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	Collection: Relationships
	‘Valentine’ Carol Duffy

	Resources required:
· Edexcel GCSE Poetry Anthology, page 15
· Audio A9
· Glossary PowerPoint A9
· Worksheets A9.1, A9.2, A9.3 
	Assessment focuses:
AO2

AO3


	LESSON 9

	Learning objective:
· to understand how Duffy uses imagery and other linguistic devices to convey her understanding of love. 
	Glossary terms:
· lethal
· platinum
· simile 
· metaphor

	Introduction:

Teacher/Context:
Outline the potted biography of Britain’s first female Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy, for students. Duffy was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1955 but moved at the age of seven to Stafford. She trained as a teacher and taught in London before becoming a published poet. She now lives near Manchester and lectures in poetry. Like the poet Robert Browning (‘My Last Duchess’ in this collection), Duffy specialises in writing monologues from the point of view of disturbed individuals, with a strong focus on feminism reflected in her themes and approaches.
Pairs/Before reading:

Share several stereotypical images associated with Valentine’s Day: red roses, diamond rings, a heart shape. Ask students, in pairs, to consider what these symbols mean to them. They should give the expected responses that we all associate with these images: love and romance. Ask them why this should be the case and encourage them to create a new symbol for Valentine’s Day. Present as either a wall display or at the front of 
the class.
Whole class/First reading:

Play Audio A9 while students follow the poem on page 15 of the Poetry Anthology. Ask them to highlight the references to traditional images of Valentine’s Day and love (red rose, satin heart, photo, cute card, kissogram, kiss, faithful, wedding-ring). Encourage students to consider the context in which these references are used. Draw out that these traditional things are either dismissed (Not a…) or related to aspects of the onion (platinum loops, cling, possessive and faithful). Guide students to an understanding that Duffy is drawing parallels between love/relationships and the characteristics of an onion.

	Development:

Individuals/Exploring ideas:

Introduce the idea that although an onion does not appear to be a very romantic gift, Duffy is using it as an extended metaphor for aspects of love. Ask students to identify the parallels that Duffy has drawn between the onion and love (see Suggested answers below). What senses does she make use of (sight, hearing, touch, smell, taste)? Ask them to write an explanation of why they think these parallels are effective. What impression of love do they give the reader? Refer them to Glossary PowerPoint A9 as necessary. Students should offer feedback to the class and ideas should be compared in discussion.
Pairs/Exploring ideas: 

Hand out Worksheet A9.1, which asks students to select comparisons to the onion that convey positive and negative attitudes towards love. Ask students whether the overall impression of love given in the poem is positive or negative. Why?
Independent writing:
If needed, please inform/review and revise with the students the following information about a PEEE response:

Point – make a clear point about an aspect of the text and link back to the question.

Evidence – choose an appropriate quotation that supports your point.
Explanation – why does the particular quotation support your point? What does it suggest (e.g. This quotation suggests…)?
Evaluation – what is the intended reader reaction? Is it effective? Offer a personal opinion.
Ask students to write a PEEE paragraph in response to the following question: How does Duffy use language and imagery to explore a variety of unusual ideas on love in this poem?
Pairs/Peer assessment:
Ask students to swap their answers from the writing task with a partner. Check that they are using appropriate evidence and giving an appropriate analysis of the effectiveness of the sonnet form. They should also ensure that their partner has included suitable technical vocabulary (e.g. in their references to language, form and structure). Students could write a comment on how their partner’s answer might have been improved. They can use Worksheet A9.2 to help them identify possible areas for improvement.
Ask for feedback from students. You may wish to ask for example answers to be shared with the class.


	Conclusion:
Whole class:

Recap and ensure that students have:

· understood how Duffy has used language and imagery to achieve effects
· grasped how she has engaged the reader

· responded to this unusual poem.

Discuss how everyday items or objects could be used in a similar way in a poem (e.g. a brick: strong, long-lasting; a paper clip: linking, connecting, keeping together).

	Homework:
Ask students to compare Duffy’s presentation of love in the poem ‘Valentine’ with one other poem from the ‘Relationships’ collection that presents the emotion of love in an interesting way. Ensure they explain in their response why they think this is an interesting presentation of love. Worksheet A9.3 is available to support this homework task.

	Support:

· Check that less confident students know what metaphors and similes are (refer to Glossary PowerPoint A9 as necessary). Ask them to identify one metaphor and one simile in this poem and to draw an image representing each one.

· Discuss how and why this imagery is used and what Duffy is trying to suggest.
	Challenge:

· Ask more confident students to look again at the lines that stand alone, as well as the one-word lines, and explain why, in their opinion, Duffy has used this form for the poem. How does it help to convey her understanding of love?

· Ask students to look at the last three lines of the poem and write a paragraph exploring why the poet decided to end on this chilling note. What effect does this have on the poem as a whole? How do these lines help to convey the complexity of relationships?


	Suggested answers
Individuals/Exploring ideas:
· It is a moon wrapped in brown paper – a plain brown cover conceals something wonderful – the moon is often associated with romantic evenings

· It promises light/like the careful undressing of love – light colour inside, naked body/emotions 

· blind you with tears/like a lover – love can make you cry, like an onion when it is peeled 

· It will make your reflection/a wobbling photo of grief – love can cause sadness and tears, like an onion when it is peeled

· Its fierce kiss – strength of feeling, and perhaps bitterness as well

· Its platinum loops shrink to a wedding-ring – the ring symbolises love and commitment

Worksheet A9.1

Positive: a moon wrapped in brown paper, promises, faithful, light, careful undressing, kiss
Negative: blind you with tears, wobbling photo of grief, fierce, lethal, possessive, cling to your fingers/knife
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