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	Collection: Relationships 
	‘A Complaint’ William Wordsworth

	Resources required:
· Edexcel GCSE Poetry Anthology, page 9
· Audio A4
· Glossary PowerPoint A4
· Worksheets A4.1, A4.2, A4.3, A4.4, A4.5
	Assessment focuses:
AO2
AO3


	LESSON 4

	Learning objective: 
· to understand how Wordsworth uses metaphor to convey the pain of lost love.
	Glossary terms: 
· sestet

· simile

· metaphor
· extended metaphor

	Introduction: 
Context: 
If you have been teaching these poems in the order in which they appear in the Poetry Anthology, it is worth reminding the class that this is the fourth and final Romantic poem they will be studying from this collection.
Other contextual points to share:
· In publishing his poetry collection, Lyrical Ballads, in 1802, alongside co-author, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Wordsworth said they were placing the ‘spontaneous overflow’ of emotions at the heart of their work. This lay the foundations for later Romantic poets, who would emphasise pure emotion and use emotion as a unifying theme in their writing. This created a new Romantic sensitivity in English literature. 
· After three years abroad in Malta, Coleridge returned to visit his once-close friend, Wordsworth, in 1806, and everyone present felt the change in the two poets’ relationship. Might this be the subject of this poem? Does it necessarily have to be a romantic break-up that A Complaint is about?
Whole class/First reading:
Use Worksheet A4.1 to display the poem at the front of the class while you play Audio A4. Ask students to consider the poem’s structure as they listen. They should be confident enough to recognise the regular rhyme scheme (ABABCC) as well as the use of the sestet form (see Glossary PowerPoint A4).
Pairs:

Ask students to reread the poem and identify why this could be considered a Romantic poem. What aspect of a relationship does it explore? They should identify the emotional tone of the poem and some may comment on the use of Wordsworth’s metaphorical imagery associated with water. They should also be able to identify the theme of the poem: a break-up of a relationship that still feels raw. 

	Development: 
Pairs/Exploring metaphor:

Check that students understand the use of extended metaphor, referring to Glossary PowerPoint A4 if necessary.

Ask pairs to discuss and make notes/brainstorm the suggested meaning of the following metaphorical images:

· Your love hath been, nor long ago,/A fountain at my fond heart’s door

· A comfortless and hidden well
Students can then write out a short response on a sticky note and post it up at the front of the class. For example, ‘Love is like a fountain because…’

Teacher:

Read out the different responses and let the class decide which are the most appropriate. Is there any common ground in the class? 
Pairs:

Ask students to use Worksheet A4.2 to record their thoughts on the poem’s tone and imagery.
Consider the following:

· How do language choices and/or voice create a sense of tone (e.g. consider the inclusion of words such as comfortless and silence)?
· How does the poet’s use of imagery add to the intended meaning of the poem? Consider his use of the extended metaphor.
When considering the tone and imagery used by the poet, how does this develop the poem’s themes?
Independent writing: 

If needed, please inform/review and revise with the students the following information about a PEEE response:

Point – make a clear point about an aspect of the text and link back to the question.

Evidence – choose an appropriate quotation that supports your point.
Explanation – why does the particular quotation support your point? What does it suggest (e.g. This quotation suggests…)?
Evaluation – what is the intended reader reaction? Is it effective? Offer a personal opinion.
Ask students to analyse in writing, quoting textual references and using PEEE, how Wordsworth uses metaphors to develop his theme of lost love/break-up.
Pairs/Peer assessment:
Ask students to swap their answers from the writing task with a partner. Check that they are using appropriate evidence and giving an appropriate analysis of the effectiveness of the imagery. They should also ensure that their partner has included suitable technical vocabulary (e.g. in their references to language, form and structure). Students could write a comment on how their partner’s answer might have been improved. They can use Worksheet A4.3 to help them identify possible areas for improvement.
Teacher: 

Share some responses with the class. 

	Conclusion: 
Whole class: 
Recap the effectiveness of love being compared to a fountain during a relationship and then to a well once the relationship has come to an end.
Use Worksheet A4.4 to help students independently identify the emotions and relationships explored in the poems in this collection which they feel have the most in common with ‘A Complaint’.

	Homework:
Students could develop their own metaphorical allusions to love. They may want to look at how other poems in this collection use metaphors before writing several of their own (e.g. the use of humorous metaphors in ‘i wanna be yours’). You could ask different groups to develop metaphors for the following different stages of love, to share later with the class:
· new love

· established love; the love of long-term partners
· heartbreak and heartache.

	Support: 
· Use Glossary PowerPoint A4 to offer students a definition for metaphor. Ensure that they understand the difference between simile, metaphor and extended metaphor.
	Challenge: 
· Ask more confident students to read another poem by Wordsworth on the theme of lost love: ‘Why art thou silent!’ The text is provided on Worksheet A4.5. They could compare the use of the plant metaphor in that poem with the water metaphor in ‘A Complaint’ and comment on how they are similar or different in their effect.

	Suggested answers:

Answers will vary.
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