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	Collection: Relationships
	‘Nettles’ Vernon Scannell

	Resources required:
· Edexcel GCSE Poetry Anthology, page 19
· Audio A13

· Glossary PowerPoint A13

· Worksheets A13.1, A13.2, A13.3, A13.4
	Assessment focuses:
AO2

AO3


	LESSON 13

	Learning objective:

· to explore how Scannell uses imagery and metaphor to convey his feelings about parenthood.
	Glossary terms:
· regiment
· spite
· soothed
· billhook
· honed
· pyre
· metaphor

	Introduction:

Teacher/Context:
Outline the context of the poem briefly for students: since Vernon Scannell (1922–2007) fought during the Second World War, his poetry often reflected on his experiences of war. ‘Nettles’ is one such poem that makes use of the imagery associated with war. Scannell joined the army in 1940 at the age of 18. While stationed in Tunisia, North Africa, he deserted from the army because of the horrors he witnessed and was subsequently caught and imprisoned in Alexandria, Egypt. On his release he went back into service and was shortly afterwards wounded, only to abscond again while recovering in a military hospital. Another arrest followed in 1947 (two years after the war ended) and finally he was court-martialled, but subsequently released, which allowed him to devote himself to a career in writing.
Whole class/Before reading:

Display the last line of the poem using Worksheet A13.1. Ask students to speculate about what might have happened to the son. How old is the son? What has ‘wounded’ him? How badly? What are the narrator’s feelings?
Whole class/First reading:

Display slide 2 of Glossary PowerPoint A13 and play Audio A13 or read the poem to the class. Ask students to follow the text on page 19 of the Poetry Anthology. Encourage students to describe their first impressions of the poem. How does it compare with what they thought it might be about, based on the last line? Are they surprised? What did they notice most about the poem? Did they get a good picture of what the poet is describing?
Individuals/Close reading:

Distribute Worksheet A13.2. Invite students to draw images to tell the narrative of the poem. Students should then find words or phrases from the poem that they found particularly effective or intriguing and add them to the appropriate storyboard frames to summarise what is happening. Ask them to swap storyboards with a partner and discuss whether they have represented the sequence of the narrative effectively. Take feedback from the class. Which words or phrases did students find effective? Explain that the poet uses imagery and metaphor to ‘draw’ his storyboard within the poem.

Development:

Pairs/Identifying metaphors: 

Display slide 3 of Glossary PowerPoint A13. Ask students, working in pairs, to list as many metaphors as possible in the poem. Ask pairs to look at their list of metaphors in the poem and determine what the link is between the words. Each pair should pick a word or two that suggests or explains the link between the metaphors. Take feedback from the pairs. What links did they find? Make sure that students understand that the metaphors are linked with military/war/pain images. Ask pairs to discuss, and be prepared to report back on, what this link tells the reader about the narrator’s feelings towards the nettles. Take feedback. What did most pairs think the father felt about the nettles? What does this say about the father’s relationship with his son?

	Groups/Exploring relationships:

Ask students, working in groups, to identify and discuss the different aspects of fatherhood depicted in the poem and decide which is the most prominent. They should be prepared to justify their answers. Take feedback from the whole class. What aspects of the poem led groups to their conclusions? Look at the last three lines of the poem and point out the shift that occurs here. Ask students what they think the poet is saying and how this section represents the narrator’s feelings.

Independent writing:
If needed, please inform/review and revise with the students the following information about a PEEE response:

Point – make a clear point about an aspect of the text and link back to the question.

Evidence – choose an appropriate quotation that supports your point.
Explanation – why does the particular quotation support your point? What does it suggest (e.g. This quotation suggests…)?
Evaluation – what is the intended reader reaction? Is it effective? Offer a personal opinion.
Ask students to write a PEEE paragraph explaining why Scannell has chosen to use military images to explore ideas about parenthood in this poem.
Pairs/Peer assessment:

Ask students to swap their answers from the independent writing task with a partner to check that they are using appropriate evidence to support their explanation. Ask students to check also that they are using appropriate technical vocabulary (e.g. in their references to language, form and structure). Ask students to write a comment on how their partner’s answer could have been improved. Make use of Worksheet A13.3 to help.
Ask for feedback from students. You may wish to ask for example answers to be shared with the class.

	Conclusion:
Whole class:

Recap and ensure that students have:

· understood the ways Scannell has used imagery to convey his feelings about parenthood
· responded to the battle metaphors used to convey the savagery he perceives in the nettles’ ‘attack’ on 
his son.

Brainstorm ideas, using two columns, about when parents are showing necessary care to protect children and when they can become ove-protective. How should children respond to what they see as overprotective behaviour (for example, severe restrictions on their movements)?

	Homework:
In the poem ‘Nettles’, Scannell uses metaphorical imagery associated with war to describe his son’s fall and subsequent injuries. Ask students to compare this poem and its use of imagery with one other poem from this collection that makes use of imagery in unusual and/or imaginative ways to explore relationships. Worksheet A13.4 provides some prompts to help focus students on the homework task.

	Support:

· Recap on metaphor. Support students in finding the metaphors in the poem, perhaps by giving them line references: 2, 3, 11, 13, 13, 15, 16. Help them to appreciate how a word, such as ‘spears’, is used to represent something else, like ‘nettles’, and the overall impact of such imagery on the reader.
	Challenge:
· Ask students to write an answer to the following question: How does the poet express his views about his relationship with his son in this poem? Are you able to sympathise with him? Why? 
· Ask students to explain what the ‘sharp wounds’ in line 16 might refer to. Ask them to use evidence from the rest of the poem to justify their answers.

	Suggested answers:
Pairs/Identifying metaphors:
Metaphors: green spears, regiment of spite, fierce parade, funeral pyre, fallen dead, tall recruits, sharp wounds.

Links: military, soldiers, war, violence, pain/injury.

Independent writing:
Anger (fierce, dead, fury); protectiveness (seeking comfort, tender, soothed; regular rhyme suggests a nursery rhyme sung to comfort a child); communication between father and son (language is reminiscent of young boys’ ‘soldier’ games, monosyllabic words).
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