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Introduction
In this series there were a number of responses where the candidates showed a very
positive appreciation and analysis of poetry. This was particularly evident for the unseen
poem, where examiners professed themselves pleased with the quality of response and
variety of interpretation. There were also many good responses to the Anthology poems.
On both the (a) questions on the named poem and the (b) questions that looked for
comparative points, some thoughtful candidates revealed careful preparation of their chosen
Collection. On the (b) questions, there were some excellent comparisons, but a minority of
candidates struggled to compare poems effectively. Rather than occasional links, integrated
comparisons throughout would have greatly improved their answers, as many candidates
had a thorough understanding of each text. Centres might like to consider ways of helping
candidates find and comment on similarities and differences between two poems, especially
in their handling of similar thematic material.
Centres had clearly taken heed of the advice in previous reports, which stressed the need
for candidates to answer one whole question from Section B, with a separate part (a) on the
given poem and the comparative part (b)(i) or (b)(ii)- either a second prescribed poem or
one of their own choice from the relevant Collection. It still remains essential for candidates
to label their responses clearly, so that examiners can see clearly where one question ends
and the other begins.
Overall, the responses of candidates had many strong features, demonstrating their
enjoyment and engagement with the study of poetry. Examiners noted:
• The many refreshing and independent responses to the unseen poem
• Evidence that candidates understood the ideas presented in the chosen poems
• The capacity to select apt examples of the way a poet’s language expressed feelings and
attitudes and to comment on how these related to the themes.
The less successful responses:
• Did not demonstrate clearly a full grasp of the poems’ meaning and ideas
• Sometimes made unsubstantiated or over-general points, without supporting them with
appropriate textual evidence
• When writing about two poems, treated them too separately, without making the required
connections.
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Question 1
The poem selected was Bats by Randall Jarell. This poem proved accessible to all candidates
at all levels of ability and the majority of candidates handled the task well. The less confident
candidates were able to understand the narrative, taking a more literal reading of the poem,
commenting on how the bat was joyous and ecstatic following the birth of her baby, making
reference to the movements ‘looping’ and ‘dancing’. Nearly all responses recognised the
parallels between bats and humans - this universal experience of being born into the world,
being loved and nurtured. Most candidates also commented on the fascination the poet
had for these frequently maligned animals and noted how the poet challenged/inverted the
preconceived ideas of bats being vicious creatures, dark and dangerous with associations
with vampires. Content was therefore a strong point in most responses.
The best responses showed how theme, language, tone and form worked together to reveal
the beauty of the mother bat and her baby. Comments on the use of such language features
as listing: ‘Doubling and looping, soaring, somersaulting...’ to describe the sheer delight of
the mother bat were both sensitive and mature.
Where candidates revealed a lack of insight, and struggled to achieve little above band 2,
was when they fell down on their ability to locate techniques employed by the poet and
how these affected the reader. There were also instances where candidates ‘could see’
the technique, but did not know how to refer to it appropriately. Excessive focus (feature
spotting) on such aspects as the use of particular parts of speech sometimes meant that
candidates failed to make convincing connections between these points and the presentation
of the poet’s ideas. To be able to do so was something that differentiated between the
successful and the less successful responses.
These are the opening and closing sections of a candidate’s response to the Unseen Poem.

4

GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01

Examiner Comments

This response is perceptive and focused on the task throughout. There are
some convincing and carefully chosen textual references. The candidate has
offered some excellent consideration of the response of the reader. Overall
this is a confident and sustained response which meets all the criteria for a
top band 5. This response was awarded the mark of 20 - band 5.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate’s strong introduction helps
focus the response on the requirements of the
question. The final paragraph sums up the candidate’s
arguments and presents a rounded response.
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These are the middle paragraphs of a candidate’s response to the Unseen Poem.
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Examiner Comments

This is a brisk and assured response which is well structured with some assured
comments. There is an awareness of possible reader reaction. There is some
clear and assured comment on the language and some on the structure of the
poem. This response was awarded the mark of 14 - band 4.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate looks closely at
the language and has made good use of
embedded examples to support points made.
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This is the first page of a candidate’s response to the Unseen Poem.

Examiner Comments

8

This is a thoughtful if unsophisticated approach to the poem. The
candidate comments on the poem’s meaning and there is some
personal response. There is some comment on figures of speech
(simile) but the range of comments on language and form is limited.
Overall there is enough to put this response into band 3. The
GCSE was
English
Literature
013.
response
awarded
the mark of5ET2H
10 - band

Examiner Tip

When discussing language
and effects make sure your
comments are precise and
thorough.

Question 2
2(a): The chosen poem offered for analysis was 04/01/07 by Ian McMillan. Many
candidates recognised the form as a starting point and discussed this in relation to the
traditional sonnet, explaining that this gave the poem an overriding feeling of love. Many
candidates recognised the separation of stanzas and the final two lines with the two
metaphors of ‘...stream dried up’ and ‘...smashed glass clear’, interpreting this in two ways:
to signal a moment of realisation and acceptance; or how the son will be forever connected
to his mother.
2(b)(i): Nettles by Vernon Scannell was the prescribed poem for comparison, which
produced satisfactory to perceptive responses. This was by far the most popular choice.
Most candidates noted how one poem focused on the grief of an adult son for a lost parent,
whilst the other on a father’s passionate desire to protect his son from physical harm and
were able to identify the lasting implications of both. The less confident candidates were
able to distinguish between the two types of relationships, whilst for the stronger the pairing
made for some insightful discussion on the nuances of the language of grief in 04/01/07 and
the harsh militaristic metaphors of Nettles. Many showed an insightful understanding of the
nettles themselves as being a metaphor for the dangers of the world and the smashed glass
in 04/01/07 as a symbol of permanent change and closure.
2(b)(ii): This was a much less popular choice. Other poems from this collection which were
offered for comparison included Sonnet 116, The Habit of Light and One Flesh, which proved
to be the more popular. All these choices made valid comparisons as the different contexts
allowed candidates to consider relationships from a variety of perspectives. Most candidates
appeared comfortable with their choice of text. The Habit of Light was also a popular choice
which allowed for significant comparisons - one a celebration of a mother’s life, the other
an expression of sudden loss and shock. Another popular choice was One Flesh where
the death of a loved one is compared to the death of a relationship. Sound and thorough
responses offered straightforward comparisons while more discriminating responses often
used one poem to illustrate the other; such as the language and images of raw grief in
04/01/07 with the gentle reminiscence of the daughter about her later mother in The Habit
of Light.
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This is the final paragraph of a candidate’s response to the set poem Question 2(a)
04/01/07 in which the candidate discusses the structure of the poem.
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Examiner Comments

This is a confident response with sustained perceptive
comments. The candidate looks at language, stylistic
features in some depth and detail and demonstrates
how they are used to effect. There is an interesting
comment on the structure and how that links to the
idea of closure and moving on. The response was
awarded the mark of 15 - band 5.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has finished
off with a conclusion that shows a
firm grasp of the poem, in this case
the importance of its structure.
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These are the first three paragraphs of a candidate’s response for Question 2(a), the set
text 04/01/07.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has met all the criteria for a
band 3 response. There is some thorough
explanation of how the writer creates effect.
The response moved into Band 4 for its focus.
It was awarded the mark of 10 - band 4.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate focuses
closely on the actual language
used by the poet.

GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01

13

This is the middle section of a candidate’s response to Question 2(a).
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Examiner Comments

The candidate offers some explanation of how
the writer’s attitude is conveyed. There is
some attempt to look at stylistic and linguistic
features. Ideas and comments are supported
by text, but there is little development and the
response is rather list-like. It was awarded
the mark of 5 - band 2.

Examiner Tip

When referring to a poetic or
language feature make sure it
has been fully explained and your
comments are precise and thorough.
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The candidate has chosen Song for Last Year’s Wife as the poem for comparison - Question
2(b)(ii). This is the opening paragraph.

16
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Examiner Comments

The candidate’s own choice of poem lends itself
to some interesting points of comparison. The
candidate compares the feelings of inevitability
with those of surprise and comments on how
each persona deals with loss. Features, such
as metaphors, hyperboles, are considered
as well as the structure of both poems and
how that adds to the overall tone. However,
the clarity of the argument is not always
consistent. The response was awarded the
mark of 13 - Band 5.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has used two
opposing emotions, comparing and
contrasting them to build an argument
linking the two poems together.
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The candidate has chosen the second set poem Nettles to compare with 04/01/07  Question
2(b)(i). This is the opening section of the response.

Examiner Comments

18

The candidate has used PEE to effect. Some
interesting and sustained comparisons are offered,
particularly regarding tone and mood. This is an
assured response with pertinent evaluation. It was
awarded the mark of 12 - band 4.
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Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate is immediately
focused on the differences and similarities
between the two poems. This avoids the
impression that the question is being
approached in a rather general way.

This is the closing paragraph to Question 2(b)(i) where the second set text was Nettles.
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Examiner Comments

This is quite a focused response. The candidate
offers some comments about linguistic features
and imagery neither of which are developed.
There are some specific and detailed comparisons
and a relevant selection of examples. This
response was awarded the mark of 8 - band 3.
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Examiner Tip

All points and comments in this response
are supported by short and relevant
quotations.

Question 3
3(a): The chosen poem from this Collection was Belfast Confetti by Ciaran Carson. This
was the most popular question for Section B and also offered the most mixed responses. A
lack of appreciation of the socio-political context of the poem meant that some candidates
treated the text as a description of ‘some kind of war’ rather than of an urban riot. Among
the less confident candidates there was a tendency to narrate the action in the poem.
Many noted the irony of the title: ‘The title Belfast Confetti’ makes the poem sound like a
happy, jolly one. It is however, quite the opposite. It is about riots taking place...and the
damage and destruction and the confusion of the writer experiencing it.’ Many candidates
drew links between the poet’s overt use of punctuation marks and the conflict itself. The
more able discussed how this reflected the internal conflict in the poet’s mind, displaying
emotions of bewilderment and terror. Some candidates explored how the references to
punctuation reflected a fragmented society. Band 4/5 responses sensitively commented on
how occupation and conflict can destroy one’s being, and how the innocent ultimately pay
the price.
(b)(i): The prescribed text for comparison was Exposure by Wilfred Owen. This was the
overwhelmingly popular choice offered from this Collection. Some of the less confident
responses were narrative and context heavy. However, the key point was made by most
candidates: one persona is caught in the action and trying to escape, whilst the other is
anticipating action that does not come. The confused states of mind and the desire to
escape from both situations were noted. Another common thread was how the poets
presented the futility of war and many candidates made comparisons about how destructive
different conflicts are to those caught in the middle be they civilians or soldiers.
(b)(ii) This was a much less popular choice with a wide range of texts offered: Half-Caste,
Invasion, The Drum, Hitcher, August 6, 1945. The more successful choices were the ones
which dealt with the obviously physical aspects of conflict. August 6, 1945 was such a
choice. Candidates explored the differences in perspectives, one from the viewpoint of
a victim, and the attacker in the other. Stronger responses compared the poet’s use of
imagery with the pilot’s descriptions when the reality is very disturbing. Another popular
choice was Hitcher, which offered similarities in which the person feels ostracised from
society, with the more discerning candidates recognising the conflict between the individual
and the wider community. Comparisons to The Drum were interesting especially when
focussing on the imagery.
This is the middle part of a candidate’s response to the set poem on conflict, Belfast
Confetti.
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Examiner Comments

A detailed discussion is offered focusing on
how some of the features like punctuation and
rhetorical questions are used to illustrate the
writer’s emotions, fear and a sense of excitement.
Comments are quite developed and supported
by well chosen quotations. The response was
awarded the mark of 13 - band 5.
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Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate builds a
convincing argument around some of
the features of poem - in this case some
of the punctuation - showing the overall
effect of the technique used by the poet.

This is part of the candidate’s response to the set poem Belfast Confetti. The extract is the
final paragraph of the response.

Examiner Comments

This is a succinct and confident response. The
candidate has got to grips with the language
and imagery. However its brevity means that
the comments are not fully developed and
that keeps the response in band 4. It was
awarded the mark of 12 - band 4.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate does more than
just ‘feature spot’ when discussing some
of the features of the poem - in this case
the ellipsis and caesura.

GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01

23

This is the middle part of a candidate’s response to the set poem Belfast Confetti.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has offered a thorough and
thoughtful response which covers all the
band 3 criteria. There is focus on structure,
punctuation and a discussion on the extended
metaphor. There is also some discussion about
the mental turmoil of the writer and comments
are supported by textual references. The
response was awarded the mark of 9 - band 3.
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Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has made a
comment, and developed it, about
Carson being sarcastic in using the idea
of confetti in his poem. When you make
a comment make sure you develop your
ideas fully and explain why you think the
point you have chosen is important.

The poem chosen for comparison is The Hitcher the candidate’s own choice Question 3(b)
(ii). This is the complete response.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has offered their own choice of
poem, which although unusual does lend itself
to some comparisons about the contrasting
types of conflict. There is some assured
comment on the features of both poems. The
response was awarded the mark of 11 - band 4.
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Examiner Tip

When choosing your own text for comparison,
make sure you have enough points to offer
some sound comparisons and links.

The candidate has chosen Half-caste as the poem of choice for comparison. The extract is in
the middle section of the response.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate’s own choice of poem was offered.
The choice does lend itself to some interesting
and meaningful comparisons. However, there is
little in the way of direct reference to both texts.
This unfortunately keeps the response in the top
range of band 3 and not higher. It was awarded
the mark of 9 - band 3.
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Examiner Tip

Make sure that all points you make are
supported by relevant textual references.

The candidate has chosen the second set poem Exposure to compare with Belfast Confetti Question 3(b)(i). These are the two closing paragraphs of the response.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has written a brief and
undeveloped response. Some interesting contrast
between metaphorical weapons is offered.
However, the brevity of the response keeps it out
of band 3. It was awarded a mark of 6 - band 2.

Examiner Tip

Note how the two poems are not treated in
isolation, but linked throughout the response.
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Question 4
4(a): This was the least popular choice of question. The chosen poem for analysis was
City Blues by Mike Hayhoe. The less confident candidates failed to note the subtleties of
the language, falling into generalisations and summaries of what the poet was describing.
However, there were some very strong responses analysing the unusual structure with its
alternative vocabulary to good effect. Candidates performed especially well when exploring
the images as metaphors against capitalism and lack of choice. Candidates who viewed the
poem holistically rather than as a series of images did better.
(b)(i): The prescribed text for comparison was Cape Town Morning by Ingrid de Kok. Whilst
some of the less confident candidates did not always notice that the poet was writing
about urban poverty, which was emphasised by ‘add(ing) fresh blossoms to yesterday’s
blooms’ rather than this being a positive image. The stronger responses focused on the
images of poverty and contrast. There were many thoughtful comments about the effect of
the image of street children and there were some very interesting comments on how the
children’s ‘eyelids (were) weighted by dreams of gold’.
(b)(ii): London, City Jungle, and Composed upon Westminster Bridge were the most popular
choices for this question and all lent themselves to sound comparisons with the set text.
There were some thoughtful comments about London especially when comparing images
of oppression. There were some excellent links to Composed upon Westminster Bridge as
this invited very different attitudes towards the city. Jungle City worked well and lent itself
to plenty of scope for contrast and language analysis with reference to animal imagery,
particularly with the less confident candidate. Stronger responses noted the element of
intimidation and fear in both texts.
This is part of the candidate’s response to the set poem City Blues by Mike Hayhoe. The
extract consists of three paragraphs from the middle of the response.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has offered a perceptive and
confident response which sees the city as an
extended metaphor for the lives we live. A
compelling overview is presented, but significant
detail to support the central argument is
considered. The response was awarded the top
mark of 15 - band 5.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has commented in
detail on the vocabulary and has offered
suggestions to its effect on the reader.
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The candidate has chosen the second set poem for comparison. This is the complete
response.
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Examiner Comments

This is a response with some assured
comments. It was awarded a mark of 11
(band 4)
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Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate, rather than treating
each poem separately, moves seamlessly
between the two texts, using one poem to
illustrate the other.

Question 5
5(a): The chosen poem for this question was The Penelopes of my homeland by Choman
Hardi. This was very much a ‘minority’ choice. Most candidates showed a perceptive
understanding of the Greek Myth and made much of it describing it in detail. This
sometimes distracted from the actual poem and so prevented candidates from reaching a
higher band. However, most candidates understood the parallel tragedy of the women and
got quite passionate about the fate of the modern Penelopes. There were some impressive
answers that had a mature understanding of impact of ‘years and years’ and were able
to explore the language in a perceptive way, recognising the poet’s message. The less
confident candidates adopted a linear approach which led to narrative and repetition.
(b)(i): The prescribed text for comparison was Remember by Christina Rossetti. Whilst
some of the less confident candidates struggled to compare with the set text, getting ‘stuck’
on the same idea that the loss in this poem was not as hard as that in the other, stronger
responses offered a clear focus exploring ideas of acceptance, grief, loss and love.
(b)(ii): The most popular choice for this question was I Shall Paint My Nails Red by Carole
Satyamurti. Most candidates responded with a good understanding of the content, although
the poem did not always yield effective points of comparison for candidates in the lower
bands. Stronger candidates focused on the difference between women’s lives and drew
some developed links between the succinct ideas of the poem with Penelopes making the
women seem not so different. Some interesting comment on women’s rights and freedom
was offered.
These are the middle paragraphs, looking at the tone and language from a candidate’s
response to the set poem The Penelopes of my homeland.
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Examiner Comments

Although there is a narrative tendency, the candidate
does offer some interesting comments; ‘widows now
live in monochrome’ when comparing the Penelopes
previous lives and hopes. Comments are assured
and are supported by textual references. The
response was awarded the mark of 11 - band 4.

36

GCSE English Literature 5ET2H 01

Examiner Tip

Note the way in which the candidate looks
at the language used and has made good
use of quotation to support comments.

These are two final paragraphs, the first of which looks at one of the aspects of the poem that of religion - from a candidate’s response to the set second poem Remember.

Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

The candidate has offered some specific and detailed
comparisons and links between the two poems. There
are some interesting comments, but not developed
comments on the religious aspects of both poems.
The lack of development has kept this response in
band 3. It was awarded the mark of 9 - band 3.

When you make a comment which shows
a personal response, make sure you
develop your ideas fully and explain why
you think the point you have chosen is
important.
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Paper Summary
Many examiners commented positively on the quality of candidates’ responses to the
poems, both the Unseen Poem as well as those from the Anthology.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
• Make sure the particular requirements of the question are focused on
• Use your examples fully, analysing and commenting on them
• Make effective links and comparisons when required
• Keep separate and label both parts of the Section B answers
• Answer in the correct section of the paper.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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