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Introduction  

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature 
(1ET0/01).  

 The pack contains scripts from Section B: Post -1914 Literature (British Novel).  Scripts 
for Section A: Shakespeare and Section B: Post-1914 Literature (British Play) are in 
separate packs on the website. 

 The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. 

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.  

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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Paper 1: Section B – Post-1914 Literature 
(British Novel) 

Script 1 – Question 19: Animal Farm 
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Script 2 – Question 19: Animal Farm 
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Script 3 – Question 20: Animal Farm 
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Script 4 – Question 21: Lord of the Flies 
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Script 5 – Question 22: Lord of the Flies 
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Script 6 – Question 23: Anita and Me 
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Script 7 – Question 24: Anita and Me 
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Script 8 – Question 25: The Woman in Black 
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Script 9 – Question 26: The Woman in Black 
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Script 10 – Question 29: Boys Don’t Cry 
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Script 11 – Question 30: Boys Don’t Cry 
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Paper 1: Section B – Post-1914 Literature 
(British Novel) 

Examiner commentaries 
Question 19 – Animal Farm 

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 1  a simple and straightforward response, which shows little personal 

response to the relationship between Snowball and Napoleon. The 
candidate does understand who the characters are and how they 
differ, with Napoleon ‘allway changes the Animal rule’, whilst 
Snowball is ‘kicked out of Animal farm’ 

 there is little evidence of a critical style and little relevant 
supporting reference to the text 

 the response lacks links to context. 
 

AO1/3 Level 1 (4 marks) 
AO4    Level 2 (3 marks)   

 

Question 20 – Animal Farm 

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 2  An extremely perceptive and assured response that explores the 

ways that dishonesty is presented in Animal Farm. Points include 
discussion of the ‘false facts and figures produced by Squealer’ 
and the way the pigs alter the 7 Commandments and control the 
other animals ‘through propaganda and manipulation’.  

 Each section of the response presents a central idea, which is 
supported by a discerning range of examples integrated within the 
response. The analysis of each idea is thoroughly developed 
before the candidate moves on to the next point.  

 The critical style is mature and the candidate explores a range of 
ideas and interpretations, linking analysis to the writer’s purpose or 
the context underpinning the novel: ‘Not only does this create 
dishonesty, it also continues to prove George Orwell’s point about 
dictators’.  

 The response shows the candidate has an excellent understanding 
of the context and its relationship with the text.: ‘these killings 
mirror the ‘Great Purges’, held by Stalin’. 

AO1/3 – Level 5 (32 marks) 
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AO4 – Level 3 (8 marks) 

Script 3  a sustained response, which has a thorough engagement with the 
text and the way dishonesty is presented in Animal Farm, 
particularly through the character of Napoleon whose ‘dishonesty 
towards the animals results’ in the animals being taken advantage 
of and the use of propaganda and the way ‘the pigs use lies and 
deceit’ to change the commandments    

 each paragraph opens with an appropriate and relevant discussion 
of the context, which is then linked to the text. Although AO1 and 3 
are equally weighted, three of the four bullet descriptors are 
focused on the analysis of text. It is therefore important that 
responses are driven by analysis of the text with the context being 
used to explore the interrelationship between it and the theme or 
character/s being discussed - (bullet 4) 

 the candidate shows a sustained understanding, using a critical 
style and well-chosen examples from the text to meet the 
requirements of a Level 4.  

 
AO1/3 Level 4 (22 marks) 
AO4    Level 3 (8 marks) 
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Question 21 – Lord of the Flies  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 4  the response meets all the requirements of a Level 2 and, although 

some areas do require further development and fuller analysis, it is 
beginning to show a sound understanding of the way evil is 
presented in the novel 

 the candidate explores the presentation of evil through the action 
of the boys when they are hunting the pig and ‘chanting ‘kill the 
pig, cut her throat, spill her blood’’, the changes in Jack and the 
way he led the boys ‘to destruction’ and the ‘connotations towards 
evil’ through the fire and sacrifice 

 there are some references to text and an emerging critical style: ‘I 
think…’, although this is not always maintained 

 the response includes contextual references to Coral Island and 
Hitler to discuss the relationship between text and context.   

 
AO1/3 Level 3 (14 marks) 
AO4    Level 3 (6 marks) 

 

Question 22 – Lord of the Flies  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 5  although the response does follow a formulaic format, with each 

paragraph opening with ‘Golding presents the hunters…’ and 
concluding with ‘contextually…’ there is a sound understanding of 
the novel. The candidate considers the way the Hunters appear 
‘inhumane’, evil, the way they become savages and how they 
finally lose their innocence through the killing of Simon 

 the quality of the response improves as it progresses and it begins 
to show signs of a more sustained quality, with analysis of 
examples more developed and critical in style 

 textual examples are integrated, although they are not always fully 
relevant to the point being made. Further development, unpicking 
of these examples and exploration of why things are presented a 
certain way would move this into a Level 4 

 contextually, the candidate illustrates a sound understanding of 
how the Hunters and their behaviour mirrors the ‘war around them’ 
and how they appear as ‘soldiers’.  

 
AO1/3 Level 3 (19 marks) 
AO4    Level 3 (7 marks) 
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Question 23 – Anita and Me  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 6  Despite the short response the candidate shows some 

understanding of the novel and the way that Tracey is presented 
as ‘a little girl, approximately 6 years old’, the sister of Anita and 
possibly the ‘victim of sexual abuse’.  

 The response is a little narrative at times, particularly on page 2, 
however there is some evidence of a personal response and 
understanding, with a number of points supported by some 
paraphrased references to the text.  

 Some of the points lack development, for example paragraph 3 on 
page 1 shows some understanding of the character of Tracey but 
needs expanding further. What does the possible abuse tell us 
about Tracey’s life and family? How does this link to the context? 

 There is some awareness of the context of the novel and how life 
in the fictitious village of Tollington reflects the wider society where 
‘factorys are closed down leaving to high unemployed’. However, 
the context does not always support the point being made and acts 
as a stand-alone paragraph on page 1. 

AO1/3 – Level 2 (11 marks) 

AO4 – Level 2 (4 marks) 

 

Question 24 – Anita and Me  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 7  A confidently written and perceptive response, which covers a wide 

range of examples within the novel to explore how challenges are 
presented. Areas considered include: the way the Kumars face the 
challenge of being ‘the only Indian people’ in Tollington and how 
this makes them ‘feel out of place’; the challenge of being forced to 
leave India and having to establish a ‘disaporatic community’; 
Meena’s challenge to fit in and ‘accepting her own identity’ and the 
challenges faced by Anita and Tracey who ‘suffer abuse from their 
parents’. 

 Every point is fully supported by a discerning range of textual 
exemplification, which are integrated within each paragraph 
thereby allowing the candidate to present their critical 
understanding of the question and theme within the novel in a 
mature and perceptive way. 

 Contextual comments are excellent and support each point made 
rather than being used to describe everything the candidate knows 
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about the historical setting, the social background and the writer’s 
purpose. 

 The links between the text and context are excellent and 
convincingly integrated. This is a good example of a full mark 
response.     

AO1/3 – Level 5 (32 marks) 

AO4 – Level 3 (8 marks) 

 
 

Question 25 – The Woman in Black  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 8  although this is a fairly short response, it does move away from a 

narrative approach and the candidate does show some 
understanding of the way two locations are presented in the novel. 
Mention is made to the causeway, and how it ‘creates the theme of 
isolation and the supernatural’ and the way that ‘eel marsh house 
is a big house isolated from the town’ 

 there are two relevant textual examples and there is some critical 
analysis and engagement, which explores how the use of different 
locations are ‘foreshadowing for what is going to happen’ 

 although there is no explicit comment on context, the candidate 
does mention that the use of locations enables the reader to ‘know 
what kind of book it is’. 

 
AO1/3 Level 2 (10 marks) 
AO4    Level 2 (4 marks) 

 
 

Question 26 – The Woman in Black  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 9  an extremely mature and perceptive piece of writing that takes a 

more philosophical approach to analysing the text and how 
memories are important in The Woman in Black, acting as ‘the 
driving force of the plot’ 

 whilst the writing style is mature and illustrates a perceptive 
understanding of the novel, it was felt that, at times, due to the 
philosophical approach of the candidate, that the engagement with 
the text was not secure enough for a mark at the top of a Level 5. 
In the same way as candidates are encouraged to use the text to 
explore its relationship to the context, using the text as the primary 
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focus to then explore the philosophical elements of the novel would 
be a better approach in this response 

 all references are discerning and support and develop the points 
made 

 comments on context are discerning and explore how ‘the entire 
story is a frame narrative’ and maintains the conventions of a 
‘Gothic novelo’.  

AO1/3 Level 5 (30 marks) 
AO4    Level 3 (8 marks) 
 

 

Question 29 – Boys Don’t Cry  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 10  The question asks the candidate to discuss the ways love is 

important in the novel and although many of the paragraphs do 
explore this theme, there are one or two areas where the focus 
drifts away and considers other themes within the novel. For 
example, paragraph 1 covers the sexuality of Adam and paragraph 
2 unwanted teenage pregnancies. Despite this, the candidate does 
manage to bring the focus back to the theme of love within their 
concluding comments: ‘This shows it is important to, like Adam, be 
open with who you love’. A tighter focus on the question would 
place this response higher up the mark scheme. 

 the response does become more focused in paragraph 3, with 
sound analysis of how Dante’s growing love for Emma ‘brings 
Dante and Adam closer together and with their dad’. The overall 
quality of the response is sound and each point made has an 
appropriate critical style, with sound interpretation. 

 Many of the points are supported by textual references, which in 
most cases develop the ideas being discussed, although some 
areas could be developed further or alternative interpretations 
given.   

 Contextually, there is a lack of explicit reference made to the 
relationship between the context and text, however many of the 
points made do imply the candidate understands the underlying 
purpose of the writer to explore the social aspects of teenage 
sexuality, life as a single parent and relationships within families 
throughout the novel.   

AO1/3 – Level 3 (17 marks) 

AO4 – Level 3 (6 marks) 
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Question 30 – Boys Don’t Cry  

 Examiner commentary and mark 
Script 11  The candidate explores 3 key areas within the novel to explore 

why the character of Adam is significant and the way his character 
is presented as ‘a confident, young man who is open and honest 
about his sexuality’. The response meets all the requirements of a 
sound Level 3 and is starting to show a sustained understanding of 
the novel, making a mark of 22, in a Level 4, more appropriate. 

 The key areas discussed include: Adam’s relationship with Josh, 
who ‘is not comfortable with people knowing about his sexuality’; 
Adam’s attempt at suicide and the problems of self-esteem in 
young people and the way Adam is used to show ‘what it is like in 
a single parent family’.  

 The candidate deals sensitively with the main themes presented in 
the novel and shows a sustained understanding of the complexity 
of Adam as a character. Supporting textual examples are well-
chosen and the critical style is appropriate to a Level 4 mark.  

 The candidate shows a sustained understanding of the contextual 
links between Adam’s sexuality and how many teenagers 
experience difficulties coming to terms with people’s attitudes. The 
candidate also explores how the character of Adam ‘may give the 
confidence to anyone … scared of what people will think of them’.  

AO1/3 – Level 4 (22 marks) 

AO4 – Level 3 (7 marks) 

 
 


