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Worksheet A7.1
Exploring ideas

Working with a partner, discuss the quotations below, taken from the poem ‘My Last Duchess’. Focus on what it would be like to be married to the Duke, and what the poem suggests about the Duke’s relationship with his wife and his own character. Write down your ideas in the right-hand column.
	The Duke’s description of the Duchess
	What does this tell us?

	a) She had / A heart – how shall I say? – too soon made glad
	

	b) she liked whate’er / She looked on, and her looks went everywhere
	

	c) as if she ranked / My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name / With anybody’s gift
	

	d) she smiled, no doubt / Whene’er I passed her; but who passed without / Much the same smile?
	

	e) This grew; I gave commands; / Then all smiles stopped together.
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