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Worksheet A6.3

Emotive language

Read the four extracts from ‘Sonnet 43’ below and answer the questions about the poet’s use of emotive language.
	1
	 I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 

 My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight

 For the ends of Being and Ideal Grace.

	
	a) Why does the poet use the phrase ‘depth and breadth and height’ in this extract? What effect does this achieve?

b) Why do ‘Being’ and ‘Ideal Grace’ start with capital letters? What effect does this have?


	2
	 I love thee to the level of everyday’s 

 Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight – 

	
	What is the effect of placing the phrase ‘by sun and candlelight’ at the end of these two lines? What does this say about the poet’s love?


	3
	 and with my childhood’s faith: 

 I love thee with the love I seemed to lose 

 With my lost Saints,

	
	How do the words ‘faith’ and ‘Saints’ in this extract underline the strength of the poet’s love? What do they imply about the object of her love?


	4
	 and, if God choose, 

 I shall but love thee better after death.

	
	Why do you think these highly emotive lines come right at the end of the sonnet? What is the effect of this?
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