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Question style for 1ETO 

This table is an overview of the 1ET0 question style used in the sample assessment materials, specimen papers, June 2017 and June 2018 paper. The 

questions are abbreviated. 

Paper 1 

Section A- Shakespeare 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 

1a Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
the character of Lady 
Macbeth as being in 
control in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Banquo and 
Macbeth in this extract.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the reactions of 
Macbeth in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare, in 
this extract, presents the 
relationship between 
Macbeth and the witches, 
together with the 
apparitions they summoned.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Lady Macbeth in this extract.  

1b Explain the 
importance of conflict 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
deceit elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
predictions elsewhere in the 
play. 

Explain the importance of 
control elsewhere in the 
play. 

Explain the importance of 
guilt elsewhere in the play.  

2a Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
Prospero’s 
relationships with 
Miranda and Ariel in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Antonio in this extract.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Stephano’s 
relationship with Caliban and 
Trinculo in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Miranda’s reactions 
to the storm in this extract.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Ferdinand in this extract. 

2b Explain the 
importance of control 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
betrayal elsewhere in the play.  

Explain the importance of the 
abuse of power elsewhere in 
the play. 

Explain the importance of 
magic elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
love elsewhere in the play.  

3a Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
Juliet’s relationship 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Romeo’s feelings in 
this extract.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Romeo’s emotions in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Lord Capulet in this extract.  
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with her mother in 
this extract. 

between Tybalt and 
Mercutio in this extract.  

3b Explain the 
importance of revenge 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
disobedience elsewhere in the 
play.  

Explain the importance of 
romantic love elsewhere in 
the play. 

Explain the importance of 
family honour elsewhere in 
the play. 

Explain the importance of 
power elsewhere in the play.  

4a Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
the idea of loyalty in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Beatrice in this extract.  

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Beatrice and 
Benedick in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Borachio in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Hero’s feelings 
about Beatrice in this 
extract.  

4b Explain the 
importance of 
disagreements 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explore the importance of 
marriage elsewhere in the 
play. 

Explain the importance of 
reputation elsewhere in the 
play. 

Explain the importance of 
deceit elsewhere in the play.  

Explore the presentation of 
women elsewhere in the 
play.  

5a  Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
Viola’s feelings in this 
extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Viola and Olivia in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the character of 
Duke Orsino in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Malvolio and Feste 
in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Olivia’s reaction to 
Malvolio in this extract. 

5b Explain the 
importance of 
deception elsewhere 
in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
status elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of love 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
confusion elsewhere in the 
play.  

Explain the importance of 
madness elsewhere in the 
play.  

6a Explore how 
Shakespeare presents 
Portia’s feelings 
towards her suitors in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Shylock and Antonio 
in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Antonio and 
Bassanio in this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents Shylock’s feelings in 
this extract. 

Explore how Shakespeare 
presents the relationship 
between Nerissa and 
Gratiano in this extract. 

6b Explain the 
importance of love 
elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
hatred elsewhere in the play. 

Explain the importance of 
money elsewhere in the play 

Explore the importance of 
making choices elsewhere in 
the play. 

Explain the importance of 
deception elsewhere in the 
play.  

Section B- Post-1914 Literature 

British Play 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 
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7 Explore how learning 
from experience is 
important in the play. 

Explore the significance of 
responsibility in An Inspector 
Calls. 

In what ways is Sheila 
important in the play? 

Explore the importance of 
guilty consciences in the 
play.  

Explore the significance of 
money in An Inspector Calls. 

8 In what ways is Eva 
Smith exploited in the 
play? 

How does Eric change 
throughout the play? 

Explore the significance of 
social position in An Inspector 
Calls. 

Explore the significance of 
Gerald in An Inspector Calls.  

In what ways Mr Arthur 
Birling important throughout 
the play? 

9 How does Willie 
Mossop change 
throughout the play? 

Explore the significance of 
Hobson’s downfall? 

In what ways does Maggie 
control the other characters in 
the play? 

Explore the relationship 
between Maggie and Willie 
in Hobson’s Choice. 

How is responsibility 
important in Hobson’s 
Choice? 

10 Explore the 
significance of 
Hobson’s relationship 
with his daughters. 

What is the significance of 
marriage in Hobson’s Choice? 

Explore the relationship 
between Hobson and Will in 
Hobson’s Choice. 

In what way are choices 
important in the play? 

Explain the significance of 
Alice and Vickey in the play. 

11 Explore the 
significance of the 
relationship between 
Mickey and Eddie. 

Explore the significance of 
class in Blood Brothers.  

What is the significance of 
superstition in Blood Brothers? 

What is the significance of 
having no money in Blood 
Brothers? 

How does the character of 
Mrs Lyons develop 
throughout the play? 

12 In what ways is 
freedom important in 
Blood Brothers?  

Explore the importance of the 
relationship between Linda 
and the twins? 

Explore the importance of the 
character of Mrs Johnstone. 

Explore the importance of 
Mickey in the play.  

What is the significance of 
friendship in Blood Brothers? 

13 Explore the 
importance of fear in 
Journey’s End. 

Explore the significance of 
Osborne in Journey’s End. 

Explore the relationship 
between Osborne and 
Stanhope in the play. 

In what ways is Raleigh 
important in Journey’s End? 

Explore how life in the 
trenches is presented in the 
play. 

14 In what ways is 
heroism important in 
Journey’s End? 

Explore the importance of 
comradeship in the play.  

In what ways does the war 
affect the soldiers in Journey’s 
End? 

Explore the significance of 
leadership in the play.  

Explain how Stanhope is 
important in Journey’s End. 

British Novel 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 

15 Explore the 
significance of the 
character of Boxer in 
the novel. 

In what ways have the pigs 
changed throughout the 
novel? 

Explore the significance of 
control in Animal Farm. 

In what ways is Napoleon 
significant in Animal Farm? 

Explain the significance of 
violence in the novel. 
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16 Explore the 
importance of 
rebellion in Animal 
Farm. 

Explore the importance of 
Squealer in Animal Farm.  

In what ways is the windmill 
important in the novel? 

Explore the importance of 
leadership in the novel.  

How is Snowball important 
in Animal Farm? 

17 How are ideas about 
society important in 
Lord of the Flies. 

Explore the significance of 
bullying in the novel. 

In what ways is conflict 
important in Lord of the Flies? 

In what ways is Ralph 
significant in Lord of the 
Flies?  

In what ways is control 
significant in the novel? 

18 How does Jack change 
throughout the novel? 

Explore the importance of 
Piggy in Lord of the Flies. 

Explore the importance of Simon 
in the novel. 

Explore how the boys lose 
their childhood innocence 
in the novel. 

How is the beast important 
in Lord of the Flies? 

19 In what ways is Meena 
influenced by her 
friendship with Anita? 

Explore the importance of 
education in Anita and Me. 

In what ways does Meena want 
to belong in Anita and Me? 

In what ways is Anita 
significant in Anita and 
Me? 

Explore the significance of 
Meena’s parents in the 
novel. 

20 Explore the 
significance of racism 
in Tollington. 

Explore the significance of 
family in the novel.  

Explore the significance of Sam 
Lowbridge in the novel. 

Explore the importance of 
lies in the novel.  

How is friendship important 
in Anita and Me? 

21 Explore the 
importance of settings 
in The Woman in 
Black. 

In what ways is Arthur Kipps 
changed by the events in The 
Woman in Black. 

Explore the importance of 
Samuel Daily in The Woman in 
Black. 

Explore the significance of 
Jennet Humfrye in The 
Woman in Black.  

In what ways is mystery 
created in The Woman in 
Black? 

22 In what ways is belief 
in the supernatural 
significant in the 
novel? 

Explore the significance of 
revenge in the novel? 

Explore the significance of 
isolation in the novel. 

In what ways is fear 
important in the novel?  

How are mothers presented 
within the novel? 

Paper 2 

Section A – 19th-century Novel 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 

1a Explore how Bronte 
presents what Jane 
thinks about her life at 
Lowood School. 

Explore how Brontë presents 
John Reed in this extract. 

Explore how Brontë presents 
Jane’s arrival at Thornfield Hall. 

Explore how Brontë 
presents Jane’s bravery in 
this extract. 
 

Explore how Brontë presents 
the arrival of spring at Lowood 
School in this extract. 
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1b Explain how Jane deals 
with the challenges 
that face her 
elsewhere in the novel.  

Explain how Jane’s fear is 
presented elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how Adèle Varens is 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how Grace Poole is 
presented elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how Jane experiences 
physical and/or emotional 
pain elsewhere in the novel. 

2a Explore how Dickens 
presents Pip’s 
thoughts and feelings 
about Joe and Mrs Joe. 

Explore how Dickens presents 
Pip’s feelings about Miss 
Havisham in this extract. 

Explore how Dickens presents 
Magwitch in this extract. 

Explore how Dickens 
presents the weather in 
this extract. 

Explore how Dickens presents 
the relationship between Joe 
and Pip in this extract. 

2b Explain the 
development of Pip’s 
character elsewhere in 
the novel. 

Explain how Pip deals with 
difficult situations elsewhere 
in the novel. 

Explain the importance of love 
elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain how settings are 
important elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain why friendship is 
important elsewhere in the 
novel.  

3a Explore how Stevenson 
presents the 
atmosphere of 
Victorian London in 
this extract. 

Explore how Stevenson 
presents the relationship 
between Jekyll and Utterson 
in this extract.  

Explore how Stevenson presents 
Enfield in this extract. 

Explore how Stevenson 
presents Jekyll’s request 
for help in this extract.  

Explore how Stevenson 
presents what Utterson and 
Poole experience in this 
extract. 

3b Explain why the setting 
is important elsewhere 
in the novel.  

Explain how relationships are 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how horrific scenes are 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how characters try 
to help others elsewhere in 
the novel.  

Explain how terror is shown 
elsewhere in the novel. 

4a Explore how Dickens 
presents Scrooge’s 
character in this 
extract. 

Explore how Dickens presents 
the setting in this extract. 

Explore how Dickens presents 
Christmas Eve in this extract. 

Explore how Dickens 
presents the two children, 
Ignorance and Want, in this 
extract.  

Explore how Dickens presents 
Scrooge’s happiness in this 
extract. 

4b Explain how Dickens 
portrays poverty 
elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain how Scrooge is unkind 
to other characters elsewhere 
in the novel. 

Explain how working life is 
shown elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain how children are 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how good will is 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

5a Explore how Austen 
presents Elizabeth and 
Charlotte’s thoughts 
about Jane and Bingley 
in this extract. 

Explore how Austen presents 
Mr Collins in this extract. 

Explore how Austen presents 
Elizabeth in this extract. 

Explore how Austen 
presents the reactions to 
Elizabeth’s engagement to 
Darcy in this extract. 

Explore how Austen presents 
the relationship between Mr. 
and Mrs. Bennet in this 
extract. 
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5b Explain the way in 
which the theme of 
marriage is explored 
elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain how Lady Catherine is 
portrayed elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how love is shown 
elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain the importance of 
letters elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain the importance of 
financial wealth elsewhere in 
the novel.  

6a Explore how Eliot 
presents Molly in this 
extract. 

Explore how Eliot presents 
Silas Marner in this extract. 

Explore how Eliot presents the 
relationship between Dunsey 
and Godfrey in this extract. 

Explore how Eliot presents 
Silas Marner’s obsession 
with money in this extract.  

Explore how Eliot presents 
Eppie’s feelings about her life 
with Silas Marner in this 
extract. 

6b Explain how Eliot 
shows the rich and the 
poor elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain the importance of 
Silas’s isolation elsewhere in 
the novel. 

Explain the importance of 
money elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain the importance of 
secrets elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain how Nancy is 
presented elsewhere in the 
novel.  

7a Explore how Shelley 
presents the thoughts 
of the creature in this 
extract. 

Explore how Shelley presents 
Frankenstein in this extract. 

Explore how Shelley presents 
Walton’s enthusiasm in this 
extract. 

Explore how Shelley 
presents the creature’s 
experiences in this extract.  

Explore how Shelley presents 
Frankenstein’s experiences in 
this extract.  

7b Explain how prejudice 
and its effects are 
shown elsewhere in 
the novel. 

Explain the importance of 
obsession elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain the importance of 
journeys elsewhere in the novel. 

Explain the importance of 
loneliness elsewhere in the 
novel. 

Explain the importance of 
suffering elsewhere in the 
novel.  

Section B – Part 1 Poetry Anthology 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 

8 Compare how the effect 
of love is presented in 
the two poems. 

Compare how difficult 
relationships are presented 
in the two poems. 

Compare how personal 
experiences are presented in the 
two poems. 

Relationships: 
Compare how strong 
feelings are presented in 
the two poems. 

Relationships: 
Compare how loss is 
presented in the two poems.  
Poem: ‘A Complaint’ 

9 Compare how tension is 
presented in the two 
poems. 

Compare how different 
ideas about identity are 
presented in the two 
poems. 

Compare how memories are 
presented in the two poems. 

Conflict: 
Compare how the 
experience of conflict is 
presented in the two 
poems. 

Conflict: 
Compare how anger is 
presented in the two poems. 
Poem: ‘A Poison Tree’ 



Pearson Edexcel Level 1/2 GCSE in English Literature – Summary of questions set SAMs to June 2018– Issue 1 – July 2023 – Author and Approver: Clare Haviland English 

Subject Advisor – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023. 

 

10 Compare how the 
natural environment is 
presented in the two 
poems. 

Compare how memories 
are presented in the two 
poems. 

Compare how particular 
locations are presented in the 
two poems. 

Time and Place:  
Compare how different 
senses are used in the two 
poems. 

Time and Place:  
Compare how a journey is 
presented in the two poems.  
Poem: ‘I started Early-Took my 
Dog’ 

Section B – Part 2 Unseen Poetry 

? SAMs Specimen 1 Specimen 2 June 2017 June 2018 

11 Compare the ways the 
writers present an old 
person in Great-
grandfather and On the 
Verge. 

Compare the ways the 
writers present snails in The 
Killer Snails and Considering 
the Snail 

Compare the ways the writers 
present finding something in 
1939 and On Finding a Letter to 
Mrs Vickers on the Pennine Way. 

Compare the ways the 
writers present cats in 
Poem 1: Cat and Poem 2: 
Cats. 

Compare the ways the writers 
present the month of May in 
Poem 1: The Month of May 
and Poem 2: British Weather.  

 

 


