
GCSE

English Language 2.0
Getting Ready to Teach (2024)

Recording link: https://youtu.be/pyJaG8kBCz0

https://youtu.be/pyJaG8kBCz0


• An alternative qualification, equal in value to other English Language GCSEs

• A strong foundation for further academic or vocational pathways

• More engaging relatable texts

• 19th Century non-fiction text element

• Enhanced scaffold and accessibility

• Diversity and representation as a core principle in extract selection

• A fresh new English Language course to motivate students

GCSE (9–1) English Language 2.0, first assessed in 2022, provides:

Plus, a full range of free support to help you get started and deliver 

the qualification with confidence.

GCSE English Language 2.0



Overview of the 
Specification



Overview of GCSE 2.0

Paper 1: Non-fiction Texts

1 hr 55 50%

Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

1 hr 55 50%

Section A Reading

Two 19th c. non-fiction extracts linked by 

theme:

• one short extract with image to help 

understanding

• one longer extract

• 650 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO4

40 marks

Section A Reading

Two contemporary texts covering 20th 

and 21st c. linked by a theme: 

• one fiction text

• one literary non-fiction text

• 800–900 words in total

AO1, AO2, AO3

40 marks

Section B: Transactional Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with supporting bullet points

AO5, AO6

40 marks

Section B Imaginative Writing

Choice of two tasks: 

• one task with opening provided

• one task with images

AO5, AO6

40 marks
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Exam Paper Format



Paper 1 – Extracts



Paper 1, Text 1



AO1 Mark Scheme



AO4, Qs 2 & 5 Mark Scheme



Indicative content AO4



AO2 Language Mark Scheme



Paper 1, Text 2



AO4, Q6 Mark Scheme



Paper 1 writing



A planning space, to 

encourage students to plan 

their writing response

Response opening, to 

get learners started

Supportive scaffolding

Extra Support – Writing



AO5 Mark Scheme



AO6 Mark Scheme



Paper 2 Extracts 



Paper 2, Text 1



AO2 Language Mark Scheme



Paper 2, Text 2



AO2 Language & Structure Mark Scheme



AO2 Language & Structure Indicative Content



Paper 2, both texts



What is the difference between Synthesis and Comparison?

• Q5 asks students to synthesise material from the two texts: the question will 

always ask for three distinct points of similarity between concrete ideas, such 

as people or places

• Q6 asks students to compare material from the two texts: the question is 

always about the ideas and perspectives in the texts – which could be 

similarities and differences



AO1 Synthesis Mark Scheme



AO1 Indicative Content



AO3 Mark Scheme



Paper 2, writing
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Switching and support



New GCSE vs existing GCSE

SIMILARITIES DIFFERENCES

• Equally weighted papers 

[AQA]

• Same Assessment 

Objectives

• Same worth as a 

qualification

• Writing tasks very similar

• Still 19th, 20th, 21st century 

texts

• Equally weighted papers 

[Edexcel]

• Text types more engaging, more 

straight-forward

• Broader range of marks

• Evaluation broken down into 

smaller tariff questions

• Evaluation all on one paper

• More support for writing 

questions

There are mapping documents on the website to help you see the key differences 

between the specifications.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMapping-document


Resources and support for centres



Where can I find the resources?

Teaching and Learning 

Resources  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Schemes of work – Topic based learning



Topic based lesson resources



Knowledge organisers



Anthologies



Revision and exam preparation  

Pearson REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9–1) 

English Language 2.0 Revision Guide 

and Workbook

Click on the book cover for the Pearson 

website where you can download samples 

and purchase the text. 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/revise-edexcel-gcse-english-language-20


New workbook coming soon! 

• Support your students to achieve a Grade 4 in the GCSE English Language 

2.0 specification with an in-class print book which will develop their reading 

and writing skills.

• Our resources are the most accessible and enable all learners to connect with 

the 2.0 qualification.

• Interactive activities in our digital offering will give students immediate 

feedback and provide useful insights for teachers to track and monitor learner 

progression.



• New to Pearson Edexcel English Language 2.0 GCSE

• Exam Insights

• Termly networks

• How to Apply the Mark Scheme

To book these and view more English courses please 

see Pearson’s Professional Development Academy.

Regular events

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=English&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk


ResultsPlus is an online results analysis tool for teachers that gives a detailed breakdown of students’ 

performance in Pearson Edexcel exams.

Included as part of your qualification fees, ResultsPlus group analysis:

• collates all data on mocks and high-stakes exams enabling senior leaders to view performance instantly 

across your entire group of schools

• enables senior leaders to make meaningful comparisons between different schools and across the whole 

group, as well as against Pearson Edexcel national averages

• shows how each school is tracking and progressing year on year

• can be used alongside Access to Scripts for access to a ready-made bank of trust-wide exemplar material 

for aspiration and for standardisation across the subject departments

• provides question-level analysis that allows you to instantly see strengths and areas of difficulty at school 

and group level enabling you to share good practice within your group and inform CPD

• seamlessly combines its power with the Mock service.

ResultsPlus

Find out more

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Moving to Pearson Edexcel could not be smoother, with exemplary support provided for you:

An English specialist who will deliver free training for your whole team and be there for you to answer subject 

queries throughout the next year

• Onboarding

• Applying the mark scheme

• Free Mocks Service for 15% of your cohort and 20% discount on the Moderation Service along with 

Results+ training

A named Pearson contact on hand to make sure you have access to all the support and to orchestrate your 

switching journey

Switch Up to Pearson



1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

       By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

       can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

       marking skills. 

Mocks Service

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


Your Subject Advisor

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers

• 0333 016 4120 

• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus

• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 

• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with Clare

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Scan the QR code to share your 

feedback. 
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