GCSE English and GCSE English Language
5EH01
Reading - Candidate A

Band 3 – 10 marks
Moderator comments:
This candidate has chosen the theme of Children's Literature. In the reading task
the candidate has commented on the Roald Dahl webpage and the Children's Book
Week webpage.
Comparison
There is a clear comparison in the opening to the answer ‘These two texts are both
webpages but the Roald Dahl interview (Text 1) is in the form of a front page which
has a lot of general information, text 1 however is a page somebody would of found
via a link from another page' . There are clear, sound comparisons throughout.
Ideas and perspectives
There is a comparison identified in the audience for the two texts and the answer
specifies the audience as a mixture of adults and children for both texts. This focus
on audience and the examples given is clear.
Images, presentation and language
The candidate’s comments on images and presentation are clear and sound. The
candidate comments on the 'messy style' of Text 1 and indicates this makes it 'fun
and interesting, and identifies that clear layout of text 2 as making it 'easy to
navigate around the website'. The comment on organisation of text is sound, but
becomes a little repetitive as it is identified that the sections using subheadings
make the text 'incredibly easy to navigate around'. The point that the subheadings
and sections give the reader 'the chance to skip parts which you don't want to read'
is clear. The comments on images and their link to audience are clear and quite
well developed, e.g. 'it has the images of books which might be for the adults and
the storybook characters for the younger children'. Comments on colour in Text 1

are a little basic and lacking in development but are clear, e.g. 'these colours are
very bright and seem to clash. There is more pink than green'. The points are
slightly more developed on Text 2 where the candidate says 'this is probably an
attempt to be fun', but this still needs more development.
There is sound comment on language in places, such as the comment on techniques
used to interest the reader in Text 2 and the analysis of the use of the example 'a
great nation is a reading nation'. There is some underdevelopment of points in
places, e.g. where the candidate talks about repetition and poetic language.
Conclusion
The reading response has sound comparisons throughout, identifying the Band as
Band 3 for the overall answer. However, the lack of comment on ideas and
perspectives and lack of development of some points on language, image and
presentation limit this answer to the lower end of Band 3. A mark of 10 at the
bottom of Band 3 is appropriate, given that the candidate exemplifies points
throughout and makes consistent sound comparisons.

Reading - Candidate B

Band 5 – 18 marks
Moderator comments:
This candidate has chosen the theme of Online Social Networking. In the reading
task the candidate has commented on the ChildLine information on social
networking and the leaflet on Young People and Social Networking Sites from
Childnet International.

Comparison
Comparison is evident consistently throughout this candidate's response. The
quality of comparison varies. There are a couple of sound comparisons, e.g. 'the
sheer amount of text is a contrast to the short and simple paragraphs on the
webpage', 'Both texts also use a logo' and 'Both are fun and happy and soft'. There
are also specific and detailed comparisons and In a couple of places the
comparisons are discriminating and show insight.
Ideas and perspectives
The candidate is aware that the main idea of both texts is for ‘children to be safe,
and aware of the dangers of social networking, and to know how to stay safe
online.’ The candidate makes thorough exploration of the ideas and perspectives,
commenting on the range of purposes (to inform and advise) and audiences. There
are some areas of insight in the comments, for example the ideas that social
networking ‘can affect and potentially damage a child’s life’, the sense that the
writer wants to shock and evoke strong reactions in the reader, ‘manipulating them
into thinking a certain way’ and encouraging responsibility of parents and guiding
them.
Images, presentation and language
The candidate’s comments on images and presentation are detailed. The candidate
comments on the way the texts are set out and links this to audience and purpose.
The comments on the use of boxes is detailed and analyses the use and how it
differs in the two texts. The comments on logos are a little brief and could be
developed more. The comments at the end of the response of the use of images
are perceptive, e.g. the comment on the faceless images creating a sense of
anonymity and that ‘we can never be sure who we’re talking to online’, the
comment on the link ‘guiding parents’ and the padlock to show ‘security and
safety’. The comments of the images in the webpage are also perceptive, showing
a forest that is ‘very calm and tranquil, although we don’t know which way is out’.
The candidate analyses the use of this image in a perceptive way, linking it to the
audience, purpose and intentions of the writer.
Comments on language are detailed and at times perceptive, and examples are
discriminating in the main. The candidate comments on the use of technical terms,
formal and factual language and simple phrases and emotive language giving
examples and linking these to purpose, audience and describing impact. The

candidate also discusses the use of phrases to shock, alliteration, imperatives,
direct address, repetition, pronouns and opinions, also linking these to purpose,
audience and effect. The one area not developed as much as it could be is where
the candidate comments on rhetorical questions – while they identify the purpose
they do not give examples to support the point made.
Conclusion
The comparisons in this piece are always sound, almost always specific and
detailed and at times insightful and perceptive. Given the level of perception and
insight shown in the comments on image, presentation, language and ideas and
perspectives the response is awarded a mark of 18 towards the bottom of Band 5.
There is not enough insightful comparison to move the response to the top of Band
5.

Reading – Candidate C

Band 1 – 4 marks
Moderator comments:
This candidate has chosen the theme of Online Social Networking. In the reading
task the candidate has commented on the Internet safety film 'Where’s Klaus?' and
the Kansas state college article.
Comparison
Comparison in the candidate's response appears at the end. The candidate makes a
basic comparison that 'Both of these texts are different' and then develops this by
saying that the article is saying that social networking is good and the film is
showing that it is dangerous. While there are two other places where the candidate
uses comparative phrases, e.g. 'Text 1 is dissimilar to text two' and 'where is Klaus',
these are both making the same point as the first comparison. Comparison is
therefore limited. There is an attempt to connect the two texts in the final
paragraph but it lacks clarity.
Ideas and perspectives
The candidate's opening to the response identifies that the audience of the film is
parents and that the writer's views are that 'parents don't protect their children on

the internet as well as they should'. They develop this point to an extent on page
two by identifying 'they are just wanting all parents to protect their children on
the internet so they're not talking to anyone their no meant to be because the
internet is a world wide web and everyone can access social networking sites'. The
candidate identifies the audience for the article as 'people who are at collage or
uni' and identifies that the writer intended to tell readers 'that the internet is good
to be on because you can keep in touch with your friends...' There is comparison of
the views of the writers at the end of the piece.
Images, presentation and language
The candidate’s comments on images and presentation are evident but
underdeveloped and in places descriptive. The candidate spends much of the
response describing the images from the film, although there are some attempts to
analyse them. For example, the candidate points out that the image shows one of
the family is a doctor, and makes a point that 'you would think she would knew the
dangers of these people'. The candidate does attempt to develop this by saying
that the film shows the mother as 'confused' and 'tired and quite young', but does
not develop this enough for Band 3. The candidate is aware of the purpose of the
images in the film, such as the 'skin-heads' and that 'no mother would let him come
in', that one of the girls asks for 'Klausy' which suggests they have met or spoken to
each other and that the suggestion is that one of the groups are filming
pornography in the house. They also comment on the relationship of the mother
with her children but do not explain the significance of this. The candidate asks
the question 'how did he know what the little girl's name was' and answers this by
saying 'maybe Klaus has been posing pictures of his sister on social networking'.
Again, this is underdeveloped.
The comments on image and presentation in the article are brief and relate to
general web-page links such as Facebook, Twitter, although it does say that 'you
can access it easily'. The response comments that the images indicate audience as
you can donate money to people and that would be adults only, but this is a
simplistic comment. There are limited and brief comments on language such as
'they keep on saying the word 'protect' and this is linked to wanting to make sure
parents protect their children. There is a comment on the example 'Making every
child matter...everywhere' and some development of this, and 'Social networking is
the easiest way to stay in touch with old friends', with some explanation of why
this is used.

Conclusion
The reading response has limited comparison, identifying this as a Band 1 answer.
The comments on ideas and perspectives and language, image and presentation are
evident but underdeveloped in the main, a feature of Band 2. A mark of 4 at the
top of Band 1 is appropriate, given that the candidate has limited comparisons but
does make exemplified underdeveloped points.

Reading – Candidate D

Band 4 – 13 marks
Moderator comments:
This candidate has chosen the theme of Children's Literature. In the reading task
the candidate has commented on the Roald Dahl webpage and the Children's Book
Week webpage.
Comparison
The comparisons in this response range from sound to specific, with some specific
and detailed. Sound comparisons are seen on page 1 where the candidate compares
audiences, where they indicate 'this shows how organised text 2 is compared to
text 1' and at the end where they say that text 1 is 'there more to entertain rather
than be an informative piece'. The comparisons are not developed enough to be
'specific and detailed'. There are some comparisons that are specific and somewhat
detailed, for example 'Text 2 has adopted a more pristine, clinical look, with the
small, sensible font and the dull, mild colours...text 1 has decided on a rather
strange layout for its website...' and the comparisons of images that are developed
to be quite detailed.
Ideas and perspectives
The candidate compares the purposes of the texts - one is an interview and the
other is 'a more informative text', and the audiences of the texts, although in a
rather generalised way. The candidate shows awareness that Text 2 is sharing
information about the history of the subject, and that it is 'a good idea to try and
make kids read books'.
Images, presentation and language
The candidate’s comments on images and presentation are all clear and sound, and
occasionally detailed. The response comments on the use of sketchy pictures in
text 1, borders and icons in each text, font, colour, deliberate use of 'messy'
organisation, the reason that a homepage has more organisation than other pages
and the use of characters from books as images. In these cases the use of layout
and image is linked in quite a detailed way to the audience and purpose for the
texts. In a few places comment is not as detailed as it could be, for example where
the candidate comments on the use of a click box to direct to other parts of the
webpage, the use of question and answer format and the use of paragraphs and
subtitles.

There is some brief comment on language, for example where Roald Dahl 'includes
both the reader and himself in his answer' and how this relates to his audience.
What there is in the way of comment is quite analytical. The comment on the use
of 'momentum' is quite detailed and a good point and the comment on the use of a
slogan and its impact is relevant and quite detailed.
Conclusion
The reading response has evidence of specific comparisons which are not detailed
enough to achieve higher than low Band 4. The comment on ideas and perspectives
and language are brief but what appears is relevant and quite analytical. The
comments on image and presentation are clear and sound, with some detail there
also. Relevant examples are included throughout. A mark of 13 at the bottom of
Band 4 is appropriate.

Reading – Candidate E

Band 2 – 7 marks
Moderator comments:
This candidate has chosen the theme of Online Social Networking. In the reading
task the candidate has commented on the Internet safety film 'Where’s Klaus?' and
the Kansas state college article.
Comparison
There is some comparison throughout the candidate's response. The candidate
makes a basic comparison that 'Both texts tell us about social networking' and then
develops this by saying that the film indicates the dangerous side to social
networking and the article shows the positive side to social networking. There is
implicit comparison in the comments on audience. There is comparison of how
social networking is safe depending on how it is used and who people communicate
with. The response also compares why people use social networking sites and how
profiles are used according to the two pieces.
Ideas and perspectives
The candidate shows that they are aware of the intentions of the two texts, one
showing the positive side and the other showing the negative side of social
networking. The response is aware of different audiences for the texts. There are
some underdeveloped points which could be sound if there was more detail, such
as the point about how there should be care and responsibility given by parents to
their children, the impact of the two texts on people's perceptions of social
networking, the impact it can have on people's lives and how it can be used.
Images, presentation and language
The candidate’s comments on images and presentation are evident but
underdeveloped and in places descriptive. The candidate points out that the image

shows one of the family is a doctor, but this is not developed. The candidate
comments on the images used on the article and the point about the blurred photo
showing 'that anybody and everybody can use face book' is a valid one. The
comment on the use of the game character in the film is also valid and relevant,
and there are some relevant (if a little obvious) points on the man carrying the
camera and the presentation of the little girl.
There are limited and brief comments on language, and these are analysed in a
simplistic way, e.g. what the man says, the end messages on the texts and a valid
point about the nickname.
Conclusion
The reading response has some comparison, identifying this as a Band 2 answer.
The comments on ideas and perspectives and language, image and presentation are
evident but underdeveloped in the main, a feature of Band 2. A mark of 7 is
appropriate, given that the candidate has some comparisons but does make
exemplified underdeveloped points. To achieve higher in the band there would
need to be more comment on image, language and presentation.

