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Introduction  
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language 2.0 Paper 1: Non-Fiction Texts (1EN2/01)  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2021.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 3, 4, 5 & 9 from the mark scheme. 
 
4 marks 
 

 
Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 2, 9 & 10 from the mark scheme. 
 
3 marks 
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Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 2 & 4 from the mark scheme.  The second point needed 
reference to time. 
 
2 marks 
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Question 2 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is sound explanation of ideas and references are appropriate. All Level 2 criteria are 
met but the final paragraph is outside the line references. 
 
Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a detailed response but unfortunately the first page of it uses material which is 
outside the specified lines. There are therefore only 2 valid points. References to the text 
are appropriate but explanations sometimes lack clarity. 
 
Level 2 – 3 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This meets all Level 2 criteria with clear, if undeveloped, explanations and appropriate 
supporting references. 
 
Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a full response which demonstrates convincing analysis of ideas with apt 
references to clarify the evaluation offered. It meets all Level 3 criteria and therefore 
achieves full marks.   
 
Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Script 5 

 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Only 2 points are made, with brief (but not limited) explanations. There are appropriate 
references. There is just enough here to place it at the bottom of Level 2. 
 
Level 2 – 3 marks 
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Script 6 

 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a limited response as only 1 point is made and 1 reference is given. However, all 
the criteria for Level 1 are met and it is therefore placed at the top of that level. 
 
Level 1 – 2 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response explores the text with some detailed and apt references. There is a range of 
terminology with some analysis of sibilance, with good comment on how it creates the 
sound of being exhausted. The analysis of the preposition ‘after’… is well made. The first 
paragraph is not quite as convincing with the explanation of ‘fall hopelessly’ slightly 
unclear. 
 
Level 4 – 7 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There are some detailed references and a range of terminology, which is mostly relevant. 
The response explores the text overall and how language is used to achieve effects. There 
is a lack of real analysis to move into Level 4 with too much listing rather than exploring, 
especially in paragraph 2 where the comment about the semantic field is not clear, 
although they do have a sense of the adverbs creating danger. The examples chosen do 
not always support the point made. 
 
Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a formulaic response with explanation but no more. References are generally used 
appropriately. Statistics and listing are discussed, but there is not a range of terminology. 
 
Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Points are sometimes basic but there is some explanation, for instance when examining 
the use of adverbs. The explanation becomes slightly confused in the middle of the 
second paragraph and comments on smoke are unclear. There are some appropriate 
references, but the material becomes more narrative towards the end. 
 
Level 2 – 3 marks 
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Script 5 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some basic comment with one reference and the candidate does try to address 
the question. There is no terminology, however. 
 
Level 1 – 1 mark 
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Script 6 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response offers basic comment but does not show understanding of the text. The 
candidate does pick out techniques, offering very generic and basic comments. 
 
Level 1 – 1 mark 
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Question 4(a) 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 2 & 4 from the mark scheme. 
 
2 marks 
 

 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The first point covers bullet point 1 from the mark scheme.  The second point does not 
answer the question. 
 
1 mark 
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Question 4(b) 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 3 & 4 from the mark scheme. 
 
2 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The first point covers bullet point 3 from the mark scheme.  The second point is not a 
reason. 
 
1 mark 
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Question 5 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
3 points are made and there is some explanation, but some of this is a little unclear. There 
is some use of appropriate references. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response analyses a range of points and covers different parts of the text. There is 
some convincing analysis, but this is not fully sustained. 
 
Level 3 - 5 marks 
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Script 3 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There is limited reference to ideas and there are limited evaluative assertions as this is 
general. There is some attempt to respond to the task. 
 
Level 1 - 1 mark 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Only 1 relevant point is made. The second page of this response is not focused on the 
passage so cannot be credited. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a strong response with convincing analysis and developed critical evaluation with a 
range of points and references. 
 
Level 3 - 6 marks  
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Script 6 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The two reasons given are explained and supported clearly. However, the response needs 
three reasons to move into Level 3. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a detailed response, which meets all the criteria for Level 3. The opening paragraph 
demonstrates some developed analysis of the writer’s ideas and opinions, which lifts it just 
into Level 4 with a mark of 8.    
 
Level 4 - 8 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a confident response which meets all Level 4 criteria. It does however consider 
alternative viewpoints and there is also evidence of convincing analysis on the first page 
and towards the end of the answer. The beginning of paragraph 2 is slightly less strong 
but the response can still be placed in Level 5, with a mark of 11. 
 
Level 5 - 11 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There are straightforward comments on ideas and some personal judgements about the 
text, with valid references. All Level 2 descriptors are met.   
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
In this response there is a tendency to discuss sport generally. There are limited 
references to the text (middle of page 1 ) or the writer’s ideas. It meets all Level 1 criteria.   
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a detailed and convincingly analytical response, which presents a personal 
judgement in the opening paragraph and sustains a detached critical evaluation 
throughout. All Level 5 descriptors are met. 
 
Level 5 - 12 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Although there is perhaps slight misunderstanding in the final paragraph, the explanations 
in the rest of the response are sound and informed evaluative opinions are made. 
References are supportive and relevant. All Level 3 criteria are met. 
 
Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Section A: Writing 

Question 7 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – There is a secure ability to communicate clearly in quite a lively response. The 
reference to the reader, using direct address throughout, is engaging. Details are used 
effectively in places. 
AO6 – There are some spelling errors, but the learner does manage punctuation and 
sentences for deliberate effect. There is a wide, selective vocabulary used, overall. 
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 16 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 11 marks 
 
TOTAL – 27 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This brief response demonstrates some ability to communicate clearly and shows 
an awareness of audience and purpose but is straightforward and undeveloped.  
AO6 – There is a range of correctly spelt vocabulary and some control, but not enough 
range in evidence to move higher than low Level 2. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 6 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
 
TOTAL – 11 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – The learner shows clear ability to communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively. Material is selected to suit audience and purpose and appropriate structural 
devices are used to make the meaning clear. All Level 3 qualities are evident, but this 
lacks any Level 4 features.  
AO6 – All Level 3 descriptors are met with varied vocabulary, accurate and varied 
punctuation and grammatical features, with some errors.   
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 10 marks 
 
TOTAL – 24 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – There is some sophisticated communication here with manipulation of complex 
ideas, including some engaging address to the reader and moments of subtlety, moving 
the writing into Level 5.  
AO6 – There is an extensive vocabulary and some punctuation used with precision and a 
range of sentence structures. A few slips keep this from scoring full marks. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 21 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 - 15 marks 
 
TOTAL – 36 marks 
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Question 8 
Script 1 

 
  



 

66 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
  



 

67 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
  



 

68 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 1 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This response demonstrates a secure ability to communicate clearly and material is 
organised for particular effect. It is not moving towards the sophistication of a L5 response 
but its merits place it securely into the middle of L4. 
 
AO6 – A secure holistic use of grammatical features is demonstrated and there are only 
occasional errors. 
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 12 marks 
 
TOTAL – 29 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This is an impressive and highly sophisticated response which manipulates 
complex ideas and shapes audience response with sustained use of tone style and 
register.  
 
AO6 - Handwriting can be a problem here but on close reading, there are very few errors. 
An extensive vocabulary is used strategically and the range of sentence structures is 
particularly effective. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 - 16 marks 
 
TOTAL – 40 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 – This is a very brief (but not limited) response, which shows glimmers of each 
descriptor for L2 but without being very secure in any of them. It is therefore placed at the 
bottom of the level, with a mark of 5. 
 
AO6 – Once again, this was given a mark at the bottom of L2 as there is some evidence of 
correct spelling and some control of punctuation but the brevity of the response restricts 
this evidence. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 5 marks 
 
TOTAL – 10 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - Ideas are communicated clearly and material is selected to suit purpose and 
audience. There is some development of ideas and paragraphs are clearly structured. The 
slightly mechanical nature of the response is less effective than would be expected to 
achieve Level 4 and it was placed securely in Level 3 with 13 marks. 
 
AO6 - All Level 3 descriptors are met here. There is a varied vocabulary and sound use of 
grammatical features. 
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 13 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 10 marks 
 
TOTAL – 23 marks 
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