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Introduction  
 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language 2.0 Paper 1: Non-Fiction Texts (1EN2/01)  

 The responses in this pack were taken from the November 2022 examination series. 
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  



 

4 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 1 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

 

Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 3,9,6,11 from the mark scheme 
4 marks 
 

Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 2,7,5,3 from the mark scheme 
4 marks 
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 5,7,12 from the mark scheme 
3 marks 
 
 

Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 5 and 16 from the mark scheme 
2 marks 
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Question 2 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
2 points are made but the response is not entirely clear and there is limited evaluation. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A limited response. The first point about gender segregation is not illustrative of the school 
being horrible and second and third points are made very simply. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
2 points only - buildings and dress. These points are well made with detailed and 
appropriate references. (Had there been 3 of this quality, a Level 3 might have been 
awarded.) 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 points made but the response does not really go beyond explanation. The references 
are appropriate and relevant to the comments being made.  
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
2 reasons are given with clear explanation and appropriate references. (The 3rd reason is 
outside the line references). 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is sound explanation of ideas and references are appropriate. There are 3 reasons 
with support. All Level 2 criteria are met and there is some evidence of critical evaluation 
and convincing personal judgement. 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some explanation of language and reference to relevant subject terminology but 
the comments lack development.  
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some explanation of the text but the comments focus on structural points e.g.  
listing and long sentences although there is some comment on language and its effects. 
Best fit is Level 2. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some explanation of the text and language used but there is limited use of subject 
terminology beyond 'negative language'. There is some comment on the effects on the 
reader. Best fit is Level 2.  
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is explanation of text and language with an appreciation of the effect on the reader. 
There is some use of subject terminology, although this is not always accurate. 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some exploration of the text and the effect of language on the reader. The 
response covers a range of points and the point in the final paragraph, about the 
distinction between right and wrong, shows exploration of how language is used to 
achieve effects. There is some use of subject terminology.   
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some exploration of the text and how language is used and the effect on the 
reader. The selection of references is appropriate and support the points made. There is 
use of relevant subject terminology to support points made.  
Level 3 - 5 marks  
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Question 4a 
Script 1 
 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 5 & 3 from the mark scheme 
2 marks 
 
 

Script 2 
 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 5,6,7 & 8 from the mark scheme 
2 marks 
 
 

Script 3 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet point 5.  The 1st point out of passage. 
2 marks 
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Question 4b 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 3 & 5 from the mark scheme.   
2 marks 
 

Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 3 & 5 (both in the first answer) from the mark scheme.   
2 marks 
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 4 & 6 from the mark scheme.   
2 marks 
 
 
Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response is copied and is not specific to the question  
0 marks 
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Question 5 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Only one reason is given, with limited reference and judgement. All Level 1 criteria are 
met.  
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
2 reasons are given but the explanations (especially the first one) are limited.   
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 reasons are given. References are relevant to the comments and there is some 
reasonably clear explanation. However, the focus is more on the success of the teacher 
than of the writer. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 reasons are given but quotations are lengthy and although explanations are fairly clear, 
they are brief. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
2 reasons are given, with appropriate references and clear explanations. 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 reasons are given. All Level 2 criteria are met and there is evidence of developing critical 
evaluation in the third paragraph. 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a limited response which meets all Level 1 descriptors. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There are straightforward but also quite repetitive comments. Some judgements made. 
There is insufficient substance in the response to approach Level 3 so it is placed at the 
bottom of Level 2. 
Level 2 - 3 marks  
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is a straightforward (though slightly questionable) opinion offered here and 
references are valid but within a narrow range. The response is not limited and is therefore 
placed at the bottom of Level 2.  
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The first reference doesn’t quite support the point made but generally the response offers 
a reasonable range of straightforward comments and judgements on the text. All Level 2 
criteria are met.  
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is sound explanation of ideas and opinions, with sound personal judgements 
supported by relevant references. It is not moving towards analysis and is therefore placed 
in the middle of Level 3. 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is quite a detailed response, with appropriate references. It is a little repetitive at times 
but all Level 3 criteria are met and it edges into Level 4 as it begins to offer critical 
evaluation of a range of ideas. 
Level 4 - 8 marks 
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Section B: Writing 

Question 7 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - Although this is a very brief response, it is not basic. All Level 1 descriptors are met 
and there is some ability to communicate ideas clearly. It edges just into Level 2. 
AO6 – Within a narrow range, the response demonstrates some control of sentence 
structure and spelling is accurate.  
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  10 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Ideas are ordered and the response demonstrates some ability to communicate 
clearly, with straightforward use of tone, style and register. It meets all Level 2 descriptors. 
AO6 – Again, all Level 2 descriptors are met and there is sufficient variety in vocabulary 
and sentence structure to move it just into Level 3. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 9 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  17 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This response meets all Level 3 criteria and demonstrates elements of Level 4 in 
that an effective tone is adopted in places and structural and grammatical features are 
beginning to be managed deliberately across the text. 
AO6 – The response demonstrates variety in the use of vocabulary and sentence 
structure. However, there are also frequent errors. A ‘best fit’ places the response securely 
in Level 3.    
AO5 - Level 4 - 16 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 9 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  25 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This is a lively response which selects appropriate material and communicates 
clearly and effectively. All Level 3 descriptors are met but the range of ideas is relatively 
narrow.  
AO6 – There is a range of punctuation for clarity and sentence structure is controlled and 
varied. Only occasional errors are made. 
AO5 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 12 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  26 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Although this response is not developed in great depth, it is lively and confident, 
with an effective tone. It touches on each of the bullet points in Level 4 and is therefore 
given a mark in the middle of the level. 
AO6 – There is secure use of grammatical features for purpose and effect. Although 
occasional errors are made, these do not detract from the overall sense of control.  
AO5 - Level 4 - 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 13 marks 
TOTAL for question 7 -  30 marks 
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Question 8 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Quite a short response, couched as an advertisement for the website. It 
communicates reasonably clearly but does not address the purpose of the writing. It does 
show some awareness of audience.  
AO6 – All Level 2 descriptors are met and there is sufficient variety in vocabulary and 
sentence structure to move it just into Level 3. 
AO5 - Level 2 - 8 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  16 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This shows an awareness of audience and purpose and some ability to 
communicate clearly. It uses a straightforward tone, style and register. 
AO6 – All Level 2 descriptors are met and there is sufficient variety in vocabulary and 
sentence structure to move it just into Level 3. 
AO5 - Level 2 - 9 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  17 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – A clear ability to communicate, addressing the audience in an appropriate way. 
Develops and connects appropriate information and ideas with a clear structure and use of 
rhetorical devices.  
AO6 – Uses a varied vocabulary and punctuation with a range of sentence structures. It 
fulfils all Level 3 criteria 
AO5 - Level 3 - 12 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 10 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  22 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – Secure ability to communicate clearly and effectively with a consistent and effective 
style appropriate to the audience. The example of a student’s experience adds interest. 
The response is well organised leading to the final invitation to contact.  
AO6 – there is use of a wide vocabulary with occasional errors. Punctuation is used for 
effect (see paragraph about Darwin).  
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 18 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 11 marks 
TOTAL for question 8 -  29 marks 


