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Introduction

The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since
1789 (1ET0/02).

The pack includes scripts and commentaries for Option 1: 19th-century Novel. Option
2 exemplars for Poetry since 1789 can be found in a separate pack on the website.

The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. NB:
there was optionality in place in 2022 details of which are included in this pack

In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Paper 2: Option 1 — 19th-century Novel

Script 1 — Question 1: Jane Eyre
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Paper 2: Option 1 — 19th-century Novel

Pearson
Edexcel

Examiner commentaries

Question

1 - Jane Eyre

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 1

Part (a)

The candidate makes a range of points in relation to Helen Burns (in the
extract) and identifies a range of techniques. There are comments and
examples in relation to tone, the use of rhetorical questions, repetition,
listing, pronouns and the literary genre of the bildungsroman. The
candidate identifies that Helen is a role model, passionate, dedicated, has
strong morals and has religious faith. There is much here and the
candidate engages with the question.

Level 5, 18 marks

Part (b)

In this response the candidate explores the different locations where
teaching and learning takes place, including Gateshead, Lowood,
Thornfield, and Marsh End. There is some thoughtful engagement and
good points, such as Jane matures through teaching. There is a focus of
education in a broad sense; there is breadth but not depth, as more
specific details could have been included. This just slips into Level 5.
Level 5, 17 marks

Question

2 — Great Expectations

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 2

Part (a)

In this brief response, there is some personal engagement with the
question, but there is a lack of close analysis of language, form and
structure. There is a comment about ‘awkwardness’ and how the meeting
was ‘weird’. The brevity of the response hinders progress.

Level 1, 3 marks

Part (b)

This short answer includes points from the given extract and little from
elsewhere; however, there is some valid comment.

Level 1, 3 marks

Script 3

Part (a)
This response maturely explores a wide range of language and explores
some words in depth, such as ‘wretched’ and ‘remained’ and the effect on
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the reader is considered. There is identification of exclamations, verbs,
nouns, adjectives, a euphemism and repetition. Points include: how the
meeting was awkward, but friendly; Pip’s feelings and emotions; Estella’s
‘majesty and charm’; the tensions and Estella being ‘almost confessional’
and more. In this response, the analysis is deep but not broad.

Level 5, 18 marks

Part (b)

The candidate provides a range of points in relation to Estella elsewhere
in the novel, including: events at Satis House and Pip’s desire to better
himself following Estella’s poor treatment of him; how Estella helps Miss
Havisham to ‘break men’s hearts’ and how through Estella, Pip learns life
lessons. Some pertinent quotations are used, particularly the reference to
moths when Estella warns Pip of the dangers of falling in love with her.
Level 5, 17 marks

Question 3 — Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 4 Part (a)

This response explores the use of adjectives, foreshadowing, verbs and
adjectives when discussing events in ‘The Incident at the Window’, and
how events change from calm to fearful. The paragraphs are in ‘Point,
Evidence, Explain’ (PEE) format, but ideas are not fully developed. This is
a useful example of a Level 3 response.

Level 3, 11 marks

Part (b)

The candidate explores the friendships between Utterson and Jekyll, and
Utterson and Enfield. There are comments about Utterson caring for
Jekyll and despite Utterson and Enfield not speaking much, they share a
bond. There are some comments in relation to the given extract, but a fair
point is made about Utterson and Enfield’s actions and how they could
have helped Jekyll rather than walking away. Ideas are not sustained, but
a sound understanding of the novel is demonstrated.

Level 3, 11 marks

Script 5 Part (a)

This is an impressive and maturely expressed response that explores a
range of techniques, including pathetic fallacy, listing, juxtaposition, verbs,
adjectives, and more. Points are made about the contrast in setting, fear,
powerful emotions, the shock and terror of the events and how this is
‘impactful’. There is a wide range of developed points supported with fully
relevant examples, embedded quotations and integrated subject
terminology.

Level 5, 20 marks
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Part (b)

Various friendships are explored in this response, including those shared
between Jekyll, Utterson, Lanyon and Hyde. The varying natures of the
friendships are explored and how these become strained. This is an
assured response exploring a number of examples from across the novel.
Level 5, 20 marks

Question 4 — A Christmas Carol

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 6 Part (a)

This is a focused, thoughtful and sustained response that explores the
use of simple sentences, adjectives, dramatic irony, exclamatory
sentences and adverbs. There is consideration of the effect on the reader
and a wide range of evidence is used to support the points made.

Level 4, 14 marks

Part (b)

Kindness is explored through Fred (the ‘antithesis of Scrooge’), the
relationship between Scrooge and his sister, Fan, and the kindness
shown by Fezziwig that contrasts with Scrooge’s meanness. There is
some contextual comment, AO3, that is not assessed in this paper,
however, the point is linked to kindness. There are some grey areas, such
as where the candidate muddles Scrooge with Fred, but a clear
understanding is still demonstrated.

Level 3, 12 marks

Script 7 Part (a)

This is a good example of a formulaic response following the ‘Point,
Evidence, Technique, Effect on Reader’ (PETER) approach that deals
with the assessment criteria. Specific words and phrases are explored
and the candidate considers the readers’ hope and excitement for
Scrooge’s redemption. Other points include Scrooge’s terror, how he
learns a lesson and how the spirit provides him with a warning. Some
ideas are repeated and there is a grey area about the spirit telling
Scrooge to wake up and change. However, there is enough here to place
the response at the top of the level.

Level 3, 12 marks

Part (b)

Some thoughtful points are made in this response and how Scrooge goes
‘on a kindness rampage’. Points include: how Scrooge changes the
Cratchits’ lives; Scrooge’s kindness towards Bob and how Bob is thankful
towards Scrooge; Fred’s kindness towards his uncle; kindness versus
ignorance; Scrooge buying the Cratchits the turkey and Scrooge going to
Fred’s party. At times, there seems to be more comment about
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happiness; however, a thorough understanding of the novel is
demonstrated.
Level 4, 14 marks

Script 8 Part (a)

Despite the difficult handwriting in this short response relevant comments
are made, such as teaching Scrooge a lesson and visiting the graveyard.
One quotation is provided but the response is not always focused on the
extract.

Level 1, 4 marks

Part (b)

Again, although we must work for the candidate, there are comments
about Scrooge’s kindness when he buys meat for the Cratchits, gives
coal to Bob and pays for Tiny Tim’s treatment. Although some points are
repeated, there is some understanding here.

Level 2, 5 marks

Script 9 Part (a)

This formulaic response, following PEE format, includes points about the
visit to the graveyard being ‘questionable’, terrifying, scary, traumatising
and religious. Each point is supported with a relevant example, although
there is little explanation, as comment tends to rephrase the quotation or
repeat the introductory point. Terms are not identified, but the reference
to ‘In the beginning ...’, ‘In the middle ..." and ‘In the end ..." could be
considered structural points. There is some understanding here.

Level 2, 7 marks

Part (b)

This brief response refers to Tiny Tim’s kindness when he says ‘God
bless us all’ and when Scrooge give donations to the charity workers
towards the end of the novel.

Level 1, 3 marks

Script 10 Part (a)

The candidate provides an overall view of the extract that is fluid and
demonstrates confidence. Even though specific poetic terminology is not
used, subject terminology is evident, such as foreboding, connotations,
repeatedly, portrays and so on. The candidate selects specific words and
phrases and explores these in detail and there are comments in relation
to structure. Points include the negative experience that ends on the
positive, the dismal conditions, the sense of foreboding, Scrooge’s fear
and being grateful for being given another chance. This is assured,
cohesive evaluation of the extract.

Level 5, 20 marks

Part (b)

In this response, the candidate explores kindness through: Fred and his
persistence in inviting his uncle to spend Christmas with him; Marley’s
ghost saving Scrooge from ‘eternal suffering’; Money given to charity and
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Scrooge being kind to the Cratchit family. The candidate demonstrates an
assured understanding of the novel through the examples presented.
Level 5, 20 marks

Question 5 — Pride and Prejudice

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 11 Part (a)

This response does not always deal with the Assessment Objective
(AO2) and there are some comments that are out of extract. In addition,
there are some misinterpretations, such as Wickham showing respect for
Darcy, when in reality he does not. The response tends to explore how
Wickham presents himself as noble, rather than how Austen presents him
in this extract to the reader. There is no recognition of Wickham’s devious
nature; however, the point about his secretiveness is a relevant point.
Level 2, 8 marks

Part (b)

Pride is explored through the characters of Lady Catherine de Bourgh
and her self-esteem, Mr Collins who is proud of his association with Lady
Catherine and Mrs Bennet. There are some inaccuracies, such as ‘Mrs
Bingley and her friend ...” describing the Bennet family as ‘peasants’ or
how Mr Collins is ‘a servant for Lady Catherine’. This is a superficial
reading of the novel that demonstrates some understanding of the novel.
Level 2, 8 marks

Question 6 — Silas Marner

Examiner commentary and mark
Script 12 This candidate does not label the separate parts of the question.

Part (a)

When exploring the search for Lantern Yard, the candidate makes some
valid points; however, there are some grey areas and comments that go
out of the extract. Ideas are not always clearly expressed, such as how
the former town is ‘defended’ by Silas; however, the point in relation to
the differences between Raveloe and Lantern Yard is valid. There does
not appear to be a clear understanding of the extract and the Assessment
Objective (AO2) is not dealt with.

Level 2, 6 marks

Part (b)

Change is explored through Silas leaving the church, Silas’ desire for
wealth, Sally (Oates) receiving herbal tea from Silas and the change it
has on her, Silas’ loss of wealth and the theft of his gold, finding Eppie
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and how she changes his life, and the changes in Lantern Yard. Ideas are
not fully developed, but a range of examples have been provided.
Level 3, 10 marks

Question 7 — Frankenstein

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 13 Part (a)

This response includes a range of points and impressive vocabulary,
such as ‘epigenetic’ and ‘psychoanalytic’ theories, and a range of
techniques are applied. There are comments about Victor loving his
country and how the poor weather foreshadows future danger. There is
awareness of the different emotions felt throughout the extract; however,
some points require further clarification. The response is a little repetitive
in places and alternative interpretations are offered. This is a thoughtful
response that is working towards Level 5.

Level 4, 16 marks

Part (b)

This response to the question of fear tends to focus more on obsession.
Although there are comments in relation to fear, such as Margaret’s fear
for her brother, Walton; Walton’s fear for his crew, and Victor’s fears
about his creation, the response often loses focus. On a best fit basis, this
is a Level 4 response demonstrating some thoughtful engagement with
the question.

Level 4, 14 marks

Script 14 Part (a)

This response is more focused than the previous example and explores a
range of language, form and structure. Points include: Frankenstein’s
delight in returning to Geneva and how he has missed it, how he turns to
nature and defies it, the dark and scary atmosphere and how the gates of
Geneva are shut. Relevant terminology is employed, although more
examples could be included to support the points made, such as referring
to the ‘terrific crash’ when discussing onomatopoeia.

Level 4, 15 marks

Part (b)

Fear is explored through it leading to destruction, such as the monster (or
creature) killing Victor’s loved ones, Clerval and Elizabeth; the monster
destroying the DelLacey’s cottage; how the monster’'s hope in humanity is
destroyed through fear; the fear of loneliness and the paradox of Walton’s
initial lack of fear. Some well-chosen references have been included in
this sustained response. The point about the paradox is assured and slips
this into the top level.

Level 5, 17 marks
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Summer 2022 Optionality

GCSE (9-1) English Literature
options for 2022

Following the Ofqual consultations regarding changes to 2022
assessments, and to help ease the burden of teaching all four sections,

our centres will only need to deliver three out of four sections and will have

the option to choose between teaching 19th century fiction or poetry for
Paper 2. See below for some examples:

Option 1 1ETO N

Pearson
Edexcel

Shakespeare

Post-1914 text

19th-century novel

E.g. Macbeth

E.g. An Inspector Calls

E.g. A Christmas Carol

Looking to improve diversity within your curriculum?

Why not try one of our new texts?

E.g. Romeo and Juliet

E.g. Refugee Boy

E.g. Jekyll and Hyde

Option 2 1ETOP
Shakespeare Post-1914 text Poetry
E.g. Macbeth E.g. An Inspector Calls E.g. Confiict

Poetry Collection

Looking to improve diversity within your curriculum?
Why not try our new poetry collection?

E.g. Romeo and Juliet

E.g. Refugee Boy

E.g. Belonging
Poetry Collection
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