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Introduction
In this series there were significant numbers of responses where candidates engaged
with the nature of poetry. This was particularly evident for the Unseen Poem, where
examiners for this tier professed themselves pleased with the quality of response.
There were also many sound responses to the Anthology poems, but preparation of
some candidates was not always sufficiently thorough. However, in comparison, on
both the (a) questions on the named poem and the (b) questions that looked for links
and comparative points across two poems, some candidates showed evidence of
careful preparation. On the (b) questions, more successful candidates offered sound
and clear comparisons, although some weaker candidates struggled to compare the
poems effectively, adding a brief comparative conclusion, after treating each poem in
isolation. Making more detailed links throughout would have improved their grades as
most candidates showed an understanding of each.
Centres might like to consider further helping candidates to find and comment on
similarities and differences between two poems, especially in their handling of similar
thematic material. For example, in this series many candidates failed to point out the
different reactions to, as well as the different types of, prejudice expressed in the
named poems selected for comparison.

Question 1
Unseen poem
The poem selected was 'A Piece of Paper' by Julia Biggs, a poem with a thoughtprovoking 'conversation' between a piece of paper and a lonely child. Candidates
responded to this poem insightfully. This question discriminated well and stimulated a
variety of responses with a wide range of interesting comments. One experienced
examiner commented colourfully, that the poem 'was all the better for spawning a
wide range of interpretations'. Stronger candidates were able to deal with the poem
soundly, often interestingly, and even most of the weaker ones were able to respond
at their level to the ideas and language.
Many candidates wrestled with the ideas of what exactly the piece of black paper
represented: racial prejudice and/or slavery; man's disregard for the environment and
deforestation; a reflection of the poet herself. Most candidates picked up on the
loneliness of both the paper (and the use of personification was noted by stronger
candidates) and the narrator. What did distinguish the higher band responses was
the candidates' ability to link between the two and to deal successfully with
the speaker's guilt and the powerful emotions at the end of the poem. The approach
of tracking through the changes of mood in the poem was broadly successful.
Stronger candidates were able to make useful points about language and the imagery.
Less confident candidates stuck rigidly to the bullet points: whilst this did ensure that
different aspects of the poem were covered, this approach did lend itself to 'taggedon' comments about language that did not really explore the context of the quotations
selected. Weaker candidates would refer to 'feature spotting', with little, or no
consideration as to the effect of the technique.
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This is the first part of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem.
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examiner comment
This response is developing a sound understanding of content and
ideas. There is an awareness of how the writer uses language to effect.
Sound comment is offered on content form and structure. The response
fulfils the criteria for the top band.

examiner tip
Note how the candidate's interpretations and personal response are
justified by being fully supported by the text.
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This is the first half of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem (Q1).
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examiner comment
The candidate shows understanding of the poem's content and ideas. A
personal response is evident and ideas are supported by textual
references. However, these are not developed and there is some
repetition. The response was awarded a mark of 16 – top of Band 4.

examiner tip
To reach a Band 5, this response needs a fuller development of the
argument.

Question 2
Relationships
2(a): 'Valentine' was the poem chosen for candidates' comment. Many candidates
engaged with its ideas, showing understanding of the language and imagery. More
confident candidates noted that the poem was an 'extended metaphor' and grasped
the ideas of the complex imagery and understood how the poem explored some of the
features of a relationship in an unconventional way. Less successful candidates
struggled to do more than explain that an onion makes you cry and has a strong
smell. One main difference between the stronger and weaker candidates was that the
latter would adopt a narrative approach without going into any greater detail about
the language or examples of the writer's craft. There were some responses which
showed little understanding of the contents or ideas.
2(b)(i): The named poem was 'The Habit of Light'. It seemed to present a number of
problems for the candidates and many chose not to approach this question. As this
poem is not about a romantic relationship, many candidates found it hard to compare
and link to 'Valentine'. Many candidates failed to understand that this poem was about
a daughter's strong and loving relationship with her mother and interpreted the poem
as being about 'someone who loves to have a clean house'.
2(b)(ii): A significant number of candidates opted for this question. Among the
popular alternatives were: 'Rubbish at Adultery'; 'Sonnet 116'; 'Even Tho'; 'Nettles'.
The different contexts allowed candidates to consider relationships from a variety of
perspectives. The most popular choice was 'Even Tho', with stronger candidates
enthusiastically discussing the imagery and tone of this poem with ‘Valentine’.
However, one examiner noted that it was that, whilst some candidates wrote full and
perceptive personal responses, these dealt with each poem separately and did not link
or compare.
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This is the second half of a candidate's response for 'Valentine' Q2(a).

examiner comment
This is the second part of a response which, whilst short and
underdeveloped, was generally sound in its explanation and comment.
The mark it was awarded was just into Band 4, 10 marks.

examiner tip
For a Band 5 response, comments such as those on the use of
language (e.g. the last two lines of the response) needed further
development.
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This is the opening of the candidate’s response to Q2(b)(ii), focusing on the
candidate's choice of poem 'Even Tho'.

examiner comment
The candidate has immediately homed in on the links and comparisons
of both poems. The choice of poem was a sound one, allowing the
candidate to make some comparisons and links. The mark awarded
was in Band 4, mark 11.

examiner tip
Try to home in on a comparative comment as soon as you can, thus
giving your response a firm focus.
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This is the complete response to the named poem comparing it to 'Valentine' –
Q2(b)(i)

examiner comment
The candidate has made some pertinent comment on the two different
kinds of relationships expressed in the poems. The selection of
examples, though limited, is apt. The response was awarded an overall
mark of 6 in Band 2.
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examiner tip
Make sure that points linking the two poems are fully developed, with
sufficient comments on the second named poem.

Question 3
Clashes and Collisions
3(a): The named poem on this popular question was 'Half-Caste'. For many
candidates this poem allowed engagement with the feelings expressed. Most
candidates had a fair understanding of the poet's message in 'Half-Caste'. The
stronger candidates were able to comment on the speaker's attitude, tone (the terms
'sarcastic' and 'humourous' [sic] were used) imagery and the use of dialect. The best
answers were those which caught the tone of the poem and the way indignation was
spiced with humour. Weaker candidates, however, did not appear to understand that
it was the term itself that was the bone of contention and seemed to think that the
poem was about racism in general.
3(b)(i): The chosen poem for comparison was 'Parade's End'. This was the more
popular choice. The question prompted candidates to produce some insightful and
thoughtful responses. There were some fruitful comparisons from the stronger
candidates discussing the confrontational tone of 'Half-Caste' and the passivity of the
family in 'Parade's End'. Many candidates commented and contrasted the
verbal prejudice of 'Half-Caste' and the physical assaults on property in 'Parade's End'.
Weaker candidates tended towards the narrative.
3(b)(ii): The most popular choice for the second poem that presented 'different strong
feelings' was 'The Class Game'. This poem lent itself to a comparative analysis. The
more confident candidate was able to comment and compare social and racial
prejudice. The less adopted a narrative approach.
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This is the second part of a candidate's response to Q3(a).
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examiner comment
This response is confident, clear and sound with clear and relevant
textual references. This response was awarded the full mark of 15.

examiner tip
Note the candidate's developed comments on how the language is used
to effect, with quotations to support comments and a firm conclusion to
round up the argument.
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This is a candidate's whole response to Q3(a).
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examiner comment
This response demonstrates a generally sound explanation of the
writer's feelings and thoughts. However, there is a lack of depth and
hence the mark awarded is top of Band 3 – that of 9.

examiner tip
To obtain a higher mark comments on the images ('Picasso' and
'Tchaikovsky') needed further depth of treatment.

This is the opening paragraph of the candidate's own choice of 'The Class Game' as
the poem for comparison in Q3(b)(ii).
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examiner comment
This extract fits into Band 3 with a mark of 8. There is some linkage
between the two poems but there is no direct reference to text to
support comments.

examiner tip
Make sure that points linking the two poems are developed and refer to
the text to support your comments.

GCSE English Literature 5ET2F 01

17

Question 4
Somewhere, Anywhere
4(a): There were very few responses for this section. 'London Snow' was the chosen
text. Candidates' responses were sound and there was some interesting comment on
the imagery of snow: 'Snow is used to cover up all the horrible things ... making
everything look beautiful and even.'
4(b)(i): The poem selected for comparison was Blake's 'London'. The few responses
available provided consistent and sound comparisons and links with insightful
comments. 'The covering of the palace with blood is similar to the way snow is
covering the uneveness [sic], both are covering things' is a particularly interesting
example.

Question 5
Taking a Stand
5(a):'Do not go Gentle into That Good Night' was the chosen poem. This section was a
'minority' choice.
Most candidates understood that the poem is a man's pleas to his father not to give
up on life. However, few picked up on the power of the language and the despairing
tone. A stanza by stanza narrative and description of the 'wise men', 'good men' was
the most common approach.
5(b)(i): The stated poem for comparison was 'Solitude'. Candidates who had not fully
appreciated the first poem clearly struggled to make effective comparative points.
Many candidates appeared to have misunderstood the poem, considering it to
be positive and uplifting, thus finding it difficult to make meaningful comparisons.
5(b)(ii): Many candidates offered 'Remember' as a comparison. This was an
appropriate choice and permitted some sound comparisons, particularly in the poets'
differing attitudes to death.
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This is the opening page of a candidate's response to Q5(a) on 'Do not go Gentle into
That Good Night'.

examiner comment
The opening paragraph of this response shows a generally sound grasp
of the poem with a supporting comment. Although there is a tendency
to paraphrase there is some explanation on how the writer conveys his
thoughts. The response was placed in Band 3 with a mark of 8.

examiner tip
Be sure to think about how to extend comments on quotations rather
than paraphrasing or narrating.
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This is the opening page of the response 5(b)(ii). The poem is the candidate's own
choice 'Remember', linking it to the given poem.
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examiner comment
The candidate has chosen an appropriate second poem. In this extract
the candidate considers the poets' attitude to death, but the ideas are
not fully developed. The response overall scored 8/15, mid Band 3, as
more detail was required.

examiner tip
If candidates opt for a (b)(ii) answer, they must choose a poem
carefully and refer to it in sufficient depth, as well as making links with
the first named poem.
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Paper summary
Overall, the response to the poems showed understanding and engagement with both
sections of the paper. However, based on their performance on this paper, candidates
should:
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●

include more detail and development in their answers

●

make full use of examples, not just listing them or language features

●

keep separate and clearly label the two parts of the Section B answers – (a) on
one named poem; (b)(i) on a second named poem or (b)(ii) on a second poem of
their choice

●

remember to write their responses for Section B on their chosen Anthology
collection (some candidates attempted answers on two or three collections)

●

think carefully about how to make effective links and comparisons, addressing
both poems (although equal weighting is not required)

●

write their answers in the correct part of the answer booklet.
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Grade boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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