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Introduction

The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to GCSE English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature
(1ETO/01).

The pack contains scripts from Section B: Post -1914 Literature (British Play). Scripts
for Section A: Shakespeare and Section B: Post-1914 Literature (British Novel) are in
separate packs on the website.

The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.

In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Paper 1: Section B — Post-1914 Literature
(British Play)

Script 1 — Question 7: An Inspector Calls
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Script 4 — Question 8: An Inspector Calls
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Script 5 — Question 8: An Inspector Calls

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box &. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross &
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Script 9 — Question 12: Blood Brothers

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [E. if you change your
mind, put a line through the box 8 and then indicate your new question with & cross 5.

Chosen question number:  Question7 £

Question 10 £
Question 13 £
Question 16 £
Question 19 £
Question 22 £
Question 25 £
Question 28 1

Questions £
Question 11 [
Question 14 £
Question 17 £
Question 20 £
Question 23 £
Question 26 £
Question 29

Question9 [
Question 12 B
Question 15 £
Guestion 18 £
Question 21 £
Question 24 £
Question 27 3
Question 30 £
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Script 10 — Question 13: Journey’s End

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box B i you change your
milmd, put & line throwugh the box & and then indicate your new guestion with a cross (3.

Chosen guiestion Rumiber:

Question 7 [
Quaestion 10 £
Question 13 [
Question 16 [
Question 19 £
Quastion 22 £
Question 25 £
Question 28 [

Question 8 [
Question 11 £
Question 14 [
Question 17 E1
Question 20 [
Question 23 £
Question 26 [J
Question 29 [

Question® [
Question 12 £
Question 15 [
Question 18 [
Question 21 £
Quaestion 24 [
Question 27 £
Question 30 L1
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Script 11 — Question 14: Journey’s End

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box E. if you change your
mind, put & line through the box 3 and then Indicate your new quastion with a cross =,

Chosen question number:

Question 7 El
Question 10 £
Quaestion 13 £
Question 16 £
Quastion 19 £
Question 22 O
Question 25 £
Question 28 £

Question 8 (]
Question 11 £
Question 14 &
Question 17 £
Question 20 £
Quastion 23 £
Question 26 £
Question 29 £
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Question 21 [0
Quastion 24 [
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Chosen question number:  Question? £

Quastion 10 O
Question 13 [
Question 16 £
Question 19
Question 22 [
Question 25 [
Question 28 [

Script 12 — Question 14: Journey’s End

Questiong [
Question 11 £
Question 14 &
Question 17 £
Question 20 £
Question 23 £
Quaestion 26 £
Question 29 2

Question® [
Question 12 £
Question 15 [
Question 18 O
Question 21 £
Question 24 [1
Question 27 O
Question 30 £l
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Paper 1: Section B — Post-1914 Literature
(British Play)

Examiner commentaries
Question 7 — An Inspector Calls

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 1 o although the response is a little narrative at times, there is some
evidence of a more critical understanding emerging when exploring
the ‘chain of events’. The candidate does not make reference to
the ‘chain’ but they do refer to the ‘important events’ and how the
Birlings had ‘done a lot to this girl’

e one or two points made are supported by relevant textual
references, which takes the response away from the bottom of a
level 2

e context is lacking but the candidate does refer to the characters as
either ‘dynamic’ or ‘static’ and how they will be perceived by an
audience.

AO1/3 Level 2 (10 marks)

AO4 Level 3 (4 marks)

Script 2 e an assured response, which shows a high level of engagement
when exploring the way Priestley presents the ‘chain of events’
and how, ‘everyone had a part in Eva Smith’s death’

¢ the candidate confidently explores how the Birlings are initially
presented as an ‘ideal family’ but following Mr Birling’s treatment of
Eva/Daisy, by dismissing her from his factory, it ‘started Eva’s
downfall’. Each of the characters are discussed by the candidate
and although Eric is very brief, it is not essential that the candidate
covers the whole play or character/s to achieve a high-level mark

o there is a sustained understanding of what the writer is aiming to
achieve and his ‘views on Capitalism’.

AO1/3 Level 5 (32 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (8 marks)

Question 8 — An Inspector Calls

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 3 e a sustained response that considers a range of examples to
illustrate the theme of anger in An Inspector Calls. Points explored
include Sheila’s anger ‘at her mother... to stop her covering up the
truth’; Eric’s anger at his parents; Mr and Mrs Birling’s anger at
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being interrogated and finally The Inspector’s anger at the Birlings
and how he acts as ‘Priestley’s mouthpiece’

o textual examples are appropriate to the points made, however
there are one or two areas where more exemplification from the
text would help move this higher up level 4

e context is interwoven throughout and explores the way Priestley
presents the imbalances within the social classes and political
ideologies.

AO1/3 Level 4 (22 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (8 marks)

Script 4

o the quality of this response is similar in many ways to Script 3 in
this pack although it was felt that it was more rooted in the text and
was therefore awarded a higher mark in a Level 4

¢ the candidate maintains a sustained style throughout and covers a
number of key incidents where anger is presented, including: Mr
Birling’s anger at his family and how they ‘had some kind of
involvement’ and Sheila’s anger at her parents and their dismissive
attitude to Eva/Daisy, who Mrs Birling describes as ‘girls of that
sort’

e points made are well-sustained and textual examples are well-
chosen and relevant

e contextually, consideration is made to the ‘social hierarchy’
presented throughout the play and its characters and the political
stance of Priestley and his socialist views.

AO1/3 Level 4 (24 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (7 marks)

Script 5

¢ despite this being a very short response, the candidate does
explore two aspects of the play where the theme of anger is
presented: Eric’s anger at his father and Sheila’s anger with her
parents

o there is some evidence of a critical style emerging, although the
length prevents the points being fully developed

e both points are supported with appropriate textual examples

e there is no specific reference to context although the first quotation
does reflect the way men were presented in Edwardian society
‘not the type of father a chap could go to’

¢ this response was placed at the bottom of a Level 2 as this was
felt to be the best fit.

AO1/3 Level 2 (7 marks)
AO4 Level 2 (3 marks)
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Question 9 — Hobson’s Choice

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 6 e a sustained personal response, which meets all the requirements
of a top Level 4

¢ the succinct opening introduces the men in the play and
summarises their key characteristics: ‘the proud, loud and
suppressive Hobson’

¢ the candidate not only discusses each character in detail but also
considers how they contrast with each other, ‘Will Mossop is
portrayed by Brighouse very differently’

e a wide range of well-chosen textual examples are embedded
throughout the response and assist in developing the points being
made. The response is a well-crafted piece of writing

¢ the response concludes by exploring how the presentation of men
in the play highlights the ‘traditional, stereotypical views in
Victorian Society’ and the treatment of working-class people.

AO1/3 Level 4 (26 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (8 marks)

Question 10 — Hobson’s Choice

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 7 e a sound response which follows a secure PEE style format to
explore ambition through the ‘three daughters, their husbands and
Hobson’

o the candidate illustrates a sound understanding of how Maggie’s
ambition is the driving force throughout the play, from her desire to
marry Willie to her ambition of becoming a successful business
woman

¢ the candidate does maintain an appropriate style, however the lack
of close references to the text stops the response from moving
higher up the level

e contextually, the candidate does show a sound understanding of
marriage in Victorian England and particularly the way Maggie, by
telling Willie that she wants to marry him, goes against the
stereotypical woman.

AO1/3 Level 3 (15 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (6 marks)

69

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Literature (1ET0) - Paper 1 2022 Exemplar - Issue 1 — September 2022 -
Author and Approver: GQ Product — DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022



Pearson
Edexcel

Question 11 — Blood Brothers

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 8 ¢ although there are some areas where the response is a little
disjointed, the candidate does show some understanding of the
ways parents are presented in the play and how both Edward and
Mickey benefit or suffer as a result: ‘Mickey curtainley hates
school’

¢ the candidate does show some elements of a critical style and is
beginning to consider the differences between both boys: ‘Edward
on the other hand is posh and gets what he wants’, although some
points remain undeveloped

e despite there being only 2 close references to the text, these are
appropriately used within the discussion

o there is an awareness of context, particularly the impact of class
divides and the lack of money.

AO1/3 Level 2 (11 marks)
AO4 Level 2 (4 marks)

Question 12 - Blood Brothers

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 9 e a sound response, which shows a secure understanding of the
way education is shown to create ‘class division’ within the play

o the candidate explores the way Mickey and Edward are affected by
their differing experiences of education from early childhood:
‘Edward goes to a private school’, the different punishments they
incur at school, ‘Mickey is excluded’ and how their education
impacts on their future lives, ‘Edward goes to university’

e the response does lack exemplification from the text, although
there are one or two embedded words integrated into the body of
the response, which do assist in its development and prevent it
from becoming too narrative. Some points are fairly superficial at
times and lack development

e contextually, a wide range of examples are included, which explore
how the ‘education system ... punished the lower classes’. It was
felt that the context did dominate the response at times and more
focus on the play would have allowed the response to move higher
up the levels

AO1/3 Level 3 (18 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (6 marks)
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Question 13 — Journey’s End

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 10 o despite the errors in spelling and grammatical irregularities, which
occasionally hinder understanding, the response is starting to
show a sound understanding of the relationship between Raleigh
and Stanhope. The response comfortably meets the requirements
of a Level 2 and just moves into the lower end of a Level 3

o the candidate discusses the way Raleigh is ‘like a little brother’ to
Stanhope, has known him since they were children and the way
Raleigh looks up to Stanhope. Mention is also made to Stanhope’s
support for Raleigh ‘while he is diying’

¢ many of the examples are supported by appropriate examples
from the test

e contextual comments are limited, although the candidate does
mention the impact of war on page 3 and the censoring of letters
on the final page.

AO1/3 Level 3 (14 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (3 marks)

Question 14 — Journey’s End

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 11 e This is a sustained response that shows a good level of
understanding of the play. The opening is a little bit repetitive
(paragraph 2) although, it does become more focused with
thorough engagement as it progresses. To move into a Level 5,
the candidate needs to ensure focus is maintained, points are fully
expanded or alternative interpretations considered.

e The candidate explores a variety of characters that provide support
for others. These include: the way Osborne is ‘welcoming to
Raleigh’, encouraging him to call him ‘Uncle’ and is honest about
the changes in Stanhope and his drinking. Stanhope’s support of
Hibbert when Hibbert ‘can’t cope with the war setting’ and the way
Stanhope turns to others and alcohol to help support him with the
trauma of war and to show how ‘vulnerable people like Stanhope
were’.

¢ All points are supported by well-chosen examples, which are
integrated within each paragraph and relate to the points being
made. The systematic approach and detailed discussion help
sustain a critical style, in keeping with a top Level 4 response.

¢ Contextually, the candidate shows a detailed understanding of the
relationship between the text and context and the way support for
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others was necessary to help the men ‘distract their minds from the
reality of their situations’, and the horrors of war.

AO1/3 Level 4 (25 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (7 marks)

Script 12 e a detailed and perceptively written response, which meets the
requirements for a mark in a Level 5 and shows a mature
understanding of the way the men showed ‘support to each other
to establish themselves as comrades together’

¢ the candidate explores the way Osborne acts as ‘uncle’ to the
other men, especially Stanhope, who sees him as his ‘best friend’.
There is also a sustained examination made of how Stanhope, as
the most senior officer, overcomes his anger with Hibbert to
support Hibbert when he struggles to cope with the horrors of war,
and how Stanhope describes how they will ‘stick it together’

¢ all points made are supported by a discerning choice of references
to the text

¢ the discussion of context has a tendency to dominate some areas
of the response, however the links made are excellent and show a
perceptive understanding of the relationship between text and
context.

AO1/3 level 4 (26 marks)
AO4 level 3 (8 marks)

Question 15 — The Empress

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 13 ¢ A detailed and perceptively composed response which meets all
the requirements of a top Level 5. The exploration of the play and
the significance of Abdul Karim is sensitively explored, with
perceptive insight into how he ‘opposes the stereotypical and
prejudicial views of Indians’ during Queen Victoria’s reign.

¢ The candidate explores how Abdul is presented as a ‘proud’ man
who is fluent in ‘several languages’, has ‘self-respect’, is able to
‘push boundaries’ and is ‘very important to Queen Victoria’. The
response also considers and how other characters perceive and
interact with him, especially within the Royal Court and particularly
Lady Sarah who ‘views him as inferior. The candidate also
explores the way Abdul differs from the other Indian characters:
‘Unlike Rani, who struggles and then overcomes her trials ... Abdul
... was ultimately rejected’.

o Exemplification is discerning and wide ranging and each quotation
is embedded within the response, enabling the discussion to flow
and develop in a critical style. The candidate maintains a
subjective approach and explores all areas of the play.
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e The integration of context is excellent and the selection of social
and historical aspects relating to the setting and time period of the
play are relevant and include the discussion of the British Empire,
life ‘under the British Raj’ and ‘how difficult it was for and Indian to
succeed in Britain’.

AO1/3 level 5 (32 marks)
AO4 level 3 (8 marks)

Question 16 — The Empress

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 14 ¢ Although the response is difficult to read and fairly short, the
candidate does show some understanding of the way friendship is
presented in the play. The quality of analysis although at a surface
level does move beyond a narrative style and therefore places the
response in the middle of a Level 2.

e Discussion does lack depth and development; however, the
candidate does explore the friendship between Lascar Sally and
Rani, Hari and Rani and how despite facing difficulties ‘they’ll still
have each other’, and the friendship between Abdul Karim and
Queen Victoria.

o The response does lack a range of examples from the play to
support points made and to place the mark higher up the level,
although there is some critical analysis and personal engagement:
‘| feel it is very important’.

e Contextually, some awareness is shown, however this is implied
rather than explicitly discussed through the mention to Abdul
Karim’s friendship with Queen Victoria and how he ‘enlightens the
Queen as to what is happening in India’.

AO1/3 Level 2 (9 marks)
AO4 Level 2 (4 marks)

Question 17 — Refugee Boy

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 15 ¢ A sustained response that explores a number of characters and
situations where anger is presented in the play. The response
does deviate from the question at times with the discussion
focusing more on violence rather than anger. However, the
candidate manages to pull the focus of their response back to the
topic sufficiently to warrant a mark in a mid-level 4.
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e The key areas discussed include: the anger of characters when
‘reclaiming their identity’ during the Eritrean/Ethiopian war,
particularly the anger of the soldier who has been ‘indoctrinated’.
The anger of Alem ‘being abandoned in a foreign country’ and
Ruth’s anger at the way she feels ‘ostracized’ by her parents.

o Textual examples are well-chosen and integrated throughout,
whilst the critical analysis is sustained and well-developed. One
particularly interesting point made by the candidate is that of how
the ‘trauma’ experienced by Alem acts as a ‘manifestation of peace
through his anger’.

¢ Links are made to the context of the text and how the war between
Eritrea and Ethiopia acts as a backdrop and a cause for much of
the anger experienced by the characters. To move the response
up within the Level 4, some of these points could be developed
further, for example the inclusion of Sweeney’s anger at being part
of the care system and the social impact of children’s homes on
young people’s lives.

AO1/3 Level 4 (23 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (6 marks)

Question 18 — Refugee Boy

Examiner commentary and mark

Script 16

o A detailed and perceptively written response, which meets the
requirements for a mark in a Level 5 and shows a mature
understanding of the way Alem is used to ‘shed a positive light and
dispel the negative stereotypes’ of young refugees fleeing a war
zone.

¢ the candidate explores the way Alem is initially presented as a
‘traumatised child’ when he first arrives in the UK, who is affected
by the ‘toxic masculinity’ whilst living in the children’s home, and
the way he eventually learns to ‘assimilate into his new
environment’, when he goes to live with the Fitzgerald's. Each
point is perceptively discussed and shows a high-level
understanding of the play.

¢ Most points made are supported by a discerning choice of
references to the text, which are integrated within the discussion,
however these could be expanded further to place the response at
the top of a Level 5.

¢ the discussion of context has a tendency to dominate some areas
of the response, however the links made are excellent and show a
perceptive understanding of the relationship between text and
context. Particular mention is made to Sissay’s experiences as a
refugee, the war in Ethiopia and Eritrea and the way young
refugees are treated, particularly those living in care.
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AO1/3 Level 5 (30 marks)
AO4 Level 3 (8 marks)

75

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Literature (1ETO) - Paper 1 2022 Exemplar - Issue 1 - September 2022 -
Author and Approver: GQ Product — DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022



