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Introduction
Overview of Assessment:

•

The examination lasts 1hr and 45 minutes.

•

The total number of marks available is 80.

•

The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they
can achieve in relation to a detailed study of two prose texts.

•

The two sections on the paper are: Section A Literary Heritage and Section B Different
Cultures and Traditions.

•

Candidates answer one 4 part question in Section A, and one from a choice of two essay
questions on the text they have studied in Section B.
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Section A
The format of this four part question is as follows:

•

The question is linked to a short extract.

•

The extract comes from a significant section of the text: approximately 300-350 words
in length.

•

The question is focused on character, theme, language and significance of the extract.
o
o

For parts (a), (b) and (c), candidates selected relevant material focused on the
key words of the questions, clearly expressing relevant points and providing
evidence from the extract.
For part (d), candidates are also expected to relate to the whole text.

Question 1
Several candidates scored highly in part (a), when discussing Snowball’s character. Candidates used
evidence well and incorporated textual evidence into their responses. This was also the case for parts
(b) and (c) giving detailed responses, engaging with the extract. A good range of responses were
seen for part (d), often referring to the end of the novel, once the commandments had changed.
There was no evidence that candidates had found timing to be a problem.
This candidate has followed instructions correctly referring to the extract in parts (a), (b) and (c) and
outside the extract for part (d).
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Examiner Comments

Point, Evidence, Explanation a clear strength
throughout all four parts of the question.
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Question 2
Some very good responses were seen although less successful answers were evident when
discussing the significance of horror in another part of the novel. Many candidates referred
to the murder of Sir Danvers Carew or when Doctor Lanyon observed the transformation of
Doctor Jekyll.

Question 3
Candidates used the extract to their advantage, and there were some very good responses.
Many candidates made reference to the difference of appearance between Stapleton and
Beryl. Some good exploration of language was evident, with specific words and linguistic
devices discussed.
A variety of responses were seen for part (d) either discussing the walking stick mystery,
the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville or the point when Holmes is discovered
hiding in the moors.

Question 4 and 5
The responses seen used the extract well and were supported with relevant textual support,
thus securing good marks.

Question 6
There were not many responses to this question but those seen were of a good quality. The
candidates managed to refer to several aspects of Pip’s character from the extract and in
doing so, gained good marks.
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Section B
The format of this essay question is as follows:

•

There is a choice of two questions, both focused on character or theme

•

Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

•

After the question, candidates are given this instruction: You must consider the
context of the novel in your answer. It is important the candidates are made aware of
the importance of responding to this instruction as this question has two Assessment
Objectives attached to it. These are assessed separately in the marks scheme:

•

o
o

AO1: ‘responses to the novel’ (16 marks)
AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

The essay is assessed for Quality of Written Communication.

Question 7, 8, 9 and 10
The responses seen used the extract well and were supported with relevant textual support,
thus securing good marks.

Question 11
There were some very good responses to this question. Candidates engaged with the
question and there were many examples of sustained responses supported by relevant
textual reference.

Question 12
There were some very good responses to this question. Candidates engaged with the
question and there were many examples of sustained responses supported by relevant
textual reference. This was more popular than Question 11, discussing the concept of
heroes in the novel.
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Question 13
Too many candidates engrossed with the Depression and generalised ‘bolt-on’ comments
about the 1930s! Most candidates were successful in demonstrating a sound understanding
of the character of Crooks and the treatment he receives by others. Some responses only
dealt with Section 4 of the text but more successful responses referred to Section 2 of the
text when the men celebrated Christmas and ‘Smitty’ had a fight with Crooks. Alongside
this, many candidates explored the theme of loneliness and prejudice, scoring highly in A04.
This response is focused and sustained, supported by relevant textual reference.
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Examiner Comments

The explanation of importance of the treatment Crook receives from other characters shows
a thorough understanding. There are a range of valid comments about the way Crooks is
treated by different characters supported with apposite evidence from the text. There is a
detailed response to both AO1 and AO4. The concluding comment effectively summaries the
candidate’s response to the question.

Examiner Tip

This response shows how AO4 is effectively addressed by relating the
events on the ranch to the novel’s context. Although the candidate relates
the incidents of racist words and action in the novel to racism at the time
of the novel, it does not have to go far beyond the context of the life on
the ranch in order to make the point validly and so score highly on AO4.
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Question 14
The wide range of responses to this popular question exemplified the positive engagement
candidates have with Of Mice and Men. Most candidates were successful in demonstrating a
sound understanding of significance of friendship in the novel.
Most candidates discussed the friendship between George and Lennie and sometimes
linked this to the theme of loneliness. Other successful answers explored how Steinbeck’s
treatment of Crooks and Curley’s wife demonstrate the opposite side of friendship.
There were some successful responses that included an analysis of friendship in George’s
conversations with Slim about his past life with Lennie.
There were too many candidates who moved too far away from the novel and wrote
about the broader context of the Great Depression, with half-understood, and sometimes
inaccurate, socio-economic commentaries on life in the USA in the 1930s. Any references to
the bigger context are only fully valid and so earn rewards from examiners, if they closely
relate the events of the novel to the novel’s context. Broad ‘context’ comments, such as on
the value of the dollar in the 1930s and the Wall Street Crash are of little use unless they
can be related, in this particular question, to the events of the novel involving friendship and
the characters involved in those events.
This is a sound response to AO1, but the response to AO4 is weaker.
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Examiner Comments

The answer focuses on the relationship between George and Lennie for the response to the
question. The comments are sound and are supported by relevant textual reference.
The comments related to AO4 are not as developed and are often weak and inaccurate,
being too generalised: “In the time period this novel was set in, friendship wasn’t
common.” and “around that time all men were supposedly lonely.”

Examiner Tip

The candidate needs to consider more fully the context of the novel in the
answer. The point about the way they travelled together being considered
usual could have been developed. Although there is some reference to
the comments of the boss, this is not developed and it could have been
linked to other comments such as Candy and Slim, among others to
develop the points about their friendship looking for work was seen as
unusual in those difficult economic times.
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Questions 15, 16, 17 and 18
There were some good responses seen. Candidates engaged with the question and there
were many examples of sustained responses supported by relevant textual reference.

Question 19
This question was answered extremely well, almost always supported with relevant textual
support: a range of examples were provided.

Question 20
Question 20 was more popular than Question 19. The responses were extremely high
quality, almost always supported with relevant textual support with a range of examples
were provided.
Candidates not only discussed the setting of Maycomb County but also the different
characters within it.

Paper Summary
Unsurprisingly, candidates opted for the familiar texts of Animal Farm from Section A:
Literary Heritage and Of Mice and Men from Section B: Different Cultures and Traditions.
However, there was plenty of diversity considering this was the first examination series.
There was no text that was obviously the least popular from ‘Literary Heritage’. However, in
Section B, Anita and Me, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, Rani and Sukh (Question
16) and Riding the Black Cockatoo (Question 17) were the least popular from ‘Different
Cultures and Traditions’.

The performance trend was for candidates to perform better in Section A than in Section
B, where essays often demonstrated a weak structure and a lack of focus. In the Higher
paper, this difference in performance was more pronounced than in the Foundation paper.
In the four-part type question in Section A, higher marks were generally achieved in parts
(a) and (c). Parts (b) and (d) are thematic and require more analytical skill. Their responses
were focused and mature, interesting and developed; examiners noted that they had clearly
engaged with the texts.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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