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Introduction

The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since
1789 (1ET0/02).

The pack includes scripts and commentaries for Option 2: Poetry since 1789. Option 1
exemplars for 19th-century Novel can be found in a separate pack on the website.

The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. NB:
there was optionality in place in 2022 details of which are included in this pack

In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Paper 2: Option 2 — Poetry since 1789

Script 1 — Question 1: Relationships
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Script 2 — Question 1: Relationships
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Script 3 — Question 1: Relationships
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Script 4 — Question 2: Conflict
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Script 5 — Question 2: Conflict
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Script 6 — Question 2: Conflict
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Script 7 — Question 2: Conflict
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Script 8— Question 3: Time and Place
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Paper 2: Option 2 — Poetry since 1789

Examiner commentaries
Question 1 - Relationships

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 1 In this short but confident response, the candidate compares a range of
points; however, the close analysis is not sustained. The candidate
compares the named poem with The Manhunt and considers the ‘fading
physical intimacy’, the growing distance in relationships, the physically
damaged heart, the wife who does not wish to give up but pursues the
relationship and is willing to take a risk. A clear understanding is
demonstrated, and a range of language points have been made. There is
no explicit reference to context, although there are references to PTSD
and war.

Level 3, 12 marks

Script 2 In this exemplar, the candidate chooses A Complaint for comparison.
There are some details, although little understanding of either is
demonstrated and there is brief coverage of each poem. There is a lack
of specific comparison; however, there is the discourse marker ‘Similarly’
used to start the second paragraph. Some language and structural points
are made, including some terminology: similes, the extended metaphor
and rhetorical question. There is some here, although points are
underdeveloped.

Level 2, 8 marks

Script 3 The candidate has chosen to compare the named poem with Neutral
Tones. This is a detailed response that demonstrates an assured
understand of both poems. The poems are compared throughout with
discourse markers such as ‘Similarly’, ‘Both poems ...’, ‘just like’ and
there is almost a balance of treatment when discussing the two poems.
Points include: the tone of disappointment, a relationship slowly fading
away, how a relationship has become ‘dull’, the shift of feelings, love that
is not genuine and much more. A particularly strong point is when the
candidate comments about colour imagery and how, in Neutral Tones,
the couple ‘radiate an energy of disgust and regret’. There are not many
quotations or evidence used from Neutral Tones and there could have
been more exploration of language. Interpretation is assured, but the
response lacks the precision for full marks.

Level 5, 18 marks
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Question 2 - Conflict

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 4 The candidate compares the named poem with Half-caste. The candidate
begins with some contextual points about the poets and continues with
examples of phonetic language and spelling, and the use of repetition.
Racial conflicts are explored and the poets’ emotions considered. A good
comparison is made about Zephaniah being ‘different to stereotypically
“‘normal” people’ and how Agard compares himself to Picasso. Some
interesting points have been made, but there is not enough development
to qualify this for the next level.

Level 3, 12 marks

Script 5 The candidate compares the named poem with Half-caste. The candidate
presents a range of ideas and explores the problems of prejudice, racism
and the use of derogatory terms but the writers remain proud of who they
are. The response is a little repetitive, but the candidate does compare
and include some contextual comment in relation to the poets’ personal
experiences. Language and structure points include the use of repetition,
the interrogative tone, adjectives, rhetorical question and derogatory
language. The lack of a range of points keeps this a just below the top of
Level 3.

Level 3, 11 marks

Script 6 The candidate compares the named poem with The Class Game. This is
a confident response that demonstrates assured and perceptive
understanding of the two poems. Points are supported with a wide range
of evidence and fully relevant contextual comment. The candidate
explores social injustice through the speakers’ personal experiences and
explores racism compared with issues of class. A range of subject
terminology is embedded throughout the essay and there are some
extremely well-expressed ideas, such as Zephaniah hoping to ‘enlighten
the eyes of the racists’, and the perceptive point about Timbuktu, make
this essay a pleasure to read.

Level 5, 20 marks

Script 7 The candidate compares the named poem with Half-caste. This response
considers the lack of respect people have for people of mixed race and
how racist judgements will not stop. There is comment about the use of
repetition, but there is very little coverage of either poem. There is some
here.

Level 2, 7 marks
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Question 3 - Time and Place

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 8 The candidate compares the named poem with To Autumn. This is a
sustained response that considers the mixed emotions and a sense of
unease in Steward Island and Keats’ experiences of nature. At times, the
points are a little repetitive and only part of the poems is considered.
There are valid points about conflicted feelings and wanting change. A
range of techniques are identified, such as, alliteration, tone,
enjambement, free verse, and rhetorical questions. Some thoughtful
comment is offered.

Level 4, 15 marks

Script 9 The candidate compares the named poem with Where the Picnic was.
This is a confident and assured response that maintains a sharp focus on
the question and considers varying points of view, abandonment, actions
and anecdotes, the use of settings, negative and positive experiences
and the weather. Poetic terminology is confidently applied throughout the
response, and the candidate comments on the use of tone, such as
sarcasm. There is some relevant context, although more explicit
contextual points could have been included. Despite the gender
confusion (Adcock), the response does not have to be perfect to achieve
of full marks.

Level 5, 20 marks

Question 4 — Belonging

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 10 The candidate compares the named poem with Peckham Rye Lane. In
this short response, the candidate considers both poems separately and
only makes one or two points. There is a valid point made about the
hairbrush bristles and how these are ‘uniform and even’. The brevity of
the response hinders progress, but there is some here.

Level 2, 5 marks

Script 11 The candidate compares the named poem with We Refugees, however
only one comparative point is made: ‘... they want to be back where they
feel happy’.

This is included to show that even a three-line response can gain marks
by identifying a relevant second poem and making a valid point.

Level 1, 2 marks

Script 12 The candidate compares the named poem with Peckham Rye Lane.
Negative and positive views of London are presented, such as the Island
man dreaming about the bright colours of the Caribbean compared with
the ‘grey’ of London, yet Blakemore prefers the ‘busy multi-cultural
population of London’ with its popular shops. There is some comment
about structure and there are some examples to support the points made.
More coverage would have benefited this response. Level 3, 10 marks
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Question 5 — Unseen Poetry

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 13 This is a short response that demonstrates some understanding of the
poems and includes some relevant points. The candidate writes a short
paragraph in answer to each of the bullet points in the question. The lack
of specific examples or close analysis of language hinders progress, but
there is enough here to slip this just in to Level 2.

Level 2, 5 marks

Script 14 The candidate compares both poems throughout the response and
begins with an interesting point about how the contrasting spellings of the
title (Grannie/Seeing Granny) reflects the different characters of the
women. The positives and negatives are explored together with the
physical appearances. There are some well-expressed ideas, such as
‘the contrast in the simile of Poem 1 and the metaphor of Poem 2 ... A
range of terms has been used, such as: verbs, enjambement, contrasts,
simile and exclamation, and evidence is used to support the points made.
The is not much coverage of the Grannie poem; however, a thoughtful
and sustained response is presented.

Level 4, 14 marks

Script 15 This response demonstrates a sound understanding of the two poems
and compares a range of points often in Point, Evidence, Explain format.
Points include: the contrasting characters and how one comforts and the
other protects; their ages; tone and structure. Some terminology is used
(caesura, juxtaposition and personification), but more coverage and
examples would have benefited this response. This just slip in to the
lower-end of Level 3.

Level 3, 10 marks

Script 16 This is a confident, structured response that includes a range of
interesting and perceptive ideas, such as the point about Scannell’s
grandmother possibly no longer being alive. Points include: the use of
sensory images, ‘Grannie’ being gentle, loving and caring and how both
grandmothers’ loving natures suggest ‘universal actions’. There is also
comment about the use of rhyme scheme and the positive effect it has on
the reader. The use of terminology is integrated and precise and a range
of evidence supports the points made.

Level 5, 20 marks

Script 17 This is an interesting response. On first glance it appears that the
response could have been crossed-out, but the lines on it are in relation
to additional points that have been added. Between the sections of other
crossings-out, there are some valid points, such as the loving care
demonstrated by both grandmothers and how the speaker of Poem 2,
Seeing Granny, does not reciprocate the grandmother’s enthusiasm.
There is identification of repetition, but the brevity of the response, little
coverage and lack of close analysis hinders progress. There is some
here.

Level 2, 7 marks
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Summer 2022

Optionality

GCSE (9-1) English Literature
options for 2022

Following the Ofgual consultations regarding changes to 2022
assessments, and to help ease the burden of teaching all four sections,

our centres will only need to deliver three out of four sections and will have

the option to choose between teaching 19th century fiction or poetry for
Paper 2. See below for some examples:

Option 1 1ETON

Pearson
Edexcel

Shakespeare

Post-1914 text

18th-century novel

E.g. Macbeth

E.g. An Inspector Calls

E.g. A Christmas Carol

Looking to improve diversity within your curriculum?

Why not try one of our new texts?

E.g. Romeo and Juliet

E.g. Refugee Boy

E.g. Jekyll and Hyde

Option 2 1ETO P
Shakespeare Post-1914 text Poetry
E.g. Macbeth E.g. An Inspector Calls E.g. Confiict

Poetry Collection

Looking to improve diversity within your curriculum?
Why not try our new poetry collection?

E.g. Romeo and Juliet

E.g. Refugee Boy

E.q. Belonging
Poetry Collection
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