

Overall, the marks for Reading come at the top of Band 4 and the marks for Writing at the bottom of Band 5,
with AO3(iii) in Band 3. The marks achieved overall equal 33 out of a possible
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