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Introduction

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 - 1) in English Language is a linear course. It
consists of two externally examined components and one endorsement for Spoken
Language. Paper 1 is worth 40% of the total GCSE and consists of two sections, lasting for
one hour and forty-five minutes in total.

Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on Section A which tests reading with
guestions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of approximately 650 words. In this
series, this was an extract from The Dream Woman by Wilkie Collins. There are four questions
on the text which are stepped in difficulty with the following mark breakdown: question 1 =1
mark, question 2 = 2 marks, question 3 = 6 marks and question 4 = 15 marks.

Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
Question 3 tests AO2: explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and
structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to
support their views. Question 4 tests AO4: evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references.

Section B tests imaginative writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes
on this section which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 marks. In this
section, there is a choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading extract. One of
the writing tasks additionally provides two images that candidates can use to help them
generate ideas for their writing. Candidates can write a response that draws on just one or
neither of the images.

This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are such that all
candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities in reading and writing. In
June of 2023 candidates found the paper to be engaging and interesting and they responded
well to it.
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Question 1

Question 1 is a single mark question which tests candidates’ ability to identify and interpret
explicit and implicit information and ideas. This low-tarif question is intended to lead
candidates into the examination and was successfully done by the majority. The correct
answer is ‘ancient’ and this can be seen in the examples below. Some gave a single word
answer whilst others gave a phrase.

Where candidates were unsuccessful they chose a section of text from outside the given line
references or they chose a section of text which did not answer the question. Two frequently
seen incorrect answers were ‘desolate’ and 'obliterated’, neither of which focus upon the age
of the inn.
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1 Fromli
/

\.

nes 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This candidate makes a correct selection of the one correct answer.

s
-
o

‘”’ \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Candidates should ensure that they are clear on the focus of the

guestion and that they make a selection from the text within the given
lines for the question, including only the correct word or phrase from

the passage.
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1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

N,

~ < ResultsPlus

/“-—- Examiner Comments

This is longer response where the candidate chooses a phrase from
the extract. The phrase contains the correct answer.

”" 'f \ ResultsPlus
\\

| Examiner Tip
By focusing on the wording of the question you will know if it is

acceptable to put a single word down as your answer rather than
having to find a phrase.
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1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

™\ /
NS ResultsPlus

/'--. Examiner Comments
This response does not achieve a mark as it makes an incorrect
selection from the text that does not answer the question.

\. J

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The key to getting the answer to this question right is focussing on the
wording of the question and being clear on what is being asked for.
The question asked the candidate to identify a word or phrase that
showed the inn is very old. The correct answer is therefore going to be
a word or phrase about age. The candidate has selected a phrase
which is about the condition of the inn, not its age.
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1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

“Arcient. STOne. buidand; . ghawT

N

~ ‘\/ ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

This is a correct selection and it is given 1 mark. This response also
includes an explanation which is not asked for and is not needed.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Question 1 always focuses upon selection of text. Make sure that you
do not use up your valuable time by giving explanations which are not
needed in order to to gain the mark.
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Question 2

Question 2 is worth 2 marks and, like question 1, tests candidates’ ability to identify and
interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. This question develops from question 1
by asking candidates to focus upon a longer section of text and by allowing candidates to
express answers in their own words as well as using quotations from the text. The question
asks candidates to ‘give two things that show how deserted the place is.’

The layout, with its use of separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is intended to structure the
answer for candidates and to ensure that they include two ways, in order to gain the 2 marks
that are available.

This question was answered successfully by the majority, with most candidates achieving at
least 1 mark and many achieving full marks. The mark scheme details seven correct
responses. Where candidates were unsuccessful, they often failed to provide two parts to
their answer or sometimes referred to text from outside the line references given. Some
candidates selected that 'the painting on the sign-board is obliterated’ which gives
information about the upkeep of the town and its appearance, which was not the focus of
the question, and failed to recognise that this particular section of text is not part of the
selection of lines given.
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2 Read this extract.

g !
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is

composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an

ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is

obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A

cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of

the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through

the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into

the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human

creature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

a\ -
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This response achieves 2 marks as it selects two quotations from the

passage which are in the mark scheme. In addition, this answer makes
use of the two lines to separate the two elements it identifies.

A\
T\ ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip

The numbered lines are there to help you separate the two parts of
your answer. Please make good use of them.
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2 Read this extract.

' it
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is

composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an

ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is

obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A

cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of

the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through

the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into

the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human

creature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

UNO haman . Crlutud Lo anfwes udeal eale
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a\___

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response shows a candidate who has selected a direct quotation
for the first part of the answer and has used his or her own words in
response to the second part of the question. Both of these answers
are accurate and acceptable and this answer is awarded 2 marks.

A
=

/\Vj ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
Unlike question 1, this question explicitly states that you can 'use your
own words or quotations from the text'. Sometimes you may find it
easier to sum things up in your own words and that is okay for
question 2.
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2 Read this extract.

s 5
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is

composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an
ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is
obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A
cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of
the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the rallway. We pass through
the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into
the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human
creature to answer when | call,

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

N\

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response does not focus upon 'how deserted the place is' and so
it does not achieve a mark for either of its answers.

A\

-~ W4\ ResultsPlus

\_} Examiner Tip

Check your answer after you have written it. Make sure you have
focused on the key word/s in the question. In this case it is how
deserted the place is.
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2 Read this extract.

-
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is
composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an
ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is
obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A
cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of
the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through
the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into
the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human
creature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

/R A
1 /f-mﬂk 0000 o et Ot e

f

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer makes one correct selection for the first part of the
answer. The second part is not focused on 'how deserted the place is'
and so it does not achieve a mark for the second answer. So, this
answer is given a mark of 1.

."f H'

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
There are usually many correct answers that will get you both marks
for this question. If you are not sure, go back to the text and find a
different answer. For this answer there were at least seven correct
answers that would have achieved the marks.
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Question 3

Question 3 is worth 6 marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, comment on and analyse
how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using
relevant subject terminology to support their views. The most notable feature of this
qguestion is that it asks candidates to comment upon both language and structure. The mark
scheme is split into three levels of 3 marks each with the instruction that, ‘responses that are
unbalanced cannot access level 2 or above.’ In order to access the marks in levels 2 and 3, it
is not necessary for the language and structure comments to be equally weighted, only that
the answer must contain reference to both. This is an important feature and one that centres
should make candidates fully aware of. However, candidates should use the mark tariff as a
guide about how much to write in response in this question and it is quite possible to attain
all 6 marks in the space provided in the answer booklet. There is an example of a response
that achieves a level 3 mark below. Candidates should take care not to spend too long
responding to question 3 at the expense of later questions on the paper.

The question asks candidates to explain how the writer uses language and structure to
describe the experiences of Percy Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable in the given lines.
Stronger answers were those that offered an analysis of both features and which were
focused upon how the writer used these to present the experiences of the two characters.
Many chose to comment upon the adjectives and adverbs used by the writer: 'eager and
agitated', 'worn, withered, woebegone', 'gracefully’, and 'nervously' and were able to quote
and to give a brief explanation of how these language choices showed the different
experiences of Percy Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank. Stronger answers were also able to offer
insights into structure, recognising the structure as a rising trajectory of shock and surprise,
from Mrs Fairbank idly sauntering and peeping behind doors in an almost playful manner at
the start of the extract to the alarming discovery of the sleeping stableman and the shocking
things he is saying in his sleep.

Weaker responses often failed to appreciate the enigmatic quality of the stableman and the
isolation of Percy and Mrs Fairbanks, in a deserted town with no obvious means of support,
with the only living creature possibly recounting the details of a murder he has committed or
witnessed. They often wrote about only language or structure or only offered comments
upon isolated features and did not clearly explain the effects that the writer had sought to
achieve and were not able to examine in detail those features and so reach the marks in
levels 2 and 3.

GCSE English Language 1ENO 01
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3 Read this extract.

o L LOWA

Mrs. FairbankiSalifiters®igracefully down the length of the yard and does— MM{ ~Clpawig)
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place, She opens

every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered mj

~

breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last

time, when I hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me: MG Faitlonid
“Percy! Come here!” — LY laM AL MunAned ,
Hefvoicelséagerand agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the A iy
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view. - dOXpHwt
I'hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife. DA
She has furedfilly nd GREMEAMRRRISBIENE Sy "y
| “Good heavens!” she cries; “look at thatt".~ *+LLtum [ H v %
| look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In MWS - Qe )
‘one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep. j ~ YOG A
umjmwj 0dy WM
How does the writer use language and structure to déseribethe experiences of Percyy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbankiin the stable?
Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)

AN KA ety M W COONSAN. . ad R0 XA
t’u& Em*pm pRLOMAA AR WADWAL . (OMMAGRMAC O Rt %6, et mw
ool Y A o) diodoopst mm\ DYV TIVIITE TS
s o Porn . losn e VT aind " foed it

mm;wmmwass;mmtmmrmuu?mmﬁm
R mmm e A gL EWauMaR A ondon

W wmmphﬁtwmmwmamd
w A At A darned " polt owd  (aXOMR e

...................... Dostuoudl " ey e wom, T dj vt ool tede

i LYY ¥ it tan ﬁhmll..l al i wnent  Dioltue®

15 GCSE English Language 1ENO 01



nd . (lowd .t sm\, Wat, mmwgm&hu&wu

..Addmmu%\ e pﬂmw bt Pm ot
LS. SHPUHAMLR. M. \ae e.m»@w mmqam

A ............... f..‘ ...... ummjwamaﬁ‘wn m&% A AL mm’h

wumd%mbedwm A mmmﬁ e ML AR ....

....... swwe‘rsmmm wm s SR WA

......... LW% aMLitd ha,. a0 MR A, M&

md;uhw\mpqmu\ X0 A mmgm g Ade.. o\
CAUAUL 00 Sureing b Aol Tl ady 04 A

Jwiniied”wad T amanied L pOUAL R wows. BA An(ard s

N ond mmwdw\tﬁ

I\

%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a very strong response that covers both language and structure
and meets all of the criteria for a top level 3 mark.

The response opens with the identification of dialogue and the
repeated use of exclamatives with relevant quotations to support the
points made. There is a developed analysis of Mrs Fairbank’s feelings
about her experience. This is followed by insightful analysis of the use
of the adjective ‘pale’.

In the second paragraph the candidate refers to the use of a multi-
clausal sentence and then analyses the effect of the listing of
adjectives, with appropriate textual support. This answer shows a
strong understanding of the writer's techniques and analyses both
language and structure with ease and confidence.
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5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Always focus upon the quality of your answer rather than its length.
This answer achieves full marks because of the quality of its analysis,

which it achieves well within the amount of space available for the
answer.
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3 Read this extract.

Mrs. Fairbank saunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me:

“Percy! Come here!”

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view.
| hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife.
She has turned pale, and catches me nervously by the arm.

“Good heavens!” she cries; “look at that!”

| look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In
one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.

A worn, withered, woebegone** man in a stableman’s clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale
of past sorrow or suffering.

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)
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p / ResultsPlus
/---". Examiner Comments

This is a lower level 2 response.

The opening paragraph is a little vague, but in the second paragraph
the candidate explains the use of adjectives, such as ‘eager’ and
‘agitated’ and looks at the effect on the reader. The third paragraph is
weaker, though some structural devices are identified such as the use
of the exclamation marks, however the answer does not include
supporting references for this point. There is some valid comment on
the use of single sentences. This answer covers both language and
structure and so it moves into level 2 but lacks the quality of insight
and the supporting references to move into level 3.

WA\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try to make sure that you include supporting references for any

comments that you make. Re-read your answer when you have
finished to make sure that you have included references throughout.
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3 Read this extract.

-

Mrs. Fairbank saunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me:

"- 'C I y - e\ ournokeersy

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view.
| hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wlfe
She has tugmespaley and catches me nervously by the arm.

fecu”
w at that!”

" | look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In

one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.
friove  aWCatie.

A wemnmwitheiedswoebegone™ man in a stableman’s clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale

Lofpastwofsmng- s —p o N .h\ﬁ-ﬁ"w

A

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)
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« { ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments
This is an answer that is able to analyse both language and structure
and so achieves top marks.

The candidate immediately identifies the changing mood in the extract.
This is very focused and the candidate structures this part of the
answer with key words 'initially’, '"however' and 'furthermore' indicating
that it is focused upon explaining its understanding of a change that
occurs across the whole extract. The candidate analyses a range of
language (eg ‘saunters’ and ‘heavens’) and structure devices (eg
repetition and exclamation) to develop this point with some
sophisticated interpretation of language.

The answer goes on to analyse a range of language and structure
devices to show how ‘upsetting’ the experience was. The selection of
references is discriminating throughout and clarifies the points being
made.

S\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
To answer about structure you should write about how the extract
begins and where it leaves the reader at the end. You should try to
explain why you think the writer has structured the writing in this way.
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Question 4

Question 4 is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates would be wise to
ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question.

This question tests candidates’ ability to evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations
with appropriate textual references. The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has
been achieved, not merely upon how it has been achieved; it is an assessment of the relative
success of the writer rather than simply an explanation of the techniques that have been
used. It is true that in order to offer a meaningful evaluation one must be able to show a
well-informed understanding of the text and be able to support this with close reference to
the text. The focus of this question was upon how successfully the writer had attempted to
create a sense of mystery. This was a familiar focus for candidates and one that they took in
their stride.

Once again, candidates must focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful.
Better answers offered wide-ranging evaluations that were closely focused upon the
assessment objective and which used apt text selection to support the points being made.
The majority agreed that the writer had successfully created a growing sense of mystery in
the passage and were able to choose supporting quotations and give a comment or
explanation. Many made a link between the desolate and deserted village and the
mysterious, dishevilled man who remains at the heart of the text as an enigma: is he a victim,
a perpetrator or a witness to murder? It is clear that many candidates have been taught
evaluative vocabulary to use in response to this question, however it is only the strongest
answers that are able to apply that vocabulary in a way that shows evaluation and produces
writing that is genuinly critical and detached.

Weaker answers sometimes concentrated entirely upon the stableman, not recognising the
importance of the setting in the creation of mystery. Only stronger answers were able to
comment upon the different perspectives of Percy and Mrs Fairbanks and how the narrator
builds mystery through her observations and reactions, which the reader and Percy have to
wait to be explained. Weaker answers were often brief and lacking in development.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

This is a level 5 response that achieves full marks.

The response begins with an insightful evaluation of the setting, which
the candidate states ‘establishes mystery’ as it isolates Percy and Mrs
Fairbanks. Apt and discriminating textual references are embedded
from the start and this is a feature of this answer.

The candidate perceptively recognises that there are layers to the
theme of mystery and identifies the contrasting behaviour of Mr and
Mrs Fairbanks as creating an imbalance which builds up to the
discovery of the man. They evaluate the way the writer reveals the
mystery to one character but not the other or to the reader to create
suspense. This is a sensitive understanding of the writer's technique
and the way in which a first person narrative can be used as a tool to
withold understanding from the reader, and so build a sense of
mystery in the manner in which the story is told, not merely in the
content that is described.

This candidate is also spotting the subtler details of the text which
suggests a careful reading - they recognise it is strange for the man to
sleep during the day and in such an unusual place - and works hard to
interpret the clues given by the writer, such as ‘the bright light of
interrogation’.

In summary, this is a sustained and detached critical overview with
strong judgements and a focused use of quotations which is highly
persuasive and convincing in its presentation of ideas.
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Examiner Tip

Look at how this answer opens with an evaluative comment that sees
the text as a construct in which the writer has 'placed' the characters
in such a setting and in such a situation in order to create a sense of
mystery. This approach is characteristic of a level 5 answer if it is
successfully sustained throughout the response.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery. i
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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There are a limited number of points made which are valid but are not
developed in any way: ‘How is it that a whole town has no one there,
that's a mystery.’ There is some clear understanding and engagement
with the extract is clear, which keeps this response away from being
given a level 1 mark. The answer does also find relevant quotations
however fails to address the first bullet point of the level 3 criteria to
‘explain” and therefore this sits comfortably in the middle of level 2.

5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Look again at this answer to recognise the quality that it has and the
insights that it has. Then identify how this answer missed
opportunities for development and explanation that would have
secured it a higher mark.
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4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.
Support your views with detailed reference to the text.

(15)
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This is a strong answer that achieves a level 5 mark.

It begins with a clearly expressed, well-supported evaluation of how
the setting creates mystery in the first paragraph. In the second
paragraph the candidate focuses on the mysterious presence of the
old man and analytically evaluates the description of his features as
‘abnormal’ and his presence as providing a contrast with the
abandoned town. The response already has the quality of level 4/5 by
the end of the first page with discriminating references made to the
text. We look to see if this quality of response is sustained. The third
paragraph makes a subtle and perceptive point about the use of Mrs
Fairbanks’ ambiguous dialogue to create mystery, which is then
followed up with an evaluation of the ambiguity in the sleeping man'’s
words, which shows a sustained understanding of the writer’s craft.
The response has demonstrated a sustained quality of evaluation and
judgement by end of second page.

The answer ends on an evaluation of the idea of death and achieves
most of the bullet points in level 5.

.... g Y T .'Hus

\ Examiner Tip

Make sure that your answer includes the correct language for an
evaluative response. Look at the final page of this answer to see a

good example of how to do it.
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Question 5

The specification entitles Section B, ‘Imaginative Writing’, and it is important that all candidate
understand what they are being asked to do in this section. There is no set text type;
candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent text and to write for impact. Each
qguestion tells candidates that their work will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use
of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. The question is marked against two
assessment objectives and does not include a separate mark for SPAG. The two assessment
objectives are AO5 which assess how well candidates can communicate clearly, effectively
and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms,
purposes and audiences; and in addition, how well they organise information and ideas,
using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion. AO5 is worth
24 of the 40 marks available. AO6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how
well candidates use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are recommended
to spend 45 minutes on this section. The paper now includes a section for candidates to plan
their answers and they are recommended to do so. The quality of plans and the level of
thinking they demonstrated varied considerably. Candidates should be encouraged to move
away from simply listing features or acronyms and should focus more on: what they will write
about, how they will structure it, what impression and effects they will create, and how they
will create them. Candidates must consider what effects they are trying to create through
their choice of vocabulary, not simply the use of unusual or “ambitious” words ‘for the sake of
it.” The same could also be said of punctuation; some candidates clearly tried hard to
incorporate all possible punctuation marks, often with little consideration of how appropriate
or effective this is.

One of the questions will always make reference to a pair of printed images and in June 2023,
this was question 6. There is a deliberate and thematic link to the text that has been read for
Section A and this is intended to encourage and support candidates in their writing. Question
5 was the more popular of the two writing questions with its broad focus upon ‘a time in your
life when something unexpected happened'. There were some very impressive answers
ranging from completely original (sci-fi, dystopia, emotive drama, historical fiction,
particularly from World War One) to writing inspired by the candidates’ own reading, such as
works of fiction/ film characters and even Greek mythology and heroes. For those who had
not left sufficient time for the writing they should be aware that the mark scheme makes
specific reference to structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion,
therefore incomplete texts will not be able to access the full range of marks that is available.
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Examiner Comments
This answer demonstrates level 3 qualities. Some may recognise that
there are marked similarities with The Princess Diaries. However we
are marking the quality of written communication and the candidate
has taken the ideas and used these to create their own written
narrative. All writers borrow from other writers and we do not penalise
candidates for using familiar stories and ideas in their own writing. The
opening paragraph here creates an effective, if simple, narrative hook.
There is an element of cliche in the 'or so | thought' ending. However, it
is a deliberate rhetorical device used appropriately at this stage of the
writing. The candidate then uses a time shift as they move into telling
the story. There is a clear sense of audience and purpose with
deliberate use of some devices, such as short sentences, 'l was in
shock' and the rhetorical question, 'l was confused, was | in trouble?’

The candidate uses style for effect, for example where the language
becomes less formal and more colloquial eg ‘kids’ and ‘random
Tuesday'. There is a simply created heightened sense of drama at the
start of the penultimate paragraph, with the use of the short sentence
and exclamation mark. Paragraphs are used accurately throughout
and there is evidence of a relatively varied vocabulary, with mostly
accurate spelling and a range of sentence structures used for effect.
Ultimately the familiar narrative and the cliched and familiar tone and
style used mean that this writing lacks impact, as seen in the rather
inconsequential ending.

Plus
\\ Examiner Tip
Think of your reader when you are choosing how to write and avoid
cliches and other worn out and over-familiar techniques and language.

That will help to keep your reader interested.
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Plan your answer to Section B here:
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Examiner Comments
This is a top quality answer that does more than enough for the
highest mark in level 5 for both assessment objectives.

The opening sentences are engaging and intriguing, the well controlled
shift from the second person to the first person immediately leaves
the reader wondering about the perspective of the narrative and is an
extremely effective hook. Paragraph two opens with a powerful use of
repetition that leads into the war context of the response. There is a
clear and strong narrative and yet this answer does much more than
tell a story. This is an answer that ‘manipulates complex ideas’ as the
level 5 criteria states. It is a sophisticated and controlled reflection on
the subjects of friendship, insanity and war. There is an extensive
range of features here such as internal dialogue, the metaphor ‘jaws of
hell’, deliberate use of monosyllabic language for effect ‘my hand
grasped air, not cloth’. The complexity, cohesion and highly
sophisticated control of this writing is striking as it moves between
reflection and narrative. The vocabulary is extensive and is well chosen
and it controls a wide variety of sentence types. The clever twist at the
end, when the friend appears to vanish, is the 'unexpected' focus of
the question and leaves the reader questioning what has actually
happened, freeing them to interpret the conclusion themselves. The
final sentence returns to the linking theme of friendship and is
powerfully emotive.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
You should remember that the best stories give the reader more than
strong characters and a series of events. Look at how this writer tells

us a story but also makes us think about important ideas.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a top level 2 response.

The response begins with a conventional narrative opening showing
some awareness of audience and purpose, although this is not
sustained. It opens with a short sentence for dramatic effect and then
largely moves into a straightforward recount of events for the rest of
the response. There is some confusion of tense here as the narrative
slips between past and present. This is an example of a writer who
assumes understanding of what they already know in that the mother
is never described to us, and although she is present throughout the
narrative she has no role. There is occasionally a simple move away
from narrative eg ‘l was also nurvous’ (sic), which offers some slight
suggestion of feelings, though the candidate is clearly not writing to
create an effect. There is no real sense of the writer having a reader in
mind. Paragraphs are used competently to organise ideas, but tone,
style and register are straightforward, such as the very matter-of-fact
description of the exciting moment when the writer is allowed to go to
the cockpit, 'l was so happy | could sit in the pilot's seat.' Tenses are not
always controlled. Some subject specific vocabulary eg ‘departure’ and
‘pilot’ are spelt correctly, but spelling and punctuation are inconsistent
and there is a limited variety of sentence structures. This candidate is
more intent upon retelling the whole of the narrative, with a strong
focus upon chronology, rather than using stylistic or rhetorical devices
to engage the reader and to create effect. That is why this answer
remains in level 2.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
As a writer you should ensure that you establish a strong link with your
reader. At all times keep your reader in your minds-eye, making sure
that you explain thoughts and feelings to them so that they
understand what you are trying to communicate.
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Question 6

As candidates have a choice of writing response, much of what was written to introduce
question 5 applies here. The assessment objectives are identical to question five and the
need to produce writing that has impact and which is accurate, clear and coherent for the
reader is equally paramount.

Question 6 also had a thematic link to the passage with its focus upon a time when the writer
had a dream that was important to them. This led to some very interesting answers - many
on personal ambition, some around bullying, wider social issues such as LGBT and BLM as
well as historical fiction pieces such as warfare (this appeared a lot in both questions,
although was always varied).

Stronger responses crafted a response that used a wide variety of techniques, including the
use of appropriate structural and grammatical features, with accessible characters as well as
a defined narrative structure. Answers worked best when they blended in description,
originality and detail as well as a plot. Some less effective responses were quite obscure,
often describing a literal dream or nightmare that they had had. Answers were often
incomplete, lacking in accuracy and clarity of communication and sometimes assuming an
understanding of character or setting that was not shared with the reader, making it difficult
to fully engage with what was written. Some candidates made use of the picture stimulus
suggesting the symbolism of dreams though weaker answers were often more literal,
sometimes just describing the picture or writing about a man walking through a doorway.
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!/--.. Examiner Comments
This is a strong, mature piece of writing which deserves a mark at the
top of level 5 for both assessment objectives.

This response powerfully evokes a clear sense of time, place and
relationship in a manner that is concise and sophisticated. Its
overarching idea is the manner in which it utilises the collective and
romantic ideal of ‘Paris’, a city of lovers and artists. The first sentence
makes effective use of a semi-colon to emphasise the refuge of the
candlelit room versus the violent and persistent rain outside. The
candidate avoids some of the more cliched descriptions of weather
and the onomatopoeic use of ‘hissed’ for the background noise of rain
is highly effective. The writer makes use of pathetic fallacy, 'as the
storm raged on', being at once a literal storm outside and an
emotional storm within the room, and within the heart of the writer.
There is use of a one word sentence to introduce the dream of the
question: ‘Paris. The candidate then effectively uses listing to build up
an evocative atmosphere that keys the reader into the ambience that
they are creating.

In the second paragraph the character of Lily is introduced.
Sophisticated expressions are used throughout to depict the emotional
element of the narrative: ‘disquietude that gnawed at my own heart'.
Their relationship is subtly suggested through expressions such as,
‘stole a glance’ and the candidate hints at what has gone before with a
range of sentence structures: ‘No more of the monotonous life. Every
day the same. On repeat. Forever. This pared back, subtle creation of
character and relationship is highly effective. There is some beautifully
written dialogue revealing just enough information to tell us how their
relationship will develop, ‘Yet | still feel alone somehow'. This, with the
deliberate symbolism of the cigarette embers burning down and out,
like their relationship, once fiery had now gone out, demonstrates that
this candidate is able to use language precisely and sensitively to
communicate the relationship and the narrative.

Although this is a relatively short and focused response it does
everything required of level 5. Rather, its ability to use language with
such precision and control as to paint a moment in time, a fading
dream, a snapshot of a relationship grounded in a very particular place
is what gives this answer the top marks in both assessment objectives.
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\ Examiner Tip

Look at how this writer uses symbolism where one thing stands for
another: Paris stands for romance, the storm represents the emotional
turmoil of the writer and their cigarettes stand for their relationship.
See if you can use this technique in your writing.
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Y { ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments
This is a strong answer that achieves level 4 marks for both
assessment objectives.

The opening of this response moves from short simple sentences,
‘Acting. | gave up on it', to the extended complex sentence, which
effectively reflects the build-up of tension and excitement felt by the
actor on stage. This is the organisation of material for particular effect;
managing sentence structure for particular effect. As the narrative
continues there are a number of rhetorical devices deliberately
introduced and all used for effect, eg the deliberate use of repetition
with the word ‘constant’ to create a depressed, down-trodden
atmosphere. This accumulates with the revelation of her mother’s
diagnosis. The simple one-word sentence ‘Forever’ is used deliberately
for emphasis and to create a sense of finality. There are some
stereotypical rhetorical devices used but these are still effective. Unlike
the previous answer, this candidate is less precise in their use of
language; we get unnecessary details about the ‘newly washed’ dishes
and ‘somewhat soapy’ hands. There is a successful build up in tension
with the dash to hospital and, again, the inclusion of extra detail that
does not always add to the effect. However, it does create a strong
sense of technical cohesion as it leads the reader up to the mother’s
final words, which link back to the ‘dream’ of the title and the opening
of the narrative. There is a deliberate move to the present tense at the
end and the narrative is effectively organised to bring us full circle back
to acting, 'l look up ... My eyes close'. This answer meets the criteria for
AO5 and AO6 at level 4.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
You can create textual cohesion by using the end of your answer to
return your reader to ideas or incidents that you wrote about at the
start of your answer, as this response does.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Remember that Section A is a test of reading. You should read the passage more than
once before you start to answer the questions. On first reading you will identify the main
features of the text: what is happening, the main characters and the setting. On a second
and third reading you should start to identify the different ways in which the writer has
tried to engage you as the reader. These are what you will write about in your answers.

e Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are important
points for any writer and they will help you to see how the writer has shaped their text to
initially gain your interest as a reader and then to leave them at a particular point.

e On question 4, try to remember that you are being asked to evaluate how successfully
something has been done, not just to comment on the language and structural devices
that the writer has used. That means that you should use evaluative language to show that
this is what you are doing.

e Remember that question 4 is worth more than the first three questions added together
and twice as many marks as question 3. You should bear this in mind when considering
how long you should spend on your answer, the level of detail to include and how much to
write.

e Before starting your own writing, take some time to use the planning box that is now
included. Plan the basic outline of your plot so that you know where you will start and how
you will end your writing. If you have the time you could identify key features of
characters, important vocabulary or language techniques that you will include. Spending a
few minutes to get your ideas in order will help you write in a more deliberate manner.

e Think carefully about your very first sentences. Try to write in a way that is imaginative and
engaging for your reader from the very start. Use your own reading as stimulus, including
the adoption of certain writers’ techniques.

e Using your plan, think of your writing like a journey so that as you begin to write, you will
know what your destination is and where you will end. This will help you to write in a
manner that is cohesive and coherent for your reader.

e Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

e Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number of marks
available for each question as an indication of how long you should spend answering each
guestion.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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