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Candidate MUST follow bullet points in order to gain 
high marks for Assessment Objective 4. (As shown in 
this response)

Examiner Tip

Candidate needs to avoid using lengthy 
quotations; these need to be succinct and 
embedded in the response.

Examiner Comments



18 GCSE English Literature 5ET1F 01 

Question 14

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

This was another popular question that again exemplified the positive engagement students 
have with Of Mice and Men. Although there was a full range of responses, many were 
weakened by offering mainly narrative accounts of characters’ dreams, often Lennie and 
George’s, with limited accompanying commentary. The second bullet asked candidates 
to give the reasons for characters’ dreams, but when given these were often limited and 
undeveloped. Many sound answers commented on the importance of dreams by referring to 
the dreams of others, besides Lennie and George, such as Curley’s wife, Crooks and Candy 
showing how dreams were important in helping individuals survive the hardships of life in 
and around the ranch during those difficult times.  

Response follows all of the bulletpoints. The candidate meets the criteria expected for both 
Assessment Objectives.
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Candidate mostly uses apt quotations; these are embedded in 
the response. Mostly sound reference to context. Explanation 
of theme of dreams shows generally sound understanding.

Examiner Tip

Explanation is apt and generally sound. Response has been 
sufficiently developed to gain the highest of marks in Band 4 for 
both Assessment Objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 15

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.

 

Question 16

The Essay

 1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.
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Question 17

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.

Question 18

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.
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Question 19

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.

Question 20

The Essay

1. Character or theme

2. Clean copies of the texts may be used in the examination

3. After the question candidates are given this instruction: In your answer you must 
consider: followed by three bullet points – the first bullet addresses AO1: ‘responses to the 
novel’ (16 marks) the second & third bullets address AO4: ‘the novel’s context’ (24 marks).

It is important the candidates are made aware of the importance of responding to these 
three bullets within their answer. Although candidates may answer the bullets separately, it 
is not necessary that they do so.

4. The essay was assessed for Quality of Written Communication. 

The responses seen were often narrative but supported with relevant textual support.
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Summary

Unsurprisingly, candidates opted for the familiar texts of Animal Farm from Section A: 
Literary Heritage and Of Mice and Men from Section B: Different Cultures and Traditions. 
However, there was plenty of diversity considering this was the first series. Felicia’s Journey 
was the least favourable from ‘Literary Heritage’ and Riding the Black Cockatoo from 
‘Different Cultures and Traditions’. 

It was evident that the small number of ‘pilot’ centres were better prepared for this paper, 
candidate answers showed focus, timing was rarely a problem and there was evidence of a 
successful learning style. 

For the rest, most notable, part a – leading up to, following on from, much time was 
wasted: detailed information, over 2 pages, including quotations.

Most candidates fitted the trend were the higher marks were achieved in parts a) and c).  
Parts b) and d) are thematic and require more analytical skill. 

More candidates, in Section A, for the four-part type question, gained higher marks. These 
candidates’ responses were focused and mature, interesting and developed; examiners 
noted these candidates had clearly engaged with the texts.

It was quite alarming how many poor essay responses there were, in comparison, to 
Section A. Essays often demonstrated a weak structure and a lack of focus, evident of a 
poor learning style. Centres had prepared candidates for Section A (to be congratulated, for 
responses on the whole were doing more than was expected) and not put as much effort 
into Section B.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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