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Introduction

The GCSE (9-1) English Literature examination 1ET01 consists of two sections and lasts for
one hour and forty-five minutes, with the recommended split of fifty-five minutes for Section
A and fifty minutes for Section B. The questions require the candidates to show that they

have completed a detailed study of two texts.
The total number of marks available is 80.

The paper is assessed across AO1, 2, 3 and 4.

AO1

Read, understand and respond to texts.
Students should be able to:

maintain a critical style and develop an
informed personal response

u se textual references, including quotations,
to support and illustrate interpretations.

AO2

Analyse the language, form and structure
used by a writer to create meanings and
effects, using relevant subject terminology
where appropriate.

AO3

Show understanding of the relationships
between texts and the contexts in which they
were written.

AO4

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures for clarity, purpose and effect,
with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Section A

One text from a choice of six Shakespeare plays from which the candidate must complete
two parts of the question. The maximum marks for the question are:

Part a) - 20 marks for AO2

Part b) - 20 marks for AO1 (15 marks) and AO3 (5 marks).

Total for Section A is 40 marks.

Text choices:

Macbeth
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The Tempest

Romeo and Juliet

Much Ado About Nothing
Twelfth Night

The Merchant of Venice

Macbeth was again the most popular text for Section A, with over 29,000 responses. The
second most popular choice was Romeo and Juliet with just over 11,000 responses. Fewer
candidates chose The Tempest, Much Ado About Nothing and The Merchant of Venice and very
few studied Twelfth Night.

Section B

One text from Post-1914 British literature. Candidates have a choice from six play texts or six
prose texts and have to answer one question from a choice of two for each text.

The maximum marks for the question are 40 for AO1 (16 marks) and AO3 (16 marks) making
a total mark out of 32.

There is also a mark out for 8 for AOA4.
British Play

An Inspector Calls: ] B Priestley
Hobson's Choice: Harold Brighouse
Blood Brothers: Willy Russell

Journey's End: R C Sherriff

The Empress: Tanika Gupta

Refugee Boy: Benjamin Zephaniah (adapted for the stage by Lemn Sissay)
British Novel

Animal Farm: George Orwell

Lord of the Flies: William Golding

Anita and Me: Meera Syal
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The Woman in Black: Susan Hill
Coram Boy: Jamila Gavin
Boys Don't Cry: Malorie Blackman

The most popular choice of text for Section B was An Inspector Calls with approximately
15,000 responses for Q7 and just over 11,000 for Q8.

Within the Novel section, Animal Farm was the most popular with 1,942 responses for Q19. It
was really pleasing to see that Boys Don't Cry had 1,519 responses for Q29.

Principal Examiner Comment

This has been a very successful series. There were no errors on the examination paper and
no erratum notices issued. On the whole, candidates have responded to the tasks
exceptionally well and the full range of marks has been awarded for all questions.

Section A

In Part (a) questions, candidates sometimes lacked a clear focus on language, form and
structure with responses sometimes becoming a little narrative. Although this has been
highlighted in previous examiner reports, several candidates included contextual points
(AO3) in Part (a), which is not assessed. Candidates should simply demonstrate their
understanding of the language, form and structure within the extract in relation to the
guestion.

Responses that did well often covered three or more areas from across the whole of their
chosen extract.

Responses placed in higher levels tended to:

e focus on the question

¢ identify a wide variety of language and structural techniques used by the playwright, which
were correctly identified and supported with evidence

e use accurate and appropriate terminology

e explain examples in some detail and consider the effect on the reader, demonstrating an
assured or perceptive understanding of the extract and the techniques used to present
the character/s.

Part b) responses that did well demonstrated:
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e awell-rounded understanding of the rest of the play and the importance of the given
theme

e succinct points, with accurate and integrated examples, which helped to illuminate the
point being made

¢ the inclusion of context which was appropriate to the point being made and was
interwoven throughout each paragraph and not included as a bolt-on at the end.

Section B
As in previous series, the most common errors in the play and novel section were:

e not focusing on the question

e not exploring a range of areas within the text to show a secure understanding of the
play/novel as a whole - perhaps giving only one or two examples and appearing to
muddle the assessment objectives - for instance, exploring the language, form and
structure and not including context.

Examiners commented on the success of the paper and generally they felt that candidates
had been well-prepared for the examination. Centres should be congratulated on their hard
work.
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Question 1

Macbeth
The extract was taken from Act 5 Scene 8, lines 3 to 34.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented the relationship
between Macduff and Macbeth in the extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain
the importance of violence elsewhere in the play.

Part a)

Examiners felt that this passage was very accessible to all candidates and marks were
awarded across the whole mark scheme. Candidates were able to discuss a wide range of
areas concerning the relationship between Macduff and Macbeth. Even weaker candidates
recognised the anger and hatred between the two men. Many candidates felt Macduff and
Macbeth acted as a foil for each other, representing the good and evil versions of similar
characters. The main areas of AO2 explored included the metaphor, ‘Turn, hell-hound! Turn!,
the use of imperatives to command and dominate and close focus on word classes and
linguistic techniques. All candidates were able to identify the hatred shown by Macduff and
Macbeth’s arrogance and the way he initially believed he had a charmed life. Even at the
lower marked responses, there was still an attempt by many candidates to use terminology.
Many candidates seemed to enjoy writing about the shift in their relationship when Macduff
reveals he was ‘untimely ripped'.

Part b)

Many examiners felt that violence was a very accessible theme to all candidates and invited
some very long and detailed responses. Many candidates went back to the beginning, noting
how Macbeth was originally celebrated for his violence. The ‘unseamed him from nave to
chaps’ was a popular quotation. Candidates tended to work through the play in order from
this point and many were able to discuss the different impact violence had on Macbeth
compared to Lady Macbeth. This led to contextual discussion around the way women were
viewed as gentle and more fragile. The violence surrounding Duncan'’s death was covered by
most candidates and this was then linked contextually to the divine right of Kings.
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The following response was awarded marks in a Level 1 for both Parts a) and b).
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Part a): Level 1 - 3 marks
Part b): Level 1 - 4 marks
Part a)

e Even though the response is only 1 paragraph long, the candidate
does show some understanding of the extract and the way the
relationship between Macbeth and Macduff is ‘violent and
arguementative (sic)'.

e Mention is made to how the characters communicate: ‘back and
forth’, and the reason for their interaction: ‘arguing about who will
win'.

e The response lacks textual references to support the points made
and there is no clear identification of language, form and structure
or terminology.

e Considering the length of the response, a best fit approach places
parta)in a Level 1.

Part b)

e The start of Part b) does go out of the extract to discuss violence
elsewhere in the play - the killing of Duncan - although there are
inaccuracies at the start of paragraph 1.

e The candidate does go on to explore how the violence of Duncan’s
murder ‘comes back to haunt Lady Macbeth’ and how she tries to
‘wipe the blood off her hands'.

e Thereis no explicit link to context. However, the candidate does
make reference to how Shakespeare uses violence as a central
theme to grab ‘the audience's attention and making them listen and
reflect’.

e Partb) is slightly stronger than Part a), so a mark at the top of a
Level 1 has been awarded.

\ Examiner Tip

Remember Part a) requires the analysis of language, form and
structure.
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The following response was awarded marks in a Level 2 for Part a) and Level 3 for Part b).
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(Section A contlnued][(g)
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+ Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 2 - 8 marks
Part b): Level 3 - 12 marks
Part a)

e Thisis a good example of a response that meets all of the
requirements for a Level 2 as it moves beyond a narrative approach
and shows some understanding of the extract and the characters of
Macduff and Macbeth. Whilst the response does go out of extract
briefly at the start, with mention made to the witches, and in the last
paragraph, this does not impact on the rest of the response and the
final mark awarded.

e The candidate does explore both characters and how Macbeth is
‘wary of Macduff’, ‘confident’ and ‘noble’. Whilst Macduff is
considered an aggressive man who ‘wants to kill Macbeth’, who is
‘fighting for his king’ and desires ‘revenge’.

e There is a lack of specific terminology. However, the candidate does
attempt to discuss specific words or phrases when analysing points
- ‘coward’, ‘sword'.
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L Examiner Comments

Part b)

e Partb)is a sound response that meets all the requirements for a
mark at the top of a Level 3.

e The candidate explores how Shakespeare uses ‘the power of
violence on people'.

e The main areas considered include: Macbeth'’s violence and his
‘heroic bravery’, Lady Macbeth calling on spirits to remove her
‘feminine features' to enable her to become more violent and the
violent killing of Banquo.

e The candidate also considers how violence impacts characters -
Macbeth becoming a ‘tyrant’, Lady Macbeth losing her sanity
‘believing she has blood on her hands’ and how violence leads to the
‘unravelling’ of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.

e Arange of examples are integrated throughout and used to develop
analysis.

e Contextually, links are made to the role of men in Jacobean time and
how Lady Macbeth attempts to break away from a typical feminine
role.

“TA\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Ensure Part a) focuses on the extract and avoid referring to other areas
of the play.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for Part a) and a Level 5 for Part b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 4 - 16 marks
Part b): Level 5 - 17 marks
Part a)

e A detailed response showing a sustained understanding of the
extract and the relationship between Macbeth and Macduff. The
candidate explores a number of areas including the tense nature of
their relationship and how it is presented as ‘villainous and
vengeful'. Both characters are explored and include Macduff seeing
Macbeth as a tyrant and wanting revenge for the murder of his
family and Macbeth as arrogant and ‘confident that he will defeat
Macduff and be victorious'.

e Thereis a strong critical approach to the analysis which is supported
by well-chosen examples and the candidate shows a sustained
understanding of how language, form and structure are used to
reflect the interaction and attitudes of the two characters.

e With regards to the language, form and structure, the use of
terminology is sustained and detailed and is used to unpick key
examples and develop analysis. Significant aspects explored include
the use of tone, repetition, specific word classes and sentence
structuring including pauses and punctuation.
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L Examiner Comments

Part b)

e Afocused response that meets all the requirements of a Level 4 and
is beginning to demonstrate elements of a Level 5, assured,
understanding of the play.

e The candidate starts by exploring the theme of violence through the
murder of Duncan and how it ‘shifts the natural order and creates
chaos'’. The mention of how the ‘horses started to ‘eat’ each other’
was particularly good.

e Another area discussed was the death of Banquo and how he was
killed by ‘three murderers'. The reference to the witches was an
interesting comment and showed an assured understanding of how
the different areas of the play and the character’s reactions to
violence interlink.

e Points are well-supported by examples from the play.

e Contextually, mention is made to the Divine Right of Kings, the
Gunpowder plot and James'’s links to Banquo.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Context should be interwoven throughout Part b) to support the
analysis of the text.
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The following response was awarded Level 5 for both Part a) and b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 5 - 20 marks
Part b): Level 5 - 20 marks
Part a)

e Whilst there are some inconsistencies in the use of names, this
minor error does not detract from the quality of the response, the
integrated evaluation of the extract and the discussion of how the
relationship between Macbeth and Macduff is ‘extremely tense'.

e The analysis of both characters is well-balanced and cohesive. Key
areas that are explored include: the anger and hatred the two
characters feel for each other, the tensions raised by their
interactions, the way they challenge each other both verbally and
physically and their determination to destroy their ‘enemy’.

¢ All points are well-supported with close and accurate textual
examples.

e The use of terminology and analysis of language, structure and form
is extremely assured and includes discussion of a range of features
including: metaphors, word classes, the use of the third-person, and
the inclusion of varied sentence structures to emphasise emotions.
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Examiner Comments

Part b)

Part b) is also a good example of a top Level 5 response. The
candidate demonstrates an assured understanding of the whole
play and the various areas where violence is presented.

The initial area explored is the way Shakespeare presents violence
‘through Macbeth himself’, particularly in the opening battle scene
and how he is a presented as a ‘skilled fighter’ and ‘warrior’.
Mention is made to language, form and structure, which is not a
component for Part b). However, it is used effectively to analyse and
explore the violence of Macbeth’s character when fighting
Macdonald.

Other areas covered include: the murder of Duncan, Lady Macbeth’s
encouragement of Macbeth to proceed with the murder and how
she acts as ‘Macbeth'’s spur for violence'.

The discussion of context is also wide-ranging and integrated
throughout. The candidate shows an excellent understanding of the
relationship between the text and context.

ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates need to show an awareness of the whole play.
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Question 2

The Tempest
The extract was taken from Act 3 Scene 1, lines 1 to 31.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented the relationship
between Ferdinand and Miranda in the extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain
the importance of determination elsewhere in the play.

Part a)

Many candidates were able to identify the simplistic relationship between Miranda and
Ferdinand but were unable to extract many quotations from the extract. The most common
use of quotation was the reference to the movement of the logs and how it conveyed
Ferdinand as a gentleman as he would rather ‘break his back’ than ‘sit lazy by’. Most
candidates explored the way Miranda showed concern for Ferdinand and her sorrow at his
labours. There were also a number of responses that explored their flourishing love for each
other. The analysis of language, form and structure was generally good and most of the
responses fell within a Level 3 and 4. Terminology was also fairly consistent throughout the
scripts marked.

Part b)

The focus on determination elicited a wide range of responses and areas from within the
text. Many focused on Ariel and his determination to please and escape and on Prospero and
his determination to keep power. Interestingly, one response focused on Caliban and his
determination to uphold his mother’s memory and to regain some credibility on the island.
Contextually, most responses focused on colonialisation and the determination of Western
countries to impose their rule over smaller countries and communities.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for both Part a) and Part b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 3 - 9 marks
Part b): Level 3 - 10 marks
Part a)

e The response meets all the requirements for a Level 2 and is
starting to show a sound understanding of the extract. The
response moved up just into a Level 3.

e The candidate has used sound evidence to support specific points.
The way Ferdinand would 'break his back' shows an attempt to
begin to identify specific language and try to explain the effect on
the audience. This is demonstrated again less successfully in the
explanation of his reaction to Miranda'’s ‘weeping'.

e The candidate shows a sound understanding of the relationship
between Ferdinand and Miranda by stating how it is ‘overwhelming’
and ‘sensitive’, demonstrating a sound understanding of the
different emotions each character portrays.

e There is a slight imbalance in the evaluation of the two characters
being more focused on Ferdinand than Miranda, but this does not
detriment the response.

e The candidate discusses the use of language and structure, but the
use of terminology is lacking, restricting the mark to a low Level 3.

e There is some subject terminology, but this is not explored and is
more implicit than explicit. However, the quality of discussion and
understanding of the extract reflects a sound understanding of the
relationship and justifies a mark of 9. There is a brief link to context,
but this does not detract from the overall response and would not
impact on the final mark.
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Examiner Comments

Part b)

e Partb)is slightly stronger than Part a). The response does go out of
extract to explore how determination is presented through a
number of characters and situations including Caliban, Trinculo and
Ariel.

e There is a range of textual exemplification that enables it to move
slightly higher up the level than Part a). However, the depth of
discussion and the understanding shown support the mark of 10
being awarded.

e Contextually, discussion is a little brief although the candidate has
linked to slavery and social hierarchy. There is also some discussion
of magic although this is not extended or developed.

e Partb)is at times muddled with part a) which prevents it moving
higher up into Level 3. However, it does cover a range of points from
across the play. At times the response does lose focus but responds
mainly to the focus of the question.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
When answering questions in Section A of the paper, candidates are
advised to identify which part of the question they are discussing by
providing a) or b) before the response.
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Question 3

Romeo and Juliet
The extract was taken from Act 3 Scene 5, lines 136 to 167.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented Lord Capulet in the
extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain the importance of anger elsewhere in
the play.

Part a)

The extract was well received and enabled candidates at all levels to be able to equate the
feelings of Capulet's anger and all were able to select quotations which they could then
explore. There was a lot of exploration of Capulet’s anger, particularly ‘My fingers itch’, which
was a favourite of many candidates; the better candidates also referred to his difficulty in
understanding Juliet's refusal to marry Paris. The repetition of ‘how, now’, the use of
questions and exclamations and the range of insults were very popular parts of the extract.
Lots of candidates noticed Capulet's reference to Juliet as a curse towards the end of the
extract and interpreted this in various ways from ungrateful, to his being deeply distressed as
she was his only child.

The main problem with answers in question 3 was a tendency to use the extract question to
answer on context, discussing arranged marriages in Elizabethan times.

Part b)

The idea of anger was appreciated at a number of levels across the candidate responses. All
were able to focus on at least one other area from the wider text. Some answers were brief,
confined to Tybalt at the Ball scene and his later fights with Mercutio and Romeo. The better
candidates roamed more widely: from the Prologue, the first fight scene and the anger
between the servants ‘do you bite your thumb?', to Capulet’s anger at Tybalt, his angry
reaction to Tybalt wanting to challenge Romeo'’s presence at the Ball, Juliet’s reaction to
hearing of Tybalt's death and the anger at the end between Paris and Romeo at the tomb. A
large number of candidates discussed Mercutio’s anger with his final declaration, ‘a curse on
both your houses'. Very few mentioned Juliet’'s anger at the Nurse for telling Juliet to forget
Romeo and marry Paris or her mother’s anger at Juliet's refusal to marry Paris and the
damage to their reputation. Context was often centred around the role of men and the way
duels were more common back then to settle disputes. Candidates did discuss Lord Capulet’s
anger and the patriarchal society.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for both Part a) and Part b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 2 - 6 marks
Part b): Level 2 - 7 marks
Part a)

e This brief response does focus on Capulet’s language ('l will drag
thee’) to make points about his character (‘cruel and harsh’, ‘a bad
parent’).

e Thereis limited development, however, and little use of subject
terminology apart from ‘image’.

e The response does fulfil the first bullet for Level 2, but the limited
use of terminology restricts the mark to 6.

Part b)

e The response considers relevant instances of anger in the play and
there are elements of a personal response.

e Reference to ‘violent outbreaks throughout the play’ demonstrates
some evidence of a critical style.

e Reference to ‘this...makes the reader believe that anger is not only a
key theme but will also cause a large number of problems..." shows
an understanding of the text as a literary construct and therefore
some awareness of context.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Even if you are not sure of the technique, ensure that you explore how
a particular word or sentence type presents a character e.g. When
Capulet says 'Speak not' the words he uses give the impression that he
is angry with Juliet and is shouting at her.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for both Part a) and b).
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Part a): Level 3 - 12 marks
Part b): Level 3 - 11 marks
Part a)

e The response focuses on language from the beginning, using
terminology (‘repetition of the noun "wife™) to make a point about
Capulet’s overbearing dominance.

e This is linked to context, which is not rewarded on this question, and
this detracts from any potential development of relevant ideas.

e There is a switch to Capulet’s use of language in his treatment of
Juliet, particularly the powerful, violent verbs such as ‘drag’ and
‘hang’, again followed by an unrewardable link to context.

e Thereis therefore an understanding of a range of language features
and relevant subject terminology is used which is sufficient for a
mark at the top of Level 3.

Part b)

e The response refers to a number of relevant scenes to illustrate
anger.

¢ In each case, there is a consideration of the characters’ motives and
an examination of how misunderstandings between characters
drive the plot.

e There is therefore a relevant personal response, written in an
appropriate critical style, using support from the text.

e However, the limited consideration of context restricts the mark to
just below the top of Level 3.

— sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
For Part b), ensure that each point made is linked to the context of the
play and or time period. This can be a short interwoven comment,

rather than a bolt-on section at the end of the paragraph.
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The following example is an excellent full mark response.
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 5 - 20 marks
Part b): Level 5 - 20 marks
Part a)

e The response begins with an assured analysis of the word ‘decree’
and continues to focus on the use of language to demonstrate a
perceptive understanding of Capulet.

e Thereis further analysis at word level (‘drag’, ‘baggage’, ‘wretch’) and
also sentence level (‘exclamations’, ‘short sentences’).

e Some unnecessary points about context are included, but these do
not detract from the candidate’s understanding of language to
evaluate Capulet’s character.

Part b)

e The response takes the ideas of the ‘grudge’ from the Prologue to
demonstrate how anger is a longstanding feature of the play’s
context and concerns (‘fighting was common’).

e There is close analysis of a number of relevant scenes, including the
street brawl and those demonstrating Tybalt's aggressive character.

e Thereis a fully-developed consideration of how anger ends in tragic
death whilst context (‘fate, fortune and astrology’) is woven
seamlessly into the response where relevant.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
A systematic approach working through the extract is a good way to
ensure a wide range of examples is explored.
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Question 4

Much Ado About Nothing
The extract was taken from Act 2 Scene 3, lines 202 to 231.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented Benedick in the
extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain the importance of change elsewhere in
the play.

Part a)

One examiner said that ‘These were some of the strongest Shakespeare questions | marked'
for this question. Candidates recognised the humour in this scene and how foolish Benedick
seems. The speed with which he has a change of heart was picked up on and candidates
enjoyed the juxtaposition in the quotation 'horribly in love’, relating this to his change from
one mindset to the opposite. The humour in the, “...did not think | would live until | were
married’ quotation was also very popular, and candidates recognised how Benedick is
convincing himself and explaining away his previous ideals. Most candidates discussed the
exchange between Beatrice and Benedick at the end and were able to recognise how he is
working hard to flatter her with the adjective ‘fair’ and searching for some extra meaning in
her words with the final question.

Part b)

Leonato came in for some heavy criticism in many responses. Candidates were able to
discuss his changing feelings towards his daughter with contextual discussion about the
patriarchal society and the role of fathers. Claudio was also discussed in detail with his
changing feelings about Hero. Although most candidates clearly disliked him for this, they
were able to recognise the contextual perceptions of purity before marriage.

57 GCSE English Literature 1ETO 01



The following response was awarded a Level 5 for Parts a) and b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 5 - 20 marks
Part b): Level 5 - 20 marks

Part a)

Initially, Benedick is considered 'confused' and 'taken aback'.

A short sentence demonstrates shock, reinforced by the
interrogative 'Love me?'.

The use of hyperbole heightens Benedick’s confusion.

In the middle of the extract, Benedick’s change of mind is
emphasised and explored through use of interrogative and
metaphor; it is considered to indicate gullibility, as does the
personification of 'paper bullets'.

Finally, the extract uses short sentences to show Benedick'’s
excitement, while realisation of his change shows development as a
character, although the repetition of the singular pronoun “I” implies
self-pride in his achievement of change, without acknowledging the
influence of others.

The response offers an in-depth exploration of the use of language,
form and structure, with consideration of their effect on the reader.
Relevant subject terminology supports clear, developed ideas and is,
in turn, supported by apt embedded quotations.

The response meets all the criteria for Level 5 and is awarded full
marks.
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Part b)

e the response considers that both the main plot and the sub-plot are
driven by change.

e Beatrice and Benedick begin the play with “a kind of merry war” but
by the end they agree to marry, concluding the sub-plot, after the
change from outlining the negatives of marriage to falling in love,
provides a positive ending and learning experience.

e the changes in the relationship of Leonato and Hero are supported
by detailed quotations and comments on context.

e this is a confident personal response, using full support from text
and context, meeting all the criteria for Level 5 and achieving full
marks.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Use a range of analytical words to link - this shows, demonstrates,
gives the impression, evokes, represents, symbolises etc.
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Question 5

Twelfth Night
The extract was taken from Act 2 Scene 4, lines 1 to 35.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented Duke Orsino in the
extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain the importance of sadness elsewhere in
the play.

Part a)

The majority of candidates focused on Duke Orsino’s obsession with what he perceives as his
‘unrequited love for Olivia’, which results in his melancholic behaviour. There was plenty of
focus on his obsession with music and how it relieved his ‘passion much’. Mention was made
to his abrupt responses to his staff at the start of the extract, suggesting that he was
unhappy and short-tempered. The higher level responses explored the conversation with
Viola/Cesario and his rather ‘pompous attitude to women and men’ and how it conveys him
as feeling ‘comfortable sharing his feelings’ with Viola/Cesario. The range of language and
structural features was wide-ranging and included his use of comparisons when describing
music as a medical ‘cure’ for love, a range of adjectives to describe various feelings and his
use of interrogatives when quizzing Viola/Cesario on what kind of woman she/he likes.

Part b)

In Part b) most candidates explored the sadness of loss, unrequited or narcissistic love and
how each of these led to the confusion in the play. Many of the responses discussed the
opening of the play and how Duke Orsino is lovelorn and sad because Olivia does not return
his affection and his opening lines referring to love as a kind of curse, an ‘appetite’ that he
wants to satisfy but cannot, calling his desires ‘cruel hounds'. Another popular sadness was
that of Viola and Sebastian following the shipwreck and their subsequent separation and
how both characters experience and deal with the sadness of losing each other. Sebastian
tells Antonio how he will ‘drown her remembrance’ with tears. The sadness of Olivia as a
result of her father’s and brother’s death was very popular as too was Malvolio’s sadness at
being tricked by Maria, Sir Toby, Sir Andrew and Feste.

The more able candidates also explored Antonio’s sadness and how it evolved from his
unreciprocated love for Sebastian and how he would even risk his life by becoming
Sebastian’s servant and travelling with him to Orsino’s court, where Antonio has many e
nemies. The context was neatly dealt with by many candidates discussing how Shakespeare
had defined gender roles, and the audience would have expected a woman behaving like a
man to lead to chaos and madness.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for both Part a) and Part b).
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Part a): Level 3 - 12 marks
Part b): Level 3 - 11 marks
Part a)

e The candidate makes a range of points on both language and
structure. The references to iambic pentameter are fully analysed
and show a clear and strong understanding of the effect it creates
about the character who should have ‘great advice and knowledge'.

e Explanations are extended and do consider the impact on both the
contemporary and the modern audience.

e Quotations are paraphrased, but this does not detract from the
response and does not jeopardise the analysis.

e Quotations are embedded into the analysis and carefully consider
the presentation of the character and the message they portray.

e Consideration of the title ‘Duke’ also subtly allows the candidate to
show an implicit knowledge of the social hierarchy at the time. This
is not required for part a) but is not used as a contextual point but
more as an acknowledgement of the power and status of the Duke
and his behaviour.

e Quotations are well selected to support the points made.
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Part b)

e The candidate does identify a wide range of characters and events
which create sadness. These are all selected from outside the
extract and do show an understanding of the play as a whole.
However, analysis and exploration of these points are not fully
developed.

e This response does not show a clear contextual link. However, it
does implicitly mention sociological issues and expectations
particularly in the final paragraph where it discusses ‘social status
and importance’, and in previous paragraphs where it identifies that
Viola has to disguise herself as a ‘man’ in order to survive
independently in this society. These points are rewardable as subtle
and implied contextual understanding.

e The response sits midway through Level 3 as points could be further
developed and do not sustain their critical analysis of the theme.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Remember context is not required in Part a).
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Question 6

The Merchant of Venice
The extract was taken from Act 2 Scene 6, lines 26 to 57.

For Part a) candidates were asked to explore how Shakespeare presented the relationship
between Jessica and Lorenzo in the extract, whilst Part b) required candidates to explain the
importance of challenges elsewhere in the play.

Part a)

Candidates at all levels were able to respond to the close relationship between Jessica and
Lorenzo. However, fewer were adept at extracting the quotations and evaluating them. The
higher level candidates explored the reassurance of her ‘sweet even in the garnish of a boy’,
which suggested his lack of judgement. Many candidates explored the lexical field of love and
the repetition of the word itself. There were some interesting interpretations that felt Jessica
was demonstrating her trust in Lorenzo by throwing down the casket and some felt Lorenzo
was being too demanding with the imperative ‘descend’. However, most candidates
recognised his attempt to reassure Jessica over her appearance.

Part b)

Candidates were able to identify and explore a wide range of challenges. At the lower levels
they focused on the challenges of Shylock and his feelings for his money and its loss, which
was inter-linked with the treatment of Jews. At higher levels, the candidates were able to
explore wide-ranging challenges from Bassanio’s challenge to admit the relationship issues
due to religion, the issues with the need for the bond in the first place, to some also
considering the challenges and vulnerability of being a merchant at that time. One response
explored the challenges of being female at this time due to Nerissa and Jessica's escapade to
court and another brought up the Prince of Morrocco and Portia’s racist comments about his
skin colour. They felt it was significant that a character like Portia, who was portrayed as wise,
was shown behaving in this way and that really seemed to underscore the extent of the
racism in Shakespeare’s time for the candidates.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for Part a) and Level 4 for Part b).

: Question 4 Question 5 Question6 K
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 3 - 9 marks
Part b): Level 4 - 15 marks
Part a)

e Although the response is fairly short, there is a clear focus on words
and phrases and so the response goes beyond ‘descriptive’.

e The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of a range of
language features and considers their effect on the audience.

e Some literary terminology is used to support examples (e.g.
‘underlying theme’).

e The selection and discussion of the examples chosen support a
mark just into Level 3.

Part b)

e Although the response appears to be unfinished, the candidate
considers a wide range of ‘challenges’ in the play.

e There is developed personal response and some well-developed
interpretation (e.g. the idea that the audience is presented with a
challenge by ‘Shylock’s morals’).

e Well-chosen references support the range of effective points.

e There is sustained comment on relevant context and these
references are effectively integrated into the response.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
As Part b) is a closed book task, evidence can be in the form of
quotations or paraphrasing from across the play.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for Part a) and a Level 5 for Part b).
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Examiner Comments

Part a): Level 4 (13 marks)
Part b): Level 5 (17 marks)
Part a)

e The candidate focuses on the use of key words/structure features
throughout the response, which is focused and detailed.

e The quality of the analysis is not fully sustained and there is
occasional evidence of misinterpretation/misunderstanding, but a
range of language and structure features are considered and
analysed.

e Relevant subject terminology is used to support examples and
ideas.

e Despite the fact that there is some inconsistency in the quality of
the explanation and analysis, there is sufficient focus on key words
etc to justify a mark just into Level 4.

Part b)

e The candidate considers a wide range of ‘challenges’ in the play and
offers a developed personal response.

e Some of the discussion reflects a perceptive understanding and
interpretation (e.g. the discussion of Shylock’'s apparently conflicting
responses to the loss of his money, his daughter and the ring given
to him by his dead wife and the effect of this on the audience).

e Thereis a range of effective, focused points, supported with some
well-chosen references.

e Sustained comment is offered on relevant context and this is
effectively integrated into the response.

e The response meets all Level 4 descriptors securely and there are
points at which it begins to achieve Level 5 quality, although this is
not sustained enough for it to go further into that level.

™\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
For Part a) candidates need to balance their responses by discussing
language, form and structural components within the extract.
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Question 7

An Inspector Calls

The question asked candidates to 'Explore how Eva Smith/Daisy Renton is significant in An
Inspector Calls.

All candidates were able to make comments on Eva/Daisy, even those at lower levels gained
marks by relating her poor treatment at the hands of the other characters albeit in a more
narrative manner. Prompted by the quotation in the question, many considered the imagery
implied by the names, including ‘Eva’ being similar to Eve and having biblical connotations,
‘Smith’ being a common working class name and therefore representing all members of that
class in society as a whole, ‘Daisy’ being delicate and pure and ‘Renton’ suggesting her being
available to rent as a prostitute and also violent tearing or destruction as the Birlings inflicted
this upon her.

Candidates were able to explore how each member of the Birling family caused Eva/Daisy to
suffer and drove her to her ultimate act of suicide. Where candidates really responded to the
question was in their consideration of Eva/Daisy’s significance in causing members of the
family to reflect upon their actions. Many felt that through this, Priestley could demonstrate
the rigid rejection of responsibility by the older Capitalists and the remorse and willingness to
change in the younger, potential Socialists. In this way, Priestley could teach the audience the
importance of changing attitudes and striving to care for each other in society, regardless of
class, in order to avoid more suffering.

The best responses followed the whole of Eva Smith's encounters with the Birlings and
Gerald and often contained opinions about who treated her worse. The less able picked out a
few examples, often just about Eva getting the sack from two places, having no money and
being raped. Gerald was often left out. Contextually, candidates across all levels showed a
good understanding that Priestley's intentions were to show his audience how vulnerable
women were mistreated, especially by the upper-classes.

One examiner commented on a response they had seen which ‘considered Eva Smith's
voicelessness in the play', or as the candidate put it "Eva Smith represents the unheard
voices of women”. This again allowed for context on the subject of women, their position in
society and their increasing demands for more equality.’

This response has been included as the candidate had answered both Question 7 and 8.
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Both responses were marked and the better of the two marks was awarded. The candidate
was awarded a Level 2 for both AO1/3 and AO4.
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Q7
AO1/3: Level 1 - 6 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 4 marks

e Theresponse is very short and is simple and limited with little
evidence of a critical style.

e There are limited textual references although actual quotations are
infrequently used.

e Those that are evident are not explored with only simple comments.
e There is some evidence of simple links to context with reference to
the ‘lower class’. However this is not explored further and is quite

implicit.

e AO4 - there is evidence of accurate sentence structure and
capitalisation. Spelling is mostly accurate. Spelling errors do not
detract from comprehension.

Q8
AO1/3: Level 2 - 7 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 4 marks

e This response is the better response of the two. Therefore this
would be the response the mark was entered for.

e The response is more focused on the question and there is a wider
range of points made.

e There are more textual references and comments are more
detailed.

¢ Although there is no explicit evidence of context, this is implied
through the use of key points raised such as Eva asking for a pay
rise, the need for charity, the references to the business (Capitalism)
and Eric's comments about money.
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@ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates must remember to only answer 1 question out of the 2 for
their chosen text in Section B.

The following response was awarded marks in a Level 4 for AO1/3 and Level 3 for AO4.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.". Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 4 - 20 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 7 marks

e The knowledge of the play exhibited in this response is detailed and
sustained.

e The candidate makes interesting comments which show a sound
understanding of the text and the themes within it.

e There are limited textual quotations, but there is paraphrasing and
referencing from across the play.

e There are interwoven contextual references which fully support the
points made.

e AO4 - despite some missing apostrophes and at times some varied
spelling, the general sentence structure and spelling are mostly
accurate.

ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Candidates need to ensure that all points are supported by well-
chosen and appropriate examples from the text.

GCSE English Literature 1TETO 01 98



The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e This is an interesting full mark response which considers Eva Smith
as a construct and does not make her the focus of the response.

e This scriptis an excellent example of how the candidate can
interpret the questions and how marks should be rewarded for
these personal critical interpretations. Eva is used in this instance as
a catalyst for the events in the play.

e |t has an assured critical style and demonstrates an assured, mature
and perceptive reading of the play.

e The response recognises that Eva is a representative of the issues in
society at the time and the reasons for this. There is a broad and
insightful range of quotations used to explore the many points
made.

e The candidate does use a significant amount of contextual
referencing. However, this is predominantly used to support the
points and exemplify the challenges Eva experiences at that time.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure there is a balance between AO1 and AO3 and that textual

analysis takes precedence throughout the response.
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Question 8

An Inspector Calls
The question asked candidates to discuss in what ways selfishness is important in the play.

The majority of candidates were able to identify instances where characters exhibited selfish
behaviour. The treatment of Eva/Daisy was naturally discussed, but some also noted how
Sheila had been failed by her selfish parents in imposing their beliefs of how young women
should behave, in sheltering her and bringing her up with outdated attitudes. The way her
parents use her as a commodity by marrying her off to Gerald for the benefit of their
business was also mentioned, as well as telling her to expect that her husband would have
affairs and to accept it. They also stated how selfish Gerald had been by cheating on Sheila.

As generally happens with responses to questions on this text, candidates tended to take
each member of the Birling family in turn and explain their interaction with Eva/Daisy and
how they had a negative impact on her life. Those gaining higher levels were able to relate
the idea of how Priestley presented selfishness as a typically Capitalist trait and used this to
expose the dangers of not taking care of one another to society as a whole and how attitudes
needed to change in order to create a better world for one another.

A few candidates seemed to assume that because the quotation in the question came from
Sheila, she should be the only character considered, but most ran through all the Birlings and
Gerald, pointing out how they were selfish and, in some cases, evaluating the results of this
selfishness with respect to Eva/Daisy. Sheila was evaluated not just from the point of view of
her selfishness, but also as a member of the younger generation, Priestley's hope for the
future. Sheila changes and admits her selfishness, though some recognised that whilst she
may not be as selfish at the end of the play, she is still far from selfless. However, her
sarcastic comment when the Inspector is discovered to be a 'fake’ that 'I'm sure we're all nice
people now', coupled with her earlier assertion that the working class are not just 'cheap
labour but people' does allow recognition of a change of heart that doesn't happen in the
case of Mrs Birling. Mrs Birling has discovered that her son is a rapist and a thief, but she still
holds to her belief that she was right to dismiss Eva's appeal to her charity organisation, as
'girls of that class' are beneath her consideration, being devoid of moral standing....unlike her
son!

The role of Gerald in Eva Smith's death was an interesting addition for some candidates, who
noticed that he remembered Eva's looks rather than her personality. Like many men of the
period and of his class, he used Eva when it suited him, then dismissed her from his
thoughts. As one candidate wrote 'lt's not just the selfish acts that define you, it's how you
respond to them that matters'.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for both AO1/3 and AOA4.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.". Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 10 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The candidate offers some personal response and there is some
reference to the text, although consideration of selfishness in the
play is largely confined to discussion of Sheila.

e There is some evidence of a critical style.

e There is some awareness of relevant context (‘during these times
).

e There is some relevant comment on the relationship between text
and context, shown in the final sentence of the response.

e AO4 - spelling & punctuation are largely accurate, but there is
insufficient evidence to justify a mark above Level 2.

- r

ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Candidates are encouraged to use the quotation in the question within
their response.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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< / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 18 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 6 marks

e This is a straightforward response, which offers a relevant personal
response, soundly related to the text.

e Comments show a sound interpretation, although some ideas might
have been more fully developed.

e Sound comments are offered on relevant context, although there is
some repetition here and occasionally limited development.

e There is relevant comment on the relationship between text and
context shown through the candidate’s awareness of the writer’s
purpose.

e AO4 - spelling and punctuation are generally accurate, but
vocabulary is occasionally a little unusual e.g. ‘abusement’,
‘unconsentually’ - low level 3 is the best fit here.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try to develop each point fully and to consider alternative
interpretations.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for both AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4. This is a
good example of a full mark script.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e The candidate adopts a methodical approach, covering a wide range
of points and discussing them in some considerable depth. This is a
assured personal response which shows a high level of engagement
with the text.

e Understanding & interpretation are perceptive and mature and the
development is supported with discerning choice of textual
references.

e There is excellent understanding of relevant contexts, demonstrated
throughout the response.

e Understanding of the relationship between text and context is
integrated convincingly throughout the response.

e AO4 - there are very occasional slips in spelling, but this is a very full
response, written with a high degree of accuracy, so a mark of 8 is
appropriate.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
AO4 takes into account the demands of the task. It is possible to gain
full marks even with one or two minor errors.
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Question 9
Hobson's Choice
The question asked candidates to explore how conflict is important in the play.

Many candidates explored the relationship between Maggie and Hobson and how he
appeared to victimise Maggie for her strength and power. Less able candidates were unable
to move beyond the relationship conflict of these two characters.

The more able candidates did consider the conflict between Maggie and her sisters, plus
boyfriends/husbands and Hobson and his daughters. There was every opportunity to look at
context in relation to the role of women and what was expected in terms of
fathers/daughters and marriage.

Another conflict considered was Maggie's choice to marry Willie and the impact that had,
both relating to Maggie's age, asking Willie to marry her and her role in their relationship and
her relationship with her family. Candidates often commented on the marriage in terms of
the class structure and how the marriage subverted that.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 8 marks

AO4: Level 2 - 3 marks

e The response begins by referring to the conflict between Maggie
and Hobson over Willie and also makes a more general statement
about how choices lead to conflict throughout the play. Mention of
the apposite title provides some context.

e Subsequently, there is a little more development of the
Maggie/Hobson conflict, although this does not go very far.

e The response is more than simple and certainly not confined to
narrative. There is some supporting reference to the text and a
mark securely in Level 2 is merited.

e AO4 - there are rather a lot of spelling errors in what is a brief
response.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Three of the four bullet points for Section B focus on the analysis of
the text, whilst two mention the discussion of context. Ensure when
answering a question in this section of the paper that the primary
focus is on the text.

Use the mark grids in the mark schemes to guide you when marking
mock examinations.
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Question 10

Hobson's Choice
The question asked candidates to explain the significance of Willie Mossop in Hobson’s Choice.

Question 10 was by far the more popular of the two for Hobson’s Choice and the focus of
Willie enabled candidates to talk about social divide and how Willie promoted social mobility.
Higher level candidates wrote confidently about the message Brighouse was conveying about
the need for change and how his ‘foot on the ladder’ was a metaphorical message about
upward social mobility. There were some engaging and insightful responses. Many here also
explored the relationship between Maggie and Willie and the best responses explored
whether their relationship would be more equal.

Willie's background as a child and the restrictions this placed upon him as he grew up, were
considered. His skill at boot making was explained. Willie accepted the superiority of Maggie
at the beginning of their marriage and allowed himself to be ruled by the decisions she
made, including his education. Candidates covered many relevant points and supported
ideas with appropriate context.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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Y ‘{ ResultsPlus
b/----._ Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 17 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 6 marks

¢ A clear example of a sound and clear response which shows a clear
understanding of the character of Mossop and what he represents
about society at the time

e Textual reference is relevant and supportive to the points being
made.

e Thereis a very continuous analysis of the physical and metaphorical
reference to the ladder which is used to effectively respond to the
focus of the question and Mossop’s representation of the
progression of social hierarchy at the time.

e AO4 - Spelling is mostly accurate but the inaccuracies such as
‘beggins’ and varied spelling of Maggie together with some
apostrophe inaccuracies keep the AO4 at 6.

P4\ ResultsPus
<\

) Examiner Tip
To avoid a response becoming narrative at times, use a PEEC format
with a range of discourse markers - firstly, secondly, in addition,
penultimately.
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Question 11

Blood Brothers

The question asked candidates to explain how the relationship between Mrs Lyons and
Edward/Eddie is significant in the play.

A number of examiners felt that Question 11 was highly accessible to all candidates and
facilitated a range of responses, including the relationship between men and women, the
gender divide, the divide between social classes and the relationship between parents and
children. It was also felt that the answers to this play this year for both questions were much
better, with far more development, going beyond the usual heavy preponderance of context
regarding the situation in Liverpool, lack of jobs and Margaret Thatcher.

A number of responses considered the relationship between Mrs Lyons and her husband
and whether this facilitated Eddie’s attitude towards his mother. Some did revert to the
narrative style but were still able to make simple comments about the relationship.
References from both the play script and the musical were equally able to access the
questions and respond.

Whilst some responses were heavily narrative, others selected more carefully and were able
to comment on the relationship of Eddie and his mother. Most used the quotation where
Eddie told his mother he liked Mickey more than her, followed by her horrified reaction.
Superstition was mentioned and Mrs Lyon's increasing paranoia, leading to the role she
played in the deaths of the twins.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 4 - 22 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e The response introduces the idea of nature versus nurture as a
factor in the relationship of Mrs Lyons and Edward/Eddie, who are
'Russell's representatives of the higher classes in Liverpudlian
society'.

e The idea of the guilt of Mrs Lyons is considered a feature of the
relationship.

e The relationship 'increases Mrs Lyons’ paranoia’, through her
attempt to control Edward/Eddie, particularly when she 'begins to
notice an attachment to his birth family'. Mrs Lyons' controlling
relationship contributes to the deterioration of her mental health.

e The relationship of Mrs Lyons and Edward/Eddie highlights the
differences between the families of the twins, bringing the response
back to the idea of nature versus nurture and how differences in
class 'effect the virtues and respectability of a family'.

e The response uses quotations which show a detailed knowledge of
the play.

e AO4 - the response is consistently accurate in both spelling and
punctuation.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
To move to a Level 5, consider alternative ways to interpret the
evidence chosen.
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Question 12

Blood Brothers
The question asked candidates to explore the ways problems are important in Blood Brothers.

The main problem identified by most of the candidates was the way poverty led to crime,
thereby creating a downward spiral for a number of characters. Another important
factor/problem was education or the lack of it. In terms of the latter, the relationship
between Eddie and Mickey, was very important, with Sammy and his attitude to school
playing a supporting part.

One candidate wrote 'Mickey had to get a job and take on adult responsibilities, while Eddie's
youth was extended through his education'. Whilst another candidate explored how 'Linda is
like Mrs Johnson, showing the cycle of poverty that can only be broken by education'. The two
quotations sum up at least one of the problems in the play.

Social class was used as a problem, exemplified by several instances, but particularly when
the boys break a window and the police take very different attitudes when talking to the
respective families.

The less confident students did tend to revert to a social commentary and many did lean
heavily on the impact of Margaret Thatcher and how she caused problems for communities.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 13 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 5 marks

e The response meets all the requirements of a Level 2 and is starting
to demonstrate a sound understanding of the play, which places it
justinto a Level 3 at 13 marks.

e The candidate demonstrates a good understanding of the play and
the problems faced by the characters. Mention is made to the
problems of Mrs Johnstone and how, because of her Catholic faith,
she faces the problem of ‘having many children’, which leads to her
financial problems.

e The other key problem that is discussed is Mrs Lyons' inability to
have children and her ‘desperation’ to ‘take a child’. There is a sound
personal response explaining how, despite her having ‘everything
she wants due to her middle class’ background, Mrs Lyons is unable
to conceive her own child.

e There is a lack of textual referencing to support the points made.
However it does move beyond narrative and there is some critical
discussion.

e Contextisincluded, although it is not always integrated throughout
the response. The context at the end of paragraph 2 is the strongest
part of AO3.

e AO4 - although there are some inconsistencies, it was felt that there
is sufficient complexity of language and structure to place this in
Level 3 at 5 marks.

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates are advised to plan their ideas to help them structure their
response.
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Question 13

Journey's End
The question asked candidates to consider in what ways Mason is significant in the play.

Many candidates explored how Mason was more than just a cook, 'he's a ray of sunshine in a
very dark place’. Consideration was made to the way he teases the men who are considered
to be his social superiors, thereby making a nonsense of the class system, which was decided
on the distinction between officers and 'other men'. This led to many well-developed
contextual points on the hierarchy within the trenches.

There were many candidates who explored the use of humour and the way Mason talks to
the officers with a very tongue in cheek approach, with the 'yellow soup' and his admission
that what Trotter thinks is a bit of meat on the bacon, is actually a piece of rust from the pan.
Yet at the end of the play, Mason becomes a very brave soldier, heading for certain death.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and Level 2 for AO4.
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 16 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e This response shows a relevant personal response, as the candidate
considers a range of ideas, although some are not fully developed.

e Comments show a sound interpretation, although there is some
repetition of ideas with limited development (e.g. Mason ‘is a comic
relife (sic) character).

e Textual references are relevant, but might have been explored more
fully.

e There is sound awareness of context and some relevant comment
on the relationship between text & context.

e AO4 - there are some errors, but the writing is generally accurate, so
a mark of 5 at the top of Level 2 is appropriate.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure there is a good balance between the discussion of text and
context. The response should be driven by the text.

GCSE English Literature 1ETO 01

146



Question 14

Journey's End

The question asked candidates to explore the different ways of coping in the trenches in
Journey’s End.

There were some impressive answers to this question, with candidates not only showing
knowledge of the play but also insight into why there had to be coping mechanisms in the
trenches.

For some candidates, the obvious approach was to work through each character in turn
explaining what their coping mechanism was and, in quite a few instances, linking it to more
general comment and context on war in the trenches.

Based on the 'working through' approach, most answers started with Hardy and the earwig
races then moved to Stanhope, drinking 'like a fish'. Trotter's circles and the importance he
placed on food came into the equation. So did Osborne's reading, specifically Alice in
Wonderland. Here, the more able candidates explored the significance of a book about
childhood, with a fantasy world that allowed them to escape the reality of life in the trenches.
Even Hibbert was considered, with his boastfulness about his rather prurient postcards.

More astute candidates considered how Raleigh does not have time to develop a coping
mechanism before he is killed.

The question allowed the discussion of the reality of war, as opposed to the information
peddled at home, through e.g. the poetry of Jessie Pope and through other propaganda,
which persuaded boys like Raleigh to transfer straight from school to the trenches.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and AO4 and was a good example
of a full mark script.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks

AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e This is a full mark response.

e At the start, the response focuses on the context of propaganda but
this leads smoothly into a consideration of the characters and how
each of them finds coping mechanisms. These include Stanhope’s
drinking, Hardy’s dark humour, Trotter’s fixation on food and
Osborne’s children’s books

¢ All these examples are fully developed, with relevant support from
the text, and neatly linked to the prevailing conditions of life in the
trenches and the class differences between the soldiers.

e Overall, the response lays out an argument which is perceptive and
assured with well-chosen quotations, such as Trotter’s ‘slurping’.

e AO4 - a sophisticated vocabulary and appropriate punctuation are
presented accurately.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Including examples from across the play/novel will demonstrate a
secure understanding of the text as a whole.
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Question 15

The Empress
The question asked candidates to explain how Hari Sharma is significant in the play.

Candidates were able to discuss the implications of society on the progression of Hari and
how he was used to exemplify the challenges faced due to the empirical rule at the time.
Candidates were able to explore his objectification and how he had to leave Rani to succeed.
Many were able to successfully embed the societal and contextual information seamlessly to
show his representation of the British rule at that time. Many also ended their responses
with a celebration of his success and how that represented the necessity to end the British
Empire rule at that time. Many were highly defensive of Queen Victoria's stance at the time.

One candidate linked this progression very firmly to clothes and appearance. ‘When first
seen, Hari was undernourished, dressed in rags and dirty. He was also barefoot...an
important detail. Towards the end of the play Hari is transformed, clean and tidy, wearing a
suit and....with well-polished shoes.’ This was presumably taken to be a visual representation
of Hari's rise from poverty.

Hari's other main significance was his relationship with Rani, moving from his attempt to
sexually assault her at Lascar Sally's to his final admission of love, when he returned
transformed.

In addition, Hari's significance was linked to his attempt to achieve fair pay and conditions for
his fellow Lascars, resulting in physical abuse and abandonment on the Cape. There were
plenty of opportunities for context in relation to the treatment of the characters and the
racial abuse rife at the time.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 4 - 21 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 7 marks

e A detailed and thorough response which covers a wide range of
points and ideas. However, it is not consistently detailed and
sustained. Comments and links to context are, at times, repetitive
and underdeveloped

e Thereis a lack of relevant and supportive textual references and
guotations.

e Some points are insightful and unusual such as the comment in the
middle of the response where the absence of Hari and his long
physical journey could be representative of the long journey to
success and freedom he (and India) had to make to achieve their
ambition and success.

e There were some key points which were not included which could
have developed the response such as when Hari takes Rani to
Lascar Sally’s and his dispute with the captain of the boat which
could have further developed the significance of Hari.

e AO4 - at times the punctuation is lacking (particularly in the first
paragraph) although this could be deliberate on the part of the
candidate. However, there are a number of sentences which are
over extended at times.

e spelling and vocabulary are both accurate and ambitious. There are
few grammatical errors which has kept the mark at 7.

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Although AO1 and 3 are equally weighted, three of the four bullet
descriptors are focused on the analysis of text. It is therefore
important that responses are driven by analysis of the text with the
context being used to explore the interrelationship between it and the
theme or character/s being discussed - (bullet 4)
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Question 16

The Empress
The question asked candidates to explore how ambition is important in the play.

The question was very well received and candidates were able to identify a significant
number of characters who showed ambition. The mid-level candidates were able to
confidently discuss both Hari and Rani and how their ambition represented the successful
integration of the Indian culture into the British Isles. However, higher level candidates were
able to identify the subtle exploitation of both Rani and Hari which fired their ambition and
were able to explore how these were consequential to their determination to succeed. Some
were also able to evaluate that a less confident Indian may not be successful.

Another key character who was discussed was Abdul and his wishes to become Queen
Victoria's 'munshi’, teaching her Hindi and perhaps something of the reality of her empire
and its subjects.

An area that was occasionally covered was the ambition of Gandhi and Dadabhai, with the
latter becoming the first Indian member of parliament, in spite of his contemptuous
dismissal by Lord Salisbury as 'a black man'. The creation of the home for ayahs was treated
as another example of ambition. Unfortunately, although Hari and Rani achieved their
ambitions, Dadabhai returned home to India, in his own eyes a failure.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and a Level 2 for AO4.
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</ Result<Plus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 15 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The response uses the characters Rani, Abdul Karim and Dadabhai
Naoroji to demonstrate the importance of ambition in the play.

e Rani's ambition is shown through her love of teaching and the
awareness of the importance of education for 'Indians ......brought
to England'.

e Abdul Karim's ambition was 'to be better than the average white
man'. He rose from cleaner to become Queen Victoria’'s friend and
munshi, creating enemies in the royal household in the process.

e Dadabhai Naoroji's ambition is seen as 'to fight against prejudice
and racism’, to help his people and the 'less fortunate'.

e The response shows some sound awareness of ambition in the play,
although making some rather sweeping conclusions about the
Indians brought to England.

e AO4 - there is some range of vocabulary and accurate spelling,
apart from problems with the use of capital letters throughout, as
well as some instances of weak punctuation.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates need to spend around 50 minutes planning and writing
their answer for Section B.
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Question 17
Refugee Boy

The question asked candidates to explore in what ways aggression is significant in Refugee
Boy.

As the question of immigration and refugees is a hot topic today, there were plenty of
responses where context was applied confidently. Although, at times it did tend to dominate
the discussion of the play, becoming more of a political commentary than textual analysis.

The main area considered by candidates explored the way aggression comes through the
relationships of the boys in the care home and from the war in Ethiopia/Eritrea, which has
such a significant impact on the life of Alem and his family.

The aggression in the care home revolves around Alem, Mustapha and Sweeney. There is
also a degree of aggression when the position of Alem is considered, with conflict between
the Fitzgerald family and Mr Kelo as 'there are procedures that none of us can control', over
who Alem will live with. In addition, the claim for refugee status gives rise to some
aggression, expressed through the use of capital letters....'DEPORTATION NO WAY. THE KELOS
MUST STAY".

Other key areas explored included Alem’s use of the ‘cheese knife’ to threaten the mugger
and Sweeney's explanation of the way his father had been aggressive, using physical violence
against him.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 11 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e Although this is a short response, the candidate does show some
understanding of the play and the theme of aggression, and there is
some attempt at a critical style.

e The candidate explores the presentation of aggression through
Sweeney and how he ‘threatens to stab Alem’, Sweeney'’s racist
aggression towards Alem, the aggressive nature of Mrs Kelo's death
represented by the sound of ‘gunshot’ and finally when Mr Kelo is
murdered.

e There are one or two textual examples to support points but there is
a lack of developed analysis to place this higher than a Level 2.

e There is some comment on context relating to the writers and a
brief link to the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia.

e AO4 - there are some inconsistencies. However considering the
context of the Level of Demand, a mark in Level 2 is appropriate.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Remember: evidence can be either in the form of a quotation or
paraphrased.
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Question 18
Refugee Boy
The question asked candidates to explore how Mustapha is important in the play.

This question was definitely the most popular of the two for Refugee Boy and there was a lot
of secure focus on the character of Mustapha and how he was important in a number of
ways. Key areas explored included the way he was a friend and supporter of Alem in the care
home and his role during the campaign aimed at allowing Alem to remain in this country.
Many candidates explored the way Mustapha shows pride in his involvement in the
campaign and how he refers to himself as 'The co-project leader of the Free the Kelos', and is
heavily involved in that situation. He also supports Alem against Sweeney's bullying.

As with Question 17, context was readily available, either through a discussion of the
significance of care homes and the work they do, the discussion of the role of foster parents
and, of course, through consideration of the major question of refugees.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and a Level 2 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 19 marks

AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The response begins with the relevant assertion that ‘Mustapha is a
vital construct to understanding life as a refugee’ and this
demonstrates that the candidate is considering Mustapha'’s role and
significance.

e Atvarious points, Mustapha'’s experiences are compared to those of
Zephaniah and Sissay and there is a recognition that Mustapha is
included in the play to ‘spread key messages’, particularly about the
importance of ‘ambition, friends and family’, and to teach ‘key
values'.

e Thisidea is illustrated by some references to events in the play, but
many opportunities are missed and the response is a little short of
detailed exemplification. It is worthy of a mark high in Level 3 but
not developed sufficiently to move into Level 4 for AO1 and AO3

e AO4 - grammar and punctuation errors, as well as some erratic
capitalisation, confine the AO4 mark to Level 2.

\ Examiner Tip

The mark for AO4 is based on the 'demand of the question'. As English
Literature requires candidates to write detailed essays, it is still
possible to achieve full marks for AO4 despite the odd error in spelling,
punctuation or sentence structures.

GCSE English Literature 1ETO 01

178



Question 19

Animal Farm

The question asked candidates to explore the ways the pigs’ control of the farm is significant
in the novel.

All the examining team agreed that the candidates had plenty to say about the pigs' control
of the farm. Some traced events from Old Major to the final scene, with others selecting what
they considered to be key moments, such as the Battle of the Cowshed, the expulsion of
Snowball and the changing of the commandments. It was interesting to see a lot of
candidates considered the milk and apples as the first step in establishing control. The path
the pigs take is fairly easy to follow, although weaker responses confused the changing of the
commandments.

Another approach was to focus on how Napoleon took control by thinking ahead and using
the dogs as his secret police, then treating the use of propaganda through Squealer, who
could 'turn black into white'.

The threat that Jones would return was also a factor in retaining control, as was the lack of
education of the animals so they were unable to understand the ramifications of what was
happening.

Fear played its part, through the show trials and executions organised by Napoleon. There
was so much material, candidates were spoilt for choice and the same applied to context.
Every character had an equivalent from an historical perspective, as did every event, so it was
easy to provide context and difficult not to provide too much. The balance was much better
this year, on the whole. There were some effective summaries of Orwell's opinions on 'the
callous and insidious ways in which public officials abuse their power." Another candidate
mentioned how 'Napoleon had no redeeming qualities, exercising control through
propaganda, violence and obfuscation'.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 17 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 6 marks

e This response is a sound critical response with clear exemplification
from across the text. There is some evidence of a sound critical style
and personal interpretation.

e There are some knowledge errors but these are slight and minor.

e The response has sound supporting references with paraphrasing at
times which is completely acceptable.

e There is evidence of context, but this is not overpowering.

e Attimes candidate comments are accurate but are not strongly
linked to the question.

e The response covers a wide range of characters and events and how
they are significant.

e This response does not move towards developed or sustained but
matches the criteria for Level 3.

e AO4 - at times the sentencing is cumbersome and does cause
issues for clarity and meaning caused by the lack of punctuation.
Spelling is mostly accurate. Capitalisation is accurate.

SR\ ResultsPhs
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that all points are fully supported by examples from the novel.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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</ Result<Plus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e This full mark response is strongly linked to the text throughout and
has a wide and apt use of fully linked (and integrated) textual
references.

e |t covers a vast amount of the novel and has incorporated context
references throughout. These are fully supportive and relevant.

e The response is focused and assured with a few minor slips on the
characters’ names. However, this does not detract from the overall
quality of the response.

e There is a very comprehensive introduction which clearly indicates
the points which will be made throughout the response.

e AO4 - highly ambitious vocabulary is used throughout the response
with one or two spelling errors which are all linked to the incorrect
use of double consonants: 'beggining', 'controll' and 'totall'. This
therefore does not lower the overall grade.

e |t must be remembered that the AO4 criteria is applicable across a
range of subjects and marks for AO4 should be rewarded in
accordance with the demand of the task.

.\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Planning an answer before writing an answer provides a good
framework and checklist.
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Question 20

Animal Farm
The question asked candidates to explore how determination is important in Animal Farm.

Many candidates were able to elicit a wide range of responses to this question. They were
able to explore the determination of Napoleon to be a dictator and dominate the other
animals. Many were also able to explore the determination of the concept of animalism and
make the links between the allegory and the Russian reality. Less confident responses did
still lean heavily on the context and at times some became historical recounts - but this was
less prevalent than in previous years; some more successful candidates used these
contextual features as a catalyst for their analysis.

The majority of Level 2 & 3 candidates did focus on the determination of Boxer - particularly
in building the windmill and his determination to learn to read. However, these were more
successfully linked to the idea of the proletariat than in previous series.

Determination and Boxer made a strong basis for the majority of answers. Most candidates
could highlight occasions when Boxer showed his determination to support Napoleon,
through his two mottos 'Napoleon is always right' and 'l will work harder'. Boxer's injury
when building the Windmill and his subsequent disposal was very popular. Boxer's lack of
intelligence and lack of education, along with Squealer's brainwashing were seen as
contributory factors in his determination to support Napoleon and, of course, he had his
historical equivalent here.

One examiner commented that: ‘For the first time that I've seen over the years, one
candidate argued that Boxer was more intelligent and was aware of Napoleon's evil, yet
supports him in spite of this and influences the other animals to do the same.'
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/3 and a Level 2 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 8 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The response conveys the importance of determination initially
through the character of Boxer, who says 'l will always work harder".

e Squealer is used to show determination, conveying he is a 'smart
animal', who, with the other pigs, is 'determined to silence
Snowball', so that they can retain power.

e The response is brief, but moves beyond simple, avoiding narrative
and selecting appropriate details, although the material is not
developed.

¢ Integrated quotations are used, showing some evidence of a critical
style.

e There is no context discussed, which restricts the mark awarded.

e AO4 - the brevity of the response means that, although spelling and
punctuation are accurate, there is insufficient evidence to award a
higher mark for AO4.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure all points made are fully developed - think about why the
particular aspect of the quotation is significant, what words convey
that impression to you? What does it tell you about the character or
theme being discussed? How does this link to the context of the novel?
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments
AO1/3 Level 4 - 21 marks

AO4 Level 3 - 7 marks

e the response explores a number of areas where determination is
presented and the depth of discussion meets all the requirements
of a Level 3 and is moving into a low Level 4 - sustained.

¢ the candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel
as a whole, selecting key events, which are supported by well-
chosen examples. Some analysis is at times a little narrative - ‘he
woke up an hour earlier than everyone else to get a headstart on
progressing the windmill’, however most of the analysis is sound
and showing areas of a developed personal response.

e the opening links to the quotation provided in the question and
explores the way Boxer shows determination through his ‘work
ethic’ and commitment to the farm. The point is well supported with
appropriate examples and there is a brief link to context and how
Boxer represents ‘the Russian proletariat’.

e other key areas discussed include: the Battle of the Cowshed and
the determination of the animals to 'keep the farm from any crazy
farmers’, the way the pigs were determined to alter the
Commandments to suit themselves and to enable Napoleon to ‘take
over the farm’. Consideration is also made to the way Napoleon
uses force and violence to achieve his aims.

e the response concludes by referring back to Boxer and his
determination to ‘gain some knowledge’ by trying to learn the
alphabet.

¢ all points are well made and in most cases well-developed. The
context is appropriate to the points being made and does not
overwhelm the response.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
Using topic sentences or key words to signpost each paragraph is an
excellent way to maintain focus within each section of the response.
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Question 21

Lord of the Flies

The question asked candidates to explore the ways Piggy is different from the rest of the
boys in the novel.

This question was fabulously responded to with many excellent responses. The use of the
word ‘outsider’ enabled many higher level candidates to consider the idea that being an
outsider was more about the exclusion of society than the individual. These responses
confidently linked many of their ideas to the novel The Coral Island and about Golding being a
teacher. The wide range of points about Piggy were highly evaluative and insightful -
particularly with regard to his size and his ‘ass-mar’ and his ‘specs’. The idea of the ‘outsider’,
and how society used them to further themselves, neatly dovetailed into the idea of social
divide and the impact of war.

Even at the lower end of the mark range, there were many responses that had a lot to say
about Piggy's differences from the other boys, starting with his physical appearance, for
example that he was fat, or wearing glasses or had asthma and moving to the underlying
differences of lower class/more intelligence and the voice of reason. Most essays covered
many of these ideas and were, as usual with this text, extremely lengthy and detailed.

Most candidates were fascinated by the importance of Piggy's glasses and how they were
used to symbolise a scientific approach and to show the importance of reason. The
destruction of Piggy's glasses foretold the death of Piggy, whose murder was often described
in gruesome detail. The context was less readily available than with Animal Farm but most
introduced Golding's position as teacher in a boys' school and the contrasting views of books
such as The Coral Island.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 4 - 24 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e This is an extremely well-developed and thoughtful response that
meets most of the Level 4 descriptors. Points are succinctly made
and show a thorough engagement with the novel.

e The candidate considers how Piggy is ‘different from the rest of the
boys ... in both physical and emotional ways'. The key elements
mentioned in the introduction are then developed in the rest of the
response.

e The candidate discusses the physical aspect of Piggy - being
overweight and his nickname, wearing ‘specs’ and ‘speaking
differently’. Whilst the discussion of the glasses is analysed in more
detail in the following paragraph, more analysis of the name ‘Piggy’
and his accent and background could have been developed further.

e The final area explored concerns the way Golding presents Piggy as
‘adult like when in contrast to the other boys’ and how he
concentrates on survival rather than ‘playing’ and how it ‘reflects the
macrocosm of society’.

e All points are well-supported by appropriately chosen examples and
the context is subtly woven throughout the response,
demonstrating the candidate’s awareness of the relationship
between text and context.

\ Examiner Tip
Use the exemplars in this report to help students identify the key
components within a response - AO1/3 and AO4.
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Question 22

Lord of the Flies
The question asked candidates to explain the significance of death in Lord of the Flies.

A wide range of responses was seen again for this question, but sadly very few mentioned
the significance of the death of the pilot and his representation of the ‘beast’. However, the
idea of the death of innocence was recurrent and well handled at the higher level.

The focus on the theme of death did enable the candidates at ALL levels to access the
question and did enable them to talk about the death of Piggy and Simon in some detail.
Again, there was less focus on the context and more exploration of the text.

Death was treated in different ways, from the physical deaths to the death of reason and
humanity, civilisation collapsing and the eventual destruction of the island during the hunting
of Ralph. Many started with the presumed death of the boy with the birthmark and worked
through the hunting to the death of the sow when feeding her piglets in an idyllic setting. Of
course, the murder of Simon had great significance and was explored in much detail. Finally,
the murder of Piggy represented the final nail in the coffin of civilised behaviour.

For this question, Golding's position as an officer during the war was added to his role as a
schoolmaster to provide background context.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e An ambitious and assured personal response, in which the
candidate demonstrates a sophisticated approach to the question
and considers the significance of death in the novel through a range
of thoughtful and subtle examples.

e The response shows a high level of engagement and a perceptive
understanding of the novel, as the candidate discusses ideas such
as the death of nature/the island, the death of emotional
intelligence and the death of democracy and civilisation.

e The critical style is sustained throughout and there is perceptive,
mature interpretation and analysis of some complex and
sophisticated ideas.

o All references are discerning and support and develop the points
made very effectively.

e Understanding of context is excellent and comments are integrated
convincingly and subtly into the response.

e AO4 - there are occasional slips, but this is a detailed, sophisticated
piece which deals with some complex issues and merits a mark at
the top of Level 3.

\ Examiner Tip
Use the exemplars in the report to help students identify the key
components within a response - AO1/3 and AOA4.
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Question 23

Anita and Me

The question asked candidates to explore how the male characters are important in the
novel.

The majority of candidates showed an extremely good understanding of the main male
characters in the novel and explored how they impacted on not only Meena as she grew up
but also the wider community. The main characters explored included: Mr Kumar, Sam
Lowbridge and Anita’s father, ‘Roberto’. The more able candidates also considered the role of
Uncle Alan and Mr Ormerod and Robert. A few candidates also used the quotation given in
the question to explore the role of men in Tollington and how it reflected the time period and
the way many communities in the north of England were impacted by the mines closing and
women becoming the main earners in the household.

The less able candidates did little more than provide a narrative response describing the
character of Sam Lowbridge and how he was used to demonstrate racism in the novel and
Mr Kumar, Meena’s father. The majority of responses commented on the presentation of
social class, particularly through Mr Kumar and Mr Rutter, racial integration in 1970s and
what life was like growing up as a minority group in the north of England.

The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.

GCSE English Literature 1ETO 01 212



. Lytrial Giten orvn

(Section B continued) QPO oL in fsti
............. Make chvadtd e ipatat Tohe novel_os oy ort tep=ta
.................... WWM& thigke 1o\ porty Maeena’s stegple for ..
.................... ng,....ks.et,.jm.....lndmin....hg..ﬁ....:ml!mm weadh” 3 Thy are dido signifscort fo

i e obgreses Jies-

AL
.................... e e .. Meenss fadhed is. ngmm 0 b ¥ Crusad T0...
Mw’f .......................... 9!. ....... hor cubbwe o part @ the Vonly. Pecjtbi.....

fm-thM I‘%pﬂﬂ o4 _the MWW“amM .....
Sowrte_ g embomsing ot”..ond. she Wanked fo Vit in® with their

o Nt . Hoveortt, by the. ond g the revel, Meena. RUK pride abont.

......... her nhm 04 she Shifts fiom_sheme to. Wed&n to go fo
It ond " i Some OF  thud oogue 0 1rape” Miglayiang @ Meer..
Shift_in_aMitnde , intienced by, Mr kuoner. Ao Theveghost He. ...
rnreh o the  Hindu RAVIL Disali, the fosticnl & light, detitedfy. ...
rvww 0. \Oe. ChiShondt” abe0. kgt Meves. to. commed With s
/ Y 04 0. Second-hend imonipmat Jdping 1o

................

||||||

............... Inrmmpoﬂrym 7 MM@ pem i) Bakn. in e (960
W the Indion Putition,. epertity-inchmmtemfiveist~ whirs many

immigadt_moved from . India_ink_Britsn in_seadth for the \\dict ieap
housing” like mmmg; ............. 2 who_rred to -m!m ..... Mng .........

213 GCSE English Literature 1ETO 01



F —
(Section B continued)... A4 WA mmi . ........ of.. St gt 04 ot Hhae fudg,

bk gi . .
who e (amplm mmwwmwm _____________________________ wie

dua et v s that WWW!@WP"JW @m ......
....................... W gl adomL o abeaulticg o bonktc flo with migey fiom Pekistan

........................ m.._nmm s ondtha male tigwe that js explor o chow the,_
Osul gm0 he. ot To gt Meena and har fromly o
e EOB O, TOMAL CSE for Yhe Sake OF thew cewbunt” o4 he. WL
......................... oolLeaking. donatont. rom Aeica sund od inode, the. comedion, ptnce st s
.......................... from. lrad e, 0. fiom Abcead . fiscther wmg;g e, ot _ ottt

[/

(T S 8 St s 14 Sy, A A Pt B4

........................ dnmlm{ bawnd
petolr hate by Wigg.-. St it 4285 pak oratt” fhe 5, 2e oF e’ bt
she lieJ again

............................... Mﬁfviwmxg”‘wtfmgw fotlan.
Howlety, o she. madwres, od”y proeeds to_net lie gre big poe

GCSE English Literature 1ET0 01 214



M,

</ Result<Plus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 4 - 22 marks

AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e After a sketch plan, the response begins by saying that the male
characters are ‘used as a vehicle to portray Meena’s struggle for
identity’. This indicates that the candidate is manipulating the
guestion to show how male characters are important to Meena'’s
development. This is a valid interpretation of the question which
asks how male characters are important.

e The response takes this interpretation to show how Mr Kumar is
important to Meena’s religion and moral growth; how Sam
Longbridge and others make Meena encounter racism and violence;
how Mr Ormerod is influential in Meena’s struggle with truth and
lies.

e |deas are developed sufficiently and the critical style is sustained.
There are some apt references to the text and comment on relevant
contexts, meriting a mark low in Level 4

e AO4 - vocabulary is carefully chosen and there are few errors of
spelling, punctuation or grammar.

\ Examiner Tip
Create a bank of discourse markers and linking phrases that can be
used at the start of each paragraph.
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Question 24

Anita and Me
The question asked candidates to explain the significance of childhood in Anita and Me.

A number of extremely strong Level 5 responses were seen for this question. All candidates
explored the central childhood of Meena and the stability of her family and upbringing. The
majority also discussed the childhoods of Anita and Tracey and how, as ‘latch key kids', their
life contrasted with that of Meena'’s. There were a few candidates who explored the
childhood of Sam Lowbridge and managed to link this with the concept of nature versus
nurture and how his bigoted and racist attitudes may have been influenced by his parents.

Contextually, as with Question 23, the majority of candidates discussed the racial attitudes
geographically and during the time period and how Meena’s childhood was shaped through
her friendship with Anita, Meena’s confusion over her identity and the desire to fit in with the
other children in Tollington.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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AO1/3: Level 2 - 11 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The response shows a clear and sound understanding of the text
and the character within the novel. However, the response is not
always strongly linked to the focus of the question, ‘childhood'.

e The first 3 paragraphs explore the character of Meena and her
childhood. However, the focus then is predominantly on ‘racism’

e There is a clear critical style and some relevant and supportive links
to context.

e Simple links at the end of each paragraph would have enabled the
candidate to use the points made as a stronger response.

e AO4: there is evidence of an attempt to use more ambitious
vocabulary and the spelling is mostly accurate and there are a range
of correctly structured sentences. Simple punctuation and
capitalisation is accurately used.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that all analysis is detailed and developed fully. Has it fully
explained what the textual example shows you about the character or
theme?

N S
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Question 25

The Woman in Black

The question asked candidates to discuss in what ways people are affected by Jennet
Humfrye's revenge in the novel.

Overall, examiners felt that candidates engaged to an extremely high level with this question.
The focus on Jennet Humfrye allowed them to explore not only the impact of the
supernatural, but the objectification and exploitation by the Victorian society which forced
her to make the decision she made. Many candidates were able to explore the impact on a
wide range of characters. Some (more able) developed their ideas to consider the impact on
Crythin Gifford as a town and even the name - ‘Cry’ + ‘thin’ - and how it left the people of the
town sad and weak and ‘thin” on the ground due to the death of the children (reducing the
potential population) and the villagers who left due to the impact of Jennet.

Some began by identifying Jennet Humfrye as the 'monstrous feminine', while others
commented on her position in the society of the time as an unmarried mother and the
exclusion she experienced as a result.

Revenge was explained through the behaviour of the people of Crythin Gifford and
culminated, or 'reached a crescendo' as one candidate described it, in the death of Arthur
Kipp's son. One of the most interesting ideas was that revenge destroyed others but also
herself, both physically through her appearance and mentally, since she could never re-
establish a relationship with her son.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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AO1/3: Level 5 - 27 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 8 marks

e The response begins by identifying that Jennet Humfrye achieves
revenge after the death of her son, through infanticide, but, in the
process of this, 'destroying herself'.

e The sight of Jennet brings revenge through the death of the children,
creating silence in the people of Crythin Gifford, who do not
respond to the questions of Arthur Kipps.

¢ Initially, Arthur Kipps sees these people as 'less developed' than
himself, as a Londoner, until Jennet took revenge on his own son,
turning him into the one thing he had mocked the others for.

e The response includes sensitive development of the idea that Jennet
destroys herself through her desire for revenge, which turns her
into a 'sickly ghost', with a 'ghastly pallor and a dreadful expression'
of 'purest hatred and loathing', 'keeping her apart from her son
forever'.

e The response includes a considerable amount of relevant evidence
from the text, supported by context that is strongly related.

e AO4 - the response uses sophisticated vocabulary throughout, as
well as a range of punctuation, including dashes.

\ Examiner Tip

The mark for AO4 is based on the 'demand of the question'. As English
Literature requires candidates to write detailed essays, it is still
possible to achieve full marks for AO4 despite the odd error in spelling,

punctuation or sentence structures.
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Question 26

The Woman in Black
The question asked candidates to explore the use of tension in The Woman in Black.

The theme of tension was greatly explored across a wide range of events and ideas within
the novel. It was clear that candidates were highly knowledgeable on the writer's method of
using the ‘causeway’ as a segregation and to create Kipps' isolation.

Many were able to explore the ‘sudden appearance and disappearance’ of The Woman in
Black. All were able to explore the use of ‘noises’ as a way of exploring and raising tension:
the door, the scream, the rocking chair and the pony hooves. Fog was also explored as a
method of raising the tension.

Contextually, candidates referred to the various tropes of the Gothic novel and links were

made to other pieces of Gothic literature such as The Castle of Otranto and Wuthering Heights.
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The following response was awarded a Level 5 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 5 - 32 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 8 marks

e This is an excellent response that meets all the requirements of a
Level 5 and shows a superb understanding of the way Susan Hill
creates tension. The candidate demonstrates a perceptive
understanding of the Gothic genre and the different tropes used not
only by Hill but by other writers.

e Mention is made to 'The Mysteries of Udolpho' and ‘The Castle of
Udolpho’, with particular discussion of the use of the ‘locked door".

e The selection of examples is wide-ranging and includes the
discussion of: Kipps telling ghost stories on Christmas Eve, Mr
Jerome's reactions to the mention the Woman In Black, the revenge
of Jennett Humfrye on the residents of Crythin Gifford and the
ghostly sounds of the pony and trap in the marshes.

e Exemplification is extremely wide-ranging and all chosen quotations
are appropriate, ensuring that the whole response maintains a
mature and perceptive focus.

e Contextually, the candidate has demonstrated a perceptive
understanding of the Gothic genre and how, by using the key tropes,
Hill is able to build and maintain tension throughout the novel.

To achieve a Level 5, consider alternative ways to interpret the
evidence chosen.

tsPlus

Examiner Tip
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Question 27

Coram Boy
The question asked candidates to explore how Alexander is important in the novel.

The majority of responses seen on Alexander indicated his importance in the novel as being
based on his refusal to accept the role in life that his father intended for him. The
relationship between father and son was strained and eventually broken, when Alexander
refused to continue his family tradition and focus on running the estate, but instead chose to
concentrate on his career in music, which his father considered unsuitable for a man.

Alexander’s passion for music was often discussed at length and seen as breaking down
boundaries in his life leading his father to accept him back into the family; the relationship
and reunion with Melissa despite the class divide; and helping him find his lost son through
recognition of the singing.

Alexander was also seen as a character who demonstrates how deep the bond of friendship
can run, with candidates discussing how Alexander supports Thomas in the beginning of the
novel and how Thomas sacrifices himself for Alexander later on.

Alexander was frequently described as subverting expectations of a 18th-century aristocrat
through his unusual relationships with Thomas and Melissa and his choosing music over
estate management.

Most of the context was based on class, the expectations society and family placed on
members of the classes represented and how the relationship between Alexander and
Thomas echoed this. Alexander's relationship with Melissa was also considered. Context was
generally woven neatly through the points, discussing the class system in the eighteenth
century and hierarchical structure of society - especially when candidates looked at
Alexander’s relationship with Melissa.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/3 and AO4.
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 9 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 3 marks

e Although there is clearly a focus on Alexander throughout, the
response is largely narrative as the candidate works through events
‘the first time we see Alex ... later on in the novel ...towards the end
of the novle (sic) ... at the end of the novel'.

e There are elements of personal response and some reference to the
text, although this is not always secure.

e There is very limited evidence of a critical style.

e Some slight awareness of context is shown in the references to the
Coram Hospital and slavery, but these ideas are not developed.

e AO4 - there are a significant number of spelling errors and
punctuation is weak at times, so this was awarded a mark at the
bottom of Level 2.

M4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure all points made are fully supported by relevant examples from
the text.
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Question 28

Coram Boy
The question asked candidates to explore how anger is significant in Coram Boy.

The majority of responses explored the anger of Otis/Mr Gaddarn toward his son
Meshak/Mish and how it took both verbal and physical form.

Anger also proved a significant factor within the Ashbrook family with Alexander's father
expressing his anger at his son's decisions by cutting him off from the family.

Other points considered were how Alexander felt anger at his father's inability to allow him
to pursue his musical career with his blessing and the misunderstandings in his relationships
with Thomas and Melissa, which also caused anger.

In each case, the context used was the pressures of the class system and its effects.
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The following response was awarded a Level 3 for AO1/3 and a Level 2 for AO4.
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L Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 3 - 14 marks

AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e Thereis some interpretation in the opening paragraph: anger is
‘spread throughout all the characters’ and is seen as a ‘hindrance to
characters’ dreams’. Whilst this is promising, it does not feature in
the rest of the response.

e We are taken through a number of examples of anger: Mishak and
Otis, Alexander and his father and Melissa and Isabel, although this
last is of very doubtful relevance.

e A narrative approach is taken, with some comments on characters
and their relationships, but very little evidence is provided.

e Contextis also lacking, although there is a comment about music
being thought of as a ‘womanly career’.

e There is understanding to merit a mark low in Level 3.

e AO4 - spelling and punctuation demonstrate sufficient control to
merit a mark high in Level 2.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure there is a good balance between the discussion of text and
context. The response should be driven by the text.
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Question 29

Boys Don't Cry

The question asked candidates to explain how teenage parenthood is important in Boys Don’t
Cry.

Most of the responses seen viewed teenage parenthood through Mel and, most importantly,
Dante, with reflections from Tyler and Adam.

Many candidates traced the move from 'it' to 'Emma’ as a clear reflection of Dante's attitude
to teenage parenthood. A popular incident to use was the attitude of the woman in the
corner shop. Aunt Jackie's positive approach was commented on, with respect to her
encouragement of Dante.

Candidates traced the changes in Dante's attitude to teenage parenthood, starting from his
initial horror and refusal to accept the changes that would be made in his plans for the
future, through his insistence on a DNA test, to acceptance of Emma and the realisation that
she had brought his family together in a way that hadn't been appreciated before. Tyler
insisted that Dante accept his responsibilities, while providing considerable support, both
financial and emotional. Teenage parenthood changed the relationship between Dante and
Tyler, bringing them closer together.

The reactions of Dante's friends was another factor addressed, often in considerable detail.

Context included the involvement of social services, the support offered, or lack of it and how
a teenager's future was changed.
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The following response was awarded a Level 4 for AO1/3 and a Level 3 for AO4.
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AO1/3: Level 4 - 24 marks
AO4: Level 3 - 7 marks

e The response covers a range of points from across the novel with
evidence of well-developed interpretation.

e There is evidence of a critical style about the effects of parenthood
from a wide range of characters and a sociological perspective.

e The response explores the ideas of prejudice and judgement from a
number of less prominent characters and the impact on Dante.

e Context is neatly embedded and the statistics are used effectively
and support the central theme and idea within the novel. It also
clearly enhances the candidate’s points.

e AO4 - there are a number of spelling errors: 'despiration’,
'expirienced' and 'benifits', but these are all a single spelling error.
When balanced against the accurate spelling of 'seismic', 'advocate'
and 'assumption’, they do not detract too much from the AO4
awarded.

e The response has a range of sentencing which aids clarity and
understanding.

5\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
To achieve a Level 5 mark, aim to include one or two alternative

interpretations when analysing the text.
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Question 30

Boys Don't Cry
The question asked candidates to explain how Josh is significant in the novel.

Josh raises so many issues in the novel, which candidates were able to discuss. The most
significant being the concealment of his homosexuality, leading to his savage attack on
Adam. The context here was society's reaction to homosexuality at that time and how this
impacted Josh, Adam and Dante.

Candidates credited Josh with bringing Adam and Dante closer when he beats them both up
and Adam goes to hospital - the quote ‘I'll go to prison for you, | swear’ was referenced often
here. Candidates were able to discuss the context of homophobia through the character of
Josh and his attitude towards Adam. Many responses recognised the significance of Josh as
hating himself - one candidate described him as both a victim and a perpetrator of
homophobia.

Josh’s closet homosexuality was broadly seen as the cause of many of the problems in the
novel, though a positive, often mentioned, was how calling Emma 'ugly' sparked her father’s
paternal feelings towards her. The main focus was on the beating up of Adam and how this
led to closer bonding of Adam'’s family. However, many more developed responses were able
to explore how this enabled him to become more ‘himself’. There was a response who
thanked the examiner for including this question - particularly in Pride Month - as they felt
this had enabled them to be more insightful about the impact of judgement and the feelings
of acceptability within society and then equate this to Josh’s feelings.
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The following response was awarded a Level 2 for AO1/AO3 and AOA4.
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Examiner Comments

AO1/3: Level 2 - 9 marks
AO4: Level 2 - 5 marks

e The response begins with Josh stating 'You hate us queers just as
much as | do', followed by a quite lengthy section of context.

e The use of the word 'hater' is said to convey Josh’s 'negative
personality and rudeness', but there is no evidence from the text in
support, rather another lengthy section of context regarding 'people
of colour".

e The response indicates Josh's 'lack of love and support', with, again,
considerable context; this time on the theme of 'toxic masculinity’,
rather than evidence from the text.

e The response is dominated by context, with some brief examples
from the text and some indication of personal response, through
the choice of material.

e AO4 - the response includes some spelling errors, within quite a
range of vocabulary, while sentence structures ensure meaning is
generally clear.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Any discussion of the context needs to be relevant to the point being
made and used to develop an idea rather than re-tell everything that is

known about the social and political history behind the novel.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

Please remind candidates to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet. Space is provided for each part. It does not matter which order questions are
attempted, but the responses should be in the correct answer space.

Candidates should avoid using extra paper. Ample space is provided in the answer booklet
to cater for those with larger handwriting.

Section A - Shakespeare:

For Part a) of the question, candidates must explore the language, form and structure of the
extract. Candidates should only refer to the extract in this part of the question.

Context is not assessed in Part a).

For Part b), candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have studied
elsewhere and give examples from elsewhere in the play. The extract should not be used
in this part of the question.

When responding to Part b), it is the candidate’s opportunity to prove to the examiner
their knowledge of the play. They should explore specific areas in detail or cover a range of
examples. Remember, context is assessed in this part of the paper.

For part b), examples can be particular references to other parts of the play such as
events, actions, character, and so on, that are relevant to the question.

Candidates can paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not
mandatory, particularly as this is a closed book examination. The assessment objective
assesses the candidate’s knowledge of the texts (AO1) and not language, form and
structure.

For Part b) candidates are assessed on the context and need to show their understanding
of the relationship between the text and context.

Centres should remind themselves of where the assessment objectives are assessed.

Section B - Play and novel:

Candidates should draw on their knowledge of the theme or characters from across the
play or novel.

Areas explored can be particular events, actions, characters and so on, that are relevant to
the question.
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e For Section B of the paper, candidates are assessed on the context and are required to
show their understanding of the relationship between the text and context.

e Candidates can paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not
mandatory, particularly as this is a closed book examination. The assessment objective
assesses the candidate’s knowledge of the texts (AO1) and not language, form and
structure.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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