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GCSE English Language 2.0 (1EN2) 

Insights into the Summer 2025 Exam 
Series for Post-16 learners 

Introduction 

These insights show you how post-16 learners have performed in the Summer 2025 
examination series. Although the assessments are the same for all students taking GCSE 
English Language 2.0, this guidance shows specifically how post-16 learners performed on 
each question.  

For all questions on both papers, we have provided the mean marks for post-16 students 
alongside 16-year-olds. This highlights areas of success as well as skills which need further 
development.  

In this insights document we will highlight key areas for improvement and how we can 
provide you with further support in developing students’ skills.  

 
You will find further feedback in the Examiner Reports on the website as well as the Exam 
Insights training pack. 
 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExaminer-report&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Exam-Series%2FJune-2025
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
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GCSE English Language 2.0 (1EN2) Cohort 

The Summer 2025 cohort for GCSE English Language was made up of 90% entries from 
post-16/FE colleges and 10% schools. We are often asked by FE Colleges for specific data 
on the post-16 cohort so we hope you find this useful.  

The data below shows the performance of 16 year olds and 16+ year olds on Paper 1 and 
Paper 2. It shows the mean mark achieved for each question and we can compare the 
performance for the 2 groups, split by age.   
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Paper 1 Insights 

Mean marks per question by candidate age 

 

Question  AO Max mark Mean Mark  
(16 year olds)  

Mean Mark  
(16+ year olds)  

Q01  AO1 4 3.25 3.16 

Q02  AO4 6 3.49 3.09 

Q03  AO2 8 3.53 2.54 

Q04a  AO1 2 1.78 1.75 

Q04b  AO1 2 1.39 1.34 

Q05  AO4 6 3.23 2.62 

Q06  AO4 12 5.05 3.34 

Q07 
AO5 24 11.75 9.50 

AO6 16 8.48 7.00 

Q08  
AO5 24 12.86 10.55 

AO6 16 9.07 7.64 
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Areas of success 

Question 1

 

The vast majority of post-16 learners achieved 3 or 4 marks for this question, with the 
average mark 3.14. Learners are very adept at AO1 retrieval questions and complete 
them without any problem, with many achieving the full 4 marks. 

Areas for development 

Question 6

 

This question requires an extended AO4 response on the whole text. It stands out in Paper 1 
Section A, Reading, as the most challenging question for learners.   
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Question 7 and 8 (non-fiction writing) 

 
 
The scores for writing are moderate, but lower for Post-16 students than 16 year olds. 
Post-16 learners scored lower marks on Paper 1, non-fiction writing, than they did on 
Paper 2 creative writing.   

 

Support for Paper 1: 

● AO4: Developing the skills pack 
● AO5/AO6: Developing the Skills 
● Examiner report Paper 1 
● Scheme of Learning  

Question/AO: Q7 AO5 Q7 AO6 Q8 AO5 Q8 AO6 
16 year olds mean mark 11.75 8.48 12.86 9.07 
16+ mean mark 9.5 7 10.55 7.64 
Total marks 24 16 24 16 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/1en2-24on5.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/1en2-24on3.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/english-language/2021/exam-materials/1en2-01-pef-20250821_@_pdf?693420949363671
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/english-language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/10-week-sol_@_zip?472698704874871
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Paper 2 Insights 

Mean marks per question by candidate age 
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Question  AO Max mark Mean Mark  
(16 year olds)  

Mean Mark  
(16+ year olds)  

Q01  AO1 1 0.87  0.88  

Q02  AO2 6 3.59  3.00  

Q03  AO1 1 0.87  0.84  

Q04 AO2 10 4.95  3.58  

Q05  AO1 6 3.35  2.62  

Q06  AO3 16 6.10  3.70  

Q07 
AO5 24 14.19  11.54  

AO6 16 9.75  8.07  

Q08  
AO5 24 13.16  11.12  

AO6 16 9.10  7.88  
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Areas of Success 

Question 1 

 
 

Post-16 learners excelled at the question and outperformed their 16 year old counterparts.  

Again, this shows a high level of skill on the AO1 retrieval questions, where the vast majority 
of learners achieved the mark.  

Question 3 

 
 

● Q1 and Q3 (both 1 mark AO1): post-16 learners were on par with 16 year olds (+0.01) on Q1; 
they all do these questions without any problem and the vast majority gain the mark. 

● Q2:  post-16 performance is slightly weaker -0.5 mean mark compared to 16 year olds.  
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Areas for  development 

Question 6 

 
 

This is the final reading question in Section A and the most demanding. It requires an 
extended AO3 comparison of both texts and is worth 16 marks. 

Post-16 learners scored an average of 3.7 marks on this question. However, when looking at 
the most common mark awarded, the mode mark for this question is 0 marks. This suggests 
that many post-16 learners wrote very little or did not attempt this question at all.  
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Question 7 and 8 (creative writing) 

 

Scores for writing are moderate, but lower for Post-16 students than 16 year olds. 
Interestingly, learners scored higher marks for Paper 2, creative writing, than they did on 
Paper 1 non-fiction writing.   

Question/AO
: 

Q7 AO5 Q7 AO6 Q8 AO5  Q8 AO6 

16 year olds 
mean mark 

14.19 9.75 13.16 9.1 

16+ mean 
mark 

11.54 8.07 11.12 7.88 

Total marks 24 16 24 16 

Support for Paper 2: 

● AO3: Developing the Skills 
● AO5/AO6: Developing the Skills 
● Examiner report Paper 2 
● Scheme of Learning 

 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/1en2-24on3.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/1en2-24on3.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/english-language/2021/exam-materials/1en2-02-pef-20250821_@_pdf?166178029920831
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/english-language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/10-week-sol_@_zip?472698704874871
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