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Introduction  
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language 2.0 Paper 2: Fiction Texts (1EN2/02)  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the November 2023 examination series. 
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet point 2 from the mark scheme. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet point 1 from the mark scheme. 
 
1 mark 

 

Script 3 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The response does not answer the question: ‘completely deserted’. This is what Richard 
saw, not what he thought he might see. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 2 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Although very brief, there is limited evidence of subject terminology. 
 
Level 1 - 1 mark 
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Script 2 

 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There is comment on the text and there are some examples of textual evidence in the 
response.   
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some explanation of how language is used in the text and the selection of 
references is generally appropriate. The response lacks relevant subject terminology.   
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response fulfils the criteria for Level 2. There is explanation of how language is used, 
generally appropriate references and some relevant subject terminology. This is a solid 
Level 2 response. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
  



 

11 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 November 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January  

2024 – Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024 

Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response considers how both Richard and Etienne feel about the situation. This 
meets all of the criteria for Level 2 and the first and third paragraphs begin to move 
beyond ‘explanation’ for Level 2 into ‘analysis’ for Level 3. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Script 6 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
All three bullet points in Level 3 have been met. There is analysis of the text and how 
language is used, the selection of references is discriminating and precise use of relevant 
subject terminology. 
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 3 

Script 1 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers Bullet Point 2 in the mark scheme.  This response acknowledges the 
environment and the large amount of noise. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers Bullet Point 1 in the mark scheme.   
 
1 mark 
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Question 4 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response makes limited comment with limited reference to the text and limited 
relevant subject terminology. The response fulfils the criteria for Level 1. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Although, perhaps, beginning to offer some explanation, structure is not considered. The 
mark is therefore capped at the top of Level 2. There is general comment on the language 
used in the text, valid references and some use of relevant subject terminology. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Al This is another example of a Level 2 response with extensive padding throughout the 
paragraphs and there is no reference to structure.   
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is explanation of how meaning is created through both language and structure, 
including the management of the text, with generally appropriate references. There is no 
relevant subject terminology. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response meets all the criteria for Level 3 and, although not sustained throughout the 
response, offers some exploration at the beginning. 
 
Level 4 - 7 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This offers a fairly controlled and thoughtful exploration of the text, which considers both 
language and structure. The selection of references is detailed and a range of relevant 
subject terminology is used. The response fulfils the criteria for Level 4. 
 
Level 4 - 8 marks 
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Question 5 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There is one similarity without textual reference.  
 
Level 1 - 1 marks 
  



 

29 

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 2 November 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January  

2024 – Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024 

Script 2 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The response fulfils the criteria for Level 1. There is limited synthesis of evidence from the 
texts and limited use of textual evidence. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Three similarities have been identified but the response lacks textual evidence to support 
the synthesis. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 4 

 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There are three fairly distinct similarities, clear synthesis and there is valid textual evidence 
to support the points. The response fulfils the criteria for Level 2. The response lacks the 
precise synthesis necessary for Level 3. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Script 5 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response offers three similarities with some precise synthesis and textual references. 
The second paragraph considers a more straightforward similarity. On balance, a mark of 
5 is appropriate. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Script 6 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response fulfils all of the criteria for Level 3. It goes above and beyond what is 
required.   
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 6 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response fulfils all three bullet points in Level 1 with a simplistic comparison and 
limited use of references. 
 
Level 1 - 3 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Some obvious comparisons are considered with comment evident, although not sustained 
throughout, which is sufficient for a mark at the top of Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 6 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response meets all of the criteria at Level 2 and offers some explanation about tone, 
which is indicative of a Level 3 response.   
 
Level 3 - 7 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response considers a decent range of comparisons, there is explanation and the 
selection of references support the points made. 
 
Level 3 - 10 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a confident response at Level 4 exploring the writers’ ideas and perspectives, which 
is supported with a balance of references across both texts. A mark of 12 has been 
awarded as it was not felt that a wide range of comparisons had been considered for the 
top of Level 4. 
 
Level 4 - 12 marks 
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Section B: Writing 

Question 7 

Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - the response meets all of the criteria for Level 2 showing some ability to 
communicate clearly with imagination, some awareness of audience and purpose and a 
straightforward tone and purpose.  
 
AO6 - although there are some inaccuracies in places, the range of vocabulary, use of 
punctuation and range of sentences is sufficient for a mark at the top of Level 2, on a best 
fit basis. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 9 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 7 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 -  the response fulfils the criteria for Level 3. There is evidence of material selected to 
suit audience and purpose and there is appropriate use of style, tone and register.  
 
AO6 - although some errors are evident, the response is crafted and there is sufficient 
evidence of varied vocabulary, accurate punctuation and sentence structures adapted for 
purpose and effect for a mark at the top of Level 3.   
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 10 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - this response achieves all of the bullets points for Level 4 some of the time. On a 
best fit basis, a mark in the middle of Level 4 is appropriate.  
 
AO6 - the response meets most of the bullet points and a score of 12 acknowledges that 
there are some spelling errors throughout the response.   
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 20 marks 
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Question 8 

Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This response meets all of the criteria for Level 1 for AO5 and is awarded just into 
Level 2 as there is some ability to communicate clearly and effectively.  
 
AO6 - all of the criteria for Level 1 have been met and there is a range of correctly spelt 
vocabulary for a mark of 5 at the bottom of Level 2. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 5marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This response works well at Level 3 for AO5, using some stylistic devices to suit 
audience and purpose. There is generally a clear ability to communicate clearly and 
effectively, although this is not sustained.  
 
AO6 - this response works well at Level 3. It fulfils most of the bullet points, but the 
frequency of spelling errors restricts it from a mark at the top of the level.   
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 13 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This imaginative response securely meets all of the Level 4 bullet points for AO5 
and is beginning to demonstrate aspects at Level 5, including a subtle shaping of the 
audience’s response with a subtle sophistication in places.  
 
AO6 - the response meets all of the bullet points in Level 5 most of the time but is not 
always sustained. A mark in the middle of the level is appropriate. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 22 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 – 15 marks 
 
 


