
Feedback from Rachael Green, the Assistant Vice Principal – Quality of Education, 
at Manchester Academy. 

Making English feel 
relevant to students...
“They’re really enjoying it. 
It’s a bit more real life for 
them than it’s been before.”
“They like the choice of 
transactional writing 
questions.”

Students engaged with 
English...
“One of our school priorities is 
encouraging children to read 
for pleasure…. if you can look 
at an extract from something 
that you’re working towards 
an exam for and then actually 
go away and want to read that 
book, that’s perfect…. I really 
enjoyed that.”

Straightforward switching...
“I have really enjoyed it and 
I’m always a bit nervous about 
starting a new spec and I’m aware 
that teachers are always nervous 
because the more you teach a spec 
the better you get at teaching it. So 
it’s always a little bit of a risk, but 
because I had three classes doing 
it, I feel like I’ve got up to speed 
with it quite quickly.”

A qualification that 
meets the needs of the 
full ability range...
“I am also teaching it to a 
top set year 10 who are all 
grade 7 plus target grades.”
“I’d be very confident to say 
that if you had a top group 
that I think they could do 
very well on this paper.”
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