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Worksheet A2.1
Past and present
Use the chart below to record examples from the poem of the changes in the grandfather over time.

Try to identify how the poet’s use of different language techniques conveys these changes effectively to the reader.

	Past
	Present
	Effective use of language

	You used to smile and stroke my head
	You seldom take me on your knee
	Contrast of past and present tenses within one stanza underlines the elderly man’s decline. Sense of nostalgia and sorrow for what has been lost in their relationship highlighted by positive habitual action in the past (‘used to smile…’) compared with negative adverb ‘seldom’ in the present.
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