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Worksheet A3.1

Byron’s life
· Born 1788, died 1824
· Like Shelley and Coleridge, Byron was a Romantic poet, focusing on emotion and sentiment in reaction against the logic and reason that was rising to prominence across Europe with a surge in scientific research and rationalism.
· The Romantics formed a political and social movement that rallied against the emotionless path they felt many were taking.
· Byron was a man who was scandalously renowned in his day for the many lovers he had, of both sexes. 
· To many, he came to represent the Gothic anti-hero: ‘mad, bad and dangerous to know’. This was one reason why he left England for foreign shores in 1816.

· As an aristocrat of independent wealth, Byron enjoyed travelling. He lived in Italy for seven years before joining the Greeks’ fight for independence against the Ottoman Empire. 
· It was while fighting in Greece that he caught the fever that would kill him at the age of just 36.
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