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Worksheet A12.1

Personal response
Reread the text of ‘Love’s Dog’ below, discuss the impact it makes on you and your partner, then write notes on the next page about your personal response to the poem. (You may wish to read the prompts provided at the end to help you focus your ideas.)
Love’s Dog
What I love about love is its diagnosis

What I hate about love is its prognosis

What I hate about love is its me me me_

What I love about love is its Eat-me/Drink-me

What I love about love is its petting zoo

What I love about love is its zookeeper – you

What I love about love is its truth serum

What I hate about love is its shrinking potion

What I love about love is its doubloons

What I love about love is its bird-bones

What I hate about love is its boil-wash

What I love about love is its spin-cycle

What I loathe about love is its burnt toast and bonemeal

What I hate about love is its bent cigarette

What I love about love is its pirate

What I hate about love is its sick parrot

Jen Hadfield

Make notes about your personal response to ‘Love’s Dog’ in this space. If you need some help to guide your ideas, look through the prompts below.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Look at the poem’s layout on the page. Do you like the way it looks? Does the pattern/shape of the poem affect how you respond to it?

Read the poem aloud. Do you like the way it sounds? Does the rhythm of the sounds affect how you feel about it? Do the rhymes matter? What do they add? What is lost/gained in the couplets that don’t rhyme?
Is the poem difficult/easy to understand? What makes it easy/hard? Is it essential to understand every detail about a poem to be able to respond to it? 

Is the language simple or complex? Is it taken mostly from the everyday, or is it in a more literary style?

What tone does the poet use – is it light-hearted; deadly serious; somewhere in between? 
Do you find the poem funny? If so, why?

Overall, what do you like/dislike about it? Why?
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