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Worksheet A7.2
	Question: 

	Reread ‘My Last Duchess’. Choose one other poem from the’ Relationships’ collection of the Poetry Anthology. 

Compare how emotions are presented in the two poems.

In your answer you should consider the:

· poet's use of language, form and structure

· the influence of the contexts in which the poems were written.


Based on the real-life marriage of Duke Alfonso II and Lucrezia de Medici, the poem ‘My Last Duchess’ presents an arrogant and jealous member of the Italian aristocracy, warning an envoy to another powerful family through his use of a portrait as illustration, how his last wife was ‘too soon made glad’ by others. He thinks his wife should only have eyes for him and is angry with others for giving her gifts. He cannot believe, as he relates this anecdote to the silent servant, that she would compare his ‘nine-hundred-years-old name/With anybody’s gift’. But, he is clever in his calm presentation. He has already walked through his art collection, but takes pause at her portrait. He is so jealous that he won’t let anyone look at her, even when it is only a portrait!
The use of dramatic monologue means we only hear the biased views of this powerful figure from history and he is aware of his audience. While the tone of the poem rarely strays from calm and impassionate, he is clever with his word play and suggestive meaning. Ironic, considering he claims he has no ‘skills’ in speech. The threat is obvious to the reader and hopefully obvious to the servant too. Otherwise, I fear for the proposed new wife.

While the Duke is clearly possessive of his wife, in the poem ‘i wanna be yours’ there are equally strong emotions at play, but emotions of passion and unconditional love. Unlike Browning’s Duke – who lived in opulence and decadence and in an era were familial assassinations were commonplace – Cooper Clarke lived in far less grand conditions, even becoming a heroin addict at one point. The contrast could not be more different, and maybe a reason why Cooper Clarke makes use of common, everyday objects (such as ‘vacuum cleaner/breathing in your dust’) metaphorically to explain his love. The use of repetition drills home his strong feelings too. That, and the lack of punctuation, creates the effect of an incessant but loving declaration of love.

Cooper Clarke’s poem is personal, while Browning – as is his style – adopts the dramatic monologue of another. Of course, both poems include strong emotions but with different results. In ‘My Last Duchess’ the Duke serves up a warning and the assurance that he will be obeyed in marriage as in all other aspects of his life and this stands as a chilling warning to others too. Cooper Clarke, on the other hand, seems to want to shout from the rooftops how much he is in love with is partner (Nico from The Velvet Underground, perhaps?). While the former is delivered neutrally and chillingly, Cooper Clarke’s has more passion and more genuine emotion.
Look at the Assessment Objectives and generic mark scheme below and consider – in pairs – what level this answer could possibly be.
Assessment Objectives:
Students must: 
AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: 
● maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 
● use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 
AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

AO4 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
GCSE Mark Scheme for Paper 2 Section B

Level 1 

· Identification of language, form and structure is minimal.
· Little evidence of relevant subject terminology. 
Level 2 

· There is some comment on the language, form and structure of the text.
· Limited use of relevant subject terminology to support examples given.
Level 3 

· The response shows an understanding of a range of language, form and structure features and links these to their effect on the reader.
· Relevant subject terminology is used to support examples given.
Level 4 

· Analysis of language, form and structure features and their effect on the reader is sustained.
· Relevant subject terminology is used accurately and appropriately to develop ideas.
Level 5 

· The response is a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship of language, form and structure and their effect on the reader.
· Relevant subject terminology is integrated and precise.

I think this student’s response fell into Level ___ because _____________________
____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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