GCSE English and GCSE English Language
5EH01
Writing - Candidate A

AO3 i) and ii) – Band 4 – 9 marks
AO3 iii) – Band 3 – 5 marks
Moderator comments:
For writing the candidate has chosen the task' Write the script for a podcast aimed
at young people, in which you review your favourite children’s literature.' The
candidate has chosen to review 'Lord of the Rings'. The candidate clearly expresses
a range of ideas they want to pass on about the book such as its publication, its
popularity, its genre as 'epic fantasy', its focus on adventure, the themes of the
book, the characters, and the setting. There is awareness of audience as the

candidate uses ‘I’ to show their view and ‘you’ to address readers and there is a
clear sense of purpose in encouraging others to read the book, although this is not
always convincingly done. The candidate is clear that people should read the book
and expresses this frequently, although perhaps too frequently to be convincing ,
e.g. 'The book is a must read', 'will stay with you for the rest of your life', 'Is this
the best book ever?'
Sentence structure shows some evidence of control, such as ‘Since it was published
in 1945 the book has been extremely popular and everybody has loved it, as I am
sure you will too.' Some phrases are well-chosen for effect such as 'a benchmark for
all fantasy novels', 'beautifully depicts' and there are some different types of
sentences including questions 'Is this the best book ever?'	
  
Vocabulary used is well-chosen with terms appropriate to the audience such as
'wacky' and the genre such as 'must read', 'benchmark'. The use of tone is
appropriate. The paragraphing is controlled and develops ideas, moving onto a new
paragraph when a new point is made. There are appropriate cohesive devices
linking paragraphs and ideas and there is evidence of crafting in the construction of
sentences. Information is used effectively and the use of adjectives supports the
review genre. Some effective techniques are used such as alliteration 'gospel of the
genre' and religious imagery such as 'gospel' and 'revelation'.
Overall the ideas are well presented and sustained. The awareness of purpose and
audience is mostly secure. The vocabulary is sound and well-chosen and the
organisation is secure, with a clear text structure and mostly successful use of
cohesive devices. A mark of 9 at the bottom of Band 4 is appropriate here.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is mostly accurate using a range of words in a fairly extensive
vocabulary. Punctuation is used with sound control to emphasise ideas. Sentences
are mostly clearly structured, allowing sound control of expression and meaning.
Overall the candidate has shown spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures
that are sound and mostly accurate and achieves a mark of 5 for AO3(iii).

Writing - Candidate B

AO3 i) and ii) – Band 2– 4 marks
AO3 iii) – Band 1 – 1 mark
Moderator comments:
For writing the candidate has chosen the task 'Write an article for a school website,
in which you inform readers about an online social networking issue'. The candidate
has chosen the issue of online safety. The candidate expresses some appropriate

ideas - that social networking is popular, the types of information people share
online, possible dangers like hacking, cyber bullying, how you can stay safe online.
However, there is some repetition of ideas and the example of Amanda Todd is
repeated throughout. There is awareness of audience as the candidate uses ‘I’ to
show their view and ‘you’ to address readers and there is some sense of purpose in
warning people of the dangers although this is not always convincingly done, since
the candidate repeats 'you may think when am I going to stop lecturing you'.	
  
Sentence structure shows limited evidence of control and can be difficult to
follow. There are a range of sentence types such as commands, questions and
statements, but the length of sentences can be ineffective in conveying meaning.	
  
Vocabulary choice is appropriate with technical terms such as 'share button', 'cyber
bullying'. The tone attempts to be appropriate but can be quite alarmist, especially
in the story of the young girl. The paragraphing is clear and there is some use of it
to develop ideas and there are some appropriate cohesive devices linking
paragraphs. Information is used sometimes appropriately (although a little heavyhanded).
As the candidate expresses ideas that are sometimes appropriate, has some grasp
of the purpose and audience, organisation that shows some grasp of text structure
with opening and development and some appropriate paragraphing a mark of 4 in
the middle of Band 2 is appropriate. This takes into account the lack of control of
syntax in some places.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is at times inaccurate, although this does not hinder meaning. Punctuation
devices are used with basic control and inaccuracies, with little success in
conveying intended emphasis and effects. Sentences show a basic attempt to
structure and control expression and meaning but there areas where there is a lack
of control. Because of punctuation and sentences the mark is limited to Band 1.

Writing - Candidate C

AO3 i) and ii) – Band 4– 9 marks
AO3 iii) – Band 4 – 6 marks
Moderator comments:
For writing the candidate has chosen the task' Write the script for a podcast aimed
at young people, in which you review your favourite children’s literature.' The
candidate has chosen to review 'Mister Monday' by Dan Brown. The candidate
clearly expresses a range of ideas they want to pass on about the book, for
example characters, plot (although a bit too much for a review), the features
typical of the writer and the setting. There is awareness of audience as the
candidate uses ‘I’ to show their view and ‘you’ to address readers and there is a
clear sense of purpose in encouraging others to read the book, although this is not
convincing in all places. The candidate is clear that people should read the book

and expresses this frequently, although the reasons for doing so are not securely
expressed.
Sentence structure shows some evidence of control and there are some phrases
well-chosen for effect such as 'I instantly become a giant hero and a saviour of
worlds, woo-er of women, life saving superstar!' There are short sentences used
appropriately such as 'Why are they like that?'
The use of tone is appropriately enthusiastic. The paragraphing is mostly
controlled and develops ideas, moving onto a new paragraph when a new point is
made. There are appropriate cohesive devices linking paragraphs and ideas and
there is some evidence of crafting in the construction of sentences. The use of
adjectives supports the review genre such as 'extravagant', 'immersive' and there is
vocabulary suited to a young audience such as 'awesome'. Some effective verbs are
used like 'decipher', 'cherished', 'immersed' and 'lure' and some alliteration such as
'sinister setting'.
Overall the ideas are clear and mostly well presented. The awareness of purpose
and audience is quite secure. The vocabulary is secure and well-chosen but the
organisation is not secure, with some repetition and phrases indicating a lack of
cohesion such as 'Well anyway back to the book'. A mark of 9 at the bottom of Band
4 is appropriate here.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is almost always accurate. Punctuation is used with some control to
emphasise ideas. Sentences are clearly structured, allowing some control of
expression and meaning although some lose focus due to length. Overall, the
candidate has shown spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures that are
almost always accurate and achieves a mark of 6 for AO3(iii).

Candidate D:

AO3 i) and ii) – Band 2– 5 marks
AO3 iii) – Band 2 – 3 marks
Moderator comments:
For writing the candidate has chosen the task 'Write an article for a school website,
in which you inform readers about an online social networking issue'. The candidate
has chosen the issue of online safety. The candidate expresses some appropriate
ideas - the popularity of social networking, tips to stay safe online, the dangers of
using social networks, the positives of social networks and what people use them
for. However, there is some repetition of ideas and the use of 'real-life' stories is
not always convincing. There is awareness of audience as the candidate uses ‘I’ to
show their view and ‘you’ to address readers and there is some sense of purpose in
warning people of the dangers, although this is somewhat cancelled out by the
discussion of the positives.
Sentence structure shows some evidence of control although there is some
awkward syntax. There is some evidence of different sentence types such as
questions and statements. Vocabulary choice is appropriate with technical terms
such as 'usernames', 'trolling' and 'tagging'. The tone attempts to be appropriate but
can be quite alarmist, especially in the use of the examples. The paragraphing is
evident and there is some use of it to develop ideas. Information is used generally
appropriately.
As the candidate expresses ideas that are mostly appropriate, has some grasp of
the purpose and audience and the organisation shows some grasp of text structure,
with opening and development, and some appropriate paragraphing a mark of 5 at
the top of Band 2 is appropriate. This takes into account the lack of control of
syntax in some places.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (AO3iii)
Spelling is often accurate. Punctuation is used with some control to emphasise
ideas. Sentences are mostly structured, allowing control of expression and
meaning. Overall the candidate has shown spelling, punctuation and grammatical
structures in Band 2 and achieves a mark of 3 for AO3(iii).

