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• Introduction

• Welcome

• Ideas round-up

• Resources refresher

• Further support

Agenda



Ideas roundup
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Crossing out

link to blog 

https://codexterous.home.blog/2022/02/27/the-game-of-crossing-out-a-retrieval-game/
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Show not tell
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Andy's blog. 

https://codexterous.home.blog/2021/04/04/teaching-poetry-a-step-by-step-guide/
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Resources round-up
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What’s there

• Anthologies

• Exemplars

• Past network recordings

• New to Lit 2015 recordings

• SOW

• Top Ten Resources

Link to website

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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‘How to’ powerpoints



An Inspector Calls – an overview



Equality
Responsibility
Love
Power
Mystery
Reputation



Sample character question

8. Sheila Birling: Oh – it’s wonderful! Look Mummy – isn’t it 

a beauty?

How does the character of Sheila develop during the play?

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.  

[40 marks]



Plot – which events are relevant to the question, and why?  Fill the white space 

with ideas, adding any events you feel are missing and explaining their relevance.  

• Sheila accuses Eric of being drunk

• Sheila shows excitement about her 

engagement ring

• Mr Birling makes a pompous 

speech outlining his views

• The Inspector arrives

• Birling denies responsibility for 

Eva’s death, and shows no 

remorse.  

• Sheila realises her jealousy caused 

Eva to be sacked

• Left alone with Gerald, Sheila 

warns him not to lie

• Gerald admits his relationship with Eva, who 

had changed her name to Daisy

• Sheila is angry with Gerald and gives the ring 

back

• Mrs Birling tries to bully the Inspector

• Sheila realises her mother might have 

something to do with Eva’s death.  

• Mrs Birling admits turning the girl away from 

her charity

• It is revealed that Eva was pregnant

• Eric confesses to his relationship with the girl and realises she was 

pregnant

• Eric accuses his mother of killing Eva and his child

• The Inspector makes a dramatic speech about social responsibility

• The Inspector leaves

• Gerald and Mr Birling work out that the man was not a police 

inspector

• Eric and Sheila feel guilty; the others shrug off any guilt and relax

• The telephone rings; an inspector is on the way.



Plot – here are some ideas.  

• Sheila accuses Eric of being drunk

• Sheila shows excitement about her 

engagement ring
• Sheila apologises for not 

listening to her father

• Mr Birling makes a pompous speech 

outlining his views

• The Inspector arrives

• Birling denies responsibility for Eva’s 

death, and shows no remorse.  

• Sheila realises her jealousy caused Eva 

to be sacked

• Left alone with Gerald, Sheila warns him 

not to lie

• Gerald admits his relationship with Eva, 

who had changed her name to Daisy

• Sheila is angry with Gerald and gives the 

ring back

• Mrs Birling tries to bully the Inspector

• Sheila realises her mother might have 

something to do with Eva’s death.  

• Mrs Birling admits turning the girl away 

from her charity

• It is revealed that Eva was pregnant

• Eric confesses to his relationship with the girl and realises she was pregnant

• Eric accuses his mother of killing Eva and his child

• The Inspector makes a dramatic speech about social responsibility

• The Inspector leaves

• Gerald and Mr Birling work out that the man was not a police inspector

• Eric and Sheila feel guilty; the others shrug off any guilt and relax

• The telephone rings; an inspector is on the way.

Sheila is shown to be rather 
childish in her reaction to the 
ring, turning to her mother for 
approval.  Her excitement also 
makes her seem rather 
materialistic and suggests that 
the wedding is about status and 
façade, rather than love. 

Empahsises her youth, 
as she defers to her 
father.

Sheila is the first of the family to recognise
what the Inspector is doing and at this point 
she is contrasted sharply to her mother, who 
sees him merely as a social inferior who 
threatens her social standing.  Sheila 
interrupts her mother, and talks to her 
sharply, suggesting an emerging independence 
of thought.  



Context and Themes – look again at these contextual and theme ideas and tick 

those that are relevant.   Explain why they are relevant to the exam question in the right-hand column. 

Titanic sunk in April 1912

No unemployment benefits in 1912

Position in society very important 

to Edwardians

1912 coal miners’ strike secured 

minimum wage

Women were subservient to men

Family dynamics were very 

patriarchal, and children were 

expected to defer to their elders. 

Unmarried women were vulnerable

Suffragettes were protesting for the 

vote

Responsibility

Morality

Power

Age

Love



Context and Themes – add relevant contextual 

ideas to your plot links.  One has been done for you.  

• Sheila accuses Eric of being drunk

• Sheila shows excitement about her 

engagement ring
• Sheila apologises for not 

listening to her father

• Mr Birling makes a pompous speech 

outlining his views

• The Inspector arrives

• Birling denies responsibility for Eva’s 

death, and shows no remorse.  

• Sheila realises her jealousy caused Eva 

to be sacked

• Left alone with Gerald, Sheila warns him 

not to lie

• Gerald admits his relationship with Eva, 

who had changed her name to Daisy

• Sheila is angry with Gerald and gives the 

ring back

• Mrs Birling tries to bully the Inspector

• Sheila realises her mother might have 

something to do with Eva’s death.  

• Mrs Birling admits turning the girl away 

from her charity

• It is revealed that Eva was pregnant

• Eric confesses to his relationship with the girl and realises she was pregnant

• Eric accuses his mother of killing Eva and his child

• The Inspector makes a dramatic speech about social responsibility

• The Inspector leaves

• Gerald and Mr Birling work out that the man was not a police inspector

• Eric and Sheila feel guilty; the others shrug off any guilt and relax

• The telephone rings; an inspector is on the way.

Sheila is shown to be rather 
childish in her reaction to the 
ring, turning to her mother for 
approval.  Her excitement also 
makes her seem rather 
materialistic and suggests that 
the wedding is about status and 
façade, rather than love. 

Empahsises her youth, 
as she defers to her 
father.

Sheila is the first of the family to recognise
what the Inspector is doing and at this point 
she is contrasted sharply to her mother, who 
sees him merely as a social inferior who 
threatens her social standing.  Sheila 
interrupts her mother, and talks to her 
sharply, suggesting an emerging independence 
of thought.  

Sheila is represented as a 
stereotypical Edwardian 
young lady, subservient to 
her parents and naïve.  
Priestley perhaps 
emphasises this in order 
to make her later change 
more striking to the 
audience.  

Theme of age 
– youth 
taking over 
from older 
generation



Making a plan



Model paragraph activity

Specific text 

references

Sheila represents youth in the play, and begins as a 
rather shallow character.  In the stage directions at 
the start Priestley describes Sheila in terms of her 
physical appearance and her excitement about her 
engagement.  This gives the audience an initial 
impression of a rather frivolous girl.   Priestley’s 
depiction of her excited reaction to the engagement 
also portrays her as happy to follow the traditional 
expectations for the daughter of a wealthy family in 
the early twentieth century;  marrying somebody that 
will help the family achieve a higher social status.   

However, there are very early signs that Sheila will 
change.  Before the Inspector’s arrival she raises 
suspicions about Gerald’s behaviour but does not 
pursue them, which suggests that she is worried, but 
still too naïve to see beyond the romance of their 
relationship.   She is warned by her mother that wives 
must come second to their husband’s business 
interests.    This is emphasised when Arthur talks 
about how much the engagement means to him, 
suggesting that to him and to Gerald it is more of a 
business arrangement than a love match.   This is the 
first hint in the play that love means different things 
to men and women, and that Sheila’s engagement to 
Gerald will not necessarily bring her the romantic 
dream she appears to be expecting.  

Clear point that 

focuses on the 

question

Interpretation Context/

audience 

response

Detached critical 

style

Development
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Sheila represents youth in the play, and begins as a 
rather shallow character.  In the stage directions at 
the start Priestley describes Sheila in terms of her 
physical appearance and her excitement about her 
engagement.  This gives the audience an initial 
impression of a rather frivolous girl.   Priestley’s 
depiction of her excited reaction to the engagement 
also portrays her as happy to follow the traditional 
expectations for the daughter of a wealthy family in 
the early twentieth century;  marrying somebody that 
will help the family achieve a higher social status.   

However, there are very early signs that Sheila will 
change.  Before the Inspector’s arrival she raises 
suspicions about Gerald’s behaviour but does not 
pursue them, which suggests that she is worried, but 
still too naïve to see beyond the romance of their 
relationship. She is warned by her mother that wives 
must come second to their husband’s business 
interests.  This is emphasised when Arthur talks 
about how much the engagement means to him, 
suggesting that to him and to Gerald it is more of a 
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Powerpoint lessons/student guides

 Teaching and Learning Materials

An Inspector Calls

Boys Don’t Cry

Coram Boy

Refugee Boy

Poetry Anthology

A Christmas Carol

Jekyll and Hyde

The Empress 

Click here - scroll down to 'Guide'

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Support



Let’s get networking!

Helping you to share resources 
and support each other.

Pop your email address in the group chat 
and Pam will send out an email containing 

all your emails so you can continue to 
support each other. 
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Mocks Service

1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level 

English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

marking skills. 

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf
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The Full English Podcast

Click here for podcast 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/literacy-and-english/support-for-all/support-from-pearson/the-full-english-podcast.html
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Subject Advisor contact details

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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