Our Getting Ready To Teach training looks at the requirements of the
new specifications and how they can be delivered in the classroom.
This is the presentation used in our events and there are embedded notes
that will talk you through the specification content and assessment. The
presentation will look at:
• the structure, content and assessment of the new qualification
• Papers 1 and 2
• the support available to guide you through the changes
• possible teaching and delivery strategies.
It may help you to have the following documents to hand – they can all be
found on our website.
• GCSE (9-1) English Literature) Exemplars (exemplar student responses
with examiner commentaries and mark schemes)- most references will be
made to these
• GCSE (9-1) English Literature Sample Assessment Materials
(SAMs)(sample question papers with mark schemes)
• GCSE (9-1) English Literature specification
These slides will take you through our new specification. We will begin with
an overview and gradually move in to look at the requirements of each paper
in closer detail.

Overview
These slides will take you through our new specification. We will begin with
an overview of the specification and gradually move in to look at the
requirements of each paper in closer detail.
In working through each slide, there will be opportunities to reflect on the
implications for teaching and learning – what can stay the same, and what
will need to develop, both in KS4, but just as importantly in KS3 as a
foundation for building on and developing key skills.

Changes
These changes are ones with which all awarding bodies must comply.
The SPaG weighting is the same as the current GCSE English Literature spec.
The closed book examination also applies to the poetry anthologies.
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Papers at a glance
Paper 2 is longer to cover the poetry requirements but both papers are
equally weighted.
Each section of both papers has a total of 40 marks and counts for 25% of
the total marks so students will know that each section is equally important.
Each Section A has a two-part question (each part worth 20 marks) where
the first part is based on an extract from the text.
SPaG is only assessed on Section B of Paper 1.
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Texts
There are some familiar titles here and also a wide range of texts that should
enable everyone to find those that will best suit their students.
A new poetry anthology has been published (and is free to order from the
website): http://www.edexcel-centre-materials.org/shop.
You will need to choose one of the 3 collections to teach. Each will cover a
range of traditional and modern poems, all of which will need to be studied.
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Here are the AOs .
AO1 – requires textual references/quotations and is assessed in the following
questions:
Paper 1 Q1b -6b (Shakespeare);Paper 1 Section B; Paper 2 Q1b -7b (19th
century novel); Paper 2 Q11 (unseen poetry)
AO2 – requires students to analyse language form and structure and use
subject terminology and is assessed in the following questions:
Paper 1 Q1a-6a (Shakespeare extract); Paper 2 Q1a-7a (19th century novel
extract); Paper 2 Q8-10 (poetry anthology); Paper 2- Q11 (unseen poetry)
AO3 – requires students to demonstrate their understanding of context
(looked at on a later slide) and is assessed in the following questions:
Paper 1 Q1b-6b; Paper 1 Section B (Shakespeare); Paper 2 Q8-10 (poetry
anthology)
AO4 – SPaG is assessed on Paper Section B
There is a breakdown of AOs on page 16 of the Specification.
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Paper 1 Section A- 25%
A suggested timing might be 55 minutes for this section.

Question format
The use of an extract has worked successfully on the current English GCSE
paper 2 and enables students to focus closely on language and support their
points with quotations.
Part b) requires a more general knowledge of the whole text as well as some
reference to the context of the play
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What is required?
Many teachers and students are concerned about the fact that the
assessment objectives and the mark schemes all refer to quotation and
textual reference but this is not as daunting as it sounds.
When we provide an extract – part a of Shakespeare and part a of the 19th
century novel and the unseen poetry, we would expect quotations to support
points as students have the extract printed on the examination paper.
Where students are required to answer on the whole text, it would be helpful
if they could remember a few key, relevant quotations but they can also refer
in more general terms to the part of the text and/or paraphrase.
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What is required?
This is taken from page 8 of the specification.
As you can see, there are many different, appropriate ways in which context
can be addressed.
Students should, however be deterred from simply adding on a paragraph of
biographical detail about the author. Whatever is written must be relevant to
the text and the question and enhance the response.
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Paper 1 Q1a (20 marks) and response
This is an extract from a Level 1 response; the very slightly longer full
version is on page 4 of the Exemplars booklet, followed by the examiner’s
commentary and the mark scheme on page 6.
AO2 is assessed here. There are key phrases in each level of the mark
scheme to help you assess your students’ work.
The answer is simple and the identification of language, form and structure is
minimal. There is little evidence of relevant subject terminology.
Understanding is implicit. There are two relevant examples, but there is no
reference to ‘control’. The candidate does offer some interpretation, such as
the use of the exclamation mark to show anger. Mark awarded: 3
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Paper 1 Q3b (20 marks) and response
The mark scheme for this question is on page 13 of the Exemplars booklet
and the full response on page 11.
AO1 and AO3 are assessed here. There are key phrases in each level to help
you assess your students’ work.
This is a relevant personal response and contains some focused points which
are supported by examples from the play. The candidate has included a
remembered quotation and commented on the fact that Mercutio repeats the
words There is some sound comment on relevant context, but more
development and further ideas would have benefited this response. This is a
level 3 response. Mark awarded: 10
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Paper 1 Section B-25%
Many teachers have welcomed the opportunity to choose between teaching a
novel or a play in Section B of this paper..
Suggested timing for this section- 50 minutes

Question format
This section of Paper 1 is where there is a choice of a traditional essay
question.
Students will not have access to their texts in the exam but the use of a
quotation acts as a guide and stimulus and, of course, provides one quotation
that they can use in their essay.
AO1 is worth 16 marks
AO3 is worth 16 marks
AO4 is worth 8 marks and there is a separate 3 level mark scheme for this
element of assessment.
This is the only question where AO4 (SPaG) will be assessed.
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AO4
SPaG is only formally assessed on Paper 1 Section B, the traditional essay
question, although of course students will be encouraged to write as
accurately as possible in all of their responses.
There are 8 marks available, spread over a 3-level separate mark scheme.
These criteria have been supplied by Ofqual, hence the reference to “level of
demand of the question”. The level of demand here is simply what would be
appropriate in an extended response.
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Paper 1 Q8 (40 marks) and response
The full response is in the Exemplars booklet, followed by the examiner’s
commentary and the mark scheme.
There is more here than Level 1, as although largely narrative, there are
elements of a personal response but the lack of examples keep this at the
middle of level 2 for AOs 1 & 3, rather than at the top of it. The response
falls in to level 3 for AO4.
Marks awarded: 9 + 6 = total 15
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Paper 1 Q15 (40 marks) and response
The full response, followed by the examiner’s commentary and the mark
scheme can be found in the Exemplars booklet.
The candidate maintains a focus on the question and provides a range of
points to support the reasons why Boxer is significant in the novel. They
have made use of the stimulus quotation but more specific examples from
the text would have benefited the response. It meets most of the level 3
criteria for AOs 1 & 3.The response is at the top of level 3 for AO4.
Marks awarded: 18 + 6 = total 24
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Paper 2 Section A-25%
This is the longer of the 2 papers but remember the weighting of each
section and the paper as a whole is the same as for Paper 1.

Recap and timings
Here is a recap of the papers at a glance.
In terms of timing, you will decide what advice to give to your students
following their performance in mock exams but suggested timings might be:
Paper 2 Section A – 55 minutes
Paper 2 Section B anthology- 35 minutes
Paper 2 Section B unseen poetry – 45 minutes.
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Question format
The use of an extract has worked successfully on the current English
Literature GCSE paper and enables students to focus closely on language and
support their points with quotations.
Part b) requires a more general knowledge of the whole text.
There is no assessment of AO3 (context) on this question.
Preparation for this question can be linked successfully with preparation for
the unseen 19th century fiction text in English Language Paper 1.
Key elements of the paper. Worth noting that AO3 (context) is not assessed
here. Good cross over with Lang and extract work.
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Paper 2 Q3a) (20 marks) and response
The full response followed by the examiner’s commentary and mark scheme
is in the Exemplars booklet.
This is a confident response. The candidate employs a range of examples
and develops some ideas in detail. Points are supported with a range of
relevant evidence and specific words are explored and there is some
exploration of structure. The response is sustained and the effect on reader
considered. The response does seem to run out of ‘steam’ towards the end,
hence why this is falls into the lower mark of Level 5
Mark awarded: Level 5 - 17
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Paper 2 Q3b) and response
The full response, followed by the examiner’s commentary and mark scheme,
is in the Exemplars booklet.
The candidate considers both outdoor settings and those within houses.
A range of well-chosen and appropriate examples have been provided and
the response is detailed and engages thoroughly with the question.
This is a closed book exam, so a copy of the text is not available to the
candidate so all references are from memory.
Mark awarded: Level 4 16
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Timing
Remember it is suggested that candidates spend about 35 minutes on this
question.
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Timing
Remember it is suggested that candidates spend a little longer on this
section- about 45 minutes – to allow for reading of the 2 unseen poems.
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Comparison
There is no separate comparison AO as there is for English Language but the
comparison requirement is assessed on the poetry questions and divided
between the AOs 1-3 as seen on the slide
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Comparison
This is taken from the mark scheme on page 186 of the SAMs. As you can
see, candidates will be rewarded positively for what they do but it is
important that they do not simply tag on the second poem in a couple of
lines at the end.
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Paper 2 Q9 (20 marks) and response
The full response to this question on the Conflict collection of poems,
followed by the examiner’s commentary and mark scheme, in the Exemplars
booklet.
The response compares and contrasts the poems and considers some
similarities and differences. Some points are developed, whereas other points
would have benefited with more comment. The response would have been
enhanced with an introduction, guiding the reader into the response and
saying which two poems are going to be explored.
Mark awarded: Level 4 - 15
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Comparison
This is taken from the mark scheme on page 199 of the SAMs. As you can
see, the same advice is given to examiners when marking this question as for
the anthology question. As the poems have not been studied, examiners will
be mindful of the fact that students have had only a limited time to read the
poems and will be open to a range of interpretations but they should be
supported by close textual references.
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Paper 2 Q11 (20 marks) and response
The full response, followed by the examiner’s commentary and mark scheme
are in the Exemplars booklet.
This response demonstrates some understanding of the two poems, but the
lack of examples hinders progress. A range of points have been made and
the candidate has considered both poems and tried to explore the structure
of both; the response to “On the Verge” is stronger.
The response meets all the requirements for Level 2, but the lack of language
examples prevent this moving into Level 3.
Mark awarded: Level 2 - 8 marks.
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To help you we are providing:
Sample papers: there are sets available on the website
Schemes of Work: 3 options available that offer different approaches
Course planners: both 2 year (3 options) versions to act as a guide
Key Stage 3 test materials: these are based on this new GCSE for Lang
and Lit and are designed to develop skills all the way from the start to the
end of Key Stage 3, ramping up skills and development.
Let’s Think in English: resources to help prepare for unseen texts.
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To help:
Exemplars: These are on our website and we are adding to these from
September 2015 onwards
Training will be available all through the course and around the key times of
mocks to help teachers
Networks are currently in place and will run to help support our centres with
twilight or afternoon sessions in a local area to save on travel. We also offer
both online and face to face events. All the details are on our website
Sample papers: there are sets available on the website
Local support team – this is the CSC (Curriculum support consultant) who
will be there to help with both the qualifications and available resources.
Subject advisor – as always, the subject advisor – Clare Haviland
(teachingenglish@pearson.com)- and her team are on hand to help you.
Details are on the last slide.
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All of the materials we have referred to in this presentation can be found on
the homepage for GCSE English Literature
Specification and SAMs – can be found on the Specification and sample
assessment tab
Exemplars, anthology materials, getting started guides and planners –
can be found on the teaching and learning materials tab:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Course planners: both 2-year (3 options) and 1-year (2 options) versions to
act as a guide. Please note that the 1-year planners can be used from 2016
and is for Language only.
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourseplanner
Schemes of Work: one SOW for Literature with other options available for
Language that offer different approaches.
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-ofwork
Getting started guide which outlines the key assessment and content areas
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuidance
Key Stage 3 test materials: these are based on this new GCSE for Lang
and Lit and are designed to develop skills all the way from the start to the
end of Key Stage 3, ramping up skills and development
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-
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materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
Poetry anthology resources: We will talk about these in the later slides
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Options
We have produced 3 different course planners for Language and Literature
along with one Literature Schemes of Work (SOW) and additional Language
SOWs to help you to plan and deliver the course.
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Classroom support
You’ve told us in the past that the teacher support for the poetry anthology is
really useful, so we’re providing you with even more this year. The anthology
ActiveTeach will have the information you’re familiar with on it – lesson
plans, worksheets, audio recordings of each of the poems, and an on-screen
version of the poetry anthology that you can display front-of-class and
annotate.
This year we’re also adding extra support for the new aspects of the
qualification. Each lesson plan will provide you with guidance on teaching
context of the poems and support on getting your students to start thinking
about comparison. Each collection will have an additional lesson focused on
preparation for the anthology comparison question. And we’ll be extending
the unseen poetry section, which will now include both support on preparing
your students for the unseen poetry questions as well as support on
comparing unseen poems.
The poetry anthology ActiveTeach will now be delivered on Activeteach
online, available for you to access from online anywhere, both for front-ofclass teaching as well as for you to download everything you want.
Ensure you have filled out your Intention to Offer (ITO) to gain access to
ActiveTeach: www.activeteachonline.com.
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What ActiveTeach looks like
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These tests are now all available on our website. They are available in both
word and PDF so you can cut and paste the materials to suit your needs.
Literature KS3 tests:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishliterature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:DocumentType%2FAssessment-material
Language KS3 tests:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/englishlanguage-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:PearsonUK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learningmaterials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:DocumentType%2FAssessment-material
The free Year 9 Grammar for Writing unit is available on ActiveTeach from
September 2015.
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These tests are available for you to download now.
The format of the GCSE examinations are followed and the same bands are
used.
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Let’s Think In English
LTE is based on 30 years’ research at King’s College which has shown that
structured development of students’ cognitive skills over two years increases
their ability.
The teaching programme started in 2009
Let’s Think in English provides clear evidence-based methods and materials
for helping to achieve many of the recommendations in Moving English
forward, Ofsted’s latest report on what it expects as good English teaching –
away from the teacher-led, fast-paced, three-part lessons recommended by
the National Strategies to a more pupil-focussed, reflective, Assessment-forLearning-style approach, including:
• flexible teaching, responding to pupils’ needs as the lesson develops [Key
finding, page 5]
• encourage teachers to be more flexible in responding to pupils’ progress
as lessons develop [Recommendations, p.7; paragraphs 27, 124 – 126]
• pupils given adequate time to think, plan, discuss, write and test out ideas
[para 27]
• using questions to extend thinking skills – giving pupils time to think [para
129]
• develop independent learning through problem-solving [para 83]
• increase the challenge of Key stage 3 lessons – need to refresh the KS3
English curriculum [46 - 47; 116 – 119].
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This approach can help particularly to assist students in tackling unseen texts
with confidence.
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