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Introduction  
 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language 2.0 Paper 2: Fiction Texts (1EN2/02)  

 The responses in this pack were taken from the November 2022 examination series. 
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet point 4 from the mark scheme 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Incorrect (albeit from the chosen lines). Does not deal with the ‘training hard’ point.  
0 marks 
 

Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This minimal response covers bullet point 2 from the mark scheme 
1 mark 
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Question 2 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Vague terminology has been used e.g. ‘language’.  
Although it is a brief response, there is a direct quotation and some comment, which are 
valid, so it gets 2 marks. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A solid, secure Level 1 response. There needs to be more development for a higher mark. 
It is general and meets all the Level 1 bullet points. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Covers all the bullet points - there is some explanation, subject terminology, and textual 
ref, but it is not secure at Level 2, as it is too brief.   
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This meets all the bullet points in Level 2. This response offers explanation of how 
language is being used. It uses appropriate and relevant references. It uses some relevant 
subject terminology. A secure Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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11 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
More development overall than Script 4, with some analysis but apart from ‘inference’, no 
specific subject terminology used, so lower Level 3 is appropriate. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This confident response covers all the bullet points securely in Level 3 and does use 
relevant subject terminology. It is analytical, apart from the last point (which is slightly 
generic) but does enough for full marks.   
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 
 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 valid point  - bullet point 5 from the mark scheme is paraphrased 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 valid point  - bullet point 4 from the mark scheme 
1 mark 
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 valid mark  - bullet points 1 and 2 from the mark scheme 
1 mark 
 
 

Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is an incorrect response with no reference to the question. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 4 
Script 1 
 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a very brief response which is not secure at Level 1. There is general comment.  
 
Level 1 - 1 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A longer response than script 1 and there is use of subject terminology e.g. metaphor but 
is not developed. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This covers all Level 1 bullet points. Beginning to offer general comment. Some 
references. No subject terminology. Not a secure Level 2, but enough to lift it out of Level 
1. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
  



 

20 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

Script 4 
 

 

 
 



 

21 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Comment about newspaper format and Rule of 3 are limited structure points. More than 
general comment on language, so there is some explanation. Not secure on Level 3. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Starts to explain, albeit generic in places. Selection of references and some use of 
relevant subject terminology. Covers both language and structure.   
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There appears a focus on language with exploration, but careful reading does infer 
structure, e.g. how the paragraphs are linked to provide an overall effect. Limited range of 
subject terminology eg ‘atmosphere’, ‘repeating’ and ‘perspective’, so this keeps this at 
lower Level 4. Not completely secure in its exploration too.  This is an example of how not 
all candidates will approach structure in the same way. 
 
Level 4 - 7 marks 
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Script 7 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Convoluted expression at times. Structure is covered; some language comments not fully 
supported, whereas others are insightful. A range of subject terminology. A secure Level 4. 
 
Level 4 - 8 marks 
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Question 5 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A limited response with no evidence which does not meet all the bullet points at Level 1. 
Repetitive similarities. 
 
Level 1 - 1 mark 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Solid Level 1 as it meets all of the bullet points in Level 1. No clear synthesis. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 similarities given, and can award a mark in Level 2. No clear textual reference and no 
synthesis. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
3 clear similarities and textual references, but not clear synthesis, so not secure at Level 2. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 5 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Achieves all 3 bullet points in Level 2. Clear synthesis, valid textual references and 3 
distinct similarities.  
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 distinct similarities, albeit last one weaker, some precise synthesis in places. Detailed 
textual references for first 2 similarities but weaker on last similarity. Enough to nudge it 
into Level 3, but not a secure Level 3. If the 3rd paragraph had more development, then it 
would have achieved full marks. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
No comparison and no textual references. Some description. Not secure in Level 1, as not 
all bullet points are covered. 
 
Level 1 - 1 mark 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Covers 2 of the bullet points in Level 1. Limited comparison. No textual references. Some 
description. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Meets all the 3 bullet points in Level 1 with limited referencing. Brief response.  Some 
description. 
 
Level 1 - 3 marks 
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Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Some comments and references, but only one comparison is mental health. 
 
Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The 1st paragraph has no comparison. The comparisons start in paragraph 2. 
Meets all bullet points at Level 2 and moves into lower Level 3. Explanation and clear 
textual references. Not a range of comparisons, so cannot go higher in the level. 
 
Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Secure at Level 3. All bullet points are covered. Explanation but not analytical. 
 
Level 3 - 10 marks 
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Script 7 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response covers all the bullet points in Level 3 and starts to explore the text and 
nudges into Level 4. Starts on a range of comparisons, but these are not secure therefore 
preventing it going higher in the level. 
 
Level 4 - 11 marks 



 

51 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

Section B: Writing 

Question 7 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Mostly secure working at L2 at AO5. Awareness of audience and some 
organisation. A lack of paragraphing prevents the response achieving full marks at Level 
2.  
AO6 – A mid-level L2 response for AO6. Slips in sentence control, punctuation errors and 
spelling accuracy prevents full marks in Level 2.  
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 8 marks 
AO6 - Level 2- 6 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  14 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – A solid Level 3 response showing a clear ability to communicate, but not always 
secure for top of the level. Whilst not consistent with some of the stylistic choices, the 
response offers a clear start, middle and end.  
 
AO6 – This response achieves all Level 2 bullet points at AO6, and has been awarded a 
low Level 3 for its use of sentence structures, contributing to its overall effect, but issues 
with spelling errors prevents a higher mark.   
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 12 marks 
AO6 - Level 3- 8 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  20 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Brief but well written. This response works well at Level 4. For AO5, a mark in the 
middle of Level 4 has been awarded because there is an ability to communicate effectively 
and imaginatively, organising material for particular effect, although this is not always 
maintained throughout the response, as there is some loss of cohesion at the end. Needs 
further development for a higher mark.  
 
AO6 – A solid Level 4 response at AO6, which demonstrates most of the bullet points 
without being fully maintained. Some issues with punctuation and capitalisation.  
 
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4- 12 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  29 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Powerful response. Controlled and thoughtful. Sustained use of tone and style. 
Sophisticated piece of writing.  Mature and reflective in parts.  
It is not error free, but it does not have to be. Covers all the bullet points in Level 5.  
 
AO6 – Vocabulary used strategically and largely accurate, with precise punctuation and a 
variety of difference sentence structures.  
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5- 16 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  40 marks 
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Question 8 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – A limited, basic response. It just tips into Level 2 for AO5, as there is some 
awareness of audience, but this is too short a response to be awarded more marks.  
 
AO6 – A basic response with mostly limited vocabulary but then is ‘configurated’, inverted 
sentence and punctuation.  
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
AO6 - Level 2- 5 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  10 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Odd ending with the train crash. This response securely achieves all bullet points at 
Level 3 and just nudges into Level 4, as it is effective in parts.  
The effective and imaginative approach has been awarded at bottom Level 4.  
 
AO6 – AO6 is achieved securely at mid Level 3, as it covers mostly the bullet points. 
Some of the rhetorical devices used are straightforward. 
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 15 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 9 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  24 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
AO5 – Expletive used effectively. Effective use of chicken noodle soup and the final twist. 
Longer response to script 2. Effective and organised. 
This was awarded a mark in the middle of Level 4.  
 
AO6 – Low Level 4 for AO6. A number of spelling errors. Not always accurate use of 
sentences. However, effective use of dialogue and ellipse.  
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 11 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  28 marks 


