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Worksheet A8.2a (Support)
Creating humour
Refer to Wendy Cope’s ‘1st Date’ poem in your Poetry Anthology or on Worksheet A8.1.

Working in pairs, analyse how different elements of the poem work together to create humour. Think about whether any other effects are created along with the humour.
	Element of poem
	How and why it creates a humorous effect

	Layout
	1) Side-by-side layout of the two parts matches seating positions of couple at concert, underlining implication that they are close together physically but not really connecting mentally. Ironic juxtaposition creates ‘so near and yet so far’ scenario which could be funny or sad, but in combination with the language here it creates humour.

	
	2) Parts can be read ‘out of order’, which demonstrates that 


	
	3) Final stanza could be added to either part, which shows


	Form
	1) The interior monologue form lends itself to humour when its ‘reality’ is contradicted by external events or characters’ speech/actions. Here each character has misinterpreted the other, and the paired ‘silent monologue’ form allows this to persist, creating situational irony and humour.

	
	2) Regular ABCB rhyme scheme, short lines and one-syllable rhyme words have the effect of


	
	3) Use of thought patterns rather than spoken word emphasises


	Language
	1) Poet threads echoes of each character’s words through the interior monologue of the other, creating dramatic irony which makes the reader smile, e.g. ‘I said I liked’/’She said she liked’; ‘It wasn’t exactly a lie’/’It wasn’t entirely untrue’. The reader is ‘in on’ the subtext that they are trying to impress each other, which creates humour.

	
	2) Use of repetition, e.g. 


	
	3) Language of modesty of both characters is illustrated by


	Theme
	1) Parallel thought processes that mirror but also contradict each other underline the theme of miscommunication, which adds pathos to the humour. Reader wants to believe that the couple will realise they are well suited but fears their inhibitions and misplaced emphasis on ‘appearances’ might mean they never communicate effectively and end up going their separate ways.

	
	2) Poet explores theme of appearance vs reality by


	
	3) Another theme of this poem is the agony of first/young love as shown by


	Tone
	Poet uses detachment and lightness of touch to create a tone of
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