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	Collection: Relationships
	Comparing poems

	Resources required:
· Edexcel GCSE Poetry Anthology, pages 5–21
· Worksheets A16.1, A16.2, A16.3, A16.4, A16.5, A16.6
	Assessment focuses:
AO2

AO3




	LESSON 16

	Learning objectives: 
· to revise poetic terms. 
· to prepare to compare poems effectively under exam conditions.
· to identify key quotations for revision purposes.

	Introduction: 
Teacher:
Inform students that they will be expected to write a response to a question that will include one named poem and another one of their choosing. They will have 30 minutes to write their response, so timing will be something to consider, too.
Before the activity, test their knowledge and understanding of poetic devices using the crossword on 
Worksheet A16.1.
Groups:
Having studied all the poems in the ‘Relationships’ collection of the Poetry Anthology, ask groups of three or four students to use Worksheet A16.2 to group the poems according to themes in common or obvious areas of comparison.
Ask groups to consider:

· shared/similar themes, e.g. the theme of loving relationships (new love, long-established love, lost love, etc.) or family relationships. A similar theme may be presented in different ways.
· similar tone and mood, e.g. the muted notes struck by ‘A Complaint’
· different aspects of relationships, e.g. passion (‘Sonnet 43’); bitterness (‘My Last Duchess’); sorrow (‘The Manhunt’).
Groups should compare their answers with another group and then present feedback to the whole class.

	Development: 
Pairs:
Hand out copies of Worksheet A16.3 and ask students to try to match pairs of poems based on the points of comparison from the introductory activity. Ask them to fill in their reasons for these pairings and provide textual evidence to illustrate their points. You might want to work through one together as a class to help them start their discussions.
Now ask pairs to consider the quotations they have used. Ask them to decide whether or not the quotations identified are indicative of the themes of the poem. Are there quotations that could be recorded and revised that better reflect each poem’s theme, tone and/or mood? Use Worksheet A16.4 to record their answers.
Whole class discussion: 

Pose the following question to the class:

Re-read ‘Sonnet 43’. Choose one other poem from the ‘Relationships’ anthology. Compare how passion is presented in the two poems.
In your answer you should consider the: 
· poets’ use of language, form and structure 

· influence of the contexts in which the poems were written. 

Give students copies of Worksheet A16.5, which lists the Assessment Objectives (AOs) as they appear in the Teacher’s Specification. Discuss each one with the class, ensuring they understand each AO and what they need to include in their answers. The worksheet also includes the mark scheme for the comparison question. Also discuss the mark scheme with the class, asking them to identify what aspects of their response would help them achieve higher marks on the exam. Point out, in particular, that students will not be able to progress beyond Level 2 if they do not compare two poems in their response.

Independent writing:

Now pose the previous question to the class to answer in exam conditions: 

Re-read ‘Sonnet 43’. Choose one other poem from the Relationships anthology. Compare how passion is presented in the two poems.
In your answer you should consider the: 
· poets’ use of language, form and structure 

· influence of the contexts in which the poems were written. 

Pairs/Peer-assessment:

Ask students to swap their answers from the independent writing task with a partner to check that they are supporting their explanation with appropriate evidence. They should also check that they are using appropriate technical vocabulary (e.g. in their references to language, form and structure). Ask students to write a comment on how their partner’s answer could have been improved. Have students use Worksheet A16.6 for peer assessment.

	Conclusion: 
Teacher:

Ask students to read through their own response and evaluate the following points.
· What went well?

· How could they improve next time?

· How are they going to action this?

	Homework: 
Review and revise their self-assessed and peer-set targets for improvement.
NB: Be sure to collect student responses for evaluation and give feedback to each student for them to prepare for their exams.

	Answers:

Worksheet A16.1

Across

4 quatrain

6 irony

7 dialect

9 metaphor

10 onomatopoeia

Down

1 personification

2 sonnet

3 ballad

5 sestet

8 enjambment
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