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Worksheet A14.1
Choosing appropriate evidence
In ‘The Manhunt’, the poet has used metaphor and other imagery to describe the soldier’s injuries in graphic detail. The nine extracts on the left are taken from a student’s commentary discussing this use of imagery. On the right are nine jumbled-up quotations from the poem supporting the student’s points. 
Decide which evidence best supports the point being made. Write the letter a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h or i in the blank left-hand column as appropriate.
	
	Commentary extracts
	
	Quotations

	
	The poet uses this metaphor to emphasise the vulnerability of the human skeleton, likening it to a fragile, beautiful and priceless artefact.
	a
	‘the frozen river which ran through his face’

	
	Gunshots probably caused the soldier’s many serious internal injuries. His wife imagines she is able to see inside his body as if she was an expectant mother viewing an ultrasound screen.
	b
	‘the blown hinge of his lower jaw’

	
	We know that the soldier bears a disfigurement from his war experiences because the poet uses the metaphor of a glacier to describe the solid, immobile quality of heavy scar tissue. There is an extra nuance here of a possibly permanent coldness and lack of expression that is more than skin deep.  
	c
	‘the damaged, porcelain collar-bone’

	
	The most powerful metaphor of the poem compares the soldier’s precarious mental state to a time-bomb in his brain that could detonate at any moment. Once she has grasped this, his wife ‘only then’ sees the full picture.
	d
	‘the fractured rudder of shoulder-blade’

	
	This literal description of relatively minor damage to a vital organ also carries metaphorical overtones of impaired emotional response, possibly an inability to feel or express his love for his wife as he used to.
	e
	‘the parachute silk of his punctured lung’

	
	The poet uses another metaphor for human fragility here, from the lexical field of textiles, implying a tough fabric that becomes dangerously useless if damaged.
	f
	‘the rungs of his broken ribs’

	
	This injury image is all the more graphic and shocking for being a literal description of a vital mechanism that we all take for granted as we speak, eat, etc.
	g
	‘his grazed heart’

	
	As the list of injuries tracks progressively down the soldier’s body, with almost no area apparently left unscathed, the poet employs a 3D shape metaphor to compare a broken bone to a vital part of a boat.
	h
	‘the foetus of metal beneath his chest’

	
	The wife’s journey of discovery takes her up a metaphorical ladder which the reader can visualise only too clearly from having seen any laboratory skeleton or Hallowe’en costume. There is nothing remotely amusing about this image, though – the poet continues to list the soldier’s injuries in horrifying detail.
	i
	‘a sweating, unexploded mine / buried deep in his mind’
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